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Editorial 
  

Hello all,  

 

I hope you’ve had a good start to the New Year. As 

usual I had a number of resolutions that have now 

fallen by the wayside, but I’m pleased to say I took 

up Pilates in the village in early January and I’m still 

going strong!   

 

I was going to say that it looks like things are starting 

to get back to normal, but I think I may have said that 

before, and then we got hit with Omicron so let’s not 

tempt fate! 

 

I’m relieved January is behind us and Spring is just 

around the corner, when the outside world starts to 

come back to life. Talking of which, I was pleasantly 

surprised to get a tap at the window towards the end 

of last year. At first, I was completely perplexed as to 

what was making the noise! I was busy working 

away at home, when I heard it – I looked at Murphy, 

my dog, who looked back as if to say it wasn’t him. 

Anyway, I heard it again and again until eventually, I 

tracked it down to a room upstairs where a bird was 

tapping away on the window, and I now hear it most 

days. I don’t know what sort of bird it is and why it’s 

knocking to come in, but if there are any 

ornithologists out there who can tell me about my 

little feathered friend, I’d love to find out more (see 

pic opposite).  

 

There are number of events coming up in the village 

over the next couple of months, and I’ve listed these 

on page 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We’ve also got the AGM for the ‘Focus on 

Thorverton’ on 2nd March at the WI Hut. Everyone is 

welcome, so if you have any suggestions for the 

magazine or how we can improve it, please come 

along.  

 

I hope you enjoy this month’s edition  

 

Best wishes 

John (Editor) 
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Diary of Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date   Event        Time        Page no: 

 

 

February  

      

1st   WI – Rachel McKee      2.30pm   17 

 

10th  Thorverton Ladies Group     7.30pm      9  

                     

12th  Saturday Market & Big Breakfast at TMH   9.30am       7 

 

18th   The Last Bus Film at TMH    7.30pm  10 

 

19th  TARTS walk          20 

 

19th  Miranda Sykes at Bramford Speke Village Hall  7.30pm      9 

 

21st   Upton Pyne Garden Club  - Tom Sharples   7.30pm              9  

 

25th   History Society – Vikings by Zoom   7.30pm       8 

 

 

March  

 

1st  WI – Rosemary Griggs     2.30pm   17 

 

2nd  Focus on Thorverton AGM at the WI Hut  7.30pm         9 

 

5th  TARTS walk             20 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Latest update 

  

I know that by the time you read this Christmas and 

New Year will be a distant memory, but can I start by 

saying a thank you from the Council to the Fice and 

Carbines families for all their hard work in setting up 

the wonderful Christmas lights on the green.  I 

understand that Sam is already planning for next year! 

  

Talking of distant memories, there will be a whole 

generation of you who have never experienced the 

levels of inflation that are headlines at the moment – 

apparently the highest in 30 years.  So I hope TPC can 

bring you some good news!  We set the precept for 

2022-23 in our last meeting and we have managed to 

reduce this by 2.7% without cutting back on any of the 

routine services such as the village handyman.  The 

saving you will see in your next Council Tax bill may 

be modest, but any reduction in cost has to be 

welcome. 

  

January also saw the arrival of our new PC Clerk, Mr 

Jim Roberts.  Jim is already the Clerk for two other 

parishes so comes to us with good experience; he is 

also bringing innovations to the way we work and you 

can see our meetings agenda on the TPC website now 

includes associated documents.  This makes our 

meetings more efficient and increases the openness 

with which we work.  Jim is also looking after the 

allotments so please contact him if you are interested 

in taking on the spare one which has recently become 

available. 

  

While any Councillor can be approached at anytime, 

Jim Roberts is the main contact at TPC.  He can be 

contacted on 01392 202692, or 07768 457590 and 

by email at  thorvertonpc@gmail.com   

  

As many of you will remember the precept was used in 

the recent past to increase the reserves of TPC to cover 

the cost of establishing the new cemetery.  Projects 

like this can be glacially slow but we have now started 

the legal process of acquiring the land and the ancillary 

work will follow;  this means the reserves will now 

start to be used. 

