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Editorial 
 

Hello all,  

 

It’s such a pleasure to walk through the village at the 

moment, seeing the array of flowers on display, and I 

certainly don’t envy the Judges who have to pick a 

winning street for the ‘Thorverton in Bloom’ 

competition.  

My contribution is that I’ve not cut my grass, which 

you may think is a little lazy; however, I did this on 

purpose as I wanted to try and create a bit of a wild-

flower area for the bees and butterflies in my garden! 

After only a few weeks this already seems to be 

working.  

Talking of wildlife, I found a baby hedgehog recently 

behind my car wheel. Fortunately, I managed to see it 

in time, and after watching it crawl around in circles 

a few times, I thought I should intervene. So, I 

popped it in an old cardboard box and turned to 

Google to see who I could call for help. To my 

surprise the nearest rescue centre was Newton Abbot. 

I called them and, after I told them its size, they said 

it would die without its mother or a ready supply of 

formula milk!  

As my children are now in their 20’s and their 

formula milk days are well behind them, I decided its 

best hope of survival was a trip to Newton Abbot. 

Fortunately, the centre have volunteer drivers who 

can help out in situations such as this, so I met them 

half-way and did the hand-over in Exeter services, 
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which must have looked very strange to anyone 

watching! I was quite sad to see him go but I’ve been 

assured he’s doing well and should be released 

shortly – I hope he’s not a homing hedgehog as he’ll 

have a long way to go!!  

 

I hope you’ll find plenty of items of interest in this 

month’s Focus. Although we’re not getting much sun 

at the moment, you can always read about it with 

articles on the Joy of Sunshine (page 18) and Some 

like it Hot (Page 21). As usual please feel free to send 

me any ideas for the magazine or anything you’d like 

us to publish.  

 

John Slater, Editor  
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Letters 
 

From Lesley Blythe-Lord 

 

Philip Duke of Edinburgh 1921-2021   

His Thorverton/Raddon Connections. 

 

I was sorry that the Duke didn't make it to 100. I have 

clear memories of two of his visits to Thorverton in 

the mid-fifties. The first occurred circa 1956, the year 

that Thorverton Station won the ‘Stations in Flower’ 

Award. This was due to the tender care of the 

Signalman, Bill Rogers who nurtured the flower beds 

and produced a spectacular riot of colour on the two 

platforms. Having won the prize the station was 

honoured by hosting the Royal Train which spent a 

night during the Royal Tour of the Westcountry 

before visiting the Bath and West Show in Shepton 

Mallet. 

 

Prince Philip had an ex-naval friend who lived at 

Raddon and accompanied by security he spent the 

evening with him, no doubt a convivial one before 

returning to the Queen on the train. The next morning 

we went to the Hockey Pitch, now the Cricket Pitch 

and waved at the train hoping to catch a glimpse of 

someone who would wave back but had to make do 

with just admiring the smart carriages. GWR laid on 

buses for passengers so that no one was 

inconvenienced. 

 

On another occasion we were in the same field 

standing dutifully behind a flimsy thin rope cordon 

when the Duke’s helicopter flew in low. Apparently 

HRH was piloting and he landed it, slightly 

unsteadily, causing the onlookers to take an intake of 

breath. He alighted and made his way past us towards 

the Mill field where a group of youths were camping. 

Around this time he was initiating the Duke of 

Edinburgh Awards Scheme so Thorverton must have 

played an important part in that as every year the 

Mill field was used as a campsite for young people. 

 

What makes that visit so clear in my memory is that 

when the Duke passed us, Peter, our Airedale who  

couldn't have hurt a fly suddenly woofed and 

pounced towards the Duke who jumped, then 

laughed. Certainly a day to remember. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Ash Leighton Plom 

 

Some of you have noticed that the rectory on School 

Lane has new residents. My name's Revd. Ash 

Leighton Plom, and I moved in, together with my 

wife Deborah and son Alfred, just after Easter in 

April. I work for St David's church in Exeter (the one 

near the statue by Exeter College), so I'm sorry to say 

I'm not your new rector, but we are loving living here 

in the village. 

 

Deborah is a community chaplain supporting 

prisoners and ex-offenders post-release, and Alfred 

goes to school in Exeter. We really value the lovely 

kind smiles and waves we're getting from so many of 

you as we pass through the village in the morning on 

our way into town! 

 

For those of you who don't know, we were evacuated 

from our home close to Exeter University back in 

February when an unexploded World War II bomb 

was found in a neighbouring allotment there and our 

house was one of many damaged in the controlled 

explosion that followed.  

You can read more about that by looking up: 

https://exeter.anglican.org/church-of-england-

curates-home-damaged-by-exeter-ww2-bomb-blast/ 

 

Currently, this means we'll be living with you in 

Thorverton for some months while repairs go on at 

our house in Exeter. We'll no doubt meet more of you 

at Berry Dairy, the Millennium Green, the pubs, 

Farm Shop, and around the village generally. 

Meanwhile, thank you for being such a nice 

community to take refuge with, and for giving us 

such a generous welcome so far. We really appreciate 

it. 

 

 

From Annette Mawson 

 

Open Gardens for Hospiscare 

 

The organiser of the recent Hospiscare Open Gardens 

event in the village has asked me to say “thank you” 

to all those villagers and other visitors who toured 

my garden, one of two that were open on Sunday 13th 

June. Thank you so much for supporting this very 

worthy cause. The amount collected came to £150 for 

my garden alone. 

      

     

 

 

 

https://exeter.anglican.org/church-of-england-curates-home-damaged-by-exeter-ww2-bomb-blast/
https://exeter.anglican.org/church-of-england-curates-home-damaged-by-exeter-ww2-bomb-blast/
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From Alison Ayres 

 

After having the privilege of working at Thorverton 

Surgery for 25 years I feel it only right that I should 

write a few words to say thank you and goodbye. The 

time has come for me to hang up my stethascope, 

discard the needles and retire. It is not a decision I 

made easily but I do feel the time is right. I think it is 

important to retire while things are going well and 

not when people are begging you to go! 

 

Dr.Woods offered me the position as Practice Nurse 

back in 1995. My daughters were only 7 and 9 then 

so it was wonderful to work so close to home. I came 

with a background of hospital nursing with 

experience in medical & surgical wards, intensive 

care & spinal injuries, mid-wifery and clinical 

measurements research. 

 

I also travelled extensively and worked in Australia 

after qualifying from Aberdeen Royal Infirmary in 

1979. As you can see I have been at it for quite a 

while now & feel it is time to try something 

completely different. 

 

Little did I know how the job would develop and 

become such a huge part of my life. There have been 

many changes over the past few years and I’m sure 

many more to come but little old Thorverton Surgery 

has survived. There have been mergers and name 

changes the Surgery is still here providing an 

important service to the local community. 

 

There will be more changes but it is important we all 

embrace this process in order to secure a good future 

for the practice. 

 

I do believe that the expertise of the the GPs and 

nurses is better than it has ever been so I leave in the 

knowledge that your care is in good hands. 

 

I have wonderful colleagues who have become close 

friends and I thank them for all their hard work and 

support in Crediton and Thorverton. 

 

Thank you also to the memorial hall committee who 

have always supported our very sociable flu clinics & 

to all the volunteers who have helped over the years 

& especially our covid friendly flu clinic last year 

which was very efficient but different! 

 

I would also like to thank everyone for their 

continuing support, kind words and good wishes and 

I’m sure I will still see many of you around and 

about. 

Take good care of yourselves. 

 

Signing off,  Nurse Alison 

 

 

 
 

This was taken in 1979 after graduating from 

Aberdeen Nursing college. 

 

‘May I have the courage today 

To live the life that I would love 

To postpone my dream no longer 

But do at last what I came here for 

And waste my heart on fear no more’ 

 

 

From Mandy Gubb 
 

Mandy and Family wish to thank you for all your 

condolence cards, emails, messages, flowers, and 

the support you have shown us all during this 

difficult time. Stephens memorial fund raised a 

grand total of £785.00 which was forwarded to 

hospiscare, thank you all who donated. 

Grief is something that we all deal with in our 

own way, it has no time limit and the death of a 

loved one can be terrifying and lonely but look 

around you life goes on, the sun still shines and 

the rain still falls, the past holds wonderful 

memories to cherish forever and  the future holds 

new times to embrace and enjoy when you’re 

ready x 
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Thorverton in Bloom 
 

Please help Thorverton look its very best this summer 

 

  

 
Work with your street neighbours to put on a dazzling 

floral display to be proud of! 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Good news for everyone who needs cheering up and those who just enjoy a good laugh - 

Grecian theatre like you’ve never seen it before in a fantastic comedy that is touring the 

country and coming to Thorverton so please come along and enjoy the fun! 

 

SHODYSSEY on Saturday 31st July 2021 

 

Troy – something BC. A young bull herder accidentally eats a golden apple. Three 

Goddesses aren’t happy. And then 10 years later a city burns.  

Obviously, a lot happened between these points (and also before and, not surprisingly, 

afterwards), all of which will be revealed for the first time in well over a millennium as 

Assembleth Theatre take you on a journey through the Trojan War as you’ve never seen it before. The sort-of truth 

behind Achilles heel, a doorless wooden horse, the twelve accidental labours of Hercules and more will be revealed 

as the history of one of the most important conflicts of the ancient world comes to life.  

“A very funny 60-minute romp through mythology with much stomping about and clattering of swords. There’s 

carnage, chaos and a huge amount of humour as five Drake’s Drummers (now Assembleth Theatre) populate 

Greece, Troy and a doorless wooden horse.” British Theatre Guide 

60 minutes. Suitable for ages 11+   Tickets are available from www.villagesinaction.co.uk/events and range from 

£6-12, please pay what you can.                                         Saturday 31 July @ 7.30pm, Thorverton Memorial Hall. 

  

DOG SHOW – followed by music and fun! 

