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them with information on activities in the parish; 

• For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

• To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

• To promote local businesses through advertising; and 
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LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES  
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Front Cover:  Footbridge over the Ford – John Slater 

 
The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 

Hello all,  

 

What a difference in the weather! When I wrote for 

last edition of Focus, we had just had a wet, 

miserable few weeks. Then it was as if someone 

turned the tap off; the sun came out and we had a 

heat wave!  It was so hot that I even saw a lizard in 

my courtyard (see opp).  

 

Talking of little visitors, after the write-up on the 

baby hedgehog I found, I had a lovely email from 

Elizabeth Curzon-Howe to say that there was a 

Rescue Centre for hedgehogs a lot closer to home in 

Sandford. Apparently, hedgehogs are now considered 

to be on the endangered species list because of the 

huge decline in numbers. There were over 35 million 

after WW11, which is now down to under 1 million. 

I’ve spoken to the Centre Manager and said that we 

would do an article on it in next month’s edition, so 

watch this space. 

 

Congratulations to the winners of ‘Thorverton in 

Bloom’ (see page 2 for full Judges comments and 

lovely pics on back page).  

 

I hope you enjoy this month’s Focus, and I look 

forward to seeing some of you at the Thorverton Dog 

Show on the 14th August.  
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John Slater, Editor  

 

Puzzles ..................................................................... 20 

Sky at Night ............................................................. 21 
A Spoonful of Support ............................................. 21 
Shakespeare for Students ......................................... 24 

Trees of Thorverton ................................................. 25 

Adverts ..................................................................... 26 

Nature Notes ............................................................ 29 

The Joy of Sailing .................................................... 30 

The Garden in August .............................................. 32 

Adverts ..................................................................... 33 

Thorverton Parish Information ................................ 49 
Thorverton Organisations ........................................ 49 
Doctors’ Surgeries ................................................... 51 
Waste Collection Dates............................................ 53 
Mobile Library ......................................................... 53 
Road works .............................................................. 53 
Bus Services ............................................................ 53 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Focus on Thorverton  2   Vol 52 No7 August 2021 
 

 

Notices  
 
Constance Mary Fice (Connie) sadly died 

peacefully at home on Saturday 24th July, she had 

lived her whole life in Thorverton and was just three 

weeks and one day away from her 90th birthday. Her 

funeral service will be held at Thorverton Church 

on Thursday the 5th August at 09.30 followed by a 

private family cremation at the East Devon 

Crematorium.  
 

Thorverton in Bloom 

 

The Parish Council was keen to see Thorverton 

looking its floral best this summer so, in order to 

encourage participation from villagers, decided to 

instigate Thorverton in Bloom, with judging to take 

place at the end of June to choose Thorverton’s Most 

Floral Street. A prize of £100 is being made to the 

winning street. (The judges’ comments are below.) 

We hope that this will be the first of something that 

will run each summer, so please be inspired by some 

of the displays this summer and give some thought to 

a display for your street for next year. 

Neville Lane 

 

Judges’ Comments 
 

Over several visits along the length of each street we 

were very impressed with the efforts that many 

residents had put to making their area of the street 

most colourful. We considered many factors, 

including that some streets naturally lend themselves 

to front of property display and for some that was 

more of a challenge. We know, of course, that many 

places have a beautiful floral display every year, 

whereas some, we were pleased to see, had made that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

extra special effort this year, even if not until the last 

minute!  

 

No matter how large or small the presentation, we 

hope that all the participants have enjoyed putting in 

that extra time and thought and we know it has been 

appreciated by the many villagers who have viewed 

and commented on all the wonderful, fun and 

imaginative examples. If you haven’t had a chance 

yet to see all those shown in the Thorverton in Bloom 

collage, then we recommend you do so! 

 

However, the street considered to have the most 

community participation for 2021 is The Bury. 

Congratulations to all. It was particularly noted that 

virtually every household in The Bury contributed in 

some way.  

 

There were, naturally, several very strong contenders, 

who we are sure will be keen to encourage more of 

their neighbours to have a go next year. Altogether a 

brilliant showing again from the Thorverton residents 

in making this such a wonderful village in which to 

live.  

 

 

From John Spivey of Dinneford Springs 

 
We are enjoying the articles on the trees of 

Thorverton. There is one small correction needed on 

the information about the weeping willow in the 

Millennium Green.  

 

It was the evergreen garrya elliptica next to the 

willow which was planted in memory of Suzanne 

Easterbrook. 
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Thorverton Cricket Club Sessions for 
Young People 

For any questions: jcomay71@gmail.com 

 
 

The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 

Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 

the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 

their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 

expenses related to their medical personal and 

educational needs.  Applications for a specific 

purpose or need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are particularly 

favoured. 

 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 

the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 

Road, Thorverton.   

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 013923 860535. 

   

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 
 

We offer a very wide range of post office 

and banking services, easy CASH withdrawal, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards for every occasion (well nearly!), local 

postcards, posting and packing materials, 

health lottery tickets, phone top-ups, 

photocopying + lots more 
 

   

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 
  

  Thorverton Co-operative Trust Shop 

  Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

  Saturday     8.00 – 12.00 

  Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 
                           

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Saturday      9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  Closed 
 

 

 

 

                        
 Thorverton  

Royal British Legion 

 

This year we will again be organizing our Cream Tea 

delivery service, delivered to your front door on 

Saturday the 7th August. High levels of health and 

hygiene are always observed, hand sanitiser and 

gloves will be used during the production and 

delivery. The cost is £3.75 each. 

 

Last year we delivered 320 cream teas of which 40 

were donated free to NHS workers in our local area as 

recognition and appreciation of all the hard work they 

have done during the Corona virus, we would like to 

do the same again this year so please contact us for 

your free NHS cream tea. 

 

All proceeds this year are in aid of “Hospice” the 

“Poppy Appeal” and Thorverton RBL 

Branch/Community fund. Please support if you can. 

 

 Contact Alex or Penny Fice Tel. 861136 or E-Mail 

srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Thorverton RBL branch with the parish council’s 

permission had been looking after the Jubilee green 

for the past year as a community project. We have 

decided to carry on for another year cutting the grass, 

tending to the flower beds and weeding/cleaning the 

stream, thanks to Penny for replanting the four granite 

troughs with bedding plants and to John Mortimore for 

helping to sponsor them. 

 

The grass cutting team are Rob Flatt, Dom Carbines, 

Sam & Alex Fice.  

 
 

 

mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Enjoy a cream tea in aid of local 

children’s hospice  

 
People in Devon are being invited to tuck into a 

cream tea and raise a few pounds for their local 

children’s hospice. 

 

The Big South West Cream Tea takes place over the 

August Bank Holiday weekend and organiser 

Children’s Hospice South West (CHSW) is asking 

supporters to join in by holding their own cream tea 

fundraiser with friends and family. 

 

“Just grab some scones, a spoonful of strawberry jam 

and a dollop of clotted cream – not necessarily in that 

order! – and join the party,” said CHSW area 

fundraiser Bernadette Chambers. 

 

“You can enjoy a Great British classic at home, the 

park or even virtually and help raise vital funds for 

local families.  

 

“It’s a lovely way to help celebrate CHSW’s 30th 

anniversary, and if you are able to raise £30 or more 

we’ll send you a special CHSW 30th anniversary 

medal.” 

 

The charity, which runs three children’s hospices 

across the South West, including Little Bridge House 

near Barnstaple, has everything you need you need to 

hold your own cream tea fundraiser.  

 

“Register your event on our website to receive your 

free fundraising pack, which includes invites, recipe, 

‘#JamFirst’ and ‘#CreamFirst’ signs, donation form, 

bunting, thank-you cards and more,” added 

Bernadette. 

 

“You’ll also find links to businesses that can deliver 

a cream tea straight to your front door with a 

donation going to CHSW. 

 

“If you’d prefer to hold your cream tea before or after 

the August Bank Holiday that’s absolutely fine; 

however and whenever you plan to take part in the 

Big South West Cream Tea, every penny you’re able 

to raise will make a real difference to children with 

life-limiting conditions and their families.” 

 

The Big South West Cream Tea is kindly sponsored 

by Happy Days Nurseries, which operates 18 

nurseries throughout the South West and is also 

celebrating 30 years this year. 

 

Marketing manager Rebekah Fice-Thomson said: 

“CHSW is very dear to our hearts, so we’re delighted 

to be able to support The Big South West Cream Tea 

fundraiser this summer. 

 

“We are looking forward to celebrating our own 30th 

birthday with a cream tea on September 4 and raising 

as much as we can for such an important charity.” 

 

To register your cream tea event or for more 

information, visit www.chsw.org.uk/creamtea 

Join The Big South West Cream Tea Facebook event 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2998303993722242  

 

East Devon Arts Festival online 
Although we were not able to hold the East Devon 

Arts Festival in Thorverton Parish Church this May, 

we are once again holding online exhibitions instead, 

to support the artists and to raise money for the 

Church. The online exhibitions are on Facebook, but 

you don't have to sign up to Facebook to see them: 

they are publicly available 

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFvirtual is the art 

exhibition  

https://www.facebook.com/EDAFcraftex is the craft 

exhibition. 
 

We hope you enjoy them. Please tell your friends and 

support the Church by making an online donation. 
 

Royston Kershaw and Jean Brown 

Thorverton PCC 

http://www.chsw.org.uk/creamtea
https://www.facebook.com/events/2998303993722242
https://www.facebook.com/EDAFvirtual
https://www.facebook.com/EDAFcraftex
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Introduction to REWE Social Club your local 

licensed friendly club 

 

We are situated on the ground floor at Rewe 

village hall . Pre -covid lockdown we were a 

thriving social club and are now almost sixteen 

months on and are trying to get the club up and 

running again.  We are initially going to open 

two evenings a week starting on Friday 30th &. 

Saturday 31st July and will continue to open each 

week on Fridays & Saturdays until we get back 

up to strength. We are a family club and invite 

parents to bring their children along if they so 

wish .We think you will be pleasantly surprised 

at what is on offer for you to enjoy, so why not 

come along see for yourself and if you like what 

you see join in the activities and help the club 

progress into the future we value your support. 