  

The longest serving Councillor, Graham Sims, is 

working with one of the newest, Andy Price, to repair 

and repaint some of the play equipment on the Rec 

Ground over the next few weeks; if you would like to 

volunteer to help them please use their contact 

numbers on the TPC website or send a message via 

Jim Roberts.  We also intend to consult the Parish on 

some possible new play equipment and more will 

follow on this later when we know how much funding 

might be available. 

  

It is with sadness I have to report that Adam McKee 

has stepped down as a Parish Councillor.  As you 

possibly know Adam works for the Fire Service and 

has recently taken on an important new training role; 

 he has been unable to attend a few recent meetings 

and has therefore made the quite understandable 

decision to concentrate on his essential work duties.  If 

you are interested in joining the PC please apply via 

the Clerk; if you would like an informal chat to find 

out more about the position then you can always call 

me on 759560. 

  

Finally, the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations will 

be in June.  Ken Foxford and Dors Jones were in the 

vanguard of a group of parishioners in organising the 

last two street parties (VE Day and the Queen’s 

90th Birthday) and have already held a meeting at the 

Exeter Inn in Jan to discuss plans for June; if you 

would like to volunteer your services please call Dors 

Jones on 861434.  Regular updates will follow in 

future issues of Focus. 

  

                                                              Andrew Foster 

                        Chairman, Thorverton Parish Council 

  
  
 
 
MDDC Parish Review 

  

Mid Devon DC has recently announced a ‘Community 

Governance Review’ which will take place over the 

next twelve months.  This is a wide ranging 

examination of all Parish Councils and full details can 

be seen on the MDDC website;   ‘Parish Review’ is 

currently on the homepage with a four page summary 

shown if you click on ‘Terms of Reference’. 

  

In brief the Review will be considering the following: 

▪ creating, merging, altering or abolishing 

parishes 

▪ changing the name of parishes 

▪ the electoral arrangements for parishes 

(number of councillors, warding) 

▪ grouping parishes under a common parish 

council or de-grouping parishes 

At the end of the review period the Council will make 

a number of recommendations, which could include: 

▪ boundary changes 

▪ revised electoral arrangements 

▪ the abolition of a parish/es 

▪ grouping or ungroup existing parishes 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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▪ changing the name of a parish council, to 

reflect any boundary changes as 

appropriate  

▪ reducing the number of councillors based on 

the size of the parish 

The changes could be applied in time for the next 

elections in 2023. 

  

The closing date for comments to be made is quite 

soon, on 15th Feb, so this will be on the next TPC 

Agenda.   If you would like to make a comment then 

you can do this directly to MDDC using the link on 

their website; please feel free to send us a copy of your 

comments.  We know that not everyone reading this 

will be able to do so and if this is the case please 

contact us through the TPC Clerk, Jim Roberts, on 

07768 457590 or thorvertonpc@gmail.com or by 

writing to Thorverton Parish Clerk, 8 Silver St, Exeter, 

EX4 4HU. 

 

We will keep you updated on developments on this 

important matter. 

  

                                                         Andrew Foster 

                          Chair,  Thorverton Parish Council 

  
 

Thorverton Parish Council 2021 Satisfaction Survey Results 

Thorverton Parish Council held its third annual satisfaction survey in November. The results for each question are set 

out on the following page. In summary: 

• Only 29 people completed the survey (compared with 73 in 2020). It is possible that the rather limited 

publicising of the survey did not help, with no clerk to post a link on the website or to post Facebook and 

Nextdoor messages.  

 

• A lower percentage in 2021 compared with previous years indicated that they knew the names of three or 

more councillors or could say that they knew what the Council was responsible for.  Half of respondents did 

not feel that they knew what the Council’s priorities were. 

 

• Two-thirds of respondents felt that they knew who to approach if they wanted to ask the Council about 

something – however, this was a lower percentage than respondents in 2019 and 2020. 

 

• Of those who had had contact with the Council over the past year, almost all were at least reasonably happy 

with the way in which the matter was dealt with. 

 

• The perception of the service provided by the Council has fallen again: in 2019 77% felt that the service was 

either very good or good; in 2020 this was 54%; in 2021 it was just 48%. 

 

• The perception of the quality and quantity of information from the Council also fell: in 2019 75% felt that the 

information provision was considered very good or good; in 2020 this was 53%; in 2021 it was just 41%. 