Although ‘Freedom Day’ didn’t happen in June as we had all hoped and we have had to postpone the Picnic in the 

Park, it’s given us a great excuse to have an even bigger and more special, fun filled day. On Saturday 14 August 

from 2pm to 6pm the ever-popular DOG SHOW will take place followed by music and fun.  With children’s 

entertainment from WizzBang, music with Stay Lucky, bar, ice creams, teas, burgers and stalls it promises to be a 

great day out. Please come along and bring a picnic if you wish. 

 

 
 

Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee members: Russ Clarke (chairman); Mike Baldwin; Sue Hyde; Dave 

Reygate; Jenny Reygate; Ian Ford; Sarah Addicott; Mike Shelton; Jan Wills; Tim Cusack; Graham Sims.

http://www.villagesinaction.co.uk/events


Focus on Thorverton  6   Vol 52 No 6 July 2021 
 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Chair’s AGM Report 23 June 2021 

 

Since the beginning of 2019 and the onset of the 

Covid 19 pandemic we have all watched and 

experienced the effect that a virus can have on our 

society both locally and globally. Sadly, we know 

there have been losses to families in our locality 

during the past year and to those people we offer our 

sincere condolences.  

 

The Trustees of Thorverton Memorial Hall have 

always aimed to run the hall efficiently and 

effectively to enable the village and surroundings 

areas in particular to benefit from a varied 

programme of affordable events. By charging 

realistic rates to ensure we can cover our running 

costs, we can continue to do so for the foreseeable 

future. 

 

The actual effect of having to close our doors for 

much of the year, reducing our income stream to zero 

lead to some challenging decisions in the knowledge 

that we could manage financially for about eighteen 

months but after that, the possibility loomed that we 

may have to close the doors for good. 

 

We did as much as we could to minimise our 

outgoings and, at the same time, made sure we kept 

abreast of the changing regulations as they appeared. 

We also made ourselves aware of and applied for the 

relevant special payments offered by the Government 

through Mid Devon Council which helped us to 

offset a large percentage of our losses. Our Treasurer, 

Mike Shelton, should be especially thanked for the 

time and effort he spent completing the forms and 

details to enable us to receive these essential one-off 

payments and avoid using up all our reserves. 

 

Initially, during the first national lockdown, we were 

closed for several weeks with minimal 

communication and, understandably, focused on 

keeping our families and households safe. During 

and after the summer relaxation of the lockdown we 

managed three committee meetings masked up and 

socially distanced until the second lockdown was 

enforced. As it appeared that we would not be able to 

open the hall fully, we were able to offer the school 

an extra teaching space during the Autumn term 

which they found very helpful. The Trustees and 

Committee members embraced the move to Zoom 

meetings and we managed to use this technology 

regularly for our committee meetings to good effect 

throughout the rest of the year. 

 

Time has also been spent on reviewing our financial 

and accounting systems and we have almost 

completed our change over to online banking with a 

new bank. 

An application was made to Viridor for some extra 

funding and, although this did not secure the funds 

we were hoping for, it set us on a path of finding how 

to deliver a wider range of creative events for the 

village and local areas at the hall. This has not been 

an easy task due the pandemic but we have 

established a strong link with Villages In Action 

who have offered to support our hosting of a range of 

arts based events including Drama, Music, Dance, 

Film, Art and Circus during this year and going 

forward. Villages In Action will be the platform to 

enable us to introduce and host some very special and 

professional creative arts events in Thorverton. 

 

Our five-year fire and electrical safety checks were 

completed earlier this year and a number of issues 

were noted requiring various levels of attention, 

mostly relating to the replacement of the consumer 

boards in the main meter cupboard and on the stage. 

These have been prioritised to be dealt with and will 

be updated over this summer once final quotes are 

received.  We have also reviewed our Health & 

Safety and Equal Opportunities policies for 

ratification at this meeting.  

 

As we gradually are able to re-open, I am confident 

that we will rapidly see our bookings list rise again 

and we are looking forward to seeing the hall 

functioning fully again for the village. 

We have several regular events to look forward to 

such as Film Nights from September, Saturday 

Market and Craft Fair from October as well as some 

new events such as the coffee mornings starting in 

August and our first drama event in collaboration 

with Villages in Action which will take place on July 

31st. 

 

We will also be launching a completely updated 

website over the next few weeks that will provide 

information about events, the facility to book tickets 

online and provide details of the various classes and 

groups held at TMH…watch out for information. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our Trustees, our 

Committee members and our other volunteers for 

continually being willing to support the work of our 

village hall with their time and energy. Thanks also 

goes to all the villagers who support our events since, 

without that support, there would be little point in 

what we do. If you are reading this in Focus or online 

and would like find out how to be part of the TMH 

team as a Committee member, a Volunteer or as a 

Friend of TMH please do contact us.  Our contact 

details are available at the back of Focus. 

 

Russ Clarke 
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Notices  

 
 

 

 
 

The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 

Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 

the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 

their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 

expenses related to their medical personal and 

educational needs.  Applications for a specific 

purpose or need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are particularly 

favoured. 

 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 

the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 

Road, Thorverton.   

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 013923 860535. 

   

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards for every occasion (well nearly!), local 

postcards, posting and packing materials, 

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

photocopying + lots more 
 

   

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 
  

  Thorverton Co-operative Trust Shop 

  Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

  Saturday     8.00 – 12.00 

  Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 
                           

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Saturday      9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        
 Thorverton  

Royal British Legion 

 

This year we will again be organizing our Cream Tea 

delivery service, delivered to your front door on 

Saturday the 7th August. High levels of health and 

hygiene are always observed, hand sanitiser and 

gloves will be used during the production and 

delivery. The cost is £3.75 each. 

 

Last year we delivered 320 cream teas of which 40 

were donated free to NHS workers in our local area as 

recognition and appreciation of all the hard work they 

have done during the Corona virus, we would like to 

do the same again this year so please contact us for 

your free NHS cream tea. 

 

All proceeds this year are in aid of “Hospice” the 

“Poppy Appeal” and Thorverton RBL 

Branch/Community fund. Please support if you can. 

 

 Contact Alex or Penny Fice Tel. 861136 or E-Mail 

srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Thorverton RBL branch with the parish council’s 

permission had been looking after the Jubilee green 

for the past year as a community project. We have 

decided to carry on for another year cutting the grass, 

tending to the flower beds and weeding/cleaning the 

stream, thanks to Penny for replanting the four granite 

troughs with bedding plants and to John Mortimore for 

helping to sponsor them. 

 

The grass cutting team are Rob Flatt, Dom Carbines, 

Sam & Alex Fice.  

 
 

 

mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Friends of Wyndham House 
Surgery  
 

 
Volunteer Trustee needed for Local 

Charity 
 
The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery is a 
registered grant-aiding charity for the benefit of 
the community within the catchment area of the 
Wyndham House Surgery.  
 
The Committee seeks anyone registered with 
the Surgery (over the age of 18) who would be 
interested in volunteering to be a Trustee for the 
Friends, to put themselves forward for nomin-
ation no later than 31 July 2021.  
 
No previous experience as a Trustee is required 
but enthusiasm and commitment are essential 
and, to complement the existing team, an 
interest in supporting the younger generations in 
the community would be a great asset for our 
worthwhile charity. Applications are particularly 
welcomed from those with a minority 
background, with young or teenage families, 
and/or with a keen interest to help our local 
community to stay healthy.  
 
If you feel passionately about local activities to 
preserve health and well-being for the young to 
the elderly and would like to support your 
Surgery, please send your contact details for 
further information to: 
 
Martin Holt, Secretary of FOWHS 
email 
friendsofwyndhamhousesurgery@gmail.com  
or by letter into Reception in the Surgery marked 
for his attention. 
 

Registered Address: Wyndham House Surgery, 

Silverton, Exeter EX5 4HZ Tel: 01392 860034 Fax: 

01392 861165 

Charity No: 1048253 Together, we can make it better 
 

 

 
 

East Devon Arts Festival online 
Although we were not able to hold the East Devon 

Arts Festival in Thorverton Parish Church this May, 

we are once again holding online exhibitions instead, 

to support the artists and to raise money for the 

Church. The online exhibitions are on Facebook, but 

you don't have to sign up to Facebook to see them: 

they are publicly available 

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFvirtual is the art 

exhibition  

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFcraftex is the craft 

exhibition. 
 

We hope you enjoy them. Please tell your friends and 

support the Church by making an online donation. 
 

Royston Kershaw and Jean Brown 

Thorverton PCC 

 

Thorverton Cricket Club Sessions for 
Young People 

For any questions: jcomay71@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

mailto:friendsofwyndhamhousesurgery@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/EDAFvirtual
https://www.facebook.com/EDAFcraftex
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To all patients of the Thorverton Practice, 

 

As many of you are aware, we are currently going through a period of great change. 

Back in March we said a sad farewell to Dr Lucy Spriggs and Dr Greg Davies. We also 

say goodbye to Alison Ayres who is retiring after twenty-five years at the practice. We 

know that she will be terribly missed by the team and the patients alike. We wish them all 

the very best in their new ventures.  

Their departure was a disappointing blow to New Valley Practice, but we have been 

working hard to recruit new regular GP’s and nurses to work in Thorverton to continue the 

service. Please bear with us whilst we work with some regular locums this summer. The 

new GP line-up should be in post by mid-September. 

 

On a more positive note, we merged with Chiddenbrook Surgery (the other Crediton GP 

practice) at the beginning of April. Collectively we are known as Redlands Primary Care. 

The merge brings greater security for Thorverton as well as providing access to a larger 

clinical team and the skills and knowledge they possess. Some of you have already met 

two of the partners from Chiddenbrook, Dr Mick Braddick and Dr Mike Kirwan who have 

been providing some GP cover alongside Dr Emma Ziegler in Thorverton. We will also be 

having a couple of Chiddenbrook nurses provide some nursing hours in Alison’s absence. 

