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Editorial 
 

 

Hello all, 

  

I can’t quite believe it’s December already and less 

than 4 weeks until Christmas!! 

  

We’ve tried to make this edition as festive as 

possible, starting with the front cover of a photo from 

John Spivey of the Jubilee Green covered with 

Christmas lights.  

 

There’s also lots of festive events happening in the 

village in the run up to the big day, including Xmas 

Bingo on the 9th December and an online Panto on 

the 29th December, both held at the Memorial Hall. 

(Please see full list of events on page 2). 

  

We’ve got plenty of articles to read and puzzles to 

complete in this month’s edition, including a 

wordsearch put together by Dash Cossey who’s only 

10 years old (see page 40).  

  

  

 

In this Focus:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’d like to say a big thank you to Lorraine Colebrook, 

our Gardening expert for all her many contributions 

to Focus over the years. Lorraine is going to stop 

doing her monthly articles after this issue, but 

hopefully we may get some updates on her 

daughter’s field in France! 

  

Just a reminder, that the next Focus is in February as 

we don’t publish in January, so until then, I’d like to 

wish you all a wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

 

Best wishes 

John (Editor) 
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Diary of Events   

 

December 

Fri 3rd  Skittles Night Memorial Hall 7pm. Call Mike Shelton on 01392 861027 for more information. 

Thurs 9th Xmas Bingo Memorial Hall doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start. 

Sat 11th  Saturday Market & Big Breakfast. 9.00 – 11.30am at The Memorial Hall. 

 

Fri 17th   TMH Cinema - Dream Horse. Doors open 6.45 for 7.30 start. (See back page of Focus for details) 

Sat 18th  W.I. Coffee Morning and Market at the W.I. Hut 10am 

Wed 29th  TMH Cinema family panto Cinderella.  Two performances 2.30pm & 7.30pm. See poster in Focus. 

 

January 

Fri 21st  TMH Cinema – The Courier Doors open 6.45 for 7.30 start. (See back page of Focus for details) 

Fri 28th  Thorverton Pop-Up Café at The Memorial Hall. 10am – 12 noon.  

Sat 29th  Burns Night at The Memorial Hall. 
 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 
 
LATEST UPDATE 
 

Last month I began by apologising for the delays in 

responding to parishioners due to the lack of a Parish 

Clerk; I don’t want to set a precedent but I think I 

need to start this update with another apology.  Last 

time I referred to the previous Clerk, Alison 

Marshall, as having retired.  I should have said that 

Alison resigned her position with us to move on to 

Bradninch Town Council; she could not have retired 

as it’s quite obvious that she’s much too young! 

  

We are still looking for a new Clerk and the post is 

open for applications until the end of the month.  Full 

details can be seen on the notice boards and website 

and please don’t be put off by the list of duties which 

may seem a bit daunting at first.  In simple terms we 

are looking for somebody who is well organised and 

numerate; working as a Clerk does involve operating 

to certain local government rules and regulations, but 

all of these skills can be acquired over time and there 

is plenty of advice and training available.  Perhaps 

the most attractive thing about the position is that it 

gives you great flexibility over when you work, so 

you can plan the job around your family life.  The 

pay is based on an average of 9 hours per week and 

the pay scale is from £11.76 to £13.24 per hour.    

  

So, if you are interested please contact me for more 

details (tel 759560), or better still send your 

application in to thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

  

The precept this year (your payment to the PC via 

your Council Tax) has been put to good use recently 

with the repairs to the weir; water is now flowing 

down the leats again due to the hard work of all those 

involved.  The original operation was immediately 

followed by a huge downpour and the team had to 

make an immediate return to reposition the large 

stones being used; the PC is very grateful for the 

extra effort they made. 
  

Our handyman is also financed by your precept and 

you will see Ben Fitch at work giving the verges the 

last cut of the year.  Cllr Colin Marshall has the right 

qualifications to spray the cobbles and he will also be 

out and about doing this soon.  A special ‘thank you’ 

from the PC to our first volunteer litter picker, Judy 

Moss; she has already started to patrol Silver Street 

as I spotted her emerging from a hedge clutching a 

bag of empties recently.  If you think you can look 

after even a small section of the village please email 

us – we will soon have ‘litter pickers’ hi-vis jackets 

available. 

  

At the time of writing this note the developers of the 

new site near to Broadlands have been preparing the 

ground for the new footpath and road widening; this 

has seen the removal of several trees with fairly 

ruthless results.  We have been in contact with the 

developer, Heritage Homes, and they told us that the 

work was approved by Devon CC Highways as the 

roots would affect the new construction; they also 

said they would plant new trees at the end of the 

project.  I expect the next PC meeting will include a 

review of this and a look at possible future Tree 

Preservation Orders (TPOs), but this has to be 

confirmed.  In the meantime we will definitely keep 

in regular contact with Heritage over this matter. 

  

On a happier tree related item we hope you will like 

the two Christmas trees this year from a local 

supplier; a gang of volunteers are involved in 

erecting them and a special vote of thanks to Sam 

Fice for all the lighting work! 
  

Finally, we hope you completed the Satisfaction 

Survey which was announced in last month’s Focus.   

  

 Andrew Foster 

Chair, Thorverton Parish Council 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Letters 
 

From Beryl (Grace), Ian, Hayley and families 
 

 
 

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for 

all the kindness shown towards us following our 

recent bereavement. We have been overwhelmed by 

all the cards and messages of support which have 

been a great comfort to us all at this most difficult of 

times. To know that Jeff was held in such high regard 

within the community and amongst all who knew 

him has meant so much to us. 

 

Special thanks go to the Revd David Francis and the 

church, the Thorverton Arms, the Memorial Hall, and 

in particular to Isca Funeral Services for their 

compassion and professionalism. Also a big thank 

you to all for your generous donations in support of 

the British Heart Foundation and Cancer Research. 

 

Losing Jeff has left a huge hole in our hearts but we 

have so many happy memories to treasure of all the 

family times we shared, especially within this 

wonderful village that he loved so much. 

 

Christmas Wishes  
 

From Frank and Alice Selley of Dark Lane 

We would like through Focus to wish all our friends 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Instead of sending cards we shall be making a 

donation to the Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

in appreciation of all  the voluntary hard work which 

goes in to keeping this wonderful village asset in 

such good shape.  

 

From Barbara Uglow 

Wishing all my friends and neighbours a Merry 

Xmas and may 2022 be a happier New Year for 

everyone. I shall not be sending any local Xmas 

cards but will make a donation to a local charity.   

 

From Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. 

May I wish all my friends & neighbours best wishes 

for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.  

I am making a donation to the British Heart 

Foundation this year instead of sending cards. 

 

From Sue Vooght 

I can't believe it's that time of year again to wish all 

my friends and acquaintances in Thorverton best 

wishes for a very Happy Christmas and good health 

in 2022.  

Instead of sending cards, my donation this year will 

be to the Force Cancer Charity.  

 

 

Felling of Thorverton Trees 
 

On Monday 16th November I received numerous 

calls regarding the felling of five mature trees on the 

verge in Berrysbridge road, behind Broadlands.  I 

immediately went to the site to find the last of the 

trees being cut down. 

 

Over the last week there has been considerable 

investigation, as to how this event happened, within 

MDDC and with DCC.  The land in question is 

understood to be part of the highway but it is not 

known, yet, whether express permission was 

obtained from Devon CC, as highway authority, to 

fell the trees. 

 

The trees were not protected (they are outside of the 

Conservation Area and there were no TPOs) and as 

such, no offence has been created. 

 

The land upon which the trees were felled is required 

to provide a footpath and understood to be part of the 

visibility splay serving the access to/from the housing 

development, granted permission in 2018. 

 

The cutting down of mature trees, especially at a time 

when we are thinking what can we do to reduce our 

carbon footprint, seems inappropriate.  The 

Environment Act 2021 provides for consultation with 

the public, by a Highway Authority, if such trees are 

to be felled, but on a limited basis. 

 

The housing development of the adjacent site will be 

with us for some time and you may wish to attend the 

next Thorverton Parish Council, on Tuesday 14th 

December where, hopefully, this event can be 

discussed, with a representative from Heritage 

Homes being present. 
 

Cllr Bob Deed, Cadbury Ward, MDDC 
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 Thorverton Memorial Hall 
   
After a weirdly warm November it 

looks like we are in for a something 

more like winter in the coming 

week, but don’t let that put you off 

getting out and enjoying events in 

December.  
 

It was great to see so many people at the Halloween 

Party.  There were about 50 children there and by the 

sound of it everyone had a great time.  
 

We’ve got more treats coming up including Skittles 

Night on Friday 3 December, maximum of 6 teams, 

8 people per team, £5 per head with food provided, 

bar will be open, call Mike Shelton on 01392 861027 

for more information. 
   

On Thursday 9 December there’s the famous 

Christmas Bingo, doors open at 7pm, eyes down 

7.30pm, the bar will be open. 
 

Saturday Market & BIG Breakfast on Saturday 

11 December.  It was great to see so many enjoying 

the Craft Fair, Big Breakfast and Saturday Market 

last month so please come along and support your 

hall. 
 

On Friday 17 December there’s a chance to see 

DREAM HORSE which tells the inspiring true story 

of an unlikely race horse bred by Welsh bartender 

Jan Vokes. Tickets available online from 

thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

We’re delighted to be able to bring you an on-line 

panto, Oh yes we are! On Wednesday 29 December 

there will be a matinee and evening showing of the 

grand on-line pantomime CINDERELLA. More 

details in the full-page ad in this Focus. 
 

And make a note in your diaries for Burns Night 

on Saturday 29 January 2022. 
 

The TMH Film for January will be The Courier 

starring the wonderful Benedict Cumberbatch.  It’s 

the true story of a British businessman unwittingly 

recruited into one of the greatest international 

conflicts in history. 
 

Wishing you a happy and safe 2022.  Thank you for 

all your support by coming to events that we have 

been able to put on, please keep it up! 
 

More information on the above on 

thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk - press the three 

lines on the top right of the home page for a drop-

down menu.  
 

TMH Committee: Russ Clarke (Chair); Sarah 

Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Tim Cusack, Ian Ford, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts, Sue Hyde, Jenny Reygate, 

Dave Reygate, Mike Shelton, Jan Wills, Clare 

O’Connor. 
 

 

 
 

The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 

Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 

the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 

their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 

expenses related to their medical personal and 

educational needs.  Applications for a specific 

purpose or need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are particularly 

favoured. 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 

the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 

Road, Thorverton.   

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 01392 860535. 

 
 

http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  5   Vol 52 No. 11 December 2021 
 

 

Notices 

THORVERTON CO-

OPERATIVE TRUST LTD 
supporting Thorverton Post Office                  

DECEMBER  2021 

We now have charity Christmas card packs from 

Hospiscare, Eco-friendly Christmas card packs which 

are made from 100% recycled materials, some 

special individual Thorverton Christmas cards (plus 

envelopes), Thorverton Christmas postcards, 

wrapping paper, labels, ribbon, gift bags, tissue 

paper, Devon Life calendars and Hospiscare diaries. 

We also have a good range of stationery supplies and 

most of what you might need for wrapping and 

posting, notelet packs which could make good gifts, 

and newspapers and magazines are on sale every day 

of the week. You can pre-order to guarantee that you 

get your favourite and we’re always happy to try to 

get something special, so please ask. We also deliver 

papers free of charge – a ‘pandemic’ service which is 

continuing! 

Our Post Office staff will do their best to help with 

your regular and Christmas posting needs, but please 

do allow enough time! We so often have a queue 

forming only a few minutes before the postperson 

comes to collect and this is very stressful and usually 

means that someone misses the deadline. So please 

plan ahead and buy your Christmas stamps in good 

time! - opening hours are listed elsewhere in this 

edition.  

We have very convenient FREE parking as you know 

and a canopy to keep you dry when it rains. 

We are still trying to keep Covid-safe so are only 

having one customer in the building at a time. 

Our Post Office staff and our TCT volunteers have 

worked very hard and selflessly to keep the business 

up and running to support your needs and above all 

keep a Post Office here which serves not just 

Thorverton, but the wider area around. 

 

We hope to see you soon and often. Please be patient 

if there is a queue.  

☺ 
Heather Kershaw      Chair and Membership 

Secretary   TCT Ltd    01392 860419    

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

Thorverton  Post Office    01392 860455 

 

Thorverton in Bloom 2022 
 

The intention is to hold another Thorverton in Bloom 

competition in 2022, for which we now have the 

incentive of a shiny new shield for the Most Floral 

Street - as if it wasn't enough of a prize just to see 

Thorverton looking at its floral best!  
 

We haven't yet decided on exactly how to run the 

competition, but initial thoughts are that it may be 

best to have two judging weeks, perhaps one in late-

June and one in mid/late-August. If you have any 

suggestions do get back to me before the Parish 

Council decides on the format early in 2022. But, 

whatever, please think about how you might work 

with neighbours to help make your street look great 

next summer, and that in turn will help make 

Thorverton look its best. 
 

Neville Lane 

(01392 861062 or nevilleslane@gmail.com)   
 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 
We offer a wide range of Post Office and banking 

services, CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, 

online shopping returns, phone top-ups, gift cards, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards, local postcards, posting and packing 

materials, photocopying + lots more  
 

 Charity, local scenes + Eco-friendly Christmas 

cards + all you need to wrap + post for Christmas, 

in stock NOW 
 

LET’S KEEP SUPPORTING LOCAL SERVICES  

☺ 
TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 
Sat 8.00 – 12.00    

Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 
 

Post Office 

     Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00)       

     Sat 9.00 – 12.00  

     Sun & BHs  closed 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:nevilleslane@gmail.com
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Thorverton Community Speedwatch 
Group 

 

Hi everyone, our group is intending to recommence 

Speedwatch duties in the village. Would anyone like 

to join us? 
 

The Speedwatch Service has been reviewed by the 

Devon & Cornwall Police, and within  the Force 

additional enforcement officers and administrative 

staffing are being recruited to support the volunteer 

teams. All existing members of Thorverton 

Speedwatch have been reapproved by the new on-

line process and  registered for duty. The process 

only takes about half an hour. 
 