 

These results along with some additional written comments which ten respondents had made were considered at the 

Council’s January meeting. While noting that this was from a smaller number of people giving feedback, councillors 

were concerned at the generally poorer perceptions held by those who did respond; it was felt that Council needed to 

focus on improving communications and that there were probably other improvements that would be worth 

considering over the coming months. A member of the Parish Council will be present at Saturday Markets in the 

Memorial Hall throughout the year for those parishioners wishing to meet in person. The Council will also be actively 

considering issuing an information leaflet to help better inform people.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Letters 
 

From Brian & Peter Goss Husband and Son of Janet 

Goss 

 

Janet Susan Goss 13th March 1953 - 12th January 

2022 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone for their cards, kind messages and offers of 

help. After the sudden passing of my wife and mother 

of Peter. 

We would also like to thank the ambulance service and 

Devon Air Ambulance for their rapid response. Also 

the use of one of the Village's defibrillators from the 

WI Hut. 

 

Kind regards 

Brian & Peter 

 

 

 

A Tribute to Stretton Taborn 

 

Stretton was born in September, 1944. His BA in 

English in 1967 at Nottingham University led to an 

MA in Applied Linguistics from Wellington 

University, New Zealand. This was followed by many 

years of teaching English Language and Literature in 

Poland, the Czech Republic, Sweden, Hungary, 

Germany, France and the UK. 

 

This extensive background was reflected in the wide 

range of his interests in and around Exeter and Devon. 

He was devoted to his black Labrador, Dusha, and 

could be seen every day walking (and later, seated on 

his scooter) around the Millennium Green. He 

continued to travel, but found he was increasingly 

hampered by his physical disabilities, and he died 

suddenly of a heart attack at his home on 26 November 

2021. He leaves his wife Claudia, who joined him 

from China 22 years ago. 

 

Stretton was most hospitable, and I enjoyed his 

company when invited to do so (he didn’t mind me 

inviting myself). He loved 3D films and tuning in to a 

range of TV and radio stations from the countries in 

which he had worked, and with books this made for 

some interesting discussions and did my German and 

French a power of good. He was a man of few words, 

with an excellent sense of humour when he was not in 

discomfort or pain. He was an official Thorverton 

litter-picker, proudly wearing a yellow gilet and 

wielding a long-handled gripper. Last year, after 

extensive research, he purchased an electric car which 

he found perfect for local journeys. 

 

 

 

Stretton was not a church goer. In fact he said he was 

an atheist, and would not even enter the church for 

the Arts Festival. Ironically, his father had been a 

vicar. 

                                                      Andrew Hoellering 
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A letter from the future: 

 
Dear Sir, 

 

While cleaning out the boot of my DeLorean car I 

came across an issue of Focus dated Feb 2042. 

The cover has a photo of Thorverton Bridge with 

a trickle of water filling the muddy pool under the 

bridge. What follows is a letter from that 

magazine. 

 

Dear Sir, 

It's said that the best time to plant a tree is 20 

years ago and next best is now. When we look 

around at the disasters caused by climate change, 

it is a great regret that we didn't do more, when 

we could. There are still underused patches of 

land around the village on which trees could have 

been planted. We can plant more trees now, but 

what a pity we didn't do more in 2022. Looking at 

that year's archives, it seems that people were 

more concerned about the boozing in Downing 

Street than trying do something about helping 

prevent climate change. I do wish that our parents 

had thought more about our future on this fragile 

planet. 

Yours sincerely, 

E.J. 

Sandview, Thorverton. 

 

The future is not far away, and nostalgia ain't what 

it used to be. 

John Spivey 

 

 

 

"Words from your local Ward Councillor 

as Leader of MDDC 
  

As this is my first column of the new year, let me start 

by saying that I hope your resolutions are still intact 

and that you are indeed eating healthier, drinking less, 

or making more frequent use of one of our (excellent) 

gym facilities as you promised to yourself a few weeks 

ago! 

  

One thing that we at the council were bracing 

ourselves for was the rush of the latest Covid wave 

driven by the spread of the omicron variant. As of 

today we seem to have returned to the levels that we 

typically saw back in October and November of last 

year and so I sincerely hope we are now past the peak 

of the latest wave. In common with the county area as 

a whole, we saw cases in all age ranges rise over the 

Christmas period but a particular spike in the 20-39 

bracket, so we are doing all we can to continue to 

encourage vaccinations and booster take ups, 

especially among younger adults. 