We are offering twelve months free 

memberships to encourage people to come along 

and meet their neighbours and friends and spend 

many enjoyable evenings together. The club will 

initially open from 8 to 10-30pm. as we are a 

members club we will ask you to fill out a 

membership form so that we have a record of our 

members , This is a licensing requirement for 

clubs but is a simple name and address record 

nothing to put you off . 

 So why not come along and join in the fun and 

help to keep a valuable asset in your village it is 

the only pub in REWE offering much more than 

just a drink We look forward in anticipation to 

you paying us a visit soon . 

 

Hospiscare Open Gardens 

A grand total of £445 has been raised  

for Hospiscare  

from the June opening of the gardens at  

13 Silver Street and Rose Cottage, Jericho Street. 

Thank you to all who attended 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 

The Annual General Meeting of the Friends will 

be held on October 6th 2021 at 2.30 pm in 

Silverton Community Hall. 

Dr Anthony O’Brien will speak about “The 

future for General Practice”. 

All are welcome 
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Thorverton 
Memorial Hall 
       
It’s great to see the hall 

slowly coming back to life 

with people enjoying evening 

sewing classes, the Toddler 

Group meetings on Thursday 

mornings and, from 13 

September, there are Pilates 

classes on Monday and Wednesday mornings. 

Coming up in August: 

 

THORVERTON KRUFTS DOG SHOW – 

followed by music and fun! 

On Saturday 14 August the ever-popular dog show 

(see programme) will take place followed by music 

and fun from 2pm – 6pm with children’s 

entertainment from WizzBang, music with Stay 

Lucky, bar, ice creams, teas, food and stalls – if 

anyone is interested in having a stall on the day, 

please call Mike Shelton on 01392 861027 as soon 

as possible. 

 

 It should be a great day out so please come along to 

enjoy the fun and support your hall. As with all our 

events, there will be hand sanitiser available for 

anyone who would like to use it and you are 

welcome to wear masks if you prefer. 

 

For an ideal way to catch up on the 'local goss' and 

have a chat with friends come along to our new 

monthly Coffee Mornings starting on Wednesday 18 

August (for the first one) at the Hall between 10am 

and 12 midday. Coffee, tea, cake and toasted tea 

cakes will be available, everyone is welcome so see 

you there! 

 

With weddings in August/September it’s going to be 

a busy summer for the hall and in autumn there’s 

something for everyone to enjoy:  

on Friday 29 October Family Halloween Party:  

 

Friday 1 October Owdyado Theatre;  

 

Saturday 30 October Jim Causley, folk singer;  

 

Saturday 13 November Craft Fair;  

 

Sunday 28 November Tree Lighting Ceremony and 

on  

 

Thursday 9 December Christmas Bingo. We are also 

planning to start our film nights again, more details 

to come. 

  

TMH Committee: Russ Clarke (Chair); Sarah 

Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Tim Cusack, Ian Ford, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts, Sue Hyde, Jenny Reygate, 

Dave Reygate, Mike Shelton, Jan Wills, Clare 

O'Connor.  

 

Thorverton Krufts Dog Show, Thorverton Village Hall, Saturday 14 August 2021 

 
In aid of Thorverton Village Hall 

 

Judging starts at 2pm (entries in the ring) £1 per class 

 

Best in show (Winners of Classes 1 – 10) and Rosettes for 1 - 4 

 

Judge: Joan Kidley          Steward: Sheila Gozzett 

 
Class 1          Most Handsome Dog 

 

Class 2         Prettiest Bitch 

 

Class 3        Best Veteran (7-10 years old) 

 

Class 4        Best Veteran (11 years plus) 

 

Class 5        Best Rescue 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 6        Best Crossbreed 

 

Class 7     Best Junior Handler (up to 14 years 

old) 

Class 8      Waggiest Tail 

 

Class 9      Most Appealing Eyes 

 

Class 10    Best Trick 
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LUCY’S LARDER 
 

in Thorverton Parish Church Porch  

9am to 4pm every day 
 

Please continue to help yourself, if in need, to the food and other items in Lucy’s Larder. 

 

Thank you to those who have contributed items. Donations of foodstuffs are welcome and 

can be added directly to the Larder boxes. 
 

Any surplus is given to the Tiverton based Churches Housing Action Team foodbank, 

Coggan's Well House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton. 

 

If you or anyone you know needs further support, contact the C19 Group  

who may be able to provide additional help.  

email: thorvertonc19@gmail.com  

or Tel: 01392 861062 or 07496 392106. 

 

Jim Causley at Thorverton Memorial Hall, Saturday 30th October 

 

In the evening of Saturday 30th October (save the date) Jim 

Causley is booked to entertain us at the Memorial Hall with his 

‘Songs of Devon’. Jim is a proud Devonian, award winning 

folk singer and musician who has dedicated much of his career 

to researching and reviving the forgotten gems of songs from 

his native western peninsula.  

 

Drawing from the collections of Victorian folksong collectors 

such as Sabine Baring-Gould and Cecil Sharp as well as more 

modern collectors and writers including Cyril Tawney and 

Tony Rose, living singers as well as a few of his own self-

penned hits, Jim will present an evening jam-packed with 

Devonshire delights that richly bring to life the distinct flavour 

of music making from this part of the country.  

 

Jim Causley has been a BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards nominee on 

six occasions and was their “Singer of the Year” in 2017.  He 

has been described by Mojo Magazine as “the finest singer of 

his generation” and by the West Country father of folk, Geoff 

Lakeman, as “a voice in a million”. 

 

This is a rare opportunity to be entertained by such an 

accomplished musician and singer. Details of the concert and 

on tickets will be in September’s Focus. 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Ltd  

supporting Thorverton Post Office   
                

Thus far (late July), 180 local people have given their 

£10 membership subscriptions to TCT Ltd for the 

year from June 2021 – May 2022. We have also 

received some generous donations. As you know, 

these subscriptions help to keep the business afloat 

and thereby support and sustain Thorverton PO. We 

are a community-run organisation and many people 

give their time, skills and efforts to keep the business 

going. This has been much appreciated for some 20  

 

years and most especially during the past 16 months 

or so. 

Please keep coming, keep buying, keep posting, keep 

us going…………… 

 

Heather Kershaw      Chair and Membership 

Secretary   TCT Ltd    860419   Thorverton  PO    

860455 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

I/we 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

. 

 

(address + 

postcode)……………………………………………………………………………………............................................. 

 

(e-

mail)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…. 

 

wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the provisions 

of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  

(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2021– 5/2022 (cheques payable to Thorverton Co-operative 

Trust Ltd) 

 

TCT bank details are :                                                                                                                                           

Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd   The Cooperative Bank sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 

 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and Thorverton Post 

Office. I understand that these details will not be shared with third parties. 

 

(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                        

 

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw TCT Membership Secretary    c/o Thorverton Post Office,  

post/deliver to TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, 

Exeter EX5 5LS 

or pay online 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Church Services and News 

SERVICES & INFORMATION AUGUST 2021 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Please note these services are proposed for August 2021 and  

may change due to Government Restrictions and COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 

 

Sunday 1 August Trinity 9  

09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton KR 

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon                    Lay Led & LF  

06:00 pm Hymns & Pimms  Cadbury                            Lay Led  

 

Sunday 8 August Trinity 10 

09:30 am  Reflective Service                             Newton St Cyres   TL  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Upton Pyne   GC 

11:15 am Informal Service     Rewe    Lay Led 

02:00 pm Baptism Service     Thorverton  Revd Jane Lucas 

 

Sunday 15 August Trinity 11 

09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/Telephone Service* LF 

09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   TL 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury   KR  

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   MSS  

 

Sunday 22 August Trinity 12 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres      Bishop Jackie Searle 

11:15 am Pet Service      Rewe   Lay Led & LF 

 

Sunday 29 August Trinity 13 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [CW] Rewe JH 

 

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  

 

If you wish to attend a church service, you must book in advance by contacting: 

Cadbury  Libby Price  01392 860257  libby@prices7.com  

Newton St Cyres Sue Browne  01392 851460  suecbrowne@gmail.com 

Rewe   Sheila Newton  01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 

Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com 

Thorverton  Royston Kershaw 01392 860419  thorvertoncw@gmail.com  

Upton Pyne  Christine Cotter  01392 841025  cotterchrissie@gmail.com  

Places at services are strictly limited. If you turn up at a church without booking, you may be turned away.   

 

*Open Door:   https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895  Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 

  

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 

 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 

JH Revd Julia Hocking  LF Laura Ford     

TL Revd Tony Lane  KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

TBC To be confirmed. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:libby@prices7.com
mailto:suecbrowne@gmail.com
mailto:rewe.nativity@gmail.com
mailto:valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertoncw@gmail.com
mailto:cotterchrissie@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09
http://www.netherexe.org/
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For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Hours & Days TBC      Monday & Wednesday [09:30 – 13:30] 

Tel:        Tel: 07551 844321  

Email:       Email: peter.shepherd@netherexe.org  

 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 

 

 

Parish Letter 
LIVING IN IN LOVE AND FAITH  

 

Loving each other as we would want to be loved is an important part of the Christian faith. Sounds easy but in 

practice, it’s not. There are so many things that get in the way: fear, ignorance and lack of familiarity with things 

which are outside our everyday experience. Our comfort circle can bind us very tightly. None of us has a monopoly 

on what it means to be human, however: we only have our individual experience. 

Throughout 2021, everyone in the Church of England is invited to take part in a conversation entitled Living in 

Love and Faith. The project aims to help Christians think about issues of gender identity, relationships, sexuality, 

and faith using online resources and a five-week course for churches and small groups. The Diocese of Exeter 

explains: 

“This is crucial for the church’s direction in the coming years. The outcomes could have far-reaching consequences 

for the mission and unity of the church but this is a conversation that has been going on already for many years.  

Sadly, in the past, this has not always been a helpful conversation and has sometimes been conducted in 

confrontational ways and with polarised views. We can do better. If we are committed to listen to one another, to 

articulate our own views with love and respect, and to make space for voices we have not heard thus far, we could 

have a really fruitful encounter.  