We are glad to have valuable support for our 

activities from Thorverton Parish Council. 
 

As residents will be aware, our village is a busy 

traffic hub serving our transport needs; the school, 

our many local farms, the shop and Post Office, 

pub/restaurants, building construction and much 

other through and visiting traffic. We believe that the 

speed deterrent provided by the presence of the 

Speedwatch team is very valuable for the safety of 

local residents and visitors and we are looking for 

additional help. 
 

We currently have four team members to check 

traffic speed at our allocated sites, but ideally need 

six, to provide two teams of three, which will enable 

a more regular and accurate on site presence. There is 

an amount of administrative support work to be 

undertaken and we would welcome assistance with 

this aspect of our service - perhaps there is someone 

able to provide this support but not roadside 

attendance. 
 

Our group coordinator, Kenneth Ham, can be 

contacted by email at kandwham@gmail.com to 

arrange a preliminary conversation about the group, 

our duties and the joining process. The duties are 

light and take up only a few hours a month. 
 

Help us to make our village safer. 
 

Ann Riozzi for Thorverton CSW 
 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
 

At our meeting on 18th November, it was decided 
that our December meeting will be a convivial 
Christmas meal out at The Exeter Inn. The date is 
Wednesday 15th December at 7.00 pm. Sue Batty 
will contact everyone in the group a week beforehand 
regarding menu choices. 
 

If you have any queries regarding this or the Ladies Group 
in general please contact Sue on 01392 860140. 

 
 

THORVERTON CHURCH : MUSIC  ♫   ♫ 

Many of you attended the Remembrance service on 
Nov 14th and/or the gathering at the war memorial 
for wreath laying and the national two minutes 
silence. Stirring music on the organ, from the bugle, 
in hymns and an anthem, set the scene and helped 
with our reflections and remembrance. 

The church choir and friends will be providing some 
outdoor carols at Advent/tree lighting, on the 
weekend of Nov 27th + 28th. We’re also having some 
special Christmas services at the church during the 
week leading up to Christmas. There will be lots for 
the congregations to sing as well as music from the 
(augmented) choir and the church band. 

The full list of services is elsewhere in this Focus 
edition, but those with choir and instrumentalists 
are listed here : 
Dec      5th    Communion   9.30am 
 

Dec     21st   Carol Service at 7.00pm with readings 
                       telling the Christmas story – choir and  
                       congregational music.  
 

Dec    23rd    ‘Christmas in words and music’ at  
                       7.00pm – a miscellany of prose, poetry  
                       and images plus music for the band and  
                       congregation. 
 

Jan     2nd    Communion   9.30am 

The church choir practises every Thursday evening in 
church. We meet from 7.45pm and you are always 
welcome to come to hear us or join in. 

We are trying to keep our events and services as 
Covid-safe as we can so hope you will be reassured 
by that and respect the directions when attending.  

It is advisable to book a place at one of these 
December services with our church warden Royston 
thorvertoncw@gmail.com or to ring us on 01392 
860419. 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    
Thorverton Parish Church 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 
 

 
 

Welcome Café  
 

Every Monday (except Bank Holidays)  
 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
 

Tea, coffee, cake and company.   
Everyone welcome. 

  

mailto:kandwham@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertoncw@gmail.com
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

December 2021     Newsletter 
 

 

 
Events & activities for the 50 plus! 

 

Sadly, the Club which has been in existence for 28 

years, is being disbanded at the end of the year (as 

the Secretary will be standing down after 12 years 

with no volunteers being forthcoming at the recent 

AGM willing to take over the roles of either the 

Secretary or Treasurer). The December events will 

therefore be the last opportunity for non-members to 

participate.  So do come along to any of these 

activities where you will be most welcome (the 

exception being the Christmas Lunch which is a 

subsidised member only event).  Coach outings must 

be booked in advance through the Secretary. 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 7th DEC.  Come and 

join us at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 

10.00-11.30.  An opportunity to chat, take part in our 

optional quiz and raffle or book for a forthcoming 

outing. Entrance charge £1 includes refreshments. 

Covid precautions taken. 
 

MONDAY WHIST – Monday 13th DEC 

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the venue for this 

fortnightly activity starting at 2:00 PM prompt. 

Entrance fee £3 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket. It is fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain 

cells active! *Arrangements are in hand to continue 

this activity as a community event in 2022. 
 

MEMBERS' CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

17th DEC  @ Waie Inn, Zeal Monachorum      £25 

 

If you would like more information about any of the 

above activities, please contact Martin Clough, Club 

Secretary, 38 Hederman Close, Silverton EX5 4HW 

Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail:  

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

The Secretary and Committee members wish to thank 

members and the surrounding community for their 

loyal support over many years, without which the  

club’s activities giving enjoyment to many 

would not have been possible. 

 

 

 

 

Join the Crediton Heart 
Project  

A Small Charity With Big 
Plans 

 

The Crediton Heart Project is a small local charity 
with some big plans. Last year we launched the 
Crediton In&Around community website to 
promote our brilliant area and our next aim is to 
develop a new multi-use building offering all sorts 
of exciting opportunities for local people. But to 
manage these ambitious projects we need more 
people to join our team of trustees.  
 

Since 2018 the Heart Project has been working to 
support the people of Crediton and the  surround-
ing villages. We believe that as Crediton expands 
it should have the help it needs to keep its 
character and avoid becoming a dormitory town to 
Exeter. Our mission is ‘to keep the heart in 
Crediton’. 
 

Our trustees come from a range of backgrounds, 
with different interests and skills, but we all care 
deeply about our community and enjoy working 
together to get things done. We have already 
achieved a huge amount but with more people we 
could do so much more. 
 

Do you enjoy working in a team or is networking 
your skill? Perhaps you have been a trustee or 
governor before and could share your learning and 
experience. The project to create a new building 
has many facets particularly in a post Covid, 
environmentally conscious world. Do you have the 
skills to help with that? 
 

The pandemic has created huge challenges but 
also many opportunities, and we need your 
energy, ideas and experience to help us take full 
advantage of these and ensure our local 
communities recover and thrive.  
Have a look at our website 
www.creditoninandaround.co.uk and follow us on 
social media 
www.facebook.com/Creditoninandaround 

To find out more about the trustee role please 
email our Chair, Rosemary Stephenson 
rosemary@creditonheart.org to arrange an initial 
chat.  
 

The Crediton Heart Project welcomes 

applications from people from all backgrounds, 

regardless of gender, language, race, religious 

beliefs, ethnicity, age, disability, social class or 

sexual orientation. 

   

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
http://www.creditoninandaround.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/Creditoninandaround
mailto:rosemary@creditonheart.org
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Silverton Link Up 
 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery patients. 

If you have problems going to Health Appointments 

including the Vaccination clinic, Link Up maybe able 

to help. 

Please contact Roger Higman 07821718672, if no 

answer leave a message. 

There is no charge for the service, however, any 

donations to our charity appreciated. 

Coronavirus restrictions apply. 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

 for SILVERTON LINK UP 
charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham House 

Surgery patients to healthcare appointments. 

In a rural area where public transport can be difficult 

you would find it most rewarding providing a vital 

lifeline to vulnerable patients. 

It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one journey 

a week or as little as one a month, whatever suits. 

You would use your own vehicle with travel 

expenses reimbursed. 

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 

If interested and for further information please 

contact Link Up coordinator:- 

Roger Higman  

07821718672 

roger.higman@icloud.com 
 

 
 

LUCY’S LARDER 
In Thorverton Parish Church Porch 

9am to 4pm every day 

If in need please continue to help yourself to the food 

and other items available.  
 

I am pleased to report that Lucy’s Larder is now 

thriving and continues to be much used by local 

people who may be struggling with basic provisions, 

thanks to the continued generosity of those who have 

been contributing both food and other household 

goods. However, I would like to say a particular 

thank you to the St Leonard’s Trust and Thorverton’s 

Royal British Legion for their very generous 

financial donations. Connie Fice has also left some 

money in trust which has been a further and much 

appreciated support. These kind financial donations 

will allow me to offer some special Christmas treats. 
 

Should there ever be any surplus (there has not been 

for a while!) this is offered to the Tiverton-based 

Churches Houses Action Trust (CHAT) food-bank.  
 

The Larder relies completely on the generosity of the 

village in giving both financial and item 

contributions; so again, thank you very much.  
 

If anyone has any queries please contact me, Sarah 

Acock, on 07811494940 or 01884855079. 
 

If you or anyone you know needs further support, 

please contact the C19 Group, who may be able to 

provide additional help: 

Email: thorvertonc19@gmail.com 

Tel: 01392 861062 or 07496392106 (Neville Lane). 

 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
mailto:thorvertonc19@gmail.com
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“Armistice Day”  
11am the 11th November 2021 

 

On Thursday 11th November the school children of Thorverton Primary school with their teachers 
marched to the village War Memorial to attend the short outdoor Memorial service and to observe the national 2-

minute silence in memory of all those who gave their lives fighting in all conflicts. Laura Ford conducted the 

service. Mr James Meredith was the Bugler and Mr Alex Fice the Royal British Legion Standard Bearer. 
 

The school standard was carried and lowered at the service by Neve. Wreaths were laid by all three classes; (Class 

1) Lauren, (Class 2) Lucy, and (Class 3) George. Ettie, Bella, and Amelia read out all the 22 names on the War 

Memorial and the Kohima Epitaph, at the same time class 3 laid 22 small wooden crosses in honour of the fallen. 

All the children were very well behaved and very respectful - a real credit to them, the school and their teachers. 
 

Around forty village people also paid their respects and were invited afterwards to the Thorverton Arms for 

refreshments generously sponsored by Debbie Rowe.  
 

 

 
 
The Royal British Legion Centenary Quiz nights at the Exeter Inn on 3rd Nov. and the Thorverton Arms 9th Nov. 

were extremely well supported and a combined £712 was raised from both nights. The winning team at the Exeter 

was the “illregulars”, the star draw prize of a 2 course Sunday roast and a bottle of wine was won by Jenny and 

Dave Reygate, kindly donated by Matt & Rick of the Exeter Inn. At the Thorverton Arms the winning team of the 

quiz was “No brakes No skidmarks” and again the star prize of the draw was a 2 course Sunday roast and a bottle 

of wine at the Arms won by Sam & Nic Fice, kindly donated by Debbie of the Thorverton Arms. A port toast was 

provided at both establishments to celebrate the “Thorverton branch 100-year Centenary.”  

 

Many thanks to Mr Lewis Jones the quiz master and to everyone who generously sponsored and donated prizes, 

and of course to you the people who supported the quizzes. Thank you. 

 Alex Fice Thorverton RBL. 



Focus on Thorverton  11   Vol 52 No. 11 December 2021 
 

 

“Royal British Legion Remembrance Day” 
Sunday 14th November 2021 

 

At 10am the Thorverton Remembrance service took place at the Parish Church; Julia Hocking of the Netherexe 

Parishes conducted the service with the Thorverton choir in attendance. Mr Michael Shelton and Mr Rhys Roberts 

read the two service readings. The Bugler was Mr James Meredith who played the last post to observe a short 

silence, the Standard Bearers were Mr Paul Backhouse and Mr Alex Fice. 
 

 
 

At 10.45 the choir lead the standard bearers and the congregation outside to assemble at the War Memorial. At 

three minutes to 11am a poem was read for the fallen. Ivor Banks then read the roll of Honour of the 22 names on 

the War Memorial.  The Last Post was then sounded and the National two-minute silence observed, after Reveille 

wreaths were laid by Mr Paul Webb (Football club), Miss Susan Maguire (W.I), Mr John Andrews, Charles 

Kislingbury and Jack Stirling (Cricket club), Mr Andrew Foster (Parish Council), and Mr Samuel Fice (Royal 

British Legion) to “Honour the Fallen.” The Legion would like to say thank you to Julia Hocking for a lovely 

service and Heather Kershaw for putting the service together and also playing the Church organ, and to the flower 

ladies for a magnificent job of decorating the Church. 
 

After the service everyone was invited back to the Exeter Inn for a Centenary Buffet generously sponsored by Matt 

and Rick Cox who between them have severed many years in the Army. Thank you to everyone who came to the 

service and to the act of remembrance outside at the War memorial.  
 

 

 
The Parish Council Wreath. The WI. & Royal British Legion Wreaths. The Cricket Club &Football Club Wreaths 
 

The “Poppy Appeal” due to the on-going Covid the door-to-door collection in Thorverton and Cadbury was 

cancelled. Collection tins were placed in local outlets within our normal collecting area.  
 

In Brampford Speke Alan and Jan Birmingham did organize a door-to-door collection and raised a fantastic sum 

of £704.89p. Lyn Johns of Upton Pyne and Robin Thomas of Raddon also made house collections,  

Cadbury held their own Remembrance Sunday service at 6pm with the RBL in attendance and kindly donated half 

the Church collection of £88.43p to the Thorverton Poppy Appeal. 
 

£500 was donated from the RBL 2 quiz nights. The Thorverton Church collection was £356.90p and, the Memorial 

Hall pop up café on Tuesday 23rd Nov. raised £40.  Altogether a grand total of £3,350.85p was raised and sent to 

the Royal British legion “Poppy Appeal”.  Thank you to Penny Fice our organizer and to the collectors and 

Business and of course a big thank you to everyone who so generously contributed. 
 

If you would like to join the Thorverton Branch of the Royal British Legion, please contact a committee member 

or you can join online. For the Legion to maintain a village branch we need people just like you to join.  

Remember, you do not have to have served in the Armed Forces to be a member.             A.Fice RBL  
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Free Support to Help Farmers Navigate the 

Agricultural Transition 
 

Business Information Point are providing free, 

tailored one to one advice, webinars, and business 

skills development workshops to help farmers and 

land managers navigate the changes brought about by 

the Agricultural Transition. 
 

Between 2021 and 2027, the government will 

gradually reduce and then stop Direct Payments. 