  

In the corporate calendar every January heralds the 

finalisation of the council’s budget-setting process in 

time for the full council decision in February. As you 

might expect given the range of services we deliver, 

this process takes many months and each year tries to 

strike the right balance as we continue to find more 

cost-efficient ways of doing things to try and offset the 

reduction in funding we receive from government. 

This is a process that has yet to conclude, but the 

challenges we face will be familiar to every business 

owner, employee or local resident at the moment. 

Prices are going up and just standing still is costing 

more. I know that many of our local businesses are 

struggling to recruit people at the moment and there is 

far less slack in the system than there used to be. 

Others are waiting for the latest set of hospitality 

grants being made available to support the industry 

through this most challenging of times. Details of the 

coronavirus support available for communities and 

businesses is available on the landing page of the 

council’s website.     

  

Finally, many people may be familiar with Jackie 

Weaver, the parish clerk who gain notoriety last year 

for her experience on zoom with a particular parish 

council up in Cheshire. Parish and town councils are 

an important part of the democratic landscape and are 

responsible for a range of local services. In many 

instances they also have an important historical role in 

describing our local places or clusters of settlements. 

Throughout 2022 we will be conducting a formal 

Parish Review and the first stage of this is now open to 

consultation (8 weeks from December 16th). I invite 

everyone to participate in order to ensure your views 

are taken into account. 

  

Cllr Bob Deed, Leader of the council 

Ward Councillor for Cadbury (including Bickleigh, 

Cadbury, Cadeleigh, Silverton North and Thorverton) 

 
--  
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
   
First of all we’d like to say how 

sorry we were that we had to cancel 

the January film in the hall, 

especially as it was such a good one. 

We are hoping to be able to show it 

at a later date and are looking 

forward to things getting back to 

normal. 

 

Please support the hall and come along on Friday 18 

February, to watch THE LAST BUS, (rated 12) 

starring the brilliant Timothy Spall and Phyllis 

Logan, described as a powerful film, it may give 

those of you with bus passes some inspiration! As 

usual the hall and bar will open at 6.45pm with the 

show starting at 7.30. 

 

Also back this month on 12 February is the 

SATURDAY MARKET AND BIG BREAKFAST 

with stalls, books and an opportunity to chat to 

friends and neighbours. It’s also just a couple of days 

before Valentine’s Day so in these more straitened 

times a pre-loved book and something from one of 

the other stalls could make a thoughtful gift. 

 

We’re looking forward to welcoming you at one or 

both of the above events. Here’s to a happy and 

healthy 2022. 

More information on the above on 

thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk - press the three 

lines on the top right of the home page for a drop-

down menu.  
 

TMH Committee: Russ Clarke (Chair); Sarah 

Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Tim Cusack, Ian Ford, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts, Sue Hyde, Jenny Reygate, 

Dave Reygate, Mike Shelton, Jan Wills, Clare 

O’Connor. 
 

 
 

 

The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 

Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 

the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 

their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 

expenses related to their medical personal and 

educational needs.  Applications for a specific 

purpose or need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are particularly 

favoured. 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 

the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 

Road, Thorverton.   

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 01392 860535. 

 

 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST 

LTD supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

FEBRUARY  2022 
 

You supported Hospiscare through your Christmas card 

purchases and we also sold lots of Eco-Friendly card 

packs plus wrapping, posting and packing materials. We 

hope we were of help with some of your needs for 

Christmas. Please to continue to support us throughout 

the year.  

We sell newspapers every day and all sorts of magazines 

and comics. You can pre-order to guarantee that you get 

your favourite and we’re always happy to try to get 

something special, so please ask. We also deliver papers 

free of charge – a ‘pandemic’ service which is continuing 

for now. We have a wide range of stationery and other 

useful goods, can do photocopies and there are so many 

things you can do at our post office counter. (Please see 

the ad elsewhere in this magazine for our opening hours). 

There is very convenient FREE parking as you know and 

a canopy to keep you dry when it rains. 

Our post office staff and our TCT volunteers work very 

hard and selflessly to keep the business up and running to 

support your needs and above all keep a post office here 

which serves not just Thorverton, but the wider area 

around. If you’d like to be one of our helpers then please 

get in touch or mention this when you next visit. 