 

During this time of transition, we will endeavour to provide a high level of care to all our 

patients. We understand that many of you will be feeling frustrated with the practice and 

the changes we have been having to make.  Your continued support of the surgery and 

dispensary is much appreciated and further cements our future in the village. 

 

We thank you all for your forbearance, patience and good humour and are looking forward 

to providing you with a more settled service very soon. 

 
Redlands Primary Care 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

New Valley Practice 

Tel: 03333 442 988 
 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

Newcombes, Crediton 
Devon EX17 2AR 
Fax: 01363 775906 

The Bury, Thorverton 
Devon EX5 5NT 
Fax: 01392 860654 
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THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD 

supporting Thorverton Post Office 

                 JULY 2021 

A reminder to renew your TCT membership 

NOW please or sign up for the first time.   

 £10 per person per annum helps our community-run 

business (which supports and sustains Thorverton 

PO) to keep afloat.  

Please use the form below which you can return 

together with your cash or cheque, or it may be easier 

to pay online, in which case please e-mail me when 

you have done this.           

Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd   The 

Cooperative Bank  sort code  08 92 99   account 

number  65176665 

We try to keep a big range of greetings cards in stock 

for every occasion. It’s always lovely to receive a 

real card that you can display and continue to enjoy. 

Do come to browse our selection and please visit us 

first before shopping elsewhere. You’ll be also 

supporting our PO remember. 

We’re very happy to source a particular magazine or 

newspaper for you or to stock stationery and 

packaging items that you regularly need. 

Thanks as ever to our staff and volunteers who give 

so much to the community. 

Heather Kershaw      Chair and Membership 

Secretary   TCT Ltd    860419   Thorverton  PO    

860455 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

TCT/TCoops/Thorverton Post Office : 

Remembering 20 years ago  

Last month I submitted a photo taken in May 2001, 

of an event to thank volunteers who had helped and  

 

were continuing to help in the early days of the post 

office being open in the car park portakabin. On that 

occasion there was a performance of a setting (to the 

tune of An English Country Garden) of words about 

the new post office venture. Mary Thomas skilfully 

wrote and set words to describe what went on then 

and mostly still does today! This was performed at a 

few concerts and events in future years. 

We had temporarily mislaid copies of this but 

happily have found them again so here it is. We hope 

you enjoy it and will try singing it yourself!! 

The church choir had a little al fresco social 

gathering last week and gave it a go. Great fun! 

Heather Kershaw 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 

I/we ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
(address + postcode)……………………………………………………………………………………............................................. 
 
(e-mail)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the 
provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  
(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 
 
OR 
wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 
 
I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2021– 5/2022 (cheques payable to Thorverton Co-
operative Trust Ltd) 
 
TCT bank details are :                                                                                                                                             Thorverton Cooperative 

Trust Ltd   The Cooperative Bank  sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and Thorverton Post Office. I 
understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 
 
(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
                        
Please return this form with your payment to                                                
Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary    c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  
post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 
or pay online 

 

 

 

 

LUCY’S LARDER 
 

in Thorverton Parish Church Porch  

9am to 4pm every day 
 

Please continue to help yourself, if in need, to the food and other items in Lucy’s Larder. 

 

Thank you to those who have contributed items. Donations of foodstuffs are welcome and 

can be added directly to the Larder boxes. 
 

Any surplus is given to the Tiverton based Churches Housing Action Team foodbank, 

Coggan's Well House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton. 

 

If you or anyone you know needs further support, contact the C19 Group  

who may be able to provide additional help.  

email: thorvertonc19@gmail.com  

or Tel: 01392 861062 or 07496 392106. 
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EDAF Appeal and  
online Arts Festival 
 
For the second year running we haven't been able to 

run the Arts Festival in the church, and so haven't 

been able to raise the funds (usually around £6000) 

we rely on to pay our way. 

 

Last year, we launched the EDAF Appeal which 

generated a substantial amount of money (about 

£3500) from a wide range of people, but especially 

from those who would normally have supported us 

by donating money or food, or who would normally 

have exhibited. If you were one of those people, 

thank you very much. It helped keep us afloat. 

 

We also ran art and craft exhibitions on Facebook 

which were well received. We even sold about the 

same number of paintings as usual and the artists 

donated some of the proceeds to the Church. 

 

This year we are again running the exhibitions 

online. Do have a look and share the links with 

friends and family. The more people see the 

exhibitions, the more sales we are likely to make.  

We would also be pleased to hear from new 

exhibitors. 

 

Art:  https://www.facebook.com/EDAFvirtual 

 

Craft: https://www.facebook.com/EDAFcraftex 

 

You don't have to be signed in on Facebook to see 

them. They are publicly available. You might need to 

tell Facebook "Not Now" when it wants you to sign 

in though. If you are on Facebook, please "Like" the 

pages and share any exhibits you like with "Friends". 

 

Finally, if you would have supported us in a normal 

year, please consider doing so this year by making a 

donation to the EDAF Appeal. You can do this from 

the Facebook pages or directly on our (CofE 

approved) online giving page: 

https://is.gd/RgUOD2. You can also Gift Aid your 

donation if you are a (UK) tax payer. Alternatively, 

cheques payable to Thorverton PCC are always 

welcome. 

 

We hope you enjoy the exhibitions. 

 

Thank you for your support, especially those of you 

who have already donated. 

 

Royston Kershaw, Churchwarden 

Jean Brown, PCC Treasurer 

 
 

Free to Good Home 

1 Electric paper shredder 

1 Electric dehumidifier 

1 Morphy Richards slow cooker 

1 "Quick Heat" electric fire 

1 Three-tier vegetable rack 
 

All in good condition/working order. 
 

L. Large, 28 Broadlands, EX5 5PT 

Tel: 01392 966861 

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFvirtual
https://www.facebook.com/EDAFcraftex
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fis.gd%2FRgUOD2%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR104hmHvO898LGYP0AzFTG8tr0LBATnnOwWMunkRCX9h57IdhZNmqQvC2o&h=AT0KEPef8mkm-QXoZNcoUmPvOxUUDsTqyvWbYW2S9KOHM5JUQZ80XhD3uJcmpmlINJ-PlmUVaQ8cWQ9hzENVhIZ0Bw-hcCbfDygrKYdzkkiNbOcjjcbZ_3V8RejXW6CA8FXT&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0HQ12ZqXZMY9JL_fLqLztw6P4O2orFGN9M9-ljppw25Psqv-U3QFyiN8sHQ3WouPjV46timVR3QZMcRTM4E1YgcOn62Rz03PCf7UjjPGCRKJDZfFiRq6daALOJ8-tvWcjocEsx0mny1I6v_azWgJpB41UV2ojLXIdhWY4YOlAeuieviZYOOal6XzlSOs4LK6YQgA
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Church Services and News
Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 

 

 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

Please note these services are proposed for July 2021 and  

may change due to Government Restrictions and COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 

 

Sunday 4 July Trinity 5   

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW] Thorverton JH & LF  

10:00 am St Peter’s Week Service  Brampford Speke GC 

10:00 am Informal Service  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Informal Service  Cadbury Lay Led  

 

Sunday 11 July Trinity 6 

11:15 am Informal Service     Rewe    Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Upton Pyne   GC 

 

Sunday 18 July Trinity 7 

09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/Telephone Service* LF 

09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   KR 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury   JH  

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   MSS  

 

Sunday 25 July Trinity 8 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TL 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Rewe    JH 

 

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

 

If you wish to attend a church service, you must book in advance by contacting: 

Cadbury  Libby Price  01392 

860257  libby@prices7.com  

Newton St Cyres Sue Browne  01392 

851460  suecbrowne@gmail.com 

Rewe   Sheila Newton 

 01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 

Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 

841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com 

Thorverton  Royston Kershaw 01392 

860419  thorvertoncw@gmail.com  

Upton Pyne  Christine Cotter 

 01392 841025  cotterchrissie@gmail.com  

Places at services are strictly limited. If you turn up at a church without booking, you may be 

turned away.   

 

*Open Door:  https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895   

Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 

  

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” 

section of the homepage. 

 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 

JH Revd Julia Hocking   Curate

  07928 813333 julia.hocking@netherexe.org 

http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.netherexe.org/
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LF Mrs Laura Ford   

 Reader   07741 

491946 laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TL Revd Tony Lane 

KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter 

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

TBC To be confirmed. 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]   Mr 

Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:30 – 15:30]  

 Monday & Wednesday [09:30 – 13:30] 

Tel: 07594 714590    

 Tel: 07551 844321  

Email: margaret.lowe@netherexe.org   Email: 

peter.shepherd@netherexe.org  

 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke 

Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 

 

 

 

Parish Letter 
 

A Confident Hope 

 

1 Peter chapter 2 is a difficult passage for us in the 

21st Century.  Peter talks about submission, the 

difficulties of living the Christian life and standing 

out from the crowd.  What does this mean for us 

today? 

 

The Christians that Peter was writing to in Turkey 

were having difficulties because of their faith, being 

regarded with suspicion by family, friends and in the 

workplace.  Does this sound familiar?  We live in a 

very “civilised” part of the world, so such things are 

not often overt, but most of us will have encountered 

something.  My work colleagues used to refer to God 

as my imaginary friend, but would sometimes, in all 

seriousness, ask what my “invisible friend” might 

think of something in the news, usually a disaster.  It 

was mostly without malice.  I felt fortunate that it 

never went much further. 

 

Peter’s message is one of being able to live with 

confidence, because we are now in a relationship 

with God through Christ’s suffering and death.  Peter 

sets this out at the start of the letter (1 Peter 1,3), 

reminding us that God, in His great mercy has given 

us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

How are we to live this new life following the new 

birth, “declaring the praises of Him who called you”  

 

 

 

 

(1 Peter 2:9).  This is not straightforward.  We know 

that we should live lives that exhibit values that differ 

and are distinct from the secular society that 

surrounds us.  How can we do this when the pressure 

to conform is all around us?  Paul, in Romans 12,2 

gives us more than a clue: “Don’t let the world 

around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let 

God re-mould your mind from within, so that you 

may prove in practice that the plan of God for you is 

good”, (J B Phillips version). 