Instead, farmers will be supported to improve the 

environment, improve animal health and welfare, and 

reduce carbon emissions. 
 

The move away from Direct Payments will be a big 

change for some farmers, so they will happen over a 

7-year transition period to give time to plan and 

adjust. The Future Farming Resilience Fund has been 

funded by Defra to allow us to support farmers and 

land managers with this transition. 
 

The support is free and available from September 

2021 to February 2022 to any farmer or land manager 

currently in receipt of BPS payments and we can 

support farmers throughout Devon and Somerset. 
 

Initially we are running several free, local workshops 

to discuss the changes coming through the transition 

and look at new funding options, as well as planning 

strategies for the future, such as diversification and 

productivity improvements. 
 

The workshops we are running locally are: 
 

Thursday 16th December 

 Devon Young Farmers Club,  Devon Rural Hub, 

 Amory Building, Cheriton Bishop, EX6 6JH  

7.00 – 9.30 pm 
 

All the workshops include a free buffet and 

refreshments. 
 

Business Information Point has been supporting 

farmers since we began over 25 years ago and have 

built up a wealth of experience and expertise across 

all farm business types. Through this free support, we 

can tailor the advice to your specific needs and 

prepare you for the changes ahead. 
 

For full details of the support and to register on 

any of the workshops please visit our website - 

https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/ or call 01837 

659 059. 

 
 
 

 

THORVERTON 
“POP - UP” CAFÉ! 

will be open again on 
FRIDAY 28th JANUARY 2022 

at the Memorial Hall 
10:00am - 12 noon 

Yummy Home Made Cakes! 
EVERYONE WELCOME! 
All proceeds to Charity 
Coffee/Tea Bacon Baps 

Toasted T Cakes 

 
 

https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/


Focus on Thorverton  13   Vol 52 No. 11 December 2021 
 

 

        

Church Services and News   
 

SERVICES & INFORMATION DECEMBER 2021 & JANUARY 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

Sunday 5 December Advent 2  

09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton KR 

10:00 am Toy Service  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

03:00 pm Christingle  Rewe Lay Led 

 
Sunday 12 Advent 3 

09:30 am Morning Prayer and Advent Reflection   Thorverton   Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Upton Pyne   JH 

05:00 pm Carol Service       Huxham   Lay Led 

  
Sunday 19 December Advent 4 

09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/TBC*   LF 

09:30 am Morning Prayer and Advent Reflection  Thorverton   Lay Led 

09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   GC 

03:00 pm Six Sleeps to Christmas    Thorverton   Lay Led 

04:00 pm Nativity Pageant     Upton Pyne   Lay Led 

05:00 pm Carol Service      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

05:00 pm Carol Service      Rewe    Lay Led 

06:00 pm Carol Service      Cadbury                        Lay Led & GC 

06:30 pm Carol Service      Newton St Cyres  TL  

 
Tuesday 21 December Advent 4 

06:00 pm Carol Service [outdoors, weather permitting] Brampford Speke  Lay Led 

07:00 pm Carol Service      Thorverton   Lay Led 

07:00 pm Carol Service      Netherexe   Lay Led 

 
Thursday 23 December Advent 4 

07:00 pm Celebrate Christmas in Words and Music  Thorverton   Lay Led 

 
Friday 24 December Christmas Eve 

03:00 pm Crib Service      Newton St Cyres  Lay Led 

04:00 pm Crib Service      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

11:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   JH 

11:30 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TL 

 
Saturday 25 December Christmas Day 

10:00 am Informal Service      Thorverton   Lay Led 

10:00 am Informal Service     Rewe    Lay Led 

10:00 am Family Service     Brampford Speke  Lay Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Huxham   JH 

10:00 am Informal Service     Cadbury   Lay Led 

 
Sunday 26 December Christmas 1 

10:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres            David Francis 
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Sunday 2 January Christmas 2  

09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton JH 

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:30 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

11:15 am Informal Service  Cadbury Lay Led 
 

Sunday 9 January Epiphany 1 

11:15 am Informal Service     Rewe    Lay Led 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]               Upton Pyne    GC  
  

Sunday 16 January Epiphany 2 

09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/TBC*   LF 

09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   JH 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury   JH 

05:00 pm Holy Communion by Extension [CW]  Stoke Canon   LF  
 

Sunday 23 January Epiphany 3 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  JH 

10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion     Rewe    MSS 
 

Sunday 30 January Epiphany 4 

10:00 am Mission Community Service    Thorverton  Lay Led & JH 

  Holy Communion   [CW] 
   

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
 

Some Churches are still operating on a booking system for Covid safety. Please make every effort to 

contact the following people if you wish to attend services at the following churches:   

Rewe   Sheila Newton  01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 

Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com    

 

*Open Door:   https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895  Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 
  

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 

homepage. 
 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 

JH Revd Julia Hocking  LF Laura Ford     

TL Revd Tony Lane  KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

SN  Sheila Newton [Reader]   TBC To be confirmed. 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 

Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  

Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   

   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, 

EX5 4AS. 

mailto:rewe.nativity@gmail.com
mailto:valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09
http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter 
 

Will the Ostrich become extinct? 
 

Food chains have been disrupted by the lack of HGV 

drivers following the pandemic. Our food is not always 

available where we would once have expected it to be. 

But this is also true of the food chains in the natural 

world. Most of us have an aversion to certain insects or 

creepy crawlies, but the truth is we actually depend on 

them. Not directly perhaps, but each one makes a 

contribution to the balance of nature. Whether we are 

omnivores, vegetarians or vegans, we cannot escape 

the fact that we are dependent on things lower down 

the food chain. We ourselves are  

 

 

actually at the top, but still we easily forget and our 

heads are buried in the sand. 
 

We are also very wasteful with so much of what we 

consume, whether to eat or use. We discard items 

when we are bored with them or have too much and it 

is wasted. In order to fulfil our greedy appetites for 

new and fashionable goods, we take from the 

environment without a thought. If a forest is destroyed 

in one part of the world to produce items for richer 

appetites, then we are often unaware. Or perhaps it is 

easier to keep our heads down and buried in the sand. 

 

We are nearly at the end of the second year of Covid19 

hanging over us. Getting back to normal is a long slow 

process, but we hear ‘no one is safe until everyone is 

safe’. Helping the third world to catch up is essential, 

but we are keeping our heads buried in the sand 

because we want to be safe. We went from food 

shortages to petrol shortages because of greed. Yet 

again we are putting our heads in the sand. 
 

I remember, as a child, seeing mention that Prince 

Charles was probably slightly soft in the head because 

he talked to his plants. In truth, his understanding of 

the way the world worked gave him a determination to 

put into practice many things which people thought 

bizarre. He no doubt was influenced by his father. He 

was one of those who set up the World Wildlife Fund, 

as he saw the writing on the wall for many species of 

animals that were dwindling, while the majority of us 

kept our heads buried in the sand. 
 

The climate was seen to be another problem which was 

developing. Many people thought it was just hysteria. 

Al Gore was ridiculed for his film to bring our 

awareness of the massive changes in our climate. Most 

just kept their heads down and firmly buried in the 

sand.  
 

Today it is the younger generation who are picking up 

on the problems. Greta Thunberg was angry and took 

time out from her studies in order to travel widely to 

give her perspective on the debate. Governments are 

now talking about it at the United Nations Climate 

Change Conference, COP 26, which took place in 

Glasgow. Lots of talking, but people want to see 

action. Even the Queen was overheard to comment on 

that. Will this be yet another gathering for a certain 

species of ostrich? Are we yet more of these large 

birds, burying our heads in the sand? Which is, in fact, 

an insult to the Ostrich! 
 

This Advent, as we contemplate the Christmas 

festivities, can we find a way to make sure that we are 

not one of the ostriches with our head in the sand? Can 

we make a difference, think outside the box and do a 

lot better for our planet? 
 

Do we need to eat until we cannot move, or receive 

presents which we don’t want? Could our resources be 

better spent? 

Rev’d Julia Dallen 

 
 

 

THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 
Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

From November our churches will be open, or 

closed, as follows:  
 

Brampford Speke  

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
 

Cadbury 

Open daily from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 

Huxham   

Closed except for scheduled services.  
 

Newton St Cyres   

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 

am – 4:00 pm  
 

Netherexe   

Closed except for scheduled services. 
 

Rewe  

Saturdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

Stoke Canon    

Closed except for scheduled services.  
 

Thorverton   

Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Upton Pyne    

Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
 

For scheduled services, please visit 

www.netherexe.org  

or see the notice in the church porch or on the 

noticeboard. 
 

Please note that a face covering should  

be worn when entering our church buildings. 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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Herod, King of the Jews 
 

It’s nearly Christmas and often our thoughts turn at 

this time to the nativity stories we find in the gospels 

of Matthew and Luke.  These make a lot more sense if 

we understand something about the personalities 

involved.  The Jewish historian Josephus, who was 

born four years after the crucifixion of Jesus, provides 

us with a great deal of information about Herod. 

 

Thus we learn that Herod, who ruled over Judea when 

Jesus was born, married ten times, and executed a 

wife, mother-in-law and three of his sons. What we 

know as ‘the slaughter of the innocents’ is not in fact 

recorded by Josephus but the gospel account of the 

murder of the baby boys in Bethlehem (in a vain 

attempt by Herod to get rid of a possible rival claimant 

to his throne) is totally consistent with everything we 

read about him in the pages of the Jewish historian. 

 

In fact, the arrival of exotic foreigners in Jerusalem 

enquiring about one ‘born King of the Jews’ rang 

alarm bells in Herod’s already deranged mind.  That 

was the very title that had been bestowed upon him, 

through the powerful influence of the Roman general 

Mark Antony and Octavian, the future Emperor 

Augustus, by the Roman Senate in 40 BC.  He had 

spilt much blood to obtain and preserve that title, 

which he had clung tenaciously to over the years.  In 

so doing, he had at all times proved to be a faithful 

servant of the Roman State, while never failing to 

protect and promote his own personal interests. 

 

When we first meet Herod at the beginning of the 

nativity accounts, the king was very near the end of his 

life and had become paranoid about clinging on to his 

position at all costs.  This frenzy to remain at the 

pinnacle of power had been there from the very first. It 

often drove him to vicious acts of murder and 

assassination, even within his own family.  Of Herod’s 

ten wives, the first was Mariamme, a beautiful young 

princess from the Hasmonean family, who had ruled 

Judea in former days.  His relationship with her over 

the years was a complex mix of love, lust, mistrust and 

jealousy.   

 

Mariamme brought with her to the marriage her 

mother Alexandra, scandalised by what she considered 

to be a mésalliance of the first order and constantly 

plotting to overthrow her mixed-race son-in-law. She 

despised him as the offspring of an Arab mother and a 

father from Idumea, a territory won over to the Jewish 

sphere a mere two centuries beforehand.    She would 

be described in modern terms as the mother-in-law 

from hell.  In the end, goaded beyond endurance by 

their permanent hostility, Herod had them both 

executed.  The remorse he subsequently felt in the case 

of Mariamme drove him to the brink of madness. He 

roamed about his palace calling his dead wife’s name 

and ordering that she should be brought to him.  His 

mind seemed deranged to such a point that he even had 

several of his closest friends put to death for no 

apparent reason.  

 

This is the sort of frame of mind in which Josephus 

portrays Herod at the end of his life, when he 

was  almost 70, a very old man for that era, tortured by 

his conscience, in ‘horrible torments’ and ‘terrible 

agonies’ of both body and mind.  Indeed, the 

symptoms reported by Josephus are gruesome in the 

extreme.  Modern medical attempts to establish a 

diagnosis have included hypertension, arterio-

sclerosis, and congestive heart and kidney failure.  In 

his despair he even attempted suicide.  In a final 

vengeful act, he had many leading citizens arrested and 

gave orders for them to be executed when he died, so 

that there would be general mourning for their deaths 

instead of joy at the death of a tyrant.  In the event, the 

order was countermanded by his sister Salome. 

 

So much for Herod the family man.  In this domain he 

has often been referred to as a monster.  But the public 

side of his persona was more akin to genius. For 

instance, his prowess as a builder was remarkable.  He 

founded several new cities, the most famous of these 

being Caesarea Maritima.  Over a period of some 

twelve years, Herod supervised the construction of this 

Mediterranean port, an astonishing feat of engineering 

 on an unpromising site which was to become a vital 

link between the province and Rome.  It also served as 

the administrative and military headquarters for 

Roman governors such as Pontius Pilate. 

 

The crowning point of his extensive building 

programme was the restoration of the Jewish Temple. 

When Herod first announced this project, citizens were 

less than enthusiastic but he won them over by the 

seriousness of his plans and his vision for a worthy 

successor to Solomon’s temple.  This vast enterprise, 

begun in 20 BC, took over 80 years to complete and 

employed some 18,000 workmen. When completed, it 

aroused the awe of not only of Jerusalemites, but of 

visitors from all over the world, who were dazzled by 

the brightness of its stones and ‘its walls of 

unparalleled size’ (Josephus). It was not regarded as 

one of the ‘official’ Seven Wonders of the World like 

the Temple of Diana at Ephesus, but certainly had a 

claim to be an unofficial one. Tragically, it was to 

stand in its completeness for only a few years before 

being destroyed following a siege  by the Roman 

general and future emperor Titus in 70 AD.  It has 

never been rebuilt. 

 

Of these two two sides of  Herod’s personality it is 

rather the unhinged tyrant that we see in the gospel 
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narrative, a  vicious despot seeking to snuff out the life 

of a new-born baby, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 

Jews in a sense that Herod could never aspire to. 
 

Maurice Harrison 

 

 

History Society 1 
 

Medieval Chapels 

An Illustrated  Zoom Talk by Professor Nicholas 

Orme, MA DPhil DLitt Oxon FSA FRHistS 

On Friday 24th September the Thorverton History 

Society was treated to a very interesting presentation 

by Professor Nicholas Orme on Medieval Chapels in 

Devon from 1044 up to the Reformation in 1550.  

From the comfort of our armchairs we were taken on a 

grand tour of chapels from Cornwall to York.  