 

We hope to see you soon and often.  Happy New Year! 

 

Heather Kershaw    Chair and Membership Secretary   

TCT Ltd    01392 860419    

 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

Thorverton  PO    01392 860455 

 

 

http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Notices 

 

 

 
 
 

Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Allotment for Rent 

 

The Parish Council has one allotment plot 

(possibly more) in the village available for rent 

at a cost of £10 per year (plus a £25 refundable 

deposit). If you are interested in growing your 

own vegetables, fruit or flowers on an allotment, 

please contact the Clerk, Jim Richards, on 07768 

457590 or 01392 202692, or by email to 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and 

Banking services (inc. for business) 

cash withdrawal, cash/cheque deposits, 

on line shopping returns, phone top ups, 

gift cards, newspapers, magazines, 

stationary, greetings cards, local post 

cards, posting and packing materials and 

lots more. 

 

Valentines cards in stock now + 

Mothering Sunday cards in stock soon. 

 
LET’S KEEP SUPPORTING LOCAL SERVICES  

☺ 
TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 
Sat 8.00 – 12.00    

Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 
 

Post Office 

     Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00)       

     Sat 9.00 – 12.00  

     Sun & BHs  closed 
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A BRAMPFORD SPEKE VILLAGE 
HALL FUNDRAISER 

 
The exceptionally talented Miranda Sykes is 

performing in Brampford Speke village hall on 

Saturday 19th February – doors  open at 7.30pm for 

an 8pm start.  

 

Miranda is well-known as a member of local legends 

Show of Hands and for her collaboration with many 

musicians. She is now forging a successful career as 

a solo artiste, with her beautiful voice, warm 

personality, excellent skills playing the double bass, 

ukulele and guitar and her exemplary song-writing 

skills as well as adapting the work of others. 

 

This will be a real treat. Tickets are priced at £12 

each and there are hot homemade pasties available 

(steak or veggie) by pre-order only, plus a well-

stocked bar with ales from the wonderful local 

Hanlon’s Brewery. 

Tickets available from Mary – either email 

m.greener@yahoo.com or phone 07702  043816 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
Thorverton Ladies Group meeting for February will 

take place at 7.30 pm on Thursday 10th February at 

the home of Beryl Grace. 

If you have any queries regarding this, or the Ladies 

Group in general, please contact Sue Batty on 01392 

860140 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Focus on Thorverton 

AGM 

March 2nd at 7.30pm  

At the WI Hut 

 

All welcome! 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Welcome Café  

 

Every Monday (except Bank 

Holidays)  

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 

 

Tea, coffee, cake and company.   

Everyone welcome. 

mailto:m.greener@yahoo.com
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Silverton Link Up 
 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery patients. 

If you have problems going to Health Appointments 

including the Vaccination clinic, Link Up maybe able 

to help. 

Please contact Roger Higman 07821718672, if no 

answer leave a message. 

There is no charge for the service, however, any 

donations to our charity appreciated. 

Coronavirus restrictions apply. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

 for SILVERTON LINK UP 
charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham House 

Surgery patients to healthcare appointments. 

In a rural area where public transport can be difficult 

you would find it most rewarding providing a vital 

lifeline to vulnerable patients. 

It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one journey 

a week or as little as one a month, whatever suits. 

You would use your own vehicle with travel 

expenses reimbursed. 

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 

If interested and for further information please 

contact Link Up coordinator:- 

Roger Higman  

07821718672 

roger.higman@icloud.com 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
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Exeter Forum programme – February to April 2022 
 

The weekly programme of Exeter Forum talks from February to April is listed here. Meetings take place 

in the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT on Wednesday mornings from 10:00am, 

with talks starting at 10:45am. 

Full descriptions of talks and speakers appear in the weekly newsletter sent to Forum members. 

If there is any need to change the programme or replace in-person talks with Zoom presentations, this will 

be announced on the Exeter Forum website, www.exeterforum.org . 

Date Speaker Title 

Wednesday 

2 February 

Mike Richards Humour in the Police Force 

Mike’s light-hearted talk will draw on his experience in the Police Force 

and the events over the years that made him chuckle or otherwise had a 

lasting effect on him.  