To help this conversation, the Church of England has developed Living in Love and Faith, a set of resources and a 

call to talk, listen, and feedback. The resources include a book; a website and learning hub with videos, podcasts, 

and more; group material to guide the conversation; and ways of feeding reflections back.  It is important that as 

many of us take part as possible. This process will contribute to decision-making in the Church of England in 2022. 

We can be certain that there are loud voices who wish to be heard during it. We need other voices also to 

contribute, so that we have as broad, inclusive, and grace-filled listening as possible. Please join in.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to attend the 5-week course and these will start towards the end of September 2021 and will be 

available both online and in person. Please express your interest in attending by getting in touch with Anne Jerman 

at annecjjerman@gmail.com or calling 01363 772865, so that we can organise the groups to suit those taking part. 

Please include in your email whether you prefer morning, afternoon or evening and online or in person. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:peter.shepherd@netherexe.org
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Baptist Church  
Civis Romanus sum 

 

‘I am a Roman citizen’ - this was the classic formula 

by which a man claimed the right to Roman 

citizenship, usually as a means of avoiding some 

unpleasant treatment that would be meted out to a 

less fortunate person not enjoying the privilege.  In 

previous articles we have explored two of the three 

sides of the personality of St Paul the Apostle.  This 

time we consider his Romanitas. 
 

After two years of frustrating captivity at Caesarea 

Maritima, the administrative centre of the Roman 

province of Judea, which appeared to be going 

nowhere, St Paul exercised his right of appeal as a 

Roman citizen to the Emperor in Rome.  He had in 

fact already used this stratagem on his arrest by 

Roman troops in Jerusalem before being 

hurriedly dispatched to Caesarea to be judged by 

Governor Felix.  This initiative had rescued him from 

a flogging on the orders of the Roman tribune in 

charge of the Antonia barracks in 

Jerusalem, Claudius Lysias. 
 

Several years before that, Paul had used the privilege 

of citizenship in order to extricate himself from 

another tricky situation.  He and his fellow worker 

Silas were arrested in Philippi and thrown into jail for 

healing a local fortune teller.  The magistrates gave 

specific orders that they should receive a severe 

flogging and be kept under close surveillance.  The 

jailer followed his orders to the letter and fastened 

their feet in the stocks.  When the magistrates learned 

next morning that the prisoners were Roman citizens 

they were mortified at the enormity of their 

blunder and came to appease them in person. 

 Fortunately for them, the Apostle was not disposed 

to make an issue of the gaffe and he and his 

companion left town peaceably. 
 

This right of appeal to the imperial court, exercised 

by Paul on these three occasions in Acts, as we have 

seen, was the ultimate claim to justice of the Roman 

citizen. On each occasion, the serious nature of any 

infringement of the rights of a Roman citizen, 

involving essentially freedom from arbitrary arrest, 

torture and death by crucifixion, is underlined. St 

Luke does not tell us what proof Paul provided of his 

citizenship.  Presumably he carried with him a 

certificate or some such documentation to validate his 

claim.  But in any case, it was not a claim anyone 

would make lightly since it was well known that the 

punishment for false or frivolous claims was severe. 
 

In the brief exchange between Paul and the tribune in 

Jerusalem about Roman citizenship, the tribune 

remarks that his cost him a great deal of money.  In 

contrast, Paul reveals that he received his at birth, 

presumably from his father before him. 
 

Paul the Jew often thought in a very Roman way.   

His plan to evangelise the world seems to have been 

based on a strategy involving great cities which 

would be reached via the network of roads 

constructed all over the Empire by Roman legionary 

engineers.  St Luke portrays him making those 

journeys, from Philippi to Athens, to Corinth and 

Ephesus.  He was actively planning to visit Rome 

itself, the great centre of the Empire of which he was 

a citizen but had never seen for himself.  In the end, 

he did reach Rome but it was as a prisoner rather than 

a pilgrim. 
 

In summary, three cultures of the Ancient World 

made up the personality of the Apostle Paul, like 

three rivers flowing into the sea.  Here is a man who 

moves with consummate ease among diverse social 

groups of the time, from Jewish religious circles to 

cultivated Greek classes and members of the Roman 

elite. Truly a man for all seasons. 

 

Rev. Maurice Harrison  

 

 

Thorverton Art Group  
 

I regret we are unable to resume our Friday morning 

sessions at TMH following the end of lockdown. 

In recent years we have suffered with increasing 

truancy, coupled with many services such as oil 

deliveries and medical appointments apparently 

available only on Friday mornings! 

 

A couple of stalwart members have also recently left 

the area and without new members joining the group 

is no longer viable. 

 

We have maintained a photo album of members, their 

work, field trips, exhibitions, etc., over the last 25+ 

years, but it has been mislaid. If you have it or know 

its hiding place please let me know. ( 860529). 

 

We would like to thank Thorverton Memorial Hall 

for being such good land-lords over the decades and 

providing a permanent home for the John Allen Cup. 

 

Barrie Phillips 
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Legal Eagle 
Most damages in tort are compensatory; their 

purpose is to put the injured party in the position they 

would have been in had the tort not occurred. To this 

principle one might add a second, namely, as stated 

by Laws LJ in Rahman -v- Arearose Ltd [2000], 

“… that every tortfeasor should compensate the 

injured claimant in respect of that loss and damage 

for which he should justly be held responsible.” 

In the recent case of Meadows -v- Khan [2021], the 

claimant had been alerted to the possibility that she 

was the carrier of the haemophilia gene.  She 

consulted a general medical practitioner to establish 

whether this was the case. The blood tests which 

were arranged were those which would establish 

whether a patient had haemophilia. They could not 

confirm whether she was a carrier of the haemophilia 

gene, which would have required genetic testing. 

The defendant, who was another general practitioner 

in the same practice, told the claimant that the results 

of the test were normal. Because of that advice the 

claimant was led to believe that any child of hers 

would not have haemophilia. The claimant became 

pregnant and shortly after the birth of her son he was 

diagnosed as having haemophilia. Genetic testing 

revealed that the claimant was a carrier of the gene 

for haemophilia. 

Had the claimant been referred for genetic testing 

before becoming pregnant she would have been 

aware that she was the carrier of the haemophilia 

gene and would have undergone foetal testing when 

she became pregnant. This would have revealed that 

her son was affected by haemophilia, and she would 

have chosen to terminate the pregnancy.  

Some four years later her son was diagnosed as also 

suffering from autism, a condition unrelated to his 

haemophilia. Nonetheless, a consequence of the 

autism was to make the management of his treatment 

for haemophilia more complicated. It was also the 

case that his autism was likely to prevent him living 

independently or being in paid employment in the 

future. The claimant sought to recover damages for 

the additional costs associated with bringing up her 

son with both conditions; this figure was six time 

greater than the cost of bringing up her son if one 

simply had regard to the haemophilia. 

The defendant admitted that she was liable to 

compensate the claimant for the additional costs 

associated with the haemophilia but denied liability 

in relation to the additional costs associated with the 

autism. 

If we return to the principles stated in the fist 

paragraph, the purpose for which the claimant sought 

the services of the general practice was that she 

wished to know if she was the carrier of the 

haemophilia gene. The service was therefore 

concerned with a specific risk, namely the risk of 

giving birth to a child with haemophilia. Had the 

negligent failure to advise not occurred, the 

pregnancy would have been terminated with the 

result that the claimant would not have given birth to 

a son suffering from haemophilia. Applying the first 

principle above, the Supreme Court decided that the 

claimant was entitled to recover by way of damages 

the costs associated with bringing up a son suffering 

from haemophilia; had the negligence not been 

committed these costs would not have been incurred. 

The claimant would be returned to her pre-tort 

position. 

Turning now to the second principle, the law did not 

impose on the defendant any duty in relation to 

unrelated risks which might arise during pregnancy. 

The defendant’s obligation in terms of the damages 

payable was to compensate the claimant in respect of 

the loss and damage for which she should justly be 

held responsible, namely, the costs associated with 

the care of the son in so far as they were caused by 

his haemophilia. 

Clive Hamblin. 

 

Wasp Nest 
I found this attached to the ceiling inside my garden 

shed. I am told it is the beginning of a wasp nest 

which was abandoned when the wasps couldn’t get 

back in when the shed door was closed. 

 

It’s very fragile but if you look closely at this photo 

you can see some tiny cells already constructed. 

 

I am over awed by the abilities of the tiny unloved 

creatures.  

Eileen Mason 
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
August Update 

 

 

 

Our club tournaments culminated in an exciting 

Finals Day on 18th July, in boiling hot weather, which 

was very pleasant for the spectators, but hard work 

for the players, especially those who were playing in 

two or three events!  

There was some exciting play, so those feeling 

disappointed that Wimbledon had finished had a 

good substitute. Several of our players were lucky 

enough to obtain Wimbledon tickets this year 

through the first come, first served system which 

replaced the club and public ballots due to Covid 

uncertainty and reduced spectator numbers. They all 

enjoyed their trips up there. 

We are pleased to have welcomed several new 

members through the Rusty Rackets sessions with 

coach Jon Wills. Jon also runs our junior coaching 

sessions on Wednesday during term time, and private 

or group lessons for members.  

 

For all information about the club please see our 

website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk or 

contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259 

                                         Sally Baldwin 
 

  

 

 

Men’s doubles finalists 
 

 

 

                    

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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History Society 
 

THE UPTON PYNE BARROWS 

A Zoom Talk by Henrietta Quinnell with 

photographs by M. Griffiths-Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday the 25th June at 7:30pm the black clouds 

rolled in from the East and water lashed against the 

windows of the house. Just the usual high tide. We 

were warm and dry, clustered around our computer 

screen, oblivious to the vicissitudes of nature, joining 

twenty-five others held spellbound by Henrietta 

Quinnell. 

 

A retired archaeologist, who describes herself as a 

pre-historian, Henrietta kept us enthralled as we 

explored Barrows in general and two near Upton 

Pyne in particular. Nor was her talk a mere tour and 

description but she offered some challenges to our 

possible preconceptions of Bronze Age society. 