Medieval chapels were initially considered of lesser 

status than churches, with restricted rights and 

activities. They were essentially private buildings 

without a parish. Their primary function was as a place 

of Catholic worship but some had additional social 

roles.  

There is an estimated total of 1,300 medieval chapels 

in Devon (Jeanne James) whilst there are 409 parish 

churches. The term chapel means little cloak in Latin. 

Larger chapels may have had a resident priest whilst 

others had an occasional mass once or twice per year. 

Although monasteries and parish churches were 

closely regulated, chapels were not.  

There was a line of medieval chapels from Exeter to 

York, built where people passed by and situated 

separately from churches.  

Many were built in towns, such as St. Pancras in 

Exeter which was in existence by the 1160’s before 

becoming a parish church.  

Outside towns, the chapels probably made more 

impact, such as York chapel on the Ouse.  They were 

often situated on hilltops eg St. Michael’s Chapel at 

Mount Edgcumbe in Cornwall. Nearly every island 

had a chapel on it. They were often built along land 

boundaries, at holy wells and at a ferry crossing point. 

Buildings were often left open for passers-by to come 

and worship. Money collected was quite small, around 

10-14 shillings per year. Parish processions often met 

there. 

There were three types of such chapels in Medieval 

England: 

i. ̀ Private’: in a private dwelling of a wealthy owner 

or the house of a king. 

ii. `Chapel of Ease’: they served the local 

community and were situated some way from the 

parish church. 

iii. `Cult Chapels’: built in veneration of an angel or 

a saint. These aimed to attract as many people as 

possible. 

Sometimes strange cultures developed around such 

chapels, eg at Torrington in north Devon a chapel was 

erected in 1351 as a cult chapel to the Virgin Mary 

who was asked about people’s futures. The St. John 

Chapel built in 1382 at Leicester had an image of St. 

Catherine, apparently chopped to make cabbage soup.   

They sometimes had a Romantic motif such as Sir 

Lancelot. 

Around Crediton there were many chapels and 

Thorverton Parish had at least four.  Cornwall had 650 

to 700 such buildings.  

Outside Thorverton Village, to its South West, `No 

Man’s Chapel’ was set at the parish boundary 

equidistant between Thorverton and Shobrooke. A 

simple stone now marks the site.  

The Bishops of Exeter kept records of such chapels. 

Chapels were still being founded by 1520, especially 

in Cornwall, but the `Reformation’ wielded its scythe 

and chapels were required to close from 1560. Masses 

were not allowed in such chapels after 1549. 

In 1640 Civil War broke out. People were required to 

leave parish churches and they then went to meeting 

houses. Many non-conformist chapels from that period 

still survive. 

─ 

 

The Chair of Thorverton and District History Society, 

Richard Pocock, warmly thanked Nicholas Orme for a 

most interesting and informative presentation.  

If you wish to learn more on the subject of Medieval 

Chapels, Professor Orme’s latest book `Going to 

Church in Medieval England’ has just been published 

by Yale University Press. 

 

Marilyn Pocock  
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History Society 2 
 

 

 

A Zoom Talk for the Thorverton History Society  

Dartmoor Moss Gatherers by Dr Ann Pulsford 
 

On Friday the 22nd October we were 

treated to a consolidation of interesting 

information researched and collected by 

Dr Ann Pulsford into the forgotten 

numbers of moss gatherers who 

collectively made such a difference to 

medical supplies in the First World War. 
 

Our Chair briefly welcomed everybody 

and went on to sadly note the loss of 

Brian Please who was a local historian 

who lived in Newton St Cyres, and was 

descended from families from this part of 

Devon.  He was a member of the Newton 

St Cyres History Group, and discovered 

the remains of manganese mining in a 

field next to his home. It can be claimed 

that together Upton Pyne and Newton St Cyres had the 

first commercially successful manganese mines in the 

world!  

 

Dr Pulsford then provided a well 

illustrated and comprehensive delivery which 

entertained and informed a good turn-out of 20 

members to the forum. 
 

In 1914, when Egyptian cotton supplies became 

disrupted, Sphagnum moss became the cheap 

alternative for medical dressings as the cotton cellulose 

that was available was diverted to explosives and 

ammunitions.  Dried Sphagnum can absorb up to 

twenty times its own volume of liquids, such as blood, 

pus, or antiseptic solution, and promotes antisepsis. 

Sphagnum was thus superior to inert cotton wool 

dressings (pure cellulose), the raw material for which 

was expensive and increasingly being commandeered. 
 

 The large number of infected wounds incurred by the 

troops in World War One, due in part to the atrocious 

conditions at the Front and the huge numbers of 

traumatic shrapnel damage, required effective 

antiseptic dressings.  The use of maggots as well as 

moss was introduced to provide nature’s bandage! The 

high levels of iodine which inhibit the growth of 

bacteria, as well as the absorbent qualities of the plant 

cells unique to Sphagnum moss when dried, provided 

such a solution in a time of crisis.  
 

Sphagnum or ‘Bog moss’ had been adopted and 

recorded as an effective dressing for wounds since 

early times: it was mentioned in the Gaelic Chronicles 

(1014), at Flodden Field (1513) and in Europe 

progressively through the nineteenth century.  By 1916 

it was officially adopted by the War Office and moss 

was gathered, harvested and processed on an industrial 

scale in Scotland, Ireland and on Dartmoor. 

 

The headquarters for the Dartmoor moss gathering was 

at Princetown and was supported and financed by the 

then Prince of Wales and later Edward the XIII.  Moss 

gathering was done voluntarily, mostly by women and 

children and public support through organisations like 

the Scouts and Girl Guides. It was gathered by hand or 

using rakes, then taken by donkey or carts across 

Dartmoor to depots to be picked over for leaves and 

twigs, then dried and treated using a process of 

sublimation.  It was then sewn into muslin bags or 

recycled lace curtains 10 by 14 inches containing two 

ounces of moss per bag and sent to hospitals receiving 

the wounded and to France.  By 1918 one million 

dressings were prepared a month. 
 

Today very few monuments or records exist to the 

significant effort of these moss gatherers. One does 

exist in Widdecombe where a 15 inch naval shell was 

donated to the town in recognition of the work of these 

anonymous helpers.  It remains in place in front of the 

Alms Houses in the town. 
 

Historically and today the use of the different varieties 

of this especial moss have extended to flower 

arranging, insulation, caulking material and even used 

as nappies and toilet paper!  An exceptional plant for 

which we must to be very grateful. 
 

A very interesting talk on a little known contribution to 

medical history. 
 

Recorded by Ann Marshall
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The Friends of Wyndham House 
Surgery, Silverton 

 

Wellbeing Co-ordinator Update November 2021 
 

Life is getting more active again though we are all still 

taking Covid-19 precautions as cases are increasing 

and people who are infected can be quite unwell, even 

if they have been double vaccinated. 
 

Balance Classes are going ahead and we are fully 

booked up until next year. If you would like more 

information or to join our waiting list, please let me 

know. 
 

Ladies' and Mens' over 60s Fitness Classes are 

running in the Millennium Hall on Monday mornings. 

Mens' is at 9.30-10.15 and Ladies' at 10.30-11.15 am. 

The cost is £4.00 per session. They are run by 

Margaret Clough, a qualified instructor, and enjoyed 

by all who take part. For more information phone 

Margaret on:- 01392 860971 or email :- 

margaret.mcassoc@btconnect.com 
 

Tai Chi sessions are held in the Millennium Hall on 

Friday mornings at 10.30 am. The cost is £4.00 per 

session. Tai Chi is an excellent gentle exercise for 

people who want to improve their balance and co- 

ordination. They can be done seated or standing and 

are conducted by Bill Croome who is very 

experienced. For more information please phone Bill 

on:- 01392 861264 or email:- bcroome@eclipse.co.uk 
 

Walk & Talk has resumed. The short walks on 

Wednesday meet outside the Millennium Hall at 10am 

and the longer walks are currently twice a month on 

Tuesdays. Because of Covid-19 restrictions, new 

walkers will need to register with Cliff Jones who is 

one of the walk leaders. Cliff will give you more 

details about the walks. Phone :- 07484 649539 email:- 

gcliffjones@hotmail.com 

 

Silverton Film Club has reopened, making an 

enjoyable afternoon out with a popular film and 

delicious interval tea and cake made by Sue Webb. 

The films are held in the Millennium Hall, which has 

been redecorated and has acoustic panels, which has 

really improved the sound quality. The Club is on the 

third Wednesday of the month and the films are 

advertised in the hall on the outside door or in Flixx 

Hairdressers. The Film Club is free of charge and the 

tea and cake is £2.50.  Do come along, we are open to 

everyone and the films all have subtitles. 
 

Carers Lunches have been enjoyed for several 

months at the Ruby Red Cafe at Exe Valley Farm 

Shop. We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 

12.30 pm and everyone pays for their own meal. It is 

good to get away from a caring role for a short break 

and chat to others who are in the same situation. 

Transport can be arranged and some help to pay to 

provide care while you are away may be available. 

Please contact me for more information. 
 

As you see there are lots of activities to join in with 

and opportunities to meet people and make new 

friends. If you are unable to go out and would like 

someone to visit or telephone you from time to time, 

please do get in touch. 
 

Well Being Co- ordinator Trish Jones 

Mobile telephone:- 0748 437 7298 Email address:- 

silverwellbeing@gmail.com 

 

Silverton Memory Café 
 

We restarted on September 23rd in St Mary’s Church 

Hall.  It was so lovely to see our regular visitors and 

some new ones after such a long enforced break., but it 

became apparent that to maintain a safe degree of 

social distancing it was too small. We were fortunate 

to find that the Millennium Hall was free on Thursday 

afternoons and so we notified everyone and moved 

across the following week. 
 

We are most grateful to the Hall Committee for finding 

us the necessary storage space and helping us to make 

the move possible. There are some advantages, with 

the ease of parking and better access for less able 

people. Since the recent refurbishment, with acoustic 

panels installed, the Hall is a lovely venue to use. 
 

The Reverend Paul Kingdom joined us for an 

afternoon to meet us all and see what we do. Chris 

Pryke will assist us with some of the singing sessions. 

We welcomed Karen Goldby on to our Committee and 

she has agreed to lead us on entertainments. We are so 

pleased to have her enthusiasm and new ideas and look 

forward to a very enjoyable future. 
 

We realise that people can catch Covid-19 even after 

their double vaccinations, so we still take precautions. 

Our volunteers are doing Lateral Flow tests before 

coming, mask wearing is optional and hand sanitiser is 

placed on each table. Gloves and masks are worn for 

serving teas. 
 

If you or someone you know is worried about their 

memory, please do come along. We are open every 

Thursday afternoon in the Millennium Hall 

between 2 and 4pm where a warm welcome, an 

enjoyable social afternoon and delicious tea will await 

you. For more information please contact me. 
 

Trish Jones Chairman- 

Telephone:- 07484 377298 or  

Email:- silverwellbeing@gmail.com 
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

It’s Christmas time…. 
 

“So here it is, Merry Christmas, Everybody's having 

fun.”  Not always the case; in fact I would challenge 

anyone, anywhere to get through Christmas without 

having to deal with something stressful on the way. 

This Christmas will be full of comparisons with last. 

We were locked down for the weeks in December, and 

apart from a short lifting of the rules for a couple of 

days, it was all very different to normal. However, if 

we are honest there were some advantages to this. A 

lot of the pressures were removed. There were far 

fewer negotiations as to where to celebrate and with 

whom. Worries about what to give, eat, wear and talk 

about disappeared. For many the normal isolation and 

loneliness that Christmas brings felt shared or even 

alleviated because people noticed it more. 

Communities were more active, enforced isolation 

maybe made us more inclusive.  
 

So much of the world in which we live is pressured 

into deadlines, achievements, tasks that need to be 

completed. Christmas with its definitive deadline is 

undoubtedly the best example of this self-inflicted 

stress. Last year broke that cycle, and enforced change 

can often lead to long term renewal and alterations. 

This is very often seen in patients after major medical 

events. Illness leaves its mark but can also produce 

very positive changes. Covid is an illness with severe 

symptoms for the individual but the resulting 

lockdowns produced societal symptoms as well. Both 

as individuals and populations we will have changed 

and New Year is an excellent time to reflect on this. 

We learnt a lot of very beneficial stress-relieving 

techniques during lockdown that maybe we should 

strive to continue to utilise. 
 

In some ways lockdowns were paradoxical liberations 

for many things. We replaced social activities with 

time spent outside; enjoying and appreciating our 

surroundings. We had the time to really look and 

experience the colours and the sounds, the wildlife 

around us, the changes that happen every year through 

autumn, winter, and spring. The health benefits of this 

form of contemplation, reflection and interactions with 

our natural world are enormous. There is also lots of 

research into well-being that clearly demonstrates the 

positive benefits of giving, sharing and participating in 

community activities. Christmas is all about this but 

last year we put more emphasis on it and included 

more than just our own families in it.  
 

So, when we ‘Are hanging up our stockings on the 

wall’ maybe we should reflect on something we did 

last year for the first time and consider making it part 

of our routine Christmas activities. Small actions will 

have large benefits for the physical and mental health 

for each of us, our families and many others, a lot 

more than we might realise. 
 

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas. 
 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 

The Exeter Forum  
Talks Programme  

Wednesdays 1st December to 5th January 
 

The Mint Methodist Church,  

Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3 AT  
 

(located near the top of Fore Street, between The Bike 
Shed and the Ganges Indian Restaurant) 

 

The Exeter Forum talks recommenced on 20th October 

and will continue providing no new restrictions are 

introduced. More detailed descriptions of talks and 

speakers will feature in the weekly newsletter. 

 

Date Speaker Title 

1st 

Dec. 

Tony 

Davis 

How did the Kings find 

Bethlehem? 

In this seasonal talk, Tony will 

examine the story of the Kings' 

arrival in Bethlehem following a 

star - describing how navigation 

has evolved over the centuries 

and considering possible 

solutions to the Kings' problem. 

8th 

Dec. 