 

Wednesday 

9 February 

Lucy Mottram The challenge of waste and recycling in Devon 

Lucy will look at what happens to Devon’s waste, and the challenges of 

disposal and recycling.   

Wednesday 

16 February 

Brian Banks The mystery of bog bodies and what we can learn from them 

Brian will look at where bog bodies are found, how they are preserved 

and what they can tell us about life in the past. 

Wednesday 

23 February 

Amyas Crump Odette - a love of the Blackdown Hills 

Local historian and author Amyas will talk about how Odette, a young 

mother of three from Devon became a WW2 SOE Agent in France being 

subsequently awarded George Cross.   

 

Wednesday 

2 March 

David Jenner Orchids of the UK – a photographic celebration 

David Jenner will make a welcome return to the Exeter Forum with 

another of his wildlife talks illustrated by his own photography. David 

has photographed nearly all of the UK wild orchids. His talk will 

particularly focus on the common and rarer species found in Devon. 

Wednesday 

9 March 

Kevin Cox Where have all the birds gone? 

Kevin Cox, Chair of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds will 

look at issues facing our bird life and ways of restoring species and 

diversity. 

Wednesday 

16 March 

Dr Todd Gray Devon & African enslavement at the time of emancipation: an 

impartial analysis of the evidence 

Devon historian and author Todd Gray will look at the evidence for 

Devon’s connections with slavery and the effects on the County of Slave 

ownership. 
  

 

 

 
 

http://www.exeterforum.org/
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Thorverton in Bloom 
 
2021 was the first year when the Parish Council 

actively promoted Thorverton in Bloom to encourage 

residents to show Thorverton at its floral best.  The 

montage here (produced by Ann Parkinson) might 

serve as a reminder of some of the beautiful displays 

that we saw. I was very pleased to see that Alex Fice 

also produced postcards of some of the displays. 

 

Thorverton’s Most Floral Street was won by The 

Bury and they are now holders of the shield. Below is 

a photo of Council chairman, Andrew Foster, 

presenting the shield to Sue Renison, Clive Hamblin 

and Sharn Ormond. 

 

But which street will win in 2022? 

 

There will be two judging periods this year – one in 

late-June and the other in mid-August – with 

combined scores giving an overall score. Along the 

lines of Britain in Bloom, the judges will be asked to 

consider colour, scent and appearance (40% of 

marks), extent of coverage showing local community 

involvement (20%), originality (20%) and 

environmental-friendliness (20%).  

 

However, it really is not all about winning, 

even if you are as competitive as I am. It 

would be lovely simply to have Thorverton 

looking magnificent this summer. So please 

start getting together with your neighbours 

to consider how best to do that. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Church Services and News   
 

SERVICES & INFORMATION FEBRUARY 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 
 
Wednesday 2 February  
07:30 pm Licensing Service Tim Collins  Thorverton Bishop 
J Searle 
 
Sunday 6 February 4th Sunday before Lent  
09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton TC 
10:00 am Morning Worship  Stoke Canon Lay Led  
10:00 am Coffee, Cake & Conversation  Brampford Speke Lay Led 
11:15 am Informal Service & Baptism  Cadbury Lay Led 
& JH 
11:15 am Informal Service     Rewe    Lay Led 
 
Sunday 13 February 3rd Sunday before Lent 
10:00 am Baptism Service     Newton St Cyres   GC 
11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]                  Upton Pyne    TC  
 
Sunday 20 February 2nd Sunday before Lent 
09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   TC 
11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury   JH 
05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   TC  
 

Sunday 27 February Sunday before Lent 
09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TC 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Rewe    MSS 
05:00 pm Thorverton Taize     Thorverton   Lay Led 
 
   
Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
 
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
 
Some Churches are still operating on a booking system for Covid safety. Please make every effort to 
contact the following people if you wish to attend services at the following churches:   
Rewe   Sheila Newton  01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 
Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com 
 
  
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 
homepage. 
 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking  LF Laura Ford     
TL Revd Tony Lane  KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Reader]   TBC To be confirmed. 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   
   
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 
4AS. 

mailto:rewe.nativity@gmail.com
mailto:valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com
http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Hello! 