 

That the Thorverton area is well endowed with 

archaeology is borne out by a visit to the interactive 

map at the Historic Environment Record interactive 

map at devon.gov.uk where every monument or 

listed building is recorded. Henrietta described the 

land that fell on a line between Raddon Top and 

Stoke Hill as being particularly rich in prehistoric 

remains such as Barrows. She explained that they fell 

into a time slot between 2500 and 1500BC, had a 

relationship with cremation burial rites and were 

possibly the social customs brought into the country 

by immigrants from Europe. The lack of useable 

human remains makes precise dating and DNA 

identification impossible in many cases but 

occasionally finds like the Amesbury Archer 

confirms continental origins. 

 

Nor should we think of Barrows as being the burial 

places of Chieftains. The contents were often far 

more modest, typically arrow heads, beakers of local 

clay containing charcoal and bones bead necklaces 

and axes or daggers that indicated a more prosaic 

lifestyle. It was good to see some excellent images of 

these and have them explained, particularly with 

emphasis on the quality of workmanship that was 

exhibited. These people were extremely skilful with 

the tools and materials at their disposal. 

 

Many of the houses of the period have disappeared 

without trace. Of light construction they have rotted 

away and whatever materials survived were re-used. 

Acid soils have destroyed much but what survives in 

Barrows gives us a unique and important view into 

the Early Bronze Age. A time capsule. 

 

Henrietta went on to look in detail at Barrow 248b 

near Upton Pyne / Heathfield / Jackson Brook that 

was excavated in 1967 by the Devonshire 

Archaeology Society. We were shown the finds that 

were clustered in the centre and and puzzled over the 

location of the Barrow as it was on a slope (most are 

on flat ground) but had its base cut into the slope to 

make a flat platform that was left untouched for some 

years evidenced by vegetation growth that had 

appeared on the surface. Many Barrows were 

subsequently topped with a lighter earth or sand to 

make them stand out. 

 

Henrietta continued with fascinating insights into the 

second Barrow near Upton Pyne that was excavated 

in 1870 by The Rev. Richard Kirwan that held the 

remains of a young person, possibly female, with 

beautiful grave goods including a dagger, necklace 

and small cups of local clay that not only showed 

great workmanship but, through the range of 

http://devon.gov.uk/
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materials used, that society was constantly 

intermingling at that time. 

 

Concluding an hours’ talk she answered questions 

then was thanked by Richard Pocock for a fascinating 

and wonderful talk, with which we all concurred. It 

was good to hear an expert on her subject talk so 

eloquently and understandably.  

 

The next Zoom talk is by Dr Todd Gray on Friday 

July 23rd. at 7:30 ‘The Blackshirts in Devon’. Please 

register your interest in joining by emailing Graeme 

Culshawe at graemeculshaw@yahoo.com before the 

18th July. 

 

Robin Blythe-Lord 

 
 

  

 Sustainable Crediton 

Welcome to the July edition of Sustainable 

Crediton’s Newsletter. It seems the combination of 

rain and sun has done wonders for the pollinators, my 

Jasmine is the best I have ever seen! 

Copplestone Recreation Association have adopted a 

plan to transform the long slope  that runs down from 

the football field to the car park (which used to be 

mown within an inch of its life) into a Wildflower 

Bank and pollinator haven.  

 The grass hasn't been mown since April, and great 

clumps of wildflowers have grown up through it: 

yarrow, self-heal, clover, oxeye daisies, meadow 

cranesbill, hawksbeard and Fox-&-Cubs.  

Local volunteers are 'managing' the bank by 

uprooting rough docks, thistles and ragwort to ensure 

they don't take over, and filling the gaps with extra 

wildflower plugs grown by another volunteer: 

scabious, ladies' bedstraw and extra cranesbill and 

self-heal. There will be no more mowing until 

September.  

Here's a couple of photos of our Wildflower Bank.  

Do please send photos and stories from the other 

villages! 

If anyone would like to share a local sustainable story 

and photos please get in touch. 

all the best 

 Jeanette Brownon behalf of the Core Group. 

Poetry 
This poem is a childhood memory 

 

Hand -Grenade 
As a child I was in my father's film, 

Warning kids not to pick up delights 

Such as green hand-grenades. I felt ill, 

And I still don't feel quite right. 

  

I was told to pick up an oval shape 

Nestling in the grass like an Easter egg. 

My hands and knees shook but 

I turned bold and did as I was told. 

 

The crisis-crossed Cyclop's eye 

Appeared to wink. 

The birds stopped singing. 

It occurred to me I was about to die. 

 

Nobody told me the grenade was safe,or why. 

The minutes that followed came as a surprise. 

Birdsong returned. 

Sunshine filled the skies. 

Andrew Hoellering 

mailto:graemeculshaw@yahoo.com
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A Hundred Years Out? 

The most recent of Alex Fice’s fine series of 

Thorverton postcards shows the current state of the 

restoration of Bridge House, which has made the old 

“Butcher’s Shop” almost unrecognizable, at least for 

the time being.   Just one section of the whitewashed 

rendering on the porch has been carefully preserved, 

that showing a date and some letters. 

 

At first sight it might be assumed that the house was 

built in 1763 by, or on behalf of, somebody whose 

initials were P.W.I.   But the compilers of the Listed 

Buildings report in 1987, while not questioning the 

date, considered that the porch might have been a 

later addition, for parts of the house were probably 

older.  

 

However, there is no trace in the parish registers or 

other records of anybody with the initials P.W.I; not 

that many people did have as many as three initials in 

the 18th century. 

 

The only similar markings I had seen on buildings 

elsewhere in Devon referred to the 1600s, not the 

1700s, so I checked Thorverton records for that 

century, too.   There was certainly no P.W.I., but 

there was a single significant P.W:  Peter West, 

“gent”, as a payer of Church Rates and Poor Rates 

from the 1650s to the 1670s.     He was baptised in 

Thorverton in 1628, married Elizabeth Fursdon of 

Fursdon by 1651, and died in 1694. 

 

Peter’s great-grandfather, John West (1542-1602), 

had become one of Tiverton’s richest merchants 

(according to the historian of that town, Mike 

Sampson), mainly through importing wine from 

Spain and Portugal and exporting cloth even as far as 

China. 

 

Peter’s grandfather, John West (1570-1630), 

continued to prosper through trade and property 

deals, was able to buy a quarter of the Manor of 

Tiverton in 1605, and was eventually the richest man 

in the town (again according to Mike Sampson).  In 

1594 he had married Edy Blundell, and he, his father,  

and his infant son were the original trustees of 

Blundells School, founded under the will of Edy’s 

uncle, Peter Blundell. 

 

Peter’s father, Peter, (1595-1646), the infant above, 

was apparently the owner of Tiverton Castle when it 

was besieged by the Roundheads during the Civil 

War.   

   

All three of these Wests were prominent successful 

individuals in the Tiverton of their day.   But 

throughout that time they were also firmly connected 

to Thorverton through their ownership of the 

Yellowford estate in this parish. 

 

In his will of 1602 the first John above described 

himself simply as a “merchant of Yalaford”, the lease 

of which was to be handed over to the next John.  

When the first Peter married Jane Woods in 1621 he 

was recorded as Peter West, of Tiverton, but one son 

was baptised in Tiverton and two in Thorverton.  

Peter was also an Overseer, one of the six leading 

parishioners who submitted the Protestation Returns 

that listed the adult men here in 1641 

. 
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Then came the next Peter, the husband of Elizabeth.   

He was paying rates for “Lower Yelleford” and 

“Hulkes Ground” in 1661 and for unspecified 

properties in the 1670s.   There were more children 

baptised at the church in 1669 and 1670, and he was 

recorded as “Peter West, of Thorverton, Esq” in 1677 

when, widowed, he was granted a Licence to marry 

Mary Walter, widow.      

He it was, I believe, who had Bridge House built, not 

in 1763 but in 1663 – a grand, expensive “House in 

Town” for the owners of Yellowford.    That was not 

a year of obvious importance  to the West family - 

there is no sign of significant births, marriages or 

achievements – but it is interesting that the 19th 

Century Tiverton historian, Harding, said of him that 

he was “Previously of Thorverton, where he resided 

in 1663”.   What made Harding mention in 1845 that 

year in particular?   

 

 Could it even be that Harding had been to 

Thorverton and seen an original plaque bearing that 

date, a plaque that was no longer visible in a 

photograph of 1875 but may have been recreated 

from memory, incorrectly, sometime later?   And 

maybe the “I” had been misremembered, too? 

 

“Peter West, of Thorverton, Esq” was still here in 

1685, when his son and heir, yet another Peter, 

married Dorothy of the top-drawer Carew family at 

Bickleigh, and a Chancery document shows that he 

died in 1695.    After that there is no trace of the 

Wests in the Thorverton records.   The Peter who had 

married Dorothy lived for some years at Bickleigh, 

then moved to Tiverton, where he was chosen to be 

Sheriff of Devon and resided as Lord of the Manor in 

Tiverton Castle until his death in 1726.    

  

There was an unmarried son, John, who was buried 

in Tiverton in 1728, only two years after his father.   

With his death the male line of ever upwardly mobile 

Wests was ended.  It was a surprise to find that he 

wrote his will as John West, Esq, of Thorverton, and 

was still in possession of Yellowford, just as his 

forebears had been for over a hundred and thirty 

years.  He bequeathed the estate to one of his sisters, 

who had married a cousin, and Yellowford now 

became the property of Sir Henry Carew. 

 

This is certainly not a proof that Bridge House was 

built for Peter West in 1663 but it is a confident 

suggestion that this may be the case, and that the 

carefully preserved date on its porch is probably a 

misleading mistake.    It has also been an opportunity 

to record the lengthy association with Thorverton of a 

once important family of Tiverton. 

Ian Stoyle 

 

Women’s Institute 
Report for July 2021 

Although a little different, the WI has continued to 

function in a variety of ways, and thanks to zoom all 

levels of the Federation have been able to 

communicate with members.  Most recently, the 

National Federation held the Annual Meeting, this 

would have been at the Royal Albert Hall if Covid 

had not been upon us.  