 

Peter lays this down heavily in verses 11-12, “Live 

such good lives among the pagans that….. they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God”.  The joy of 

life is not found in striving for prestige and position, 

but in building relationships with those around us, 

despite the differences in desire and priority.  Peter 

tells his readers that we show God to those around us 

by actively pursuing difference and eschewing 

society’s goals of “promoting self”, “my wants” and 

“my desires”, where self comes first.  Peter then 

brings in the word “submission”.  This is a difficulty 

for many people, but this is not cowardice or lack of 

conviction, but the courage to graciously let 

something go someone else’s way, rather than 

seeking “self” and “my way”.  Through this, we can 

build relationships.  Peter is not telling us to cast 

judgement and spiritual discernment out of our 

minds, but to use our freedoms for the greater good.  

Peter continues in verse 17, “Show proper respect to 
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everyone, love your fellow believers and fear God”.  

We have a responsibility to be agents of change as 

Christian voices in our environment and society.  We 

are exhorted to use the freedom we have wisely and 

not squander it.  For me, this is a lesson that I took 

far too long to learn, striving for the future when I 

should have been striving for the present, building 

relationships with those around me and showing 

God’s love to them. 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King summed these ideas up when 

addressing a group of high school students: 

 

”If it falls to your lot to be a street sweeper, sweep 

streets like Michaelangelo painted pictures, sweep 

streets like Beethoven composed music, ….. sweep 

streets like Shakespeare wrote poetry.  Sweep streets 

so well that the hosts of heaven and earth will have to 

pause and say: Here lived a great street sweeper who 

did his job well.” 

 

 

Douglas Ford 

Brampford Speke  

 
 

 

Baptist Church  
‘Do you speak Greek?’ 

 

The questioner was the Roman tribune in charge of 

troops in Jerusalem, and the question was addressed 

to the Apostle Paul, who had just been arrested on the 

orders of the tribune and was being escorted into the 

Antonia barracks, next to the Temple, to be 

interrogated.  The Roman officer was surprised that 

his prisoner, whom he had just rescued from a 

lynching, and took to be a Jewish rabble-rouser, was 

capable of expressing himself in the Greek language. 
 

Yes, the Apostle could speak Greek, and was from 

the city of Tarsus, famed as a great centre of culture 

and philosophy.  In previous articles, I have 

emphasised the triple heritage of St Paul: Jewish, 

Greek and Roman.  Today we consider the Greek 

element. 
 

Several years after his life-changing conversion on 

the Damascus Road, Paul set out from the Church at 

Antioch on a preaching tour.  It was at that point in 

particular that his mastery of the Greek language was 

to serve him well.  It enabled him to communicate 

with populations the length and breadth of the 

Empire.  His journeys illustrate how easy it was in 

those days of Empire and the Roman peace to travel 

across former national and regional barriers without 

passports or documentation.  You were in fact what 

you spoke, and the language imposed by Alexander 

the Great and his armies some three centuries earlier 

had become an international means of 

communication. This meant that anyone with a 

message to proclaim could do so freely without the 

need for interpreters or other intermediaries. 
 

On only one occasion did Paul and his companions 

encounter a language barrier, and that was in Lystra, 

where the rustic native population was not 

sophisticated enough to understand the 

visitors’ Greek.  In fact, they took the apostles for 

gods and wanted to offer sacrifices to them, much to 

the chagrin of Paul and Barnabas.  But this Lystra 

contretemps remains the only exception to the 

general rule of universal understanding of the Greek 

language. 
 

Of course, Paul not only spoke the language, he had a 

written mastery of it also.  He wrote letters to the 

various churches in Greek.  Even the letter to the 

Romans, at the heart of the Empire, was composed in 

the Greek language, which culturally was often given 

preference over Latin.  On several occasions Paul 

quotes from Greek authors.  Writing to Titus, a 

young protégé he had left in charge of the work, he 

has an appropriate - though very unflattering - 

quotation concerning Cretans.  And in his first letter 

to the Corinthians, he quotes the Greek comedian 

Menander: ‘Bad company corrupts good character.’  
 

But it is notably in Athens, as would be expected in 

the intellectual capital of the world, that the Apostle’s 

Greek erudition is most evident.  In his speech to an 

audience of Stoic and Epicurean philosophers, he 

elects to identify with the Stoic element among his 

listeners by his ‘as certain of your own poets have 

said’ before quoting the Stoic poets Aratus and 

Cleanthes.  Summing up Paul’s mastery of Greek 

culture, a modern day Professor of Classics refers to 

the many echoes of classical authors and Greek 

philosophy in Luke’s abstract of the speech and 

concludes that these are eloquent testimony to Paul’s 

Greek education.  Indeed, but it must not be forgotten 

that on this occasion a native of one great university 

city was visiting another and it was natural that the 

junior representative should want to address the 

philosophers of the Ancient World on their own 

terms. 
 

Paul was an intellectual giant, whether considered as 

a Jewish rabbi or a master of Greek language and 

culture.  But he had a third side to his personality and 

that was his Romanitas.  This will be the theme of 

next month’s article. 
 

Rev.  Maurice Harrison 
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A Time of Change…? 
 

In the past eighteen months life has changed for 

everyone in ways we could never have imagined.  We 

have seen changes in the way we communicate with 

one another; in the way our children have received 

their education; in the way we work, shop, socially 

interact, and in dozens of the little things which make 

up our daily lives.  For example, at the start of this 

strange and difficult time some of us were afraid to 

get too involved with technology.  It was new to 

many of us, and unfamiliar.  However, our 

knowledge and understanding has developed at a 

pace, since it proved to be the only way to make 

contact with family and friends, and to stay in touch.  

It also proved to be a good way for children to 

interact with their teachers and to be involved with 

their learning and, for many adults working from 

home, became a viable and productive way of doing 

their jobs.  Many of us learned something new, 

became familiar with these new skills and absorbed 

them into our daily lives. 

 

A welcome development in our community in Stoke 

Canon was the way in which different groups within 

the village swung into action from the beginning.  

The Parish Council drew up a list of volunteers to 

call on as needed; the Village Shop offered food 

delivery; Church members divided among 

themselves names of villagers who had attended 

weekly lunches and undertook to contact them 

regularly. They sent out booklets of prayers, and craft 

packages to Messy Church families; and the 

Community Pub cooked take-away meals and 

delivered some to the more vulnerable folk.  People 

really came together to help and support their 

neighbours.  For some of us it meant reconnecting 

more closely with our families and spending precious 

time with them.  In many ways we have changed, and 

maybe learned valuable lessons in the way we 

understand each other and our relationships. 

 

We have been so fortunate here in the south-west, 

and particularly in these villages in the Exe Valley, to 

have seen very low infection rates of Covid-19 in our 

communities.  Perhaps times of being locked-down 

have caused us to appreciate what we have – good 

neighbours, daily walks in clean, fresh air, wonderful 

hedgerows and countryside, our gardens, birdsong.  

The list is endless!  And, with so many of us fully 

vaccinated – this is to be celebrated! 

 

However, we are all acutely aware of the suffering 

brought to so many through the pandemic, the loss, 

grief and pain for those whose lives will have 

changed dramatically and for whom the “normal” 

will never be the same again.  Tragically, so many 

lost loved-ones, through Covid and non-Covid-

related deaths, and so many families were unable to 

say their goodbyes in ways they would have wished. 

 

The pandemic has brought to our attention aspects of 

our society which should shock us.  For example, 

more than half of the people who died from Covid 

last year had a disability, and we now know that 

people from ethnic backgrounds, many of them 

working for the NHS, have been disproportionately 

affected.  In terms of health, equality, and 

employment it will be the poorest who will suffer the 

most.  So, what are the changes needed in our 

society?  Do we just build back, or should we be 

thinking of “building back better”? 

 

Change is often resisted, but Covid has taught us that 

we can cope with, and sometimes benefit from, 

changes in our lives.  Can we keep the best of the 

past, add in some lessons 

learnt today and work towards a better tomorrow?  In 

a world of frequent change, it is 

reassuring to know that God’s love is the one 

constant we can rely on. 

 

          “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday. today and 

for ever.”  -   Hebrews 13 v 8   

    -  Angela Richards 
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Legal Eagle 
 

I have written before of the benefits of using one’s 

credit card when making purchases where the cash 

price is between £100 and £30,000. The benefit lies 

in the availability to use the provisions of s75 

Consumer Credit Act 1974 to bring a claim against 

the provider of the credit where the supplier of the 

goods or services is guilty of a misrepresentation or 

breach of contract. Anyone who has seen the latest 

television advertisement from Barclays Bank 

encouraging the taking out of a Barclays Credit Card 

will be aware that one of the selling features relied on 

by Barclays is the facility to use the s75 provisions 

should the need arise. 

An anonymous corresponded to the Money Section 

of The Sunday Times wrote to highlight a difficulty 

which he was having in making use of the s75 

provisions. He had ordered last year, from Stephen 

Allen Menswear of Stourbridge 18 pairs of Y-front 

underpants. The correspondent mentioned that he had 

placed identical orders on at least two previous 

occasions with no problems. When the underpants 

arrived, he just put them away. 

The correspondent went on to explain that when he 

had worn a pair for the first time the elastic around 

the leg quickly became loose, making them 

uncomfortable. The same happened with the next two 

pairs. He therefore returned all the underpants to 

Stephen Allen but heard nothing from them. There is 

no explanation as to why, having heard nothing from 

Stephen Allen he did not contact them, nor is there 

any information on whether, when returning the 

underpants, he had asked for a full refund. It seems 

from the correspondence that he was content to rely 

on the provisions of s75 and made a claim against 

Tesco having used his Tesco credit card to make the 

purchase. 