Tracey 

Norman 

Cards, Cocoa and Charms - 

Devon's Forgotten Witches. 

Tracey’s talk will examine some 

fascinating and almost entirely 

unknown cases involving 

witchcraft in Devon. 

15th 

Dec. 

Christmas 

event 

Details to be confirmed 

22nd 

& 

29th 

Dec.  

No 

meeting 

 

5th 

Jan. 

Mark 

Norman 

Beyond the Hound of the 

Baskervilles. 

This talk explores the folklore 

surrounding the phenomenon of 

sightings of phantom Black Dogs 

in the UK, their long history and 

folklore, and how they inspired 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to write 

'The Hound of the Baskervilles'. 

John Davidson, Exeter Forum Talks Organiser - 
exeterforumtalks@gmail.com 

 

Peter Burden - carstickd@btinternet.com  

mailto:exeterforumtalks@gmail.com
mailto:carstickd@btinternet.com
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Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust 

 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped plant 5 

Scots Pine, 1 Cedar, and 1 Horse Chestnut (to replace 

the one which blew down in August). Also, donated 

and planted by Frank Sanders, a Californian Redwood. 

This makes more than 180 trees which have been 

planted on the Green in the last 3 years. 

 Photo of John Spivey receiving the Redwood from 

Frank Sanders on behalf of the Trustees of the 

Millennium Green. 

John Spivey 

Chairman TMGT    

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
December update 

As we build up to Christmas we are all hoping it will 

be a bit more festive than last year! The club is 

celebrating Christmas with a Twelve Days of 

Christmas fancy dress tournament which will be fun, 

with a prize for best costume.  We would like to wish 

all readers a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 

healthy 2022. 

 

For all enquiries about the club please see our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

 Sally Baldwin 

 

Women’s Institute 
WI Report for November 2021 

Members had been looking forward to a talk from 

Alex Fice just before lockdown, and were all 

disappointed when everything had to be cancelled. 

However, Alex delighted members and several visitors 

this month with his illustrated talk on Thorverton in 

Wartime. As well as local slides illustrating points of 

interest from both World Wars, Alex had many items 

of Wartime interest from his personal collection. 
 

One of the first slides Alex showed was of a train full 

of young lads, some local, leaving Thorverton Station 

for the First World War. This was followed by a slide 

showing truck loads of horses being transported by rail 

for war activities. 
 

Alex showed photographs of evacuees from three 

different areas. He was able to tell us that the WI Hut 

was divided centrally by a curtain to make two classes 

especially for a group of evacuees. In addition to 

evacuees, some of the photos included people from the 

audience in their younger days. 
 

Many slides were of familiar locations in the village 

and surrounding area and Alex could explain how 

different places were used. 
 

Alex ended his talk by saying that there are three 

memorials of the Wars in Thorverton – The Memorial 

Window in the Church, the War Memorial in the 

Churchyard with names of people from both wars who 

lost their lives, and the Memorial Hall which was 

handed over to the village in 1946, previously being 

the Conservative Club. 
 

The afternoon ended with a question and answer 

session and lots of swapping of family stories of the 

time. Everyone learnt a lot about our Community and 

village in the past and Alex certainly inspired much 

conversation. 
 

Coming Events 

7th December 2.30pm – WI Federation Carol Service 

in the Cathedral, members only.  Afternoon Tea and 

Social for members not attending the Carol Service. 
 

18th December from 10 o’clock – WI Coffee Morning 

and Market. 
 

4th January – late Christmas meal. 
 

1st February at 2.30pm - Return visit by Rachel 

McKee who will talk about her collection of china.  

Competition – a piece of china with floral decoration 
 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, from 2.30pm – 

Welcome Café – Tea, coffee, cake and company.  

Everyone welcome. 

Judy Bright 

 

../../Owner/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk
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Please Light Me 
 

The day came when the match said to the candle, "I 

have to light you."   
 

"Oh no!" shrieked the candle.  "When I burn, my days 

are numbered.  No-one will admire my beauty." 
 

The match asked, "But do you want to remain cold and 

hard before having lived at all?"   
 

"But burning hurts me and takes my strength," 

whispered the candle timidly. 
 

"True," said the match, "but this is the secret of our 

destiny – we are meant to give light and warmth.  I 

cannot change things.  If I don't light you, I miss my 

purpose in life.  You are a candle, you must give light 

to others.  All the pain that you feel is changed into 

light.  You are not lost – others will take the light 

further.  You will only die if you are not fulfilled." 
 

The candle straitened its wick and spoke in antici-

pation. "I beg you, light me." 

 

Translated from the German, 'Bitte zünde mich an' 

 by Annette Mawson 

 

 

Recipe 
Beetroot salad 
 

This is good with cold meats, fish, cheese, or on its 

own with bread. 
 

300g (12oz) cooked beetroot 

 1 small red onion 

Dressing:   

1 tbsp balsamic vinegar,  

3 tbsp olive oil,  

 

 

 

 

 

1 tsp honey  

a squeeze of lemon juice  

pomegranate seeds and watercress to finish [optional]. 
 

Slice the beetroot and red onion thinly and arrange in a 

serving dish. Mix the dressing and season with sea salt 

and freshly ground pepper. Spoon over the beetroot 

and onion.  Sprinkle with pomegranate seeds and 

garnish with watercress. 

Paul Cleave 

 
 
 
Poetry 
 

The Lonesome Rose 

 

On Christmas Day I spied a rose 

Blooming gloriously, 

Its petals rivalled robin's breast 

And rubied holly tree; 

Alone of all its kind, it stood 

Supreme above the snow, 

Lending that cold winter's day 

A touch of summer's glow. 

 

On Christmas Day as I walked out 

For air and exercise, 

The hills were bleak and menacing, 

Grey shrouded were the skies; 

But the sight of that lone rose 

Brought sunshine to my soul, 

Resurrecting all my thoughts 

To a poetic goal. 

 

Doreen Beer  

(from her book Poems of the English Countryside)
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The Joy of Science Fiction  

(Part 3) 
 

CHAPTER 3 ..... HE MEETING 

 

Meeting in VMH 1900 the following Wednesday 
 

In addition to Richard Ingeland, the Parish Councillors 

and the other local people who had been involved in 

investigating the Thing in the Garage, were several 

press reporters and a TV crew who had set up a large 

camera on a tripod near the doors on the south side of 

the hall. 
  

Addressing a packed hall with doors open and 

audience overflow onto the terrace. 
 

RI: "Thank you all for turning out in such numbers to 

hear the explanation for last week's occurrences. I will 

try to be brief - the full report is still being prepared for 

publication later this week. 
 

"An old map, passed to me by your local historian, 

shows that the car park was built over an old 

mineshaft, which was filled in before the garages were 

put there. Early last century the mine successfully 

extracted a fair amount of zinc plus a small amount of 

silver, and despite high expectations, a much smaller 

amount of gold. After the gold operation went 

bankrupt much of the surplus machinery and the 

remaining chemicals including a barrel of acid were 

disposed of down the shaft. The village also used the 

shaft as a landfill site for household rubbish for several 

years, before it was capped off with wooden beams 

and a concrete slab. Note that this was before we 

started throwing away vast quantities of plastic. 
 

"The garage was built on the site by William Bones 

who lived in the little thatched cottage "Thatchways" 

near the entrance to the carpark. (He was known 

locally as Bill Bones or Bilbo, ..and this was long 

before Tolkein's The Hobbit was even a work in 

progress.) 
 

- Approving murmur from the audience. 
 

"He had worked at Appledown shipyard and had 

acquired a hinged circular porthole which he installed 

on the rear wall of the garage. In fact he constructed a 

small sailboat in the garage, which he sailed on the 

Exe above the mill. When the garage changed hands 

the new owner removed the brass porthole and sold it. 

He covered the circular hole with a piece of plywood. 
 

"Those of you who attended school in the 50s or 60s 

may remember the word Leclanche...which was a 19th 

century electrical cell with a zinc anode and a carbon 

cathode. In the mine shaft were layers of zinc and coal 

or carbon, and following the mine closure, acid and 

other chemicals. Are you following this? 
 

"The next link in the chain of events occurred in 

Cornwall where recent drilling for geothermal energy 

apparently disturbed the equilibrium of the molten 

magma under the granite layer which stretches from 

west of Bodmin to Dartmoor and beyond. The 

researchers from Exeter University think pressure from 

the magma below pushed hot lava into the old zinc 

mine forcing the rubbish and minerals up the shaft to 

the surface, pushing aside the concrete slab, into the 

garage. Car parts were forced through the circular hole 

to the rear of the garage burning the plywood cover in 

the process. Layers of zinc, carbon (and other metals 

including maybe gold) and some of the chemicals 

(which acted as electrolyte) produced the electrical 

charge which, although fairly low voltage, was 

sufficient to give Colin a small shock when he 

attempted to extract a sample from the garage. The 

flash was something flammable, probably something 

like a squashed ping-pong ball, producing a small 

flame. He passed out but fortunately suffered no 

lasting ill-effects. 
 

"Now we come to the other cuboids which were all 

precisely placed 100m from the garage, N, E, W, and S 

… which spells NEWS, which may or may not be 

coincidental. These turned out to be unconnected with 

the garage cubit but was a publicity stunt dreamed up 

by members of the GreenSpace and Climate Rebellion 

organisations, who had a joint meeting in Tivley after 

they heard about the garage cubit. You can read their 

reasoning on their websites, but basically, they thought 

that the Earth was fighting back against human misuse 

of the planet (this is sometimes called the Gaia 

hypothesis). They added landfill plastic to compacted 

rubbish, delivered them to position with a tipper truck, 

and set fire to them with firelighters. Although they 

may have gained some publicity, in my opinion it was 

an ill-thought-out stunt and has probably backfired on 

their organisations. 
 

"So there you have it. No hot aliens, no Earth as a 

sentient being* and no creature spreading 100m 

tentacles to the points of the compass. Just a semi-

volcanic eruption brought about by a series of 

disconnected events over more than 100 years. And a 

group of publicity-seeking activists dropping burning 

landfill rubbish. 
 

Are there any questions?" 

 

Nick Beard: "Are we going to get any compensation 

for the damage to our field caused by the burning 

rubbish?" 
 

RI: You'll have to direct that question to the 

GreenSpace and CR committees in Tivley. I think they 

are having a meeting tomorrow night." 
 

AF: "We have had a communication from Harvey 

Golman, the local chairman of GreenSpace, 

apologising for their publicity stunt. He offered to 
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donate 4 trees to be placed at the damaged sites from 

which they have now removed the wet burnt rubbish. 

The PC will discuss the way forward on this. 

Addressing RI. What's happening in the carpark now? 

When will it reopen?" 
 

RI: "The mineshaft eruption is still continuing, but 

slowing. We need to wait until it stops and then get in 

the contractors to remove the outflow. I would 

estimate another couple of weeks, at least. In the 

meantime, I gather the Post Office has found a 

temporary home in its original site at the bottom of 

Bulley Street...." 

 

The meeting closed just after 8pm, with much noisy 

discussion, but the bar remained open till 11pm or so.. 

 

THE END 

 

*see the 1928 Prof Challenger story "When the Earth 

Screamed" by A. Conan-Doyle. 

(The Cubit is a work of fiction and any resemblance to 

any real people is entirely coincidental...) 

To any readers who like Science Fiction, I would 

recommend "Sleeping Giants" and the 2 books which 

complete the Themis Trilogy by Sylvain Neuvel . 

 

EPILOGUE 1 

Two years later a visitor parking their car would notice 

a gap in the row of garages on the north side of the 

tarmac car park. On taking a closer look he could see 

an information board on a metal support. He read that 

this was the site of the old mineshaft, now securely (?) 

re-capped with thick concrete, and the story of the 

eruption which had disrupted the life of the village for 

several weeks. The Post Office was back in the 

portacabin and a new growth of shrubs replaced the 

burnt section to the rear of the garages. Thornton had 

resumed its sleepy life... 

EPILOGUE 2 

200 years later. 

A tourist couple in an airtaxi over Silton flying from 

Nuvoex airport to Fuzdown House. 
 

- Ataxi, what's that place in view in the left window? 

- That is the village of Thornton with the 4 Giant 

Redwood trees, just over 100 ft high, placed N,S,E and 

W of the village centre. They were planted there in 

2022 after a series of occurrences in the village. You 

can read the historical details in the archived FOCUS 

magazine..issues Sept, Oct and Dec 2021. I've placed 

the link for you to access.  

- Ataxi, thanks. 

- Now landing at Fuzdown, local temp 41, humidity 

73, collect your spraycool from the box by the 

door...have a good visit.  
 

John Spivey 

 

Thorverton AFC     
30 October –  

Dawlish - 1, Thorverton - 3 
 

1st Half - Dawlish hosted 

Thorverton in a tough battled 

game. Thorverton started very well 

and we were on top in the first 15 

minutes before Dawlish grew into the game, due to 

Thorverton not looking after possession very well at 

all. Dawlish had a very good chance saved by Justin 

Land who had a solid game. 
 

Thorverton's first goal was an absolute peach: goal 

machine, Lee Radford, latched onto a Kieran Smith 

throughball and struck it very early to catch the keeper 

off guard. Not long after this, Kieran Smith had to 

come off with a hamstring injury. He was replaced by 

disco feet Jake Ebdon.  
 

2nd half - more of the same in the early stages. Thorvy 

couldn’t get a grip of the game but as the half went on 

we began to see some of the flair they usually have. 

Dawlish tired and Thorvy took full advantage of that. 

The introduction of Charlie Hayward was a big one. 

His throws are becoming a real threat for Thorverton 

and with his first one resulting in Jake Ebdon knocking 

home from close range. Shortly after Thorverton made 

it three with Lee Rads second of the game - a great left 

foot finish. In the end, it seemed a fair result. 

Thorverton have now gone top of the league! 
 

A big shout out to Weasel (Harry Drew) for a display 

which resulted in him picking up MOM. Top work 

weasel.  
 

Thorverton 2nds - 5, Amory Green Rovers - 2  
 

Round three of the Devon Intermediate Cup saw us 

host colleagues from Tiverton. 
 