 

However, our link delegate, along with two thousand 

others was able to join the zoom meeting.  As well as 

the usual business side of any Annual Meeting, there 

were two interesting but very different speakers – 

Her Royal Highness Sophie Countess of Wessex and 

Dame Cressida Dick, Commissioner of the 

Metropolitan Police. 

 

Our own village WI Ladies have continued to be in 

touch with one another through e mail and telephone 

and have met in groups of six for tea, coffee and cake 

in the garden since we have been allowed.  The latest 

Resolution to be considered by WIs is ‘A call to 

increase awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian 

cancer’. Our ladies were made aware of the extent of 

this cancer – every two hours in the UK someone 

dies of ovarian cancer which seems to mainly affect 

women who have been through the menopause.  

According to Cancer Research UK there are around 

7,400 new ovarian cancer cases in the UK each year, 

and 4,100 deaths.  As with all cases of cancer, the 

earlier ovarian cancer is diagnosed the easier it is to 

treat and so public awareness and understanding of 

the symptoms is really important.  Cancer Research 

UK states that when ovarian cancer is diagnosed 

early, nine out of ten women will survive for five 

years or more.  This compares to less than three in 20 

women surviving for long when diagnosed at the 

latest stage.  

 

 However, because the early signs of ovarian cancer 

are similar to other conditions, it is often not 

diagnosed until it has spread and a cure is not 

possible.  Most people with ovarian cancer are 

diagnosed once the disease has already spread and so 

the WIs throughout the country are campaigning to 

increase awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian 

cancer. 

 

Thorverton WI is now looking forward to opening up 

soon and meeting face to face again with activities 

and speakers. 

Judy Bright 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of the prevalence of Covid-19 in the 

community and the potentially large number of 

people attending an indoor meeting, a decision was 

taken to postpone the combined July Coffee Morning 

and delayed AGM until the 28th SEP. By delaying the 

event for two more months it is hoped that there will 

have been a substantial reduction in local infection 

rates enabling members to resume indoor activities. 

 

It is anticipated that the August outing to St Mawes 

(and outings in subsequent months) will be able to go 

ahead as planned.  Coach outings will be Covid-19 

compliant with limited seating capacity (a maximum 

of 36 saleable seats on a 53 seat Blakes coach).   

 

The wearing of face masks will be mandatory on 

boarding and when moving around the coach for the 

foreseeable future even if these rules are relaxed by 

the Government. It is expected that members will 

have been double vaccinated some time ago and 

Blakes coaches have been fitted with special air 

conditioning filters which are changed frequently.  

The combination of all these measures should 

provide a high level of protection for us all. 

 

The Coach outing to St Mawes (with a 2-hour river 

cruise to Frenchman’s Creek) is fully booked but 

there are currently seats available on all remaining 

day excursions:- 

 

05 AUG St Mawes & river cruise to   

         Frenchmen’s Creek £30 

 

31 AUG Bideford & Hartland Abbey &  

Gardens (included) £25 

 

21 SEP  Coach outing to Port Isaac &  

Boscastle  £15 

 

07 OCT  Coach outing to Tavistock &  

Plymouth £15 

  

Outing pick-ups from Tiverton, Bickleigh, Silverton, 

Ruffwell Inn, Rewe and Stoke Canon. 

 

I am hopeful that if the situation improves then 

fortnightly Monday whist and other indoor activities 

will be able to resume in September starting with:- 

 

The Coffee Morning and AGM on the 28th SEP and 

the first Monday afternoon Whist on the 20th SEP. 

 

For further information or to become a member 

please contact Martin Clough  Secretary – Silverton 

& Exe Valley Seniors 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW T: 01392 860971, 

E: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or visit our 

website: sevs.info 

 

 

‘God made the country and man 
made the town’ 
Every Thorvertonian must have identified with this 

line of William Cowper at some time or other.  Even 

a visit to Exeter can bring on such a reaction.  In fact, 

every sortie from the quietude of our lovely village to 

any place half resembling a metropolis confirms that 

the poet’s instinct was correct.   
 

In my case, it was a recent visit to London which 

brought the reflection to my mind once again.  We 

were welcomed at Waterloo by our daughter, who 

then shepherded us to the bus stop where we were to 

catch the bus to her house while she made her way 

home on her bike. Never does the truth of 

Wordsworth’s dictum ‘The Child is Father of the 

Man’ (or rather ‘Mother’ in this case) come home 

more forcibly than on occasions such as this.  My 

wife is a native Londoner and I lived there for four 

years in the 60s but today, in our dotage, we are 

completely dependent on this young woman for 

instructions on how to find our way around. We have 

had so many examples of our servitude, whether on 

the bus, the tube, or the streets. Claire leads and we 

follow docilely. 
 

‘This is your bus then.  I’ll see you the other end. 

 We’ll probably get there about the same time.’  And 

off she goes, blond hair flowing in the breeze, while 

we show our Devon passes and settle ourselves on 

the bus.  We glimpse Claire now and again as she 

weaves her way unerringly through the London 

traffic.  And in fact, we do arrive at exactly the 

same time. 
 

Our daughter, her husband and two little girls used to 

live in a first floor flat.  Whenever we stayed, we 

would sleep on a convertible settee in a room 

overlooking a main road.  There were bright 

streetlights and noise all night long - rowdy late 

revellers, police sirens, ambulances, lorries and, 

especially maddening when you are just falling 

asleep, the beep-beep-beep from the pedestrian 

crossing situated just in front of the building.  I still 

maintained an early morning walk, but the fields and 

lanes of Thorverton were replaced by noisy rush hour 

traffic.  No sheep, cows, dog walkers, hedgerows, 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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just a busy thoroughfare with its never-ending stream 

of vehicles polluting the air. 
 

Even keeping to the footpaths, you are not always 

safe from predators.  Many Londoners ignore or are 

ignorant of bylaws confining bicycles to the roads 

and an extra danger these days is the dreaded e-

scooter.  Again, there is widespread defiance of the 

fact that these contraptions are not even legal 

in public spaces.  And as both bike and scooter 

advance silently and given that you cannot be 

permanently darting wary glances behind you, there 

is a permanent risk to life and limb as you walk 

along. 
 

Fortunately, Claire and Co. moved a couple of years 

ago from the noisy flat to a townhouse in a quiet 

square.  This has the disadvantage for us oldies of 

being spread over four floors, but there is a small 

fenced communal area of greenery in the middle of 

the square.   One of the saving graces of London is 

that you are rarely far from a park to relieve the 

tyranny of crowds, noise and traffic.  In this 

case, there are several within walking distance, which 

can give a brief illusion of finding oneself back in the 

country and are a reminder of the lines: 
 

One is nearer God’s heart in a garden  

Than anywhere else on earth  
 

A definite advantage of Kennington over Thorverton 

is that it is flat.  Whereas in Thorverton you cannot   

go a hundred yards without coming across a slope, 

London allows you to travel by bike without 

stiffening the sinews too much.  This is why you 

often observe a veritable peloton of cyclists speeding 

along to their respective places of work.  Like many 

Londoners, our daughter and son-in-law don’t 

possess a car but both have their bikes which they use 

as a quick and convenient means of transport, 

avoiding the frustrations of hanging around for buses 

or scrambling for a place on the tube.  Our daughter 

takes her little girls (aged seven and four) to school 

on her bike, one sitting in front of her and one behind 

on seats specifically designed for them.  As we watch 

them set off at 8.30 every morning it is with a certain 

trepidation as to their vulnerability… 
 

We were in London to attend the funeral of a dear 

friend from my youth. The whole process of getting 

there illustrates another contrast between town and 

country - time required for travel.  We solved the 

tension of how to get to the church on time by 

dropping plans for getting there by various buses and 

instead simply taking a taxi.  This conveniently 

dropped us off at our destination an hour before the 

service was due to begin, but this was infinitely 

preferable to fretting on public transport whether we 

would make it in time.  After the church service we 

were grateful for a lift to the crematorium which took 

half an hour through a labyrinth of residential roads, 

and then after the ceremony there another half hour in 

a different direction to reach the church hall where 

refreshments were to be served for the funeral party. 

Rather different from coming out of Thorverton 

Parish Church or the Baptist Chapel and taking a 

leisurely stroll to one of our pubs or the Memorial 

Hall for refreshments.  Even a trip to Exeter 

Crematorium seems a small thing in comparison. 
 

We hadn’t resolved the thorny problem of how to get 

back to Kennington in the evening.  To our delight, 

friends at the wake said they were heading back to 

the Midlands afterwards and would be happy to drop 

us off.  Which they did, only having to deviate very 

slightly from their planned route. 
 

It’s always lovely to see children and grandchildren. 

However, our stay in the big city did nothing to 

detract from the truth of the line with which we 

began. 
 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Thorverton Pre-school 
We have had a busy summer term exploring the 

question, 'how many pebbles on the beach?'. Sadly 

due to the current restrictions we have not been able 

to visit the beach to investigate, but we have had 

many other experiences within the setting. Many of 

our activities are based around story books, learning 

new vocabulary, exploring different illustrations and 

art forms. We have learnt about the sea and its 

creatures; shells, sand and pebbles; water in its many 

forms and how to stay safe in the sun including 

decorating our own T shirts. 

 

Our parent committee have been busy with a return to 

fundraising - the after-school cake stall raising over 

£200!  We also fundraise through our clothing bank, 

easy fundraising (when you buy many things 

online https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk) 

and AmazonSmile (please add Thorverton Preschool 

as your cause). 

 

We are rounding the term off with a fun afternoon at 

the Memorial Hall with a bouncy castle and soft 

play.  

As we say goodbye to 10 of our group who will be 

starting Reception in September, we look forward to 

welcoming 10 + new starters. There are still a few 

places available for 2–4-year-olds, so do get in touch 

if you would like to know more. 

thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 

 

 Nina Hamilton (committee member) 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
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Puzzles 
A prize competition this month. Please submit entries 

to the Focus editor by 19th August to be in with a 

chance. The winner will be the first one picked out 

from those with all puzzles completed correctly, so 

please try each puzzle. 