Tesco’s response was to deny liability, claiming that 

there had been no breach of contract. This seems to 

have been an odd stance for Tesco to take, given that 

the cost of the underpants was £98, just under the 

£100 spending limit to qualify for a claim under s75 

so Tesco could simply have pointed this out and as 

far as the s75 claim was concerned, that would have 

been an end to the matter. There was the possibility if 

Tesco had wished to help their customer of them 

making a chargeback claim; Tesco could have asked 

Stephen Allen for a refund on behalf of its customer 

on the ground that the goods supplied were faulty. 

My assumption is that Tesco failed to do this, for had 

they done so they would have been admitting that 

Stephen Allen were in breach of contract which was 

what they were denying to refute the claim under 

s75. 

The argument advanced by Tesco that there had been 

no breach of contract is a curious one. S9 Consumer 

Rights Act 2015 requires goods to be of ‘satisfactory 

quality’ this means that they must meet the standard 

that a reasonable person would regard as satisfactory. 

S10 requires the goods supplied under the contract to 

be reasonably fit for purpose. It is difficult to see how 

it can be argued that Y-front underpants which, on 

first wearing, suddenly metamorphosise  into an 

uncomfortable cross between Y-fronts and boxers, 

can possibly be regarded as being of ‘satisfactory 

quality’ and ‘fit for purpose’. 

The tactic adopted by Tesco is not unfamiliar, a 

simple denial of liability, putting the customer to the 

inconvenience and possible expense of establishing 

the breach of contact. 

Fortunately in this particular instance all was not lost, 

as intervention by The Sunday Times resulted in 

Stephen Allen making a full refund without, 

however, any admission of liability. 

This is not the first occasion when underpants have 

been the subject of legal dispute. In the case of 

Grant -v- Australian Knitting Mills [1936], 

woollen underwear bought by the claimant caused 

him skin irritation due to a residue of chemicals left 

in the garments by the manufacturing process. It was 

held by the Privy Council, that the goods were not of 

‘merchantable quality’. The claim was brought under 

the Sale of Goods Act 1893, hence the use of the 

term ‘merchantable’; this has been replaced in 

modern legislation by the use of the word 

‘satisfactory’. 
 

Clive Hamblin. 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club July Update 

Our Rusty Rackets sessions with coach Jon Wills 

have proved very popular, so we are continuing 

them into July. They are aimed at those who would 

like to return to tennis but feel they need a bit of 

practice before joining a club. They are held on 

Saturday mornings, and anyone interested should 

contact Jon on 07555 505747 or email 

jrw23@hotmail.com. 

We are holding a Finals Day for our club 

tournaments on Sunday morning July 18 th , which 

all are welcome to come and watch – there is usually 

some exciting play to be seen. There is no 

Wimbledon ballot for club members this year as 

numbers of spectators are greatly reduced, but the 

limited tickets will be sold electronically on a first 

come first served basis. 

For all details about the club and our activities please 

see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 
 

Please see our website for all information and news. 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk  

 Sally Baldwin 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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History Society 
 

 
 

  
A Zoom Talk for the Thorverton History Society  

Dartmoor Conchies by Simon Dell 

 

On Friday 28th May, Simon Dell MBE, the Director 

of Moorland Guides, introduced us to the 

significance of ‘Conchies’ (Conscientious Objectors) 

from the First World war and of Dartmoor’s close 

association with them. 

 

The role of the conscientious objector has great 

personal significance to Simon and speaking from the 

heart, he explained the very great difference between 

the public perception of cowardice and the many 

commitments to faith, principle and bravery that 

these individuals maintained. 

 

Volunteers, ‘Pals’ and the professional army joined 

the front in the early stages of the Great War, 

however, enlistment was declared in 1916 to 

maintain the numbers required.  The only means to 

avoid being sent to fight was the Derby Scheme 

which allowed objection only after enlistment or an 

exemption. Of sixteen thousand applications for 

exemption, only three hundred were ever approved! 

 

Conscientious Objectors were classified into three 

categories: Alternativists prepared to assist like the 

Quakers Friends Ambulance Unit; Non Combatants 

who were prepared to go to war but not to fight, 

many for example joined the Royal Army medical 

Corps and Absolutists who refused in any 

circumstance. 

 

These men proved a significant problem to the 

politicians. Initially incarcerated and threatened with 

the death sentence, a Home Office Scheme suggested 

by William Brace MP, fortunately provided the 

answer. Isolate the Absolutists into ‘Brace Work 

Centres’ doing work of national importance. 

 

Dartmoor Prison became the ideal centre for such 

isolation.  In 1914 it had been emptied when nearly 

all the prisoners had been offered military service or 

were packed off to Parkhurst.  The idea had been for 

German prisoners of war to continue to provide the 

labour for the landowner, the Duke of Cornwall.  

Unfortunately insufficient numbers were captured to 

make this work.  So that when in March 1917 a 

‘home’ was sought for non combatants, Dartmoor 

provided the perfect solution and they remained there 

until 1919, after the return of the military survivors. 

 

Their work of national importance ranged from 

breaking granite, building the infamous’Road to 

Nowhere’, building and tending drainage ditches and 

aquifers, laundry, milking and chimney sweeping!  

For a payment of six pence a week these men 

laboured and remained isolated from the community 

and their families, out of sight and out of mind. 

 

The Second world War provided a very different 

moral dilemma and many of the issues of the conflict 

did allow these men of conscience to serve.  There is 

now a memorial and remembrance for them too. 

 

The talk was enlightening and illustrated with many 

personal anecdotes as well as photographs, 

illustrating both another feature of the significance of 

Dartmoor and a re-assessment of an historical 

perspective. 

 

Our last talk will be in July (Todd Gray:” The Black 

Shirts in Devon”) before we take a break in August. 

  

  

The Joy of Sunshine 
 

The Sun provides us with all the facilities and energy 

to make life on Earth possible. In addition, sunshine 

gives great benefits to the health of creatures on 

Earth. This June we all feel happier now that the rain 

in May has been replaced by skies with fewer clouds 

and more hot sunshine. 

 

Ancient Egyptians prayed to their Sun god Ra. They 

also thought that the Sun would prevent baldness (the 

jury is still out on this). Considering the origins of the 

Solar System, our Sun would be a logical choice for a 

god. The Sun, however, is a fairly ordinary star in an 

undistinguished part of the Milky Way galaxy, so it 

would be a god among many other gods (100 billion 

of them). 
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We see only a very small part of the sun’s radiation. 

Bees can see part of the UV beyond the blue end of 

our vision and we can ‘feel’ the effect of infrared on 

our skin. The radiation spectrum includes long 

wavelength radio and microwaves at one end and 

gamma- and X-rays at the short wavelength end. The 

seven colours of the rainbow are a myth. There is 

about 300 nanometres (billionths of a metre) 

difference of wavelength between the blue and the 

red ends of the visible spectrum, so you could name 

each nm as a different colour until you run out of 

vocabulary. The story is that Isaac Newton made up 

the extra colour of blue (indigo) to give 7 colours 

(ROYGBIV) for a religious reason. RYGB is 

generally sufficient, and your retina and your tv 

screen work very well on just 3 colours (RGB). 

 

Rickets, is a disease first described in 1645 and 

called Paedoplanchosteocaces, a name which didn’t 

really catch on. It causes softening of the bones and 

bad teeth. In extreme cases it is lethal. The cause of 

rickets was originally thought to be due to excess 

alcohol during pregnancy. Noting that disease was 

confined to northern latitudes and was unknown in 

Japan and tropical regions, it was found to be due to 

lack of sunlight. Vitamin D, which prevents rickets, 

is produced in the skin by UV rays from the Sun. The 

Inuit in Polar regions, despite losing the Sun for 

many months of the year, get their vitamin D from 

fish. Hence the use of cod liver oil supplements for 

children during WW2. I can still recall the daily 

teaspoonful after breakfast. I also remember going 

for sun lamp treatments sitting on a wooden chair in 

my underpants. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rickets, has been making a re-emergence among 

children glued to their computers and having a 

reduced exposure to sunlight. Less time outdoors at 

school, where some playing fields have been sold off, 

is a partial reason for shortage of vitamin 

D.  Sunblock creams reduce the amount of UV 

reaching the skin when you are outdoors in the  

sunshine. Note that people with darker skins 

have  more protection against UV and therefore more 

likely to lack vitamin D in northern latitudes. In the 

tropics, dark skin still allows sufficient UV to reach 

the skin. Even 15 mins exposure to strong sunlight 

will provide sufficient vitamin D in summer, but in 

winter, supplements may be needed. Oily fish, 

oysters, mushrooms and eggs all contain this vital 

vitamin.  

 

Sunlight also helps to cure tuberculosis. A study of 

American seamen discovered that although they had 

skin damage and a higher than normal incidence of 

melanoma, the occurrence of other cancers such as 

prostate and pancreatic was much rarer than normal. 

Many cancers are much more prevalent in northern 

latitudes and relatively uncommon in the tropics.  

 

Global Climate Change in this Anthropocene Age is 

caused  partly by our modern lifestyles and the 

burning of fossil fuels. Hopefully, this can be limited 

by the use of sunlight to generate electricity (and 

hydrogen). Solar panel installation is on the increase. 

Several weeks per year in UK now no longer need 

coal to be burned to generate electricity for the 

National Grid. The Sun is also the driving force in 

the weather patterns and the winds which power the 

turbines around our coasts and on hilltops.  

 

Exposure to sunlight boosts a hormone (serotonin) 

which helps your mood and makes you feel calm and 

more focused. Long, dark winters, especially north of 

the Arctic Circle, can cause depression, and the 

arrival of sun in spring is a reason for much rejoicing. 

As I write this on 15 June, the sunset over DInneford 

Meadow was particularly impressive with tiny white 

clouds lit from below by yellow-orange-red light, and 

continued for a long time as the Sun sank diagonally 

beyond Cadbury. Last week’s eclipse showed up the 

remarkable coincidence that the Moon appears from 

Earth to be exactly the same size as the Sun. 