A minute after kick-off saw Jack Tweedie run through, 

shrugging off a defender, to calmly slot home. The 

perfect start. 
 

James Pointing returned from illness and was his usual 

assured self at CB. Tobes Jefferson got in his first 90 

mins following a bad knee injury.  
 

Our midfield was controlling affairs with club captain 

Joe Radford at the heart of things ably assisted by 

Bailey Carbines with Jonathan Pearce playing ahead of 

them. 
 

Harlow was his usual perpetual motion self marauding 

up and down the right touchline and on the left hand 

side Will Hawkins put in a Man of the Match display. 

One run in particular was reminiscent of Maradona v 

England. Will unfortunately was not able to score 

unlike that Argentine cheat.  
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Chairman, James Vanstone, shrugged off an ankle 

injury to return to lead the line. His hold up play was 

first class and he deserved his first goal, a nodded 

header. 
 

Joe Radford was brought down in the box following 

direct running, allowing Vanny to put away the 

penalty. 
 

The opposition pulled one back against the run of play, 

so at half time the score was 3-1. An injury to Kyle 

Blackmore meant he was replaced by Matt Clarke.  
 

We should have put the game to bed but we were 

guilty of missing gilt-edged chances. Rovers came 

back to 3-2 following an error by manager Joshua 

Kalloway who was keeping goal and took an air kick 

to allow the opposition a tap in. This could have given 

them the impetus to have a good crack at us but instead 

the Chair collected his hat trick and Pearce scored with 

a good strike from distance. 
 

We go into the hat for the fourth round with belief of 

progressing further. 
 

6 November - Thorverton 1sts - 7, Dawlish Utd - 0  
 

Notre attaquant principal, Ryan Moody, est arrivé au 

Thorverton Rec via des vacances Parisiennes 

Disneyland en milieu de semaine et a joué comme 

Thierry Henry!  
 

With two assists by Els Allen, who had an exemplary 

game, Ryan Moody assisted for two himself, notched 

five and generally caused mayhem for 90 mins. 
 

A complete team performance, we dominated 

midfield, we welcomed club skipper Joe Radford back 

to the 1sts following injury, and the back three of Joe, 

Peter Eveleigh and skipper Benjamiah Stevens was 

resolute. 
 

Goalkeeper, Harry Slack's main contribution was to 

spot a hedgehog being his goal. OK, he also got an 

assist too. 
 

Dawlish did work hard and a half time score of 2-0 

was fair, an own goal contributing to the deficit; 

however, we broke their resolve early in the second 

half and we hit the onion bag more times than a 

farmer, er, harvesting onions.  
 

Mark Broome added to the tally from right wing back 

and Lee Radford failed for the first time this season to 

get on the score board. 
 

Manager, Ben Mills, sporting a 'tache for charity 

(please sponsor) was a happy chappy as we remain top 

of the Devon & Exeter Premier Division. 
 

13 November  - Thorverton 2nds – 5, Priory - 0 
 

On a pleasant day, manager Joshua Kalloway managed 

to scrape a side together. An hour before kick off, he 

and assistant Al Whitfield were both starting. Credit 

must be given for raising a competitive side with the 

number of injuries, Covid cases and players with 

childcare commitments that were unable to play. 
 

Fresh from becoming a father (with congratulations 

from all at the club), Harrison Chudleigh stepped into 

defence, with Lil Chris and Tobes Jefferson making a 

back three. 
 

Cameron Bastyan was a wizard all game from right 

wingback and jinxed his way past several opponents to 

set up club Chairman and captain, James Vanstone, for 

his first of the day. On the other side, Harry Stoneman 

put in a solid performance, doing the basics well.  
 

Half-time ended 1-0 with Thorverton missing good 

chances to extend the lead. 
 

Into the second half, with Bailey, Max and Jon 

controlling the midfield, the pressure was heaped upon 

our opponents. Will Hawkins, partnering Vanstone up 

top, grabbed a brace; one following a second assist 

from Cameron who gained the Man of the Match 

accolade.  
 

Lil Chris, like a white Hulk, powered in with his head 

from a corner and Vanstone gained his second. 
 

The opponents huffed and puffed but never truly 

threatened keeper Justin Land, who was rightly 

pleased to keep a clean sheet. He came close to his 

first ever game with no moaning, but one frustration 

did pass his lips, so not quite! 
 

A positive performance following last week's 

disappointment, with the management team happy 

with the team's composure and passing. With several 

coming back, there may be a strong bench next week 

as those who played today all deserve a starting berth 

next weekend, as we revisit today's opponents at 

Heavitree. 
 

20 November – Priory – 1, Thorverton 2nds - 8  
 

The Thors arrived at Heavitree after playing the same 

side last week at our place. 
 

We commenced the game playing attractive football 

and were dominating possession. Chris Williams 

scored a thunderbolt, striding from the back like an 

Adonis before walloping the ball in the top corner 

from 35 yards. A goal worthy of the top flight of 

football.  
 

The opponents then equalised as they broke down our 

left flank before a good cross allowed their striker to 

nod home. Alas, that was as good as it got for them. 
 

New signing Cameron Tapp had a good initial 45 mins 

on his debut before injury meant he was replaced by 

Jonathan Pearce. 
 

Tobes, Points and Chris were steady in a back three, 

with Harry Stoneman settling well into his right wing-
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back position. He did manage to bloody his nose by 

kicking the ball into his own face! 
 

Jack Tweedie scored a good goal from outside the box 

and ever running midfielder and captain, Kristoff 

Harlow gave another superman performance. 
 

Will Hawkins led the line well and deserved his brace 

of goals. His first, taking us into half time leading 1-3. 
 

On his third stint at the club, fast becoming a club 

legend (but still behind James Pointing), Darren 

Osmond bagged four goals, spoke well, encouraged his 

team mates and was the Man of the Match by some 

distance. 
 

We look forward to next week's cup game with hope 

after this class performance. Bring on Bickleigh. 
 

Paul Webb, Thorverton Sec. 

 

Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 

(Part 6b) Hamlet 
 

The ghost of Hamlet's father informs him that he was 

murdered by his brother, Claudius, who has married 

Hamlet's mother and now rules Denmark in his place. 

Hamlet, in order not to arouse suspicion, swears his 

friends to secrecy, and  sets out to find whether the 

ghost's claim is true. 
 

The King is very worried by the change in Hamlet's 

behaviour and asks Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, two 

of Hamlet's friends, to try to find out what is troubling 

him.  At the same time the King learns that the prince 

of Norway has changed his mind about invading 

Denmark and now merely asks for safe passage 

through it. 
 

Polonius thinks he knows what is wrong with Hamlet, 

and the King agrees to set a watch on his behaviour.  

Polonius interrupts Hamlet, who is quietly reading. 

Hamlet considers him a big baby and plays him along 

as if he were a fish. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 

enter and Hamlet confides to them how he is really 

feeling. He calls Denmark a prison, and when they 

protest he replies, "Why then, 'tis none to you, for 

there is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes 

it so: to me it is a prison." They suggest his problem 

may be ambition, but Hamlet disagrees: "O God, I 

could be bounded in a nutshell and count myself a king 

of infinite space, were it not that I have bad dreams." 
 

The two men reluctantly admit that the King has sent 

them, and Hamlet gives them an answer to take back: 

his trouble is melancholy. He makes an eloquent 

speech on the beauty and wonder of the world and why 

it means so little to him. Even man, that incredible and 

intricate piece of creation, is to him only a 

"quintessence of dust." "Man delights not me, nor 

women neither, though by your smiling you seem to 

say so." These are lines of matchless inspiration. 
 

The ghost may be an evil spirit, and Hamlet wants 

proof of his uncle's guilt before taking revenge. A 

troupe of travelling actors arrive, and the prince asks 

that they act out a scene of murder by poisoning. If his 

uncle turns pale, the dead man's son will know what to 

do. 
 

       The play's the thing 

       Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the King. 
 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern report to the King that 

they have been unable to find the real reason for 

Hamlet's behaviour, and the King turns to his second 

source of information, Ophelia.  Her father places her, 

book in hand, where Hamlet is sure to come, and then 

he and the King hide to watch what happens.  When 

Hamlet overhears their plan, her agreement to play 

along with them amounts to betrayal by the woman he 

loves. 
 

The Prince enters, desperate enough by this time to be 

thinking of suicide. It seems to him the best way to 

escape the torment he is experiencing, and he gives his 

famous speech that has never been worn thin by 

repetition. "To be or not to be...." It would be easy to 

stop living, but: 
 

                                 To die, to sleep: 

To sleep, perchance to dream; aye, there's the rub, 

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come, 

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 

Must give us pause. There's the respect 

That makes calamity of so long life ....... 
 

No-one would endure the weight of living if he could 

stop it by ceasing to exist. But it may be that we do not 

end torment by suicide but only enter worse territory: 
 

....the dread of something after death, 

The undiscovered country from whose bourne 

No traveller returns, puzzles the will, 

And makes us rather bear those ills we have 

Than fly to others that we know not of ....... 
 

Hamlet will not kill himself. He has thought too much 

about it to be able to take so decisive and final an 

action. 

            … to be continued in February Focus 
 

Andrew Hoellering 
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Ramblings about Rambling 
 

Are you getting your 10,000 a day? 
 

Steps, that is.  The ten thousand steps on your 

pedometer that you are supposed to attain each day in 

order to achieve maximum health benefits.  Or so 

some pundits say.  When my daughter first installed 

the Withings app on my smartphone many 

moons ago, that was my goal.  I often achieved it, but 

found it more and more difficult with advancing 

years.  After all, the distance equates to some four 

and a half miles, which for some one of my age takes 

up at least an hour and a half every day, a huge 

commitment in terms of both time and energy.  Then 

it came to my notice that the ten thousand figure had 

no actual scientific basis and was more of an 

advertising ploy for some product or other.  The 

health cognoscenti decreed that after seven thousand 

or so steps there was no further benefit to be gained. 

 I needed no further encouragement to halve the ten 

thousand, with the expectation that I would exceed it 

most days. 

And so it has proved.  I invariably attain my new 

goal and often get near to the old one without the 

same pressure.  I resist the constant temptation to 

increase the figure, say to seven and a half thousand, 

and prefer to plod along with a relatively modest aim 

rarely missed.  There must surely be a life lesson in 

these meanderings.  If you’re constantly failing to 

attain your goals, perhaps you have pitched them too 

high and need to reduce them to something more 

attainable. On the other hand, perhaps it’s just a cop-

out! 

Be that as it may, the prospect of attaining that goal 

is a constant stimulus to set out every morning, even 

when it’s cold and damp, so that those miles are 

behind me as soon as possible.  If it’s absolutely 

tipping it down, I make up for not being in the 

great outdoors by running on the spot indoors or on 

the trampoline (yes, I really do have a mini-

trampoline).  

Unfortunately the level of fitness achieved by this 

modest regime is not great.  In past years I would 

occasionally take part in a TARTS walk but fear that 

the prospect of ever doing so again is remote, unless 

jam, cream or custard are involved.  The thought of a 

five- or ten-mile walk is not alluring.  My thighs, 

hips and gammy left knee all conspire to remind me 

that a daily regimen of two to three miles is enough 

to keep me reasonably fit and that any more would 

sadly see me out of breath and exhausted, with the 

afore-mentioned bodily parts complaining loudly of 

the unaccustomed strain put upon them. 

Nevertheless, walking brings undoubted health 

benefits.  Taking into the lungs deep gulps of healthy 

fresh air (the sort we are privileged to have access to 

in and around the village), striding out with arms 

swinging, drinking in the mellow beauty of the 

countryside at the moment – all that can only be 

beneficial in reducing sickness levels and guarding 

against the dangers of old age.  It also helps with the 

‘mental health issues’ that have become a feature of 

our public discourse over recent months - far better to 

promote good health, both mental and physical, by 

lifestyle rather than by pills and potions.  However, it 

would be a mistake to promote rambling round the 

countryside as a panacea.  I have a book on my 

shelves entitled ‘Losing weight through walking’ but 

I fear that any such attempt is doomed to failure 

unless it is complemented by the simple expedient of 

taking in fewer calories, i.e. eating less.  Serious 

study after serious study demonstrate that exercise 

alone is un-likely to help with weight reduction. 

Nevertheless, walking remains highly valuable as one 

of the simplest forms of exercise. ‘Prevention is 

better than cure’ may be a cliché but it must be self-

evident that trying to keep yourself healthy by a 

moderate amount of walking is infinitely preferable 

to a sedentary lifestyle which may contribute to ‘the  

thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to’ - 

especially the flesh of advancing years. I have to 

register my bafflement that among all the 

government recommendations that were issued from 

the outbreak of lockdown there was no mention of 

the importance of building up the immune system so 

as to improve the chances of staying healthy. A 

French physiologist wrote: ‘Illnesses hover 

constantly above us, their seed blown by the wind, 

but they do not set in the soil unless the soil is ready 

to receive them.’  Wise words, and the soil of the 

rambler is less likely to receive them as a result of his 

daily effort. 

After the rather pompous tone of the preceding 

paragraphs, the recital of a recent contretemps to end 

with.  Out on a recent walk in a narrow lane, I duly 

flattened myself into the hedgerow to let a car pass. 

Unfortunately I leaned a little too far and fell 

backwards into the hedge.  As I was struggling to 

extricate myself from this undignified situation I 

heard a voice saying ‘Are you all right, Maurice?’ 

 Instead of driving on, the owner of the vehicle had 

solicitously halted to make sure I wasn’t hurt.  And, 

embarrassingly, it was a friend and neighbour who 

had witnessed my frantic flailing to free myself. 

 Well, it was only my dignity that was wounded and 

that is quickly dealt with. 

So… there may be pitfalls when you venture out for 

that pre-prandial perambulation but it is worth taking 

the risk. 
 

Happy walking! 
   