Well, all the excitement and 

joy of Christmas has once 

again quickly passed into 

our memories. And I 

sincerely hope that 

Christmas was a very special 

time for you, a chance 

perhaps to put to one side 

the all the challenges of the past too many months. 

And yet, even as the excitement of Christmas fades, 

Mary and I are right in the middle of our own 

excitement, anticipation and preparation, as we leave 

Dawlish behind and begin to settle into the Rectory at 

Thorverton, and as I start to really focus on my new 

role as Priest-in-Charge for the Netherexe Mission 

Community. So, please excuse all the boxes and 

packing and general untidiness that are scattered all 

around! 

But, of course, while it may only be a short distance 

from Dawlish to Thorverton, to get to where I now 

find myself has taken a lifetime! A journey that started 

in Wales (and where many of my family still live), 

shifted to Cornwall where Mary and I met and 

married, and then from 1988 has been here in Devon. 

For the vast majority of that time, we lived in a small 

village just outside Newton Abbot, and for the last 

three and half years in Dawlish. It is a lifetime’s 

journey that has taken in banking (though only for a 

few years) and social work in all its guises – 

residential, community, family centres, Sure Start, 

supporting volunteers and leading a team meeting the 

needs of carers.  

And throughout it all, a love of God has woven a 

golden thread, and a desire and determination to offer 

myself in whatever way that might be. Church has 

been an almost constant in my life – from Sunday 

School to confirmation; from sitting in the 

congregation to leading services and being licensed as 

a Reader; from Wales to Cornwall to Devon. I say 

‘almost constant’ because there was a period from my 

teens to my early twenties when ‘life’ became all-

encompassing, and I stepped away from the church. 

But it didn’t take long for God to tap me on the 

shoulder and, through a dear colleague, encourage me 

to continue my journey in Christ. 

Mary and I have two fantastic daughters – Amy and 

Bethan, who flew the nest a few years ago; and so we 

now also have two wonderful sons-in-law – José and 

Simon, and three gorgeous grandchildren – Eliana, 

Gabriel and Arthur. And it is a time of real joy when 

we are all together, as we were able to at Christmas.  

We are very much looking forward – with all 

excitement and anticipation and joy - to getting to 

know you, walking alongside you, getting to know the 

communities around us, and to being part of a time of 

great opportunity.  

We very much hope that before too long we can have a 

gathering or two at the Rectory, to be able to enjoy 

meeting new faces, and the anticipation of new 

friendships. 

All blessings 

Tim 

Revd Tim Collins 

Priest-in-Charge 

Netherexe Mission Community 

 

Parish Letter 
A Promise Fulfilled 

I write this letter full of anticipation, excitement and 

hope.  

The anticipation, excitement and hope of Spring – such 

an exciting time of new life, full of the promise of 

warmer, sunnier days ahead. Even as I write this, early 

in January, already there are flowers on one of the 

camelia bushes in the Rectory garden! I am also aware 

of daffodils and snowdrops beginning to emerge: the 

natural harbingers of the new season, a real hope that 

Winter is now behind us, and we can again look 

forward to a time of light. 

And while COVID19 in all its variants continues to 

cast a wintery shadow over much of daily life, the 

promise of Spring, the continued roll out of the booster 

jabs and the hope of a brighter future is a powerful 

reminder that this present, challenging time will pass, 

just as the seasons roll on and on. 

There is, too, the anticipation, excitement and hope for 

the realisation of a promise given by God to all people. 

At the beginning of February, the words of an old man 

will echo through the churches, words both prophetic 

and timeless, words that are familiar to so many 

people: 

Now, Master, you let your servant go in peace. 

You have fulfilled your promise. 

My own eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the sight of all           

peoples. 

A light to bring the Gentiles from darkness; 

the glory of your people Israel 
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Mary and Joseph have brought the baby Jesus to the 

Temple in Jerusalem to perform the special ceremony 

required by all Jewish families. At that moment, they 

encounter two elderly individuals – Simeon and Anna 

- who have been waiting for a special day; a day that 

God has promised to show them the foretold Messiah. 

With Jesus, it is a promise now fulfilled.  And in that 

fulfilment, Simeon and Anna know that they can really 

encourage the world to look forward in excitement and 

anticipation of a time of spiritual light. 