 

The Sun will eventually expand and die, but it will 

take a very long time before we need to worry (some 

4.5 billion years), so in the meantime, continue to 

enjoy the sunshine and its many benefits. 

 

 

John Spivey  
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Trees of Thorverton  
 

2. Millennium Green Weeping Willow 

 

 
Photo by John Spivey 

 
This month I have chosen the weeping willow in the 

Millennium Green. There is a plaque in front of the 

tree (pictured at the top of the next column), which 

explains that this willow was given by an American 

couple – Bill and Anne Arthur - in gratitude for when 

American soldiers were billeted in Thorverton in 

1943-44. The soldiers were billeted in Nissen huts in 

the school field and some of the officers were in 

Bullen Street. Suzanne lived in one of the adjoining 

cottages. The soldiers stayed in Thorverton while 

training for the D Day landing. The Arthurs returned 

to Thorverton in 1995 and gave some money which 

allowed a tree to be planted a few years later. (I am 

grateful to Alex Fice for these brief notes.) 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Easterbrook is remembered in the village as 

a good actress with the TADS. She lived with her 

mother in Spring Cottage, in Bullen Street, Her 

father, John William Damerell Werrey-Easterbrook, 

who died in 1947, had served as Lieutenant 

Commander in the Royal Navy. 

 

 
 

This weeping willow is now a splendid, elegant tree 

by the stream, with the new bridge close to it, and 

with a welcoming seat just in front of it. It gives a 

perfect place for rest and reflection. There is 

something very peaceful about weeping willows, 

with their long bending branches and cascading 

leaves, gently swaying in any wind. In the early-

spring their catkins are delightful. I could get quite 

poetic about the tree, but you may prefer to 

experience its splendour yourself.  

 

Weeping willows are not native to Britain, but were 

common in northern China and other parts of Asia; 

they were brought to Europe along the Silk Road. 

They typically live for between 40 and 60 years. The 

scientific name for the weeping willow is Salix 

babylonica, however, this is something of a 

misnomer as Carl Linnaeus, who devised the naming 

system, believed that the trees were the same willows 

as those found beside the Rivers of Babylon (in the 

Bible) whereas in fact those were more probably 

poplars. Weeping willows do not mind wet ground 

and are typically found close to rivers and ponds. 

 

I do hope that we can continue to enjoy the beauty of 

this weeping willow for a good few years yet. 

 

Neville Lane
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Some like it hot… 
 

But I’m not among them.  The succession of hot days 

we have been experiencing lately has set me thinking 

about the 24 years or so we spent in the south of 

France.  We lived in a town a few miles from Avignon, 

in the heart of Provence, and during the summer 

months it was hot.  In July and August temperatures 

regularly rose to 30 degrees and some years even 

more.  The heat made everyday living very difficult. 

 You tried to fit in a couple of cold showers during the 

day and that cooled things down somewhat, but only 

for a while.   
 

The secret, of course, was to make the most of the 

fresher early morning hours.  I well remember feeling 

somewhat aggrieved when a telephone call from the 

agency that managed our fourth floor flat woke me up 

at seven o’clock one morning.  Then I realised - they 

were working summer hours, starting very early and 

then having a long break during the hottest part of the 

day before resuming in the early evening when it was 

cooler. 
 

It was a practice I adopted myself in later years, 

expecting our first language student at 7 am for a 

session on the terrace when it was relatively cool and 

pleasant.  The locals had a clever way of capturing and 

retaining that early morning fraicheur. They would 

open up the shutters at first light, let in the cool air and 

then close the shutters in an attempt to retain the lower 

temperature inside the house.  It worked fairly well, 

though at the cost of putting up with a rather gloomy 

interior for much of the day. 
 

Naturally, in such a context, local people seek the 

shade as much as possible.  Never did Noel Coward’s 

‘Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday sun’ 

become more meaningful to us than in those days. 

Except that to Englishmen you would have to add 

Germans, Dutch, Swedes and various other tourists 

from northern climes.  Among the many visitors we 

had over the years were my aunt and uncle from 

Halesowen in the West Midlands.  Uncle Stan was a 

sun-worshipper of the first order and during the time 

he was with us he duly went from white to pink to 

bright red.  He wasn’t particularly interested in 

Avignon’s Palais des Papes or the region’s Gallo-

Roman remains.  What he wanted was something often 

in short supply in Halesowen - sunshine leading to a 

tan.  How else would people know you’d been abroad 

for your holidays? 
 

Fiona had been heavily pregnant with our fourth child 

in the summer of 1979 and, being on the fourth floor 

and with no lift in our block, for weeks she had had to 

climb 64 stairs in the intense heat whenever she came 

home.  In 1980 we moved house, from that flat to what 

the French call a villa, i.e. a detached bungalow.  I 

pitied the removals men, huge fellows sweating and 

grunting as they struggled to manoeuvre our 

belongings down all those stairs.  I completely 

sympathised when they excused themselves at noon, 

saying they’d be back after a shower, meal and siesta. 
 

We were fortunate in that with our new home we had 

three terraces with overhanging trees and vegetation so 

that we could always find some shade around the 

garden.  Just walking the few yards through the 

burning heat to reach that shade was a trial.  When you 

absolutely had to go out in the car, finding a place to 

park in the shade was essential.  But sometimes there 

was no shade to be had and you had to come back to 

the dreaded ordeal of a vehicle that had been in the sun 

for perhaps several hours.  Opening the car door was 

literally like opening an oven.  And then there was the 

problem of the steering wheel, so hot by now that you 

couldn’t even put your hand on it, let alone grip it 

firmly and drive off.  We soon learned to wedge a 

purpose-bought cardboard shield behind the 

windscreen before leaving the car. 
 

Sleeping at night was always a problem.  It was no 

good leaving the windows open to admit some fresh 

air because it was hotter outside than in.  We bought a 

giant fan and left it on throughout the night to obtain at 

least some relief from the unrelenting enemy. 
 

Some people, though, appreciated the heat. ‘The hotter 

it gets, the happier I am,’ some of our friends would 

say. These were mostly pieds noirs, the French people 

who had settled in large numbers in our area  after 

being forced to leave their homes in Algeria following 

the war of independence at the time of General de 

Gaulle.  They loved the heat and sunshine, which 

reminded them of their North African roots. They 

could never go back home, but Provence was for them 

the next best thing. 
 

Our daughter, married to a Frenchman, still lives out 

there and naturally we have made regular return visits 

since coming to live in Devon more than twenty years 

ago - but never in the summer months … 
 

Maurice Harrison 
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Puzzles 
 
 If you want to know the answers to June’s puzzles do 

contact me, but I don’t intend to take up space with the 

answers here as no-one actually submitted any answers 

(you are all too shy). In any case, the Su Doku and Set 

Square problems hardly need to have the answers 

given as it is generally self-evident when one 

completes them. 

 

a) A [Rather Slow] Novelist at Work 

Frank Conroy, the author, is writing. His daily output 

is in proportion to the number of pages that remain to 

be written: the less that remains, the slower he goes. 

(According to the inner clock that determines Conroy’s 

speed, a fraction of a page counts as a full page.) If 

page one takes him 10 days to write and the final page 

takes 50 days, how many pages are there in the volume 

and how long will it take him to finish? 

 

 

d) Set Square  

Complete the grid so that each number from 1 to 9 is 

used just once and the sums work:

 

b) Vowels 

1. Can you give an English word containing the five 

vowels once and only once in their alphabetical order? 

 

2. Can you give an English word containing the five 

vowels once and only once in the reverse alphabetical 

order? 

 

c) Su Doku 

 

Here is another Su Doku puzzle (each horizontal and 

vertical line must contain each of the numbers from 

one to nine).  

 

 
 

Neville Lane 

Recipe 
Summer fruit compote 

A delicious Danish inspired compote which is good 

served with yogurt or ice cream 

as a summer pudding. 

 

500g (1 lb) mixed summer berries eg strawberries, 

raspberries, blueberries, 

loganberries, blackcurrants 

Squeeze of lemon juice 

75g (3oz) granulated sugar 

! teaspoonful cornflour mixed to a thin paste with 

water 

Place fruit, sugar, and lemon juice in a saucepan and 

gently bring to the boil, stirring 

frequently. Simmer for 2 – 3 minutes then stir in 

cornflour paste. Bring back to the 

boil, then remove from the heat and pour into a basin. 

Allow to cool and store in the 

fridge until needed. 

 

Paul Cleave 
 

Sustainable Crediton 

 

 x  -   

= 5 

+  +  x  

 

 +  x  = 45 

x  -  -  

5 +  +    2  

= 13 

= 40  

 

= 11  = 10 
 

Neville Lane 

 

 

9 8 1 6   3   

3  2 4 1    7 

    2    9 

 5     4 7  

         

 1 3     9  

8    4     

1    6 8 9  5 

  5  9 7  6 2 
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The Sky at Night 
 

July Sky at night quiz: match the correct photo of star 

life cycles to each paragraph 

 

1 planetary nebula - the C18th misnomer has never 

been corrected! The death of stars ultimately results in 

new star creation. At the end of life of a smallish star, 

like our Sun, expanding nuclear reactions in the core 

run out of fuel and so the massive gravity begins to 

crush the centre, heating it up from 15 to 150million 

degrees! It’s outer gas envelope heats up, brightens 

and expands, beyond Venus in our case. The ejected 

gas will expand for twenty thousand years, lit up 

predominantly blue-green whilst the core will 

eventually collapse into a white dwarf with half its 

original mass. 

 

2 supernova - a supernova occurs when a large star, 

between eight and 40 times heavier than our sun, runs 

out of fuel and the core collapses catastrophically on 

itself, in just a few seconds. Unbelievably, its core 

forms a super-dense neutron star or even the enigma 

that is a black hole. It can emit more energy in a few 

seconds than our sun will radiate in its lifetime of 10 

billions of years or so. As the photo suggests, it can 

briefly, over a few months, release more light than the 

rest of its galaxy. Also, most of the chemicals we need 

to make our planet Earth and the life upon it are 

created by such exploding stars! Shock waves 

permeating the ejected gases and other interstellar 

clouds can concentrate them into new proto-stars. 