Maurice Harrison 
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Legal Eagle 

An evening of drinking can turn into quite something 

else… 

No valid simple contract can exist, unless it can be 

shown that the parties intended to be bound in 

contract. If a dispute arises regarding such intention, 

the question will be determined by the use of two 

objectively judged rebuttable presumptions. For this 

purpose, the law makes a distinction between social 

and domestic agreements on the one hand where the 

law presumes that the parties did not intend to be 

legally bound. On the other hand, in the case of 

commercial agreements, the law presumes that the 

parties did intend to be legally bound. Both 

presumptions are rebuttable on proof of a contrary 

intention. 

The case of Blue -v- Ashley [2017] provides an 

interesting example of rebuttal in the case of a 

commercial agreement. Jeffrey Ross Blue (B) had a 

background in investment banking with Merrill 

Lynch and at the end of 2007 he worked on the Initial 

Public Offering (“IPO”) in Sports Direct 

International Plc, a company which is the UK’s 

largest retailer of sporting goods. Mr Ashley (A) is 

the founder of Sports Direct, (although probably 

better know to most people as, until very recently, the 

owner of Newcastle United FC). As part of the “IPO” 

process, B travelled with A and the then Chief 

Executive of Sports Direct Mr David Forsey, on a 

management “roadshow” for two weeks to present 

the business to potential investors. 

In August 2009 B established Aspiring Capital 

Partners LLP as a vehicle through which to provide 

his services as a consultant. In 2012 B entered into a 

Management Services Agreement with 

Sportsdirect.com Retail Limited (a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Sports Direct) on behalf of Aspiring 

Capital Partners. The agreement provided that B 

would provide consultancy services to the company. 

One of B’s former colleagues at Merrill Lynch was 

Mr Peter Tracey who was now head of Corporate 

Broking at Espirito Santo Investment Bank (“ESIB”). 

B approached Mr Tracey to find out if “ESIB” would 

be interested in acting as Sports Direct corporate 

broker. A meeting was arranged between “ESIB’s” 

head of Market Making, Mr Simon McEvoy, Mr 

Russell Clifton, head of Sales Trading, Mr Tracey, B 

and A. The meeting took place on 24th January 2013. 

The group met at around 6pm at Sports Direct 

London Office in New Cavendish Street and after 

introductions had been made, the group moved to the 

nearby Horse and Groom public house in Great 

Portland Street. The meeting turned into an evening 

of drinking. 

At one point during the evening there was a 

discussion of Sports Direct share price and what level 

it might reach if the company continued to perform 

well. In the course of this discussion the topic came 

up of offering B an incentive based on Sports Direct 

share price. B claimed in evidence that A said words 

to the following effect: 

“What should I do to incentivise Jeff? If he can get 

the stock to £8 per share, why should I give a ---- 

how much I have to pay him, as I will have made so 

much money it doesn’t matter. So, let’s say if Jeff 

can get the stock to £8 per share in the next three 

years, I’ll pay him £10 million. Jeff: what do you 

think?”  

Ultimately, according to B, A after further 

discussion, agreed to pay B £15 million if the stock 

got to £8 per share in the next three years. A, in 

evidence claimed to have no recollection of the 

discussion but accepted that such a conversation 

might have taken place but if it did, it had been in the 

context of general banter, and it would have been 

obvious that he was joking. The evidence from Mr 

Tracey and Mr McEvoy supported A’s view that 

everyone regarded what was said as a joke and that 

everyone laughed about it. Mr Clifton said that he 

regarded the conversation as no more than banter or 

“pub chat”. 

At around 1.04pm on 25th February 2014 Sports 

Direct share price rose above £8 per share. Much 

discussion followed, but to little purpose and on 29th 

May 2015 solicitors instructed by B wrote to A a 

formal letter of claim and action was commenced in 

the High Court on 23rd September 2015.  B claimed 

that in the conversation which took place in the 

Horse and Groom on 24th January 2013 A made an 

oral agreement with him to the effect that if B 

deployed his experience, skills and contacts in 

relation to corporate finance to get Sports Direct 

share price above £8 within three years, A would pay 

B £15 million. B claimed this agreement was legally 

binding. Mr Justice Leggatt delivered a lengthy 

judgement. In relation to the intention of the parties 

to be legally bound, the judge concluded that no 

reasonable person present in the Horse and Groom on 

January 24th, 2013, would have thought that the offer 

to pay B £15 m. was serious and intended to create a 

contract, and nobody who was actually present, 

including B, did in fact think so at the time. They all 

thought it was a joke. The judge concluded by saying 

that the fact that B subsequently convinced himself 

that the offer was a serious one, and that a legally 

binding agreement was made shows only that the 

capacity for wishful thinking knows few bounds. 

Clive Hamblin. 
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THE FRESHEST AND FINEST 

CHRISTMAS TURKEYS 
 

www.palefarm.com 

(01392) 860364 or 07917824261 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

 

 

Get your business known in 

Thorverton 

 

Advertise here for just £12 per month  

for a Half page in black & white  

or in  

colour  

for £18 per month 
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The Sky at Night  
December sky.  
In the first weeks of December, the waxing Moon will 

pass close by Venus and Saturn on the 6th and 7th 

respectively. Venus will hold back from chasing the 

sunset, lingering in full brightness in the Southwest 

close to the less bright Jupiter on the 9th. December 

13/14 look out for the Geminid meteor shower. In the 

early morning of the 14th will be the peak with up 

to two meteorites per minute, some might even be 

large enough to appear as fireballs, where the rock is 

large enough to explode rather than simply burn up. 

December 21 is the Winter solstice, the shortest day 

and the start of Winter, if you’re not feeling too cold 

by then. 

 

Telescopes 

What did our earliest ancestors think when, looking up 

in a dark, moonless night, with the Milky Way, its arm 

spun across the sky, myriads of points of light 

twinkled back? Of course, having now evolved to wear 

glasses, we might see them even more clearly. Seeing 

is believing, but believing what exactly? Gods? 

Demons? Constellations? Heavenly bodies? fate? 

wallpaper? We know the Romans pinched a thumb and 

two fingers together leaving a tiny space to lose the 

fuzzy aberration and view distant objects more clearly. 

Yes, they made glass and burnt ants and other things in 

bright sunshine, but it wasn’t until the thirteenth 

century when lenses began to be clear enough to be 

used for telescopic astronomy - yet they weren’t! Even 

Da Vinci, having thought of examining the Moon with 

lenses around 1500, never developed it…..were people 

just not bothered?  
 

Lenses had been used for spectacles and it wasn’t until 

around 1610 that Galileo and some Dutch eyeglass 

makers began perfecting the basic design of both the 

microscope and telescope. Both magnified things, 

except the focussing distance was entirely different. 

Telescopes required the lenses to be separated over 

much longer lengths. 
 

Telescopes are used to collect light, magnify and 

conjure up images of distant cosmic bodies, some long 

gone, others very much still around. Basically, if a star 

is 500 million light years away, then its light that we 

observe on Earth is from the same object, but 500 

million years ago. Even before the dinosaurs. The 

strange thing is that you can point your scope in any 

direction, at night, and conceivably stare back towards 

the centre of the early universe, approaching the first 

few 100 million years after the Big Bang! This is 

precisely what the James Webb Telescope, to 

be launched on 18 December, will do, see fig 1. Due to 

the Red Shift the earliest galaxies will appear red, to 

which its sensors are tuned. Most galaxies are 

accelerating away from each other (dark energy - don’t 

ask) and just like the diminishing ‘ee-aw’ of a passing 

ambulance, the light from these speeding galaxies gets 

stretched. 

 

Fig 1 

 

A brief explanation. Because it has a wide range of 

possible energies, light can exist at vastly different 

frequencies (and wavelengths). Light waves across a 

very wide range of the electromagnetic spectrum can 

be observed by a variety of telescopes, each with 

distinct sensitivities. We are familiar with X-rays - 

high energy ‘particles’ that could merrily punch 

through plenty of ordinary telescopes. Then there’s 

even higher energy gamma ray particles equally 

difficult to detect, particularly as they are so rare.  

Counter intuitively, both these particles interact with 

Earth’s atmosphere, so satellites are needed to house 

such telescopes. They emanate from supernovae, 

formations of neutron stars and black holes and the 

catastrophic events associated with these. 

  

On the other end of the scale are the weak radio waves. 

Get a device pointed at an object in the sky, focus it on 

each individual point in the object, measure the radio 

energy then move on to the next point. Colorise the 

data and you have a bona fide radio telescope image! 

The image of the Moon, figure 2, illustrates the idea. 

 

 
Fig.2 

 

Microwaves are marginally stronger than radio and 

their cooking properties are famous. As its happens, 
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their most interesting finds are again by satellite and 

relate to the measurement of the energy radiated by the 

earliest stages of the expanding universe. The Cosmic 

Microwave Background Radiation is what we stared at 

when we oldies lost the tuning of our TV sets, see 

fig.3! What is it? It represents the pattern of initial 

hydrogen formation (atoms) as protons and electrons 

coalesced for the first time in a cooling universal soup. 

The universe, at only 500,000 years old, was smaller 

then but should have been uniform; it wasn’t, which 

has important ramifications for research into star, 

galaxy and black hole formation.  

 

 

Fig.3 

 

Those with an acute sense of optics will remind us to 

include the visible light spectrum, colloquially known 

as the rainbow.....We have previously seen that stars 

come in a wide range of colours depending on age and 

size. So do the nebulae, the nexus for dying and reborn 

stars. So do our local planets, although other planets 

are too far away to be properly visualised. 

Either side of the visible spectrum are infra-red (IR) 

and ultra-violet (UV). 
 

IR has lower energy/frequency and longer wavelength 

than UV. It comes from cooler stars or those red-

shifted at high speed, whereas UV is emitted by hotter 

stars. 
 

Apart from radiation of light, energetic ‘cosmic ray’ 

particles are also detected by specialised, modern 

telescopes. These are atomic particles elevated to 

extraordinary energy levels by exploding stars and 

hungry black holes! The astonishing LIGO equipment 

which studies gravitational waves scrutinises 

minuscule ripples in space-time caused by the horrific 

collisions between neutron stars or black holes. The 

two detectors are 4km long, 3000km apart, and 

measure movements thousands of times smaller than 

an atom!!  
 

Many ground-based telescopes work at high altitude, 

where there is less atmosphere to interfere with the 

imaging process. Others, particularly radio, exist as 

part of vast arrays. For example, new projects, beyond 

James Webb are very exciting. If the full plan is 

achieved, the Square Kilometre Array, SKA will be 

able to create images 50 times more detailed than those 

produced by current instruments, such as the Hubble 

Space Telescope, and will shed light on some of the 

most enigmatic problems in astronomy and science, 

such as the nature of dark matter and how galaxies 

form. It will be built in stages, but once complete, it 

will include around 2,000 radio dishes in 9 African 

countries and up to one million antennae in Australia. 

The array will have an astonishing signal-collecting 

area of roughly 1 square kilometre. 
 

The dazzling variety of detection systems deployed to 

probe the deepest recesses of our sky is truly 

remarkable. It serves to show just how creative 

scientists can be. Elevating the huge James Webb into 

orbit this month will be an incredible outcome, if 

achieved, and reminds us that no stone is left unturned 

in our human quest for knowledge.  

Peter Hargood 

 
 

The Garden in December 
Winter is approaching fast and it is time to stop and 

take stock. Firstly, ‘Keep off the grass,’ should now be 

your mantra. If the grass feels damp and springy, 

walking over it will cause underground compaction. 

This in turn can lead to air loss in the soil and poor 

growth the following season. 
 

Garden beds can still be tidied and remaining summer 

annuals removed if you can access them from a hard 

path. If you have spring bulbs in these beds, it is a 

good idea to give them some clearance as they will 

soon be showing their green tips. Then you can see 

where they are and where you have space for plants 

next season. It is always a good plan to re-access 

borders throughout the year to help keep interest all 

year round. 
 

If you have used plant supports, it’s a sensible time to 

cut back these bigger perennials and store away the 

supports ready for use next year. It is surprising how 

useful these small tidying jobs are when you come to 

need the equipment next season. So, tie things up and 

keep in an easily accessible dry place for future use. 
 

Don’t forget to bring inside any houseplants that have 

been outside for their summer holidays. It is better to 

bring them in before the icy air damages them. Poly-

tunnels and green houses are a halfway home. Fleece 

can be used on very cold nights but a really severe 

frost penetrates through glass and plastic. Mine come 

inside. I don’t really want them inside, taking up 

valuable space but I’m not prepared to let them die 

after all these years, so in they come. 
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Wrap up with bubble wrap or fleece covered with 

plastic any garden ornaments or structures of which 

you are fond. If not covered they will gradually 

deteriorate over time. Make sure you tie them up 

securely as a fierce winter gale can send your 

protection flying into the neighbour’s garden. Likewise 

for seats and tables, it’s not always possible to bring 

them in, but a covering of plastic sheeting will protect 

fairly well from the constant damp cold air. Don’t 

forget to tie them around even if they are big and 

bulky. Check every so often to make sure they are 

keeping as dry as possible and if not too difficult to 

remove, give them an airing on a bright sunny day. 
 

Now is an excellent time to bring in your Dahlias. Cut 

them back, leaving approximately 30cms of stem still 

attached. This allows for any die back or mould to be 

cut off should it appear, without damaging the tubers. 

Allow the soil to dry around the tubers and then gently 

brush off the soil. An old toothbrush is perfect for this 

job. Place the Dahlias in an open box and store in a 

cool room. Check regularly and move around if they 

look squashed. Start them off again in fresh compost in 

pots, from February or March onwards. They often 

begin to send out new shoots and at this point they will 

need watering but also still need frost protection. 
 

Dahlias can very successfully be left to over-winter in 

the soil and grow again next season. Make a mental 

note where they are in your garden as it’s easy to 

forget and plant something over them or dig into them. 

The problem with leaving them is slug damage 

weakening the plants, although some are much less 

tasty than others! Luckily they seem to be unsavoury 

to mice and rarely suffer from rodent damage. 
 