 

a) Dominoes 

 

A few months ago I gave a domino puzzle which was 

imperfect in that it allowed four possible solutions (and 

also I was told that it was too difficult). Here is another 

such puzzle with only one possible solution. Place an 

outline around each of the 28 domino pieces from 0-0 

through to 6-6 (each combination only appears once) 

in the grid below. To give an example, the 3 in the top 

left-hand corner might have been part of a 3-3 domino 

with the 3 to its right or it might have been part of a 3-

1 domino with the 1 below it: 

 

3 

 

3 4 0 4 6 5 1 

1 

 

2 0 2 0 5 6 3 

5 

 

0 0 3 6 5 1 0 

2 

 

4 1 5 0 2 4 5 

2 

 

3 5 3 2 6 2 1 

1 

 

4 1 0 2 6 5 1 

3 

 

4 6 4 4 6 3 6 

 

You might find it helpful 

to mark off each domino 

in the grid here: 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Set Square 

Each numeral from 1 to 9 must appear only once in the 

grid below, once completed, so that the calculations all 

work: 

 

 x  +  39 

+  -  -  

 -  -  -2 

+  ÷  x  

 + 1 -  0 

19  -1  3  

 

c) Su Doku 

 

Each horizontal and vertical line and each 3x3 square 

must contain each of the numbers from one to nine:  

 

7    4   5  

 4 1       

2   9   4  3 

6   5   8   

8    3    7 

  9   8   4 

1  6   7   9 

      1 6  

 3   5    8 

 

d) Word Search 

 

Find all of the words in the grid. Words may be hidden 

horizontally, vertically or diagonally, and in either a 

forwards or backwards direction: 

 

R E E L I B U J L S A L 

C E H O D G E L N D E A 

R C T H D E F I O I M G 

A R A S R S B C G M C E 

N A R A O A A H H I K C 

D N C E I F G N B N A I 

E G E L Y A W U D E N R 

R R R E R W J E T E D P 

S A G D K I C S R P R W 

B I E P R C E M E D P S 

O N N G I E M I A Y N Y 

S L A N E L R S E Y W A 

 

AndrewFoster  Jubilee Sanders 

Barliabins  Lane Price 

Crang LeighGardens Sims 

Hodge McKee Wyer 

 

 

Neville Lane 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

6        

5        

4        

3        

2        

1        

0        
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The Sky at Night 
August sky. The ringed planet, Saturn, will be at its 

closest approach to Earth and its face will be fully 

illuminated by the Sun. It will be brighter than at any 

other time of the year and will be visible all night long. 

This is the best time to view and photograph Saturn 

and its moons. A medium-sized or larger telescope will 

allow you to see Saturn's rings and a few of its 

brightest moons. 

 

The Perseids is one of the best meteor showers to 

observe, producing up to 1 meteor per minute at its 

peak. It is produced by the tail of comet Swift-Tuttle, 

discovered in the C19th. It is famous for producing a 

large number of bright meteors. The shower peaks this 

year on the morning of August 13. The setting crescent 

moon will leave dark skies for what should be an 

excellent show. Meteors will radiate from the 

constellation Perseus, just above the Northern horizon, 

but can appear anywhere in the sky. 

 

August 19. The giant planet Jupiter will be at its 

closest approach to Earth and its face will be fully 

illuminated by the Sun. It will be brighter than any 

other time of the year and will also be visible all night 

long. This is the best time to view and photograph 

Jupiter and its moons. A medium-sized telescope 

should be able to show you some of the details in 

Jupiter's cloud bands. A good pair of binoculars allows 

you to see Jupiter's four largest moons, appearing as 

bright dots on either side of the planet. 

August 22. Full, Blue Moon. The Moon will be located 

on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face 

will be fully illuminated. This rare calendar event only 

happens once every few years, giving rise to the term, 

“once in a blue moon.” There are normally only three 

full moons in each season of the year. 

 

 

Exotic demons 1. 

Neutron stars and pulsars 

 

Take a minute to let space science blow your mind.... 

A peculiar quirk of nature is that if we look to the 

enormous star systems then we can readily imagine the 

tiniest particles that comprise the infinitesimal atoms 

of matter. Place some peas in an orbit around 

Wembley stadium and then look carefully for the few 

billiard balls in the tiny centre circle to imagine the 

central nucleus of the micro-system that is an ordinary 

atom. The peas are electrons and the balls are neutrons 

and protons. Each particle is a strangely wrapped 

parcel of energy and in between them a sort of  

nothingness. The whole atomic structure is held in 

tension between pea-proton attraction and pea-pea 

repulsion! This closely mirrors the steady state of a 

star, whereby its explosive nuclear forces in the core 

are balanced delicately by the gravitational forces. 

Totally collapsing under the sheer gravitational 

pressure of too many other atoms, Neutron stars have 

lost this steady state and the atomic nothingness has 

been squashed away: those peas and protons have been 

squashed together into yet more neutrons!  

 

 

Fill a stadium with billiard balls and you now have a 

working model of the scarily dense matter in a neutron 

star. As the collapse always happens at a certain point, 

all these stars are the same size - that of a small city,  

 

but with an unimaginable mass. Excess matter 

explodes away. Also, just like the bath plug hole, the 

collapsing matter misses the centre and so the tiny, 

heavy demon spins like a whirling dervish. 

 

 Our sun rotates once every 27 days, this beast can spin 

between 1 and 200 times a second! Think of the 

spinning ice skater pulling in their arms and spinning 

ever quicker, so, if later on it sucks in more mass from 

a nearby source, this star will spin even quicker. 

 

The spectacular supernova, 1987A, is thought to be 

hiding the traces of an early stage, ‘tiny’ neutron star 

within its bright centre (see photo). A rhythmical, 

pulsing of radiation is the key giveaway! Sherlock 

Holmes could tell you it is only 34 years old. 

 

The same pulsar is magnified in the photo below, 

hiding within, but the shock waves colliding with dust 

clouds can be visualised by overlapping images in x-

ray, visible and radio radiation! 

 

 Note that the tiny core ‘star’ is not visible, it’s the 

energy it pumps out that can be captured by detecting 

these various waves. 
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The strongest radiation from such pulsars is not its 

radio or light waves, but hugely energetic gamma and 

x-rays. These tend to be beamed out from near its 

poles and are observed as intense regular flashes as if 

from a cosmic lighthouse.  

 

The Vela Pulsar is yet another extraordinary sight. It is 

a neutron star that was formed when a massive star 

collapsed. This pulsar is about 1,000 light years from 

Earth, about 12 miles in diameter, and makes over 11 

rotations every second and is 10,000 years old. Even at 

this distance the whole structure can encompass an 

area in the sky fifteen times the size of our Moon. 

 

As the pulsar whips around, it spews out a jet of 

charged particles that race out along the pulsar's 

rotation axis at an astounding rate of 70% of the speed 

of light (that’s about five times round the Earth in one 

second). In this still image, (below) the central position 

of the bright pulsar and the 0.7-light-year-long jet are 

clearly seen. Also, like a madly wobbling top, the 

pulsar is forcing the jet into a swirling spout, rather 

than a straight arrow, of hyper-fast material. Strangely 

its rotation is not perfect because every year or so it 

misses one pulse! It’s thought that there are three shell-

like layers to this (like a Russian doll?) and each shell 

moves at its own speed: the in-between layer, trapped 

in a sandwich, must jerk like a biting clutch plate! Its 

length is about 1500 times the distance from the Sun to 

lonely Pluto! Some of its energy is radiated as light, 

radio and gamma waves. Meanwhile, if you only had 

x-ray eyes, then this would be the brightest, scariest 

object in the sky! 

 

Peter Hargood 
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A spoonful of support 
 

Most of the problems that all of us face at various 

points in our lives are complicated. They relate to 

money, work, relationships, accommodation and they 

all get tangled up with each other.  They often end up 

causing illness.  Similarly good nutrition and 

exercise, essential for a healthy balance in life, can be 

difficult to achieve due to the complexity of all the 

other balls we have to juggle.  What we all value at 

difficult times is being able to confide, share and seek 

sound advice.  When we wish to make a positive 

change, we look to others to encourage us, especially 

when the going gets tough.  As GPs we see this on a 

daily basis and studies have shown that maybe 25% 

of our work is supporting patients through difficult 

life experiences.  None of these issues can be fixed 

with a drug. However, we now have the ability to 

offer a different sort of prescription to the standard 

medical one, a social prescription.  Personally, I think 

this is a confusing name as it does not involve us 

scribbling on a pad, instead we facilitate supportive 

links. A small collaborative team is now working 

across Cullompton and Silverton and our GPs will be 

able to refer patients to this service.  Ruth Tucker and 

Laura McDonagh have 20 years’ experience between 

them.  Laura will be offering bereavement 

counselling, financial and housing help, support for 

those struggling to find employment, help with carers 

assessments and getting the right financial 

entitlements. She will signpost patients to recognised 

local transport providers, day carers and meal 

providers. Ruth will be working with individuals and 

groups to empower patients to achieve self-

determined health goals such as weight loss, diet, 

smoking and alcohol issues. 

For those who do not use the internet, Joan Povey, 

Wyndham’s Digital Facilitator, is also part of the 

Social Prescribing Team.  She is on hand to help with 

any internet related problems and can be contacted 

via the surgery.  Joan teaches patients how to make 

more use of the digital world and advise you about 

updating devices, using your phone to link with 

friends and family, or just to do the shopping.   

It is going to be difficult coming out of the last 15 

months and slowly breaking patterns of behaviour we 

have all had to adopt.  It will be anxiety provoking 

for many, and the winter ahead is going to hold 

medical challenges. Optimising your individual 

health and wellbeing and seeking support when 

tackling difficult life issues is really important.  It is 

not simple to do this as it takes courage to ask for 

help.  However, knowing help is there, no matter 

what your problem is, hopefully encourages everyone 

to seek it out.  We cannot cure everything, however, 

we can treat, help, support and facilitate; this is a 

prescription that Wyndham House strives to provide 

every time. 