The sky above us is spangled with the strikingly 

beautiful remains of supernovae from millions and 

billions of years ago. In our Milky Way, some 200 

billion stars, there should be a supernova every 50 

years or so. Yet supernovae visible to the eye alone are 

exceedingly rare. Like Halley’s Comet, you might see 

one in your lifetime, if you’re lucky. 

 

3 stellar nursery - within interstellar, molecular clouds 

of hydrogen gas are regions with higher density, where 

much gas and dust has coalesced following local shock 

waves or under their own gravity. These clumps are 

the beginning of star formation if gravitational forces 

are sufficient to cause the dust and gas to collapse 

together. In contrast, most areas of the interstellar 

medium contain predominantly ionized gas. 

 

4 proto star - stars form within collapsing fragments of 

cold gas clouds. As the cloud contracts under its own 

gravity, its central region becomes denser and hotter. 

At 15m deg, there is a flash as the core lights up, the 

collapsing fragment has transformed into a hot central 

protostar surrounded by a dusty disk roughly equal in 

mass, embedded in a dense envelope of gas and dust. 

This ‘Class 0’ phase is brief, lasting roughly 150,000 

years, and is the earliest developmental stage for stars 

like our Sun. 

A protostar has not yet developed the energy-

generating potential of a sun-like star, which fuses 

hydrogen into helium in its core. Instead, a protostar 

shines from the heat energy released by its contraction 

and by the accumulation of material from the disk of 

gas and dust surrounding it. Their light doesn’t easily 

escape but instead warms the dust which reradiates the 

energy in the form of heat detectable on Earth. 

 

5 protoplanetary disc - after the protostar, the 

surrounding disc of dust and gas forms the asteroids, 

planets and moons of a new solar system. Stages of its 

life cycle include the phases when the disc is 

composed mainly of submicron-sized particles, the 

evolution of these particles into grains and larger 

objects, the agglomeration of larger objects 

into planetesimals and finally into the planets which 

revolve in the same thin ecliptic plane which we 

observe as the line followed by all the planets, the 

Moon and our Sun across the sky. 

 

6 blue giant star - is simply a name given to any stellar 

object of a certain brightness.  The luminosity of a star 

is a measure of its energy output. Paradoxically, size is 

not a factor. These stars can be anything from five to 

10 times the size of our Sun. Compare that with red 

giants, which can be 100 -2000 times larger. 

Unlike red giant stars that are extremely swollen, blue 

giants are massive, they contain a lot of material. 

When blue stars die, their cores are so big that they are 

unable to support themselves (the repulsive forces of 

their neutrons can’t resist the tremendous forces of 

gravity) which means that the core will keep on 

collapsing until it forms a black hole. 

 

7 white dwarf - Sirius B can be seen as a faint point of 

light to the lower left of the much brighter Sirius A in 

the photo. Formed from the collapsed core of a star 

within a planetary nebula, a white dwarf is 

very dense and bright-hot. Its mass is comparable to 

that of the Sun, while its volume is comparable to that 

of Earth. There are currently thought to be eight white 

dwarfs among the hundred star systems nearest the Sun 

and over 97% of the other stars in the Milky Way will 

form white dwarfs. 

 

8 black hole - this entity is truly unimaginable: with a 

mass anywhere from 10 to several billion suns, 

literally occupying less than a pinhead in volume, the 

singularity, it is a region of spacetime where gravity is 

so strong that nothing (no particles or even radiation 

such as light) can escape from it. Oddly, objects 

whose gravitational fieldsare too strong for light to 

escape were first considered in the C18th century. The 

discovery of neutron stars by Jocelyn Bell Burnell in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ionized_gas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planetesimal
http://www.astronomytrek.com/10-interesting-facts-about-red-giant-stars/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Density
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milky_Way
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spacetime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravitation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Particle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravitational_field
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutron_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jocelyn_Bell_Burnell
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1967 sparked interest in gravitationally 

collapsed compact objects. The first black hole was 

duly discovered four years later! 

Black holes form when very massive stars collapse at 

the end of their life cycle and can continue to grow by 

absorbing mass from other stars, gas and dust. 

Observations of a black hole called H1743-

322 revealed it sucked matter from a companion star, 

then spat some of it back out as gigantic gobs of gas 

moving at nearly a quarter the speed of light. If you 

want a hint of the sensation of travelling into a black 

hole: 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2019/10/

12/ask-ethan-how-dense-is-a-black-

hole/?sh=4630efc85b92 

 

but strap yourself in! 

 

 

 
A 

 

 

Peter Hargood  

 
B 

 

 

 
C 

 

 
 

D 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravitational_collapse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravitational_collapse
https://www.space.com/14222-nasa-black-hole-jets-gas-bullets.html
https://www.space.com/14222-nasa-black-hole-jets-gas-bullets.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2019/10/12/ask-ethan-how-dense-is-a-black-hole/?sh=4630efc85b92
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2019/10/12/ask-ethan-how-dense-is-a-black-hole/?sh=4630efc85b92
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2019/10/12/ask-ethan-how-dense-is-a-black-hole/?sh=4630efc85b92
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Answers on Page 32 
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Adverts 
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TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  
and Trampers 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 12th June 

 

For the first post – lockdown walk we were 

fortunate enough to have fantastic weather as 9 of us 

completed a circular walk from Morchard Road.  

 
This was a 6 mile walk initially following the Two 

Moors way over the railway and up into Morchard 

Bishop. This part of mid Devon is very little walked. 

The tracks were very overgrown in places but the wild 

flowers growing made them charming – perhaps even 

made us ignore the copious amount of stinging nettles! 

 

We stopped for coffee under a large tree in a field 

where the sun made it very tempting to linger longer 

than we should.  

 
On reaching Morchard Bishop we discovered that the 

little village shop was selling all sorts of goodies – hot 

drinks, panninis and ice cream. We weren’t in a rush 

so it would have been rude not to stop and support a 

local business. With our lunch purchased we sat in the 

churchyard in the sunshine, enjoying the views over 

the surrounding countryside towards Dartmoor..  We 

left the Two Moors Way and headed south, passing 

through Oldborough and into a sunken lane known as 

Gollands Lane. The guidebook says this is something 

of a quagmire and they were not wrong! Despite the 

dry weather we’d had this was a very wet and muddy 

section. We passed along the edges of wheat fields 

before retracing our steps to the car park. 

 

Afterwards Brigid invited us to her home nearby for 

tea and cake. It was lovely to catch up with her, and 

with each other, after so long of not walking. Thank 

you to Brigid for her hospitality.  

 
Future Walks: 

There are restrictions on how many people can travel 

in a car together so we are not going to share cars from 

outside the church. Instead each walk will have 

directions to the start given in the walk description sent 

out about a week beforehand.  

Also at this time we are all subject to the ‘rule of 6’ 

inside, so no pub lunches inside if there are more than 

6 of us! Make sure you bring a packed lunch. 

 

June 26th - led by Ann around Shobrooke 

July 10th led by Caroline. 

July 24th – led by Jenny.  

All walks will have details emailed to those on the list 

about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles 

in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however 

precise details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed approximately a 

week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window 

and on the village notice board. If you would like to be 

included on the email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 
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The Garden in July 
 

From July onwards, it should be possible to enjoy all 

the hard work that has gone on in the months before. 

However, you still might be doing catch-up from the 

cold, wet May and very warm weather later in June. 

Our more gradual spring weather seems to have 

deserted us this year and winter has jumped to 

summer. 

So, to work. Plant out anything still in pots and water 

regularly until established, usually for about two to 

three weeks. This period is important in the life of a 

young or transplanted plant, because the root system 

has to attach to particles in the soil to extract water 

locked in the soil. Water can then be taken up by the 

root hairs and into the plant cells by a miraculous 

process called osmosis. Osmosis is the system the 

plant uses to pass the water from cell to cell to the top 

of the plant. Nature is quite amazing.  

Wherever you place a new plant, whether it is flowers, 

vegetables, shrubs or trees, you have to be the life-line 

until this happens. If on top of this, it’s very hot and 

dry, the plants will need more water because to keep 

cool they will transpire through their leaves. To do 

this, they take up more water than usual. Sorry if this 

all sounds like a GCSE biology lesson but it so 

important to understand why watering is of the utmost 

importance. Always water around the roots for it is the 

roots that take up the water. 

Water your plants in the earlier part of the morning on 

a hot day and if possible again at night. This enables 

the plant to become ‘turgid’, that is full of water and 

much less likely to suffer from stress. If the plant 

appears to be in standing water, you have possibly 

been over zealous or, more likely, you have an under- 

ground drainage problem. This can occur when the soil 

is turned over at one level and no deeper over several 

seasons. If you rotavate regularly, this can sometimes 

cause a problem.  In the past this would have been 

cured by double digging to remove the compacted soil 

called a pan, to break up the compacted ground and let 

air back into the lower level of soil. 

This worked well but is hard physical work and 

completely breaks up any mycorrhizal fungal activity 

that builds up over the years under the soil and is 

helpful for the plants well-being. This is one of the 

main arguments against digging over the soil. So how 

can you produce healthy soil without digging? It is 

possible but demands a different way of looking at 

your gardening and usually a less tidy appearance. It 

still involves physical work but not through digging. 

Large amounts of organic matter have to be brought 

onto the plot forming a deep bed on top of the soil and 

allowed to rot down. The topping up must be kept up 

to keep the soil covered at a sufficient depth to prevent 

the regrowth of weeds. 

On my allotment, I have been experimenting with this 

method with varying degrees of success. In next month 

I will give more details about the results and failures 

and successes. Whatever you do outside in your 

garden, enjoy it and spend some time sitting and 

relaxing. 