The winter season is a surprisingly good time for 

beautiful scent. There are some spectacular shrubs 

with lovely blossom and scent. The only problem is 

that they are not for the smaller garden. One, however 

is very suitable and many years ago was very popular 

and that is Daphne mezereum. This is a small shrub 

with eye-catching dark pink flowers in February and 

March and a perfume to knock you sideways. A word 

of warning is to choose the position carefully as it 

dislikes to be moved. For the rest of the year it has 

glossy dark leaves so it needs thoughtful planting 

around it for the rest of the year. Mulch your Daphne 

with composted humus for a treat every so often. 
 

When all the jobs are done, it’s time for the mince pies 

and the seed catalogues to choose the special plants for 

next year. Enjoy! 
 

Wishing you all a very enjoyable Christmas and New 

Year. Thank you for following my garden ramblings 

over the years.  Warmest wishes and happy gardening 

in the future. 

                                                        Lorraine Colebrook 

 
Nature Notes 

 

Last month I mentioned dor beetles that can be found 

in autumn, and sure enough we were lucky to find one 

in woodland during the ‘TARTS’ walk around 

Puddington on 23rd October. This was Anoplotrupes 

stercorosus and a beautiful specimen with a brilliant 

blue-purple metallic underside. You may still be lucky 

to spot one in December in woodland and on the 

moors, however the majority will be underground in 

their burrows for the winter.  

 

A walk in Northdown Wood in November as always 

came up trumps with some interesting sightings. In 

flower was a foxglove, red campion, herb Robert, 

pennywort, bramble, ivy and holly. Various species of 

fungus were seen including spiny puffball. A wasp 

nest in a hedge bank and a wild honey bee nest in the 

roots of a gnarled oak tree were very active. The wasps 

and bees were pouring out of their nests. I moved in 

closer to take a picture of the bees but instantly had 

one buzzing extremely close to me so I backed off. A 

mobile solitary hornet was also seen. Ivy flowers are 

very prevalent in the wood providing a supply of 

nectar for hymenoptera at this time of year when not 

much else is available.  

 

Keep your eyes open on tree trunks as you may come 

across nuts wedged into bark probably by nuthatch. 

This is a hazelnut spotted on the walk and had been 

opened and the kernel eaten. I have also come across 

small wild cherry stones wedged in bark in this wood.  

 

A trip to Cadbury Castle was also done in November 

with a quest to see a dor beetle as one was seen there 

on a previous walk. Well, expect the unexpected, so it 

goes, and on a beech tree with its head in a crack in the 

tree and its bottom sticking out was a large black 

beetle with a violet blue hue. I was tempted to poke it 

to check if it was alive but there was a barbed wire 

fence between us so I couldn’t quite reach. It is a violet 

ground beetle and feeds at night and is found under 

moss, bark, stones and logs. It wasn’t making a very 

good job of hiding! Further along the circular walk 

another beetle was on a trunk of an oak, a devil’s 

coach horse. This creature was mobile and looked like 

it was hunting. I spotted a second one along the route, 

smaller than the first. The sun was shining on this walk 

and low cloud and mist cleared sufficiently by around 

11am to see the sea at Exmouth way off on the 

horizon.  
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A to Z Toad 

 

Britain has two toad species, the common toad and 

natterjack toad. The natterjack toad is not found in the 

South West, the nearest colony is in Hampshire. Toads 

spend most of their life on land and only use streams, 

pools and ponds to breed. Toads have warty dry skin 

and can vary in colour from brown, olive and grey and 

sometimes patches of red particularly in the female. 

Males are up to 8cm long and females up to 10cm. 

 

During the day toads live in holes in hedges, beneath 

tree roots or where they have scraped a hole 

themselves. Sometimes they turn up among flower 

pots outside or even inside your greenhouse. Toads 

feed at night, flicking out their tongue at moving prey  

 

 

 

that can be a multitude of insects, worms, spiders and 

snails.  

 

In October and November toads go into hibernation 

using animal burrows, emerging in late March and 

April to breed. The toad breeds in the place in which it 

was born. It is said the toad prefers deep water in 

which to breed but these places have been in decline 

over the years. In recent years I have only witnessed 

toad spawn in very shallow water. Toad spawn is 

unmistakeable, being laid in strings and laid later than 

frogspawn. Toxins within toads offer a deterrent 

against predation and are even present in their 

tadpoles.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

This picture was taken during a TARTS walk along the East Okement River on 29th June 2020. The toad tadpoles are 

in a small pool of water along the path beside the river. This pool and others nearby are created when the river floods, 

by rainwater and water trickling off the hillside. We met a lady who had put cucumber into the pool. She said she was 

informed the tadpoles like cucumber.  

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Updated photos of The Leonard Square development by John Spivey  
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Trees of Thorverton  
7. Limes in the Recreation Ground  

 

I love the shape of deciduous trees in winter, when 

they stand without any leaf covering.  This month I 

have chosen to feature the row of lime trees which 

line the northern side of the Recreation Ground. 

These are of differing ages, with five quite mature 

trees – almost certainly more than a century old – 

interspersed with some far younger specimens. I 

always think that they give a great backdrop to the 

football in winter, with Raddon Top in the distance 

viewed rather more 

easily in the absence 

of any leaves. 

Graham Sims gave 

me this picture, 

taken in the winter 

of 1943 of him and 

his mother with one 

of the trees behind. 

 

I was not too 

surprised to hear that 

there was at one 

time a full row of 

mature trees, but a 

few of them were 

lost in the storm of 

15/16 October 1987.  

I might add that this 

was the “Great Storm” which, to my wife’s 

astonishment at the time, I slept through in our little 

maisonette in Chessington, Surrey. 

 

 
 

There are, apparently, three main species of lime 

found in Britain: the common lime - which has been 

extensively planted in many parks, churchyards and 

gardens - is actually a hybrid of the broad- and small-

leaved limes. I couldn’t say which species the limes 

in the Rec are; perhaps someone could tell us?  

 

The leaves (not that you will see 

any until spring now) are 

intriguingly lopsided at the base, 

which does make recognition 

that bit easier for us tree novices. 

The young leaves have a 

succulent almost sweet flavour 

which is enhanced once the leaf is covered in honey 

dew from aphids, although this can be a source of 

annoyance for anyone regularly parking their car 

underneath a lime tree! I am told that the flowers can 

be dried and used as tea, known in France as “tilleul” 

and esteemed for its digestive properties. 

 

 
 

I do hope that you will be able to spend some time 

enjoying these lovely trees this winter. 

 

  

Neville Lan
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Puzzles 
Congratulations to Graeme Culshaw for sending me the correct answers to November’s puzzles. I tend to receive 

solutions only from one or more of the same three people, but would love to hear from more of you. I hope that this 

month’s crossword will inspire more of you to send in results, particularly with the knowledge that I will be giving a 

prize to the person whose correct entry I select after the 10th January 2022 closing date. Please send your entries to the 

Focus email address – focusonthorverton@gmail.com - or in hard copy to me at Stable House, 2 The Glebe, 

Thorverton. I apologise for the large number of very short words in the grid, showing my novice status as a crossword 

composer; there is an opening here for a regular crossword compiler! 
 

Clues: 

Across 

1. Our editor (4,6 letters) 

7. As far as (2) 

8. Very warm (3) 

9. Occasionally reported as seen in the stream (6) 

11. A Norse god (2) 

12. Unwelcome eaters of my lettuce (6) 

16. Part of a curve (3) 

17. Round cooking utensil (3) 

18. Coating of the teeth (6) 

19. Third person singular of “be” (2) 

20. Church official acting as attendant (6) 

23. Hay or Hound (3) 

24. Mobile phone provider (2) 

25. Our nearest vineyard (10) 

Down 

1. TMGT Chairman (4,6);    

2. WI’s Thorverton home (3);   

3. Surname of author of “Thorverton Devon” in 

1993 (6);    

4. Decision by chance (3);    

5. Part of the foot (3);   6. Memorial Hall Chairman (4,6);   10. Uncommon (4);   13. Withered remains of flower on a 

gooseberry or apple opposite the stalk (4);   14. Denoting position (2);   15. Animal traps (6);   16. Before noon (1.1);   

21. Drowned river valley (3);  22. Fish with smooth cylindrical body almost scaleless (3);  23. Sum of one plus one (3) 

 

This month’s Su Doku puzzle.  As always, each 

horizontal and vertical line and each 3x3 square must 

contain each of the numbers from one to nine:  

7 2 3 4  5    

   6   4   

 4   8    3 

8     3   7 

 5      3  

6   9     5 

2    6   5  

  5   8    

   7  9 1 2 4 

Finally, a puzzle taken from Ernest Dudeney’s 

excellent book, “536 Puzzles and Curious Problems”. 

Henry Ernest Dudeney was born in 1857 and became 

known as England’s greatest maker of puzzles, 

producing numerous puzzles particularly from the 

1890s through to the 1920s. 

 

The Damaged Engine 

We were going by train from Anglechester to 

Clinkerton, and an hour after starting an accident 

happened to the engine. We had to continue the 

journey at three-fifths of the former speed. It made us 

two hours late at Clinkerton, and the driver said that if 

only the accident had happened fifty miles farther on 

the train would have arrived forty minutes sooner. 

Can you tell from that statement just how far it was 

from Anglechester to Clinkerton? 

Happy puzzling.  
 

Neville Lane

1  2  3 4  5  6 

    7      

8    9    10  

        11  

12 13 14   15  16   

17    18      

19          

20  21  22   23   

    24      

25          

mailto:focusonthorverton@gmail.com
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   Wordsearch 
 

m o u t h t h t l o s w q T G j u j r c s r j H y u i 

m k l g r e w E x m o u t h D F v o u y d z a d t m k 

O p o i u l m m m n b r e w Q a d t h v d e E d g j j 

d d e f l p N V D e p w x v N m s s x a q f f x g p l 

e f d f d t y i y D a s h t N e m s m n b z x s e s a 

p q d f h e k g g s e r t y I k l n v c d r e t y k l 

o h f d q q G q e y B y y o L n n u y v c s e q j k p 

s r t g h j k p B e t h a d E s s d c d s f f g l t r 

i f t w e h k l k y h k m p M n v q w x d a k i u y y 

t h b n m v c e y u i j d d S e s s s e k o p q s a r 

i s d P D w f l s p o t e s X c n j k u i j j k l w f 

o d s f f k r j f d s a V p T H b n n m n f d w e i p 

n l d b f y y u q w e s i k H k l p i u y t z V m e r 

d f a d w w l o y y u e c t C l v c a z x m m h H h e 

z M g q s d e a s M w s t m L p t m a r l a p o m s p 

i u r e b c r g f d d m o m M k p e g v w w q J t o p 

a A j B G l o l f d q x r u O C o a p p r f j u K w o 

r M v r e h s s d f Y y i i R o p n q q a y a n p m Q 

y i M y y u i X q o p h a k L c h d d f D r k i k q j 

t s p o g j o g v v x s w q B m e e u t y p e L k a e 

e s b o n J n g h g f s a o P l k r i o u y f l i t q 

q i f A q q b n n y j Z t e W q w e a s p f g e o o r 

l s d h s v p t w e q e e j L i p j h j j k l o y u r 

V s e Q g F v o v H a v l p U y t y h h M e a n d r e 

l i w q t w e e l r y m i m L l l K p o o F r t t i v 

l p i p p i n h g y v x c r I v e r z l R j j p l i v 

V p e r r y H i o p e p p v B n x z v n m r t y u p i 

p i o y q G p o i t e A m a Z o n s a x c c b n m y r 

 

Find the words in any direction: 

 

Mississippi 

Amazon 

river 

meander  

estuary 

 

Victoria 

source 

erosion 

Exmouth 

Exe 

 

Nile 

mouth  

deposition 

 

Love from Dash Cossey, aged 10 (hint: sister Marla, mum Beth, dog Pippin!) 
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Adverts              
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and 

deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and 
vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies 

and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and 
tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly 

made sandwiches 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and 

treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to 
Saturday 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul's fully equipped gym studio 

in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk   

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern 
Upholstery 

 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. RepairsCity and Guilds Qualified. 

Over 25 years experience. 
 

12  
Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, Tiverton. 

EX16 6SR 
 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
 
 
 

 



Focus on Thorverton  52   Vol 52 No. 11 December 2021 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  53   Vol 52 No. 11 December 2021 
 

 

 

Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
 Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE English Language - a speciality 
 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 
EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  
875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Postcards of Thorverton 
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  

available from 

 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office 

 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-

school and Thorverton Post Office 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Get your business 

known in 

Thorverton 

 

Advertise here for just 

£6 per month  

for a Quarter page in 

black & white or in 

colour  

for £9 per month 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster;  
Parish Clerk      Position is currently vacant.  Please contact the Parish Council via email at  

                                                                                                    thorvertonpc@gmail.com or call 01392 759560.  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall       
(see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   

Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk on 01392 241240. 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community    Chair:  Di Foxford  
Defibrillator Trust              Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MANY  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 

 
Drs P. Twomey, E. Saunders, M. Braddick, C. Griffiths, J. Harris, M. Kirwan 

E. Ziegler, D. Cook, E. Willoughby, N. Dunn* and G. Brighton* 

  
Newcombes 

Crediton EX17 2AR 
The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 5 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/ 
  

  

  Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Twomey, Harris, 
Braddick, Ziegler 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Mike Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs.Twomey, Braddick, 
Cook, Saunders, Harris, 
Willoughby, Dunn* (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Dunn*  
(am)  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Braddick (pm), 
Griffiths, Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  17.00 

Dr Braddick 
(am) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 
Drs Twomey, Harris, 
Saunders  

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
Kirwan, Saunders, Cook 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr  Braddick 
(am) 

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 

You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 
at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

  
  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

December: 6th & 20th       December: 13th & 29th (Wed.) 

January: 6th (Thurs.) & 18th (Tues.)    January: 12th (Wed.) & 24th  

 

Mobile Library 
15.45–16.30 in Quarry Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursdays - Jan. 6th / Feb. 3rd / Mar. 3rd & 31st / April 28th / 

May 26th / June 23rd / July 21st / Aug. 18th / Sept. 15th / Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   

 

Union Flag-Flying Days in December 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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