Anthony O’Brien,  Wyndham House Surgery 

 

 

 Thorverton Railway Station pre. Dr Beeching. 

Image taken from :- 

 
https://exevalleyrailway.com › thorveton 
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Shakespeare for students 
 

 

 
 

Part 5 (b) - Julius Caesar 

 

It is the murder of his special friend that Brutus is 

contemplating, and he has the feeling of being 

trapped in a dreadful downward spiral from which 

there is no return. 
 

Between the acting of a dreadful thing 

And the first motion, all the interim is 

Like a phantasma or hideous dream ... 
 

The conspirators arrived at his house. Brutus knows 

they are conspirators, come to plot murder, but he 

lets them in. Cassius again wins him over to their 

side. Brutus wishes there was some way to kill 

Caesar's tyranny without killing Caesar. Cassius 

wants Mark Antony to be killed along with Caesar, 

knowing how dangerous he will be if allowed to live, 

but Brutus will not permit further bloodshed since 

they are "sacrificers not butchers." 
 

Both Brutus and Caesar have to deal with frightened 

wives. Brutus's wife sees the conspirators leave. She 

is scared by his restlessness and inability to sleep. 

The daughter of a Roman statesman, she knows how 

to approach him, and he promises to tell her what is 

troubling him. 
 

Caesar's wife is frightened by the thunder and 

lightning. They have woken her, and she is fearful of 

natural omens. Convinced her husband's life is in 

danger, she tries to persuade him not to go to the 

Capitol that day, but Caesar will have none of it. 
 

     Cowards die many times before their deaths. 

     The valiant never taste of death but once. 

     Of all the wonders that I yet have heard, 

     It seems to me most strange that men should fear, 

     Seeing that death, a necessary end, 

     Will come when it will come. 
 

In a final appeal, she asks him to stay at home for her 

sake, and he agrees. Then one of the conspirators 

enters and plays on his vanity and taunts him with the 

idea of yielding weakly to a woman, and Caesar 

agrees to go to the Capitol.  
 

As Caesar passes, a learned man tries to give him a 

list of the conspirators, but Caesar thinks it is yet 

another petition and rejects it. He enters the Capitol, 

and one of the conspirators approaches him with a 

request to let a banished brother return to Rome, but 

Caesar sees himself as one whose decrees are always 

just. 
 

     If thou dost bend, and pray, and fawn for him, 

     I spurn thee like a cur out of my way. 
 

All the conspirators then kneel to him, begging him 

to grant the request, but Caesar spurns them all. 

"Hence, Wilt thou lift up Olympus?" But Caesar is 

not a mountain nor a god but a man and therefore 

mortal.  
 

The men who have surrounded him pull out their 

swords and stab him, and Caesar, seeing his friend 

Brutus amongst them, gives an anguished cry, "And 

thou, Brutus?" Shakespeare leaves this in the original 

because the audience knew it already, "Et tu, Brute? 

Then fall, Caesar!" 
 

One of the conspirators shouts a cry that has been 

used to justify violence in all ages, "Liberty! 

Freedom! Tyranny is dead!" 
 

Mark Antony then enters, Caesar's friend whom 

Cassius wanted to kill until he was overruled by 

Brutus. Mark Antony (played by Marlon Brando in 

an excellent film of the play) finds himself in a tricky 

position, obliged to smile on Caesar's murderers 

while he works out his revenge in secret. He asks the 

right to deliver the funeral oration over Caesar's body 

and Brutus grants it, in spite of Cassius's protests. An 

experienced politician, Cassius knows how easily a 

mob can be swayed by skilful oratory, and he is right. 
 

To be continued …… 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

Explanation to Puzzle (a ) in July Puzzle page  

courtesy of Neville Lane 
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Trees of Thorverton  
3. Monkey Puzzle Tree at Lynch Farm  

 

This tree is easily spotted on the way out of the 

village on the Crediton Road (Lynch Road). I do not 

know exactly how long the tree has been there, but 

Nick Heard thought that it was likely to have been 

planted at about the same time as the house was built, 

in around 1880. 

 

Unsurprisingly, monkey puzzle trees (araucaria 

araucana) are not native to this country but are found 

in the Andes in South America. The trees are 

dwindling in numbers in their native Chile to such an 

extent that the Chilean government has designated 

them a national monument and banned logging. For 

the Pehuence Indians of southern Chile, seeds of the 

monkey puzzle trees form a staple diet for them and 

their livestock. 

 

Apparently the tree got its common name through an 

observation having been made about how its shape 

and prickly leaf arrangement would present a 

challenge to any climbing monkeys. This comment 

was made at a planting at Pencarrow in Cornwall in 

1834, the tree having been imported to a Chelsea 

nursery before being sold to Sir William Molesworth 

MP at Pencarrow for £25 (equivalent to over £3,000 

today). An alternative explanation for the name is 

that the branches resemble a monkey’s tail in the way 

in which they turn upwards. The trees can grow up to  

 

 

 

 

40 metres (130 feet) tall, but at a fairly slow rate of 

around 30cm (1 foot) a year. They can live to a very 

great age, with the oldest recorded tree of this type 

being 800 years old.  

 

The monkey 

puzzle tree is 

an evergreen 

with green, 

spiky, leathery, 

glossy and 

triangular 

shaped leaves. 

Trees will bear 

either male or 

female flowers. 

Male catkins 

are yellow, turning to brown at the end of summer; 

female catkins are spiny cones. I am uncertain as to 

whether this particular tree bears male or female 

catkins, but the brown colouring at the end of the 

branches which show up in my picture above suggest 

to me that it might be a male. Perhaps someone with 

better knowledge of trees could confirm this. 

 

Another landmark tree of Thorverton. 

Neville Lane 
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Adverts 
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Nature Notes 
 

I love walking along beach strandlines on the lookout 

for anything interesting and if you are a regular 

reader you will know I’ve found treasures before (of 

no monetary value kind) such as a bird leg ring. In 

June I spent a weekend in Aberystwyth and walked 

the strandline of the beach towards the harbour. I 

found a dead racing pigeon with a ring but I think the 

ring was the one used for races only and of little use. 

Other pigeon rings will have owner identification. I 

have written more about the strandline in Seaweed 

below. 

 

In the last week of June I noticed tree canopy and 

especially oak was not fully developed, it looked 

sparse. This is due to the spring weather conditions 

we had and the trees will catch up and produce a full 

canopy. At the beginning of the second week in July, 

oaks had produced new leaf growth of red hues. 

 

On 4th July and days following it was very noticeable 

marmalade hoverflies Episyrphus balteatus were 

virtually on all flowering plants in gardens and the 

countryside feeding on nectar. This is a small 

hoverfly with orange and black bands on its 

abdomen. It can be found in every month of the year 

and appears in large numbers in summer and can 

migrate from the Continent in swarms. Its larvae feed 

on aphids. 

 

Every year a number of painted lady butterflies 

migrate to England. They could end up settling 

anywhere but for the past three years at least a couple 

are always seen along part of my walking route. 

During the day they can be seen settled on the road or 

a gate. Late evening I have observed them flying as if 

in a tizzy and I wonder if this is their precursor 

activity for going to roost. Why they choose to be in 

this vicinity I don’t know but I’m glad they like it 

here, such a pretty butterfly. It is not for want of their 

larval foodplant which is thistle as this is a common 

plant. 

 

Sparrowhawks have been busy hereabouts. I just 

missed seeing a hen Sparrowhawk capture a swallow. 

I was looking out an upstairs window and saw her 

with her prey. She was taking short flights to and fro 

in the field low down against the hedge line and I 

think she was possibly adjusting her grip of the 

swallow before heading towards our garden. This 

enabled me to see the bird was a female, her upper 

feathers are brown. Later I found some of the 

swallows plucked feathers.  

 

I have also twice seen a hobby overhead, a smaller 

raptor with very pointed wings and being harassed by 

house martins and swallows. 

 

Six of us locals did our annual glow-worm count on 

18th July from 10pm. We spotted just over 30 

glowing females. Other locals were independently 

out for a walk here this balmy night one of which 

was Brad who said on an earlier night he counted 50 

glow-worms which is quite remarkable. If someone 

asks you what is special about Thorverton I think we 

can add that we have a lovely population of glow-

worms! 

 

Finally two more insects to mention, one is Tabanus 

sudeticus I saw resting on a chair in our garden. She 

has huge compound eyes and a striped body. She is 

unmistakeable and the heaviest European fly. The 

second is a lesser stag beetle I happened to find on 

the inside wall of our conservatory. I have mentioned 

both these insects in past editions of Focus. Look out 

for them as they will still be around in August.  

 

 

 

A to Z  Seaweed.    

In September 2018 Focus I wrote about something I 

had seen along the strandline of several beaches in 

Guernsey and Alderney in June that year and asked if 

anyone knew what they were to get in touch but no-

one did. My description was ‘bladders the colour of 

brown seaweed such as wrack species. They vary in 

size from one inch to four inches in diameter and 

seem to just contain air.’ Move on three years to June 

2021 and in a fantastic second hand bookshop in 

Aberystwyth I found a copy of The Essential Guide 

to Beachcombing and the Strandline by Steve 

Trewhella and Julie Hatcher and after a quick perusal 

decided to buy it. When I had time later to have a 

good look through, there was the answer to my 

puzzle. These ‘bladders’ were indeed a brown 

seaweed called oyster thief Colpomenia peregrina, a 

non-native seaweed first recorded in England in 

1907. It grows attached to seaweed, rocks and shells 

on the seabed. It is so named because if it is large 

enough it can float away with an oyster attached, 

much to the annoyance of oyster farmers and that’s 

how it got its English name. It also goes by the name 

of bladder weed.  

 

Last Words 

Royal Mail has produced their latest ‘nature’ stamps 

on sale from 22nd July on the theme of the marine 

environment.   