        Happy gardening  
 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 

(Part 5a) Julius Caesar 
 

Julius Caesar is a mirror in which the present age can 

see itself. Shakespeare takes a page of Roman 

history and uses it to show some disastrous truths 

about men and politics, and the result is a masterpiece. 

 

The play opens in Rome. Caesar is master of the city 

and most of the known world, and the Roman citizens 

decide "to take a holiday to see Caesar and to rejoice in 

his triumph." Politicians fear that he will use his 

enormous popularity to become a tyrant. He is on the 

way to the races when someone shouts,  

"Beware the ides of March." This is the first sign of 

coming disaster, but Caesar ignores it. "He is a 

dreamer; let us leave him; pass." 
 

Cassius and Brutus are both old friends of Caesar, and 

as the crowd moves on, the two men are left behind. 

Brutus is a noble Roman of an ancient family, and 

Cassius is a brilliant politician. Cassius plans the 

destruction of Caesar, and he delicately begins to edge 

Brutus towards accepting his plan. Cassius first 

reminds his friend of the days when the three men 

were equals and Caesar challenged him to a swimming 

match. It turns out that Caesar would have drowned if 

Cassius had not rescued him. 
 

And this man 

Is now become a God and Cassius is 

A wretched creature and must bend his body, 

If Caesar carelessly but nod at him. 
 

Cassius also recalls another time Caesar was sick of a 

fever in Spain, and how he cried for water like a sick 

girl, and how he shook. " 'Tis true, this God did 

shake." He is still an ordinary man, as he was then, but 

his political triumphs have resulted in Caesar being 

regarded as somehow super-human. This is jealousy in 

action! 
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The wind brings a shout from the people at the races, 

and Brutus speculates that some new honour is being 

accorded Caesar. Cassius sees his plan is beginning to 

work: 
 

Why man, he doth bestride the narrow world 

Like a Colossus; and we petty men 

Walk under his huge legs and peep about 

To find ourselves dishonourable graves. 
 

Rome has always had a tradition of democratic 

government, and Cassius reminds Brutus it was one of 

his own ancestors who destroyed a tyrant and helped 

found republican Rome. But Brutus will not commit 

himself, beyond a cautious promise to think over what 

Cassius has said. 
 

They can speak together no longer, for Caesar is 

returning from the games. He eyes the gaunt fanatical 

Cassius, and catching his expression, turns to his close 

friend, Mark Antony. 

 

Let me have men about me that are fat, 

Sleek-headed men and such as sleep o' nights: 

Yon Cassius hath a sleek and hungry look, 

He thinks too much: such men are dangerous. 
 

Mark Anthony refuses to believe that any danger can 

come from a man like Cassius, but Caesar shows 

brilliant insight.  
 

Such men as he be never at heart's ease, 

Whilst they behold a greater than themselves, 

And therefore are they very dangerous. 

I rather tell thee what is to be feared 

Than what I fear; for always I am Caesar. 
 

Caesar is beginning to think that he is as godlike as 

people believe him to be, and then Shakespeare adds 

two lines that mark his greatness and bring mighty 

Caesar back to earth. 
 

Come on my right hand, for this ear is deaf, 

And tell me truly what thou think'st of him. 
 

Caesar is as human as those around him, even though 

he will not recognise it. 
 

We next learn from Casca, a friend of Brutus, that 

Caesar was three times offered the royal crown, and 

three times reluctantly refused it, in Casca's opinion, to 

please the people. He had the crowd in such a state that 

they would have shouted for him had he "stabbed their 

mothers." 
 

Brutus's faith in Caesar by now is badly shaken. Seeing 

his friend's mind is moving in the right direction, 

Cassius decides to apply a little more pressure. He 

arranges for some fake petitions in several kinds of 

handwriting to be thrown through Brutus's window so 

that it will look like a spontaneous outpouring of 

appeals from Roman citizens. 
 

Deeply troubled, Brutus is unable to sleep. His family 

has always served the city, and the tradition is bred 

into his bones. He cannot let a tyrant destroy his 

beloved Rome; better to destroy the tyrant, but Caesar 

is his friend. The conflict haunts him and there is only 

one solution: "It must be by his death." 
 

To be continued …… 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

After all the rain in May, out came the sun on 26th and 

just in time to make a beautiful bank holiday and 

schools half term. Late spring nature wise was around 

three weeks behind. I saw my first swifts on 26th May 

when normally this sighting would be around the 5th of 

the month. In my moth trap I caught my first 

cockchafer or May bug on 27th May whereas last 

year’s first specimen was trapped 24th April and 10th 

May in 2019. The warmth of the first half of June 

brought nature back on track but the effect of the 

weather in spring has not helped butterflies with 

sightings well down.  

 

In April Focus I reported finding my first ever scarce 

fungus weevil, and then on 23rd May I spotted a 

slightly smaller one. I was worried it would be trodden 

on where it was but then it scuttled along and took 

flight. By sheer coincidence this weevil species was 

shown on Springwatch in a slot about a lady who 

photographs insects in a park in Peckham, London. It 

was the first one she had seen in six years.  

 

I have not been walking much during the second half 

of May and first half of June but did do my local walk 
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on the morning of 31st May. I was delighted to find my 

first dog roses and honeysuckle in flower. I spotted a 

web on spindle and as I stepped forward I flushed out a 

silver-ground carpet moth. This is a day flyer and very 

common. A few steps further on and a pair of birds 

landed in the first of a row of young oaks. I think they 

were linnets and how I wished I had my binoculars. 

The female was carrying nesting material. I did not 

move as I wanted to see where they would go but 

neither of us moved. I gave up and carried on only to 

glance back and see them disappear in the hedge. In 

the next but one tree was Mr Whitethroat looking at 

me with his sparkly eye but no warning chiding this 

time. These young oaks are vantage points for all 

manner of birds, I’ve seen kestrel here before and it’s a 

good stretch of lane for ‘birders’. On my way back I 

saw a hen chaffinch collecting food for chicks.  

 

On the afternoon of 5th of June Lin Balkwill and I 

decided  to walk up Colaton Lane to see if we could 

spot a glow-worm larva and  amazingly found this one 

on the road close to the hedge. Glow-worm larvae 

inject a digestive juice into snails and then suck up the 

dissolved remains. Both sides of the lane are littered 

with snail shells and extend all the way to the highest 

point of the lane. Glow-worms are not seen beyond 

that point when we do the night surveys. Have a look 

the next time you walk along a lane and you won’t find 

a continuous line of snail shells but you will in Colaton 

lane this time of year. Adult glow-worms do not feed 

at all.  

 

The nature walk I offered up on 19th June went ahead 

with just John Spivey, Ros Brimacombe, Xanthe 

doggy and me. It was mainly cloudy but little sunshine 

meant not as many insect sightings as was hoped. 

Nevertheless we saw speckled wood, small 

tortoiseshell and meadow brown butterflies and several 

day flying micro moths called nettle-tap appropriately 

milling around nettles. Hogweed flower umbels are an 

excellent source for insect sightings and on one we 

found a shiny green thick-legged flower beetle. 

Umbels of the poisonous hemlock water dropwort 

were another source of nectaring insects. A large clock 

(seed head like dandelion) of Jack-go-to-bed-at-noon 

or goat’s-beard was photographed. The flowers open 

early and close at noon. There are lots of other flowers 

about including yellow meadow vetchling and newly 

opened meadow sweet. Many webs of larvae of micro 

moth spindle ermine were on spindle. 

 

 

   

A to Z  Spindle Tree Euonymus europaeus 

A native small tree or shrub of England, Wales and 

Ireland but absent from  

Scotland. The off-white four petal flowers will be gone 

over by the time you read this as they flower in May 

and June. By September bright pink four lobed seed 

capsules are formed and in November open to expose 

bright orange aril covering white seeds that are very 

attractive to birds. Seeds are poisonous but harmless to 

birds and in digesting seeds help to disperse spindle. 

 

 
 

 

 

Last Word 

Big Butterfly Count is from 16th July for three weeks 

and I expect there will be national publicity as usual 

for this event. I hope by then more butterflies will be 

on the wing for us to record. 

Next month I will be writing about a peculiar species 

of seaweed. 

 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

Answers to Sky at Night Quiz 
Key: 
1=G, Cat’s Eye Nebula, University of 
Maryland/NASA 
2=E, Hubble Image of Supernova 1994D 
in galaxy NGC 4526  
3=H, Hubble NASA/ESA image within the 
Carina nebula 
4=F, ESA Hubble image of HBC1 
5=C, Disc AS 209, ALMA telescope 
(ESO/NAOJ/NRAO) 
6=B, Alcyone, courtesy of Hubble NASA  
7=D, Sirius B, courtesy of Hubble NASA 
8=A, supermassive black hole in centre of 
galaxy Messier 87 
 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Adverts  
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly made sandwiches 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to Saturday 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic  approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym studio 

in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk  

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern 
Upholstery 

 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. RepairsCity and Guilds Qualified. 

Over 25 years experience. 
 

12  
Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, Tiverton. 

EX16 6SR 
 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 
John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 
Tel: 01392 861423/07970  

875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Postcards of Thorverton 
 

Photos taken by Alex and Sim Fice  

available from 

 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office 

 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-

school and Thorverton Post Office 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Get your business 

known in 

Thorverton 

 

Advertise here for just 

£4 per month  

for a Quarter page in 

black & white or in 

colour  

for £8 per month 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Neville Lane 

Parish Clerk             Mrs Alison Marshall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 5NU.   
Phone: 01392 861228. 

 

Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk – 861228. 
 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler and C. Nicholls 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler 08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls  

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

 

July 5th and 19th      July 12th and 26th 

August 2nd, 16th and 31st (Tues.)    August 9th and 23rd 
 

Mobile Library 
15.45–16.30 in Quarry Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursday 8 July, 5 Aug, 2 & 30 Sept, 28 Oct, 25 Nov. 
 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for National Bus Pass-holders was withdrawn to help ensure 

capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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