 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Joy of Sailing 
I write this as “our” yacht is gliding slowly along the 

channel between Kerrera and the Scottish mainland, 

heading back to Oban. We have spent the last 7 days 

sailing around the islands of Jura, Islay and 

Colonsay.  Fortunately, the weather was kind, maybe 

too kind as the wind was only strong enough to put 

sails up once, when we were heading down the 

Sound of Jura. We achieved 6 knots in an 11 knot 

westerly. There is something almost life-changing 

about the feel of the power of the wind pushing a 70 

ft sloop through the waves. It was certainly 

exhilarating. We were heading for Craighouse, the 

largest village (pop. a little over 200) on the island, 

with the intention of finding a strong mobile signal. It 

was the Wednesday of the Euro semifinal and several 

fans on board were keen to see the match. As it 

turned out, the signal was too weak to receive the 

transmission, the pub was fully booked, and the fans 

had to resort to listening to a commentary on a rather 

crackly portable radio. 

 

Meanwhile, outside the windows of the wheelhouse, 

the guillemots, seagulls, terns, oystercatchers and 

herons were ignoring us and flying around the 

anchorage with the sun setting behind the Jura 

Distillery, lighting up the cirrus clouds over the Paps 

of Jura. There was a plan to climb one of these 

mountains the following day. However, dawn 

brought heavy mist and no sunshine, so instead we 

sailed south round the bottom of Jura into the 

Atlantic. Usually, storms out in the ocean create a 

swell which can induce seasickness. Luckily, the 

previous week had calm sunny weather and there was 

no uncomfortable movement. In fact, none of the 7 

passengers or 3 crew complained of any discomfort 

during the week at sea. 

 

The narrow channel between Jura and Islay has tides 

which are horizontal rather than vertical. The flow 

along the channel can be as much as 11 knots so a 

yacht capable of 8 knots would go backwards against 

such a flow. But going with the tide is really fast. 

Islay has many distilleries producing whiskies with a 

very distinctive peaty flavour. We sampled a few… 

 

The following day promised better weather so we 

used the inflatable tender to land on the shore by the 

raised beach. A walk along ill-defined tracks took us 

up to the lakes in the centre of the island. All the 

habitations (including the isolated white cottage 

where George Orwell wrote 1984) are on the east of 

the island. The west is completely wild, and even the 

5000 deer are seldom seen among the rocks, bracken, 

heather and spiky grass. Views across the wild 

islands of the Inner Hebrides were spectacular. It was 

refreshing to escape to, and explore such wonderful, 

wild places. 

 

Wildlife seen during the voyage included a brief 

sighting of a Minke whale and dolphins, many seals 

and jellyfish, and a Sea eagle. The anchor dragged up 

an interesting variety of kelp and seaweed. 

 

The joy of sailing is much more than visiting 

deserted islands. The wind in your face, the tang of 

the sea spray (tinged with seaweed), the sound of the 

wind rushing over the stretched sails, and the feeling 

of power propelling you through the waves, with the 

knowledge that all this energy comes at zero cost. 

The only downside was that at the end of the sailing 

day there was insufficient hot water for a shower 

because the engine had not been used. The yacht was 

built 20 years ago with all mod cons including auto 

pilot: set a bearing and the electronics keeps 

tweaking the wheel to keep to the correct course. 230 

volts from the generator or from the inverters 

attached to the batteries. Electric winches for the sails 

and the anchors and auto rollup for the jib. 

 

In Oban we were sad to leave the boat. The crew 

were preparing her for a 10-day trip out to St. Kilda, 

while we hit the road for a 3-day 630 mile drive back 

to Thorverton, via Edinburgh, Newcastle and 

Birmingham… It looks like we missed a lot of rain 

while we were away, judging by the collected water 

under the potted plants. We now look forward to, 

hopefully, another opportunity to one day sail away 

again. Maybe mackerel fishing off Teignmouth! 

 

John Spivey 

 

 

More photos on next page
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The Garden in August 
 

August is the month to look around your garden and 

enjoy the hard work from earlier in the year. It is the 

month to collect in much of your harvest of soft fruit 

and vegetables. It is the month of plenty. In the 

vegetable garden, if you haven’t already done so, dig 

out your onions and garlic and let them dry naturally 

on top of the soil. 

 

 Once out of the ground, the roots cannot take up any 

more water and will dry out naturally. This is the best 

way to dry them out for long term storage. I usually get 

caught out by the weather and end up drying them in 

the green house. If this is the case, cut off their leaves 

to about 8cms, turn them upside down and spread them 

out on a shelf or table so that any liquid drains out of 

them. I check them every day and turn them around. 

They do dry well this way but it’s much more hands on 

than letting nature do the job for you. 

 

Fruit is better collected dry and before the sun can 

reduce the sugars, so pick in the morning if possible. 

Fruit ripens at its own speed, so go out each day as 

raspberries and strawberries don’t hang around for 

long, and if you don’t harvest them something else 

will! Blackcurrants last longest on the bushes but red 

currants are often missing as soon as they are ready, 

another favourite of the blackbirds. If you have netting, 

please check every day for trapped wild life. 

 

Although we have had sufficient rain for the garden, 

don’t forget that your pots dry out quickly in hot dry 

weather and will need regular watering. It’s always 

better to start checking the watering earlier than you 

expected to do so as some pots will dry up quicker 

than others. 

I am writing this on one of the hottest days of the 

summer so far, on the last but one day of isolation after 

coming back from a four week visit to my daughter 

Kate in France. Now before you all start to envisage 

French bars and cafes, lazing by the pool, walks 

through beautiful French countryside let me break the 

image. My daughter and her partner have purchased a 

flat field next to their house and garden. They live 

north-west of Paris. It is approximately the size of the 

Thorverton Rec. and Kate hopes to turn it into an 

organic no-dig business, selling vegetables locally. So 

far so good. The downside is that over the past twenty 

years it has been left to go wild. At the date of 

purchase she has a picture of herself next to this field 

and the weeds are higher than her, mainly brambles 

and horsetail as far as the eye can see!! 

 

During the winter a contractor came in and cut it all 

down and put it through a chipper. Another contractor 

brought water from their garden well into the field to 

three new water points. Excellent, can’t do without 

water and it gets very hot for long periods. Using 

mypex, Kate laid out her garden plan. All is looking 

shipshape and under control. Now another problem 

arises, not unwelcome but not making life easier, she 

becomes pregnant!  Everything begins to grow, 

seedlings, garden, field weeds and baby. 

 

Missing our chance to go to France before the baby 

was born, when it would have been relatively easy, 

then getting caught out by a lockdown and ban on 

foreign travel, we finally made it a month after Marcel 

was born. We had a worried daughter, with several 

hundred seedlings sitting on the veranda in the shade 

of a large wisteria, temperatures rising to the 30s, the 

ground as hard as rock and weeds about to take over. 

The few planted flowers and veg hardly surviving the 

heat. Oh la! La! 

 

Well, all I can say is thank heavens for English 

weather!  After four days of blistering heat, when the 

only task was survival watering, the weather broke and 

we had three weeks of rain, drizzle and mainly grey 

skies. Temperatures plummeted and the local residents 

threw up their arms at this unusual phenomenon. 

 

For Kate’s ‘farm’, (very small growing businesses are 

called farms in France) it was the turning point from 

disaster to saved! The 200 cabbages and kales were 

planted mulched, netted and are growing on happily. 

Fortunately the soil is rich. The tiny squash plants 

ended up as jungle monsters, the mypex keeping the 

weeds at bay. The purchase of a good strimmer 

completed the team along with a root buster spade with 

evil serrated edges, a good find at the local hardware 

store and necessary for almost every plant put in!  

Access to straw and manure has also been arranged. 

 

Kate has had one failure, but then so have all her 

neighbours, and that is with blight wiping out the 

tomatoes. These plants had only just shown symptoms, 

but the trouble with rain is that sometimes it doesn’t 

know when to stop. When we left, they were just 

hanging on but several days of heavy rain and then a 

muggy airflow over three days put an end to them. 

That’s gardening for you, win some, lose some. So, for 

our French family, it will be cabbage soup and roasted 

squash for the rest of the summer, hey ho! 

Wishing you all a very enjoyable summer break. 

 

                          Lorraine. 

 

PS, I shall continue writing for Focus until Christmas 

and then I shall finish. If you have a feeling that you 

would like to carry on, please contact a delighted John 

or myself. It really is good fun.  

 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly made sandwiches 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to Saturday 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic  approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul 's fully equipped gym studio 

in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern 
Upholstery 

 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. RepairsCity and Guilds Qualified. 

Over 25 years experience. 
 

12  
Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, Tiverton. 

EX16 6SR 
 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 
John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 
Tel: 01392 861423/07970  

875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Postcards of Thorverton 
 

Photos taken by Alex and Sim Fice  

available from 

 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office 

 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-

school and Thorverton Post Office 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Get your business 

known in 

Thorverton 

 

Advertise here for just 

£4 per month  

for a Quarter page in 

black & white or in 

colour  

for £8 per month 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       New Valley Practice, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
 
 

Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
 

Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
 
 

Library (Exeter Mobile)  Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster;  
Parish Clerk       Mr Andi Wyer, Glencreedy Court, Mill Street, Crediton, EX17 1EZ, Tel: 01392 241240;  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall 
(see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   

Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk on 01392 241240. 
 

 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MOST  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07794 676117 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 
 

Drs. A. Hall, J. Harris, E. Saunders, 
E. Ziegler and C. Nicholls 

 

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

 

Main telephone: 03333 442 988 
www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 
 

 Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
Ziegler 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Saunders, Harris, 
Hall 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Hall, Ziegler 08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs., Harris, Saunders, 
Nicholls  

08.30 – 18.00 Dr. Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Hall, Saunders, 
Nicholls 

08.30 – 18.00 TBC 

 

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
 

 
 

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
 

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 
 
 

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

We accept credit/debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions. 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

 

August 2nd, 16th and 31st (Tues.)    August 9th and 23rd 

September 13th and 27th     September 6th and 20th     

 

Mobile Library 
15.45–16.30 in Quarry Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursday 5 Aug, 2 & 30 Sept, 28 Oct, 25 Nov. 
 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
The temporary pre-9.30 free travel concession for National Bus Pass-holders was withdrawn to help ensure 

capacity for workers during peak hours. 
 

Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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Thorverton in Bloom 