Our churches reflect on and remember this moment 

through the festival of Candlemas, where traditions 

and processions, candles and prayers provide a 

reminder to us all that Jesus’ coming into the world 

shines light into a world of darkness; a light that God 

promises will never be extinguished. 

And finally, there is the anticipation, excitement and 

hope for my ministry across the area. On the 2nd of 

February, at Candlemas, I am officially licensed to the 

seven parishes of this mission community. During the 

service I make a number of promises – including to 

care for the people of these parishes, to be diligent in 

prayer and biblical study, to offer communion of bread 

and wine. But, for each of the promises that I make 

there is a realisation, an understanding that I cannot do 

these on my own, only with the love and support and 

help of God are they possible. This is a realisation and 

an understanding that those around Jesus also knew 

and accepted – Mary and Joseph, Simeon and Anna in 

the temple on the day of his presentation. But they also 

knew that in that love and support and help of God lies 

the fulfilled promise of a future bursting all around us 

with love and light. 

So, as you read this letter, I invite you all to light a 

candle to remind you of the anticipation, the 

excitement and the hope of this time; and to remember 

that Jesus is the fulfilled promise as the light of our 

world, shining in our homes, and in our lives.  

All blessings, 

Tim 

Revd Tim Collins 

Priest-in-Charge 

Netherexe Mission Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH: MUSIC                            

♫       ♫ 

The church choir and friends provided outdoor carols 

at Advent/tree lighting at the end of November and 

enjoyed taking part in a carol service together with a 

few extra singers who were able to join us again, 

unlike the previous year when we were only allowed 

six singers in the choir! We also had an evening of 

poetry, prose, stories, Christmas music played by the 

church band with excellent readers. We certainly sang 

plenty of carols this year and were even able to ask 

members of the congregation to choose their favourites 

on Christmas morning. 

The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere in this 

Focus edition, but those with choir are listed here : 

Feb 6th    Communion   9.30am 

Mar 6th    Communion   9.30am 

 

The church choir practises on Thursday evenings in 

church. We meet from 7.45pm every Thursday and 

you are always welcome to come to hear us or join in. 

We sing a very wide range of music. 

There are services from time to time at which our 

church band accompanies the service.      If you are 

interested in being a part of that, then do get in touch. 

We are still trying to keep our events and services as 

Covid-safe as we can so hope you will be reassured by 

that and respect the directions when attending.  

 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    

Thorverton Parish Church 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      

 

Recipe 
February refresher 

 

A cocktail of Devon apple juice blended with freshly 

squeezed pomegranate, and orange juice, stirred, and 

served chilled.                                         Paul Cleave 

 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 
Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

From November our churches will be open, or 

closed, as follows:  
 

Brampford Speke  

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
 

Cadbury 

Open daily from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 

Huxham   

Closed except for scheduled services.  
 

Newton St Cyres   

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 

am – 4:00 pm  
 

Netherexe   

Closed except for scheduled services. 
 

Rewe  

Saturdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

Stoke Canon    

Closed except for scheduled services.  
 

Thorverton   

Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Upton Pyne    

Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
 

For scheduled services, please visit 

www.netherexe.org  

or see the notice in the church porch or on the 

noticeboard. 
 

Please note that a face covering should  

be worn when entering our church buildings. 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
 

February Update 

As mornings and evenings lighten slowly but surely, it 

seems incredible to think that we are once again 

starting to plan what teams we will be entering the 

Devon Leagues. Over the winter 2021/22 season we 

have had 2 mixed teams competing in the East Devon 

Tennis League. Our Mixed A  team is currently 

leading Division 1 and our Mixed B is in fourth place 

in Division 3. We will run extra teams in the summer 

leagues as more players are happy to turn out on warm, 

light evenings than on cold, dark ones. 

Apart from league matches we run a mix of other club 

matches, including winter and summer challenges, 

American tournaments and an annual summer 

tournament. We have a variety of club sessions and 

coaching for adults and juniors. 

  

 

After the successful Rusty Rackets sessions last year 

our coach Jon Wills will be running some beginners 

coaching sessions for those interested in developing 

their tennis skills. These will probably start on 

Saturday 19th February and run for six weeks. For all 

details please go to our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk or phone our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259.  

Club membership starts in April, so now is a good time 

to be thinking about joining if you want to get the most 

from your membership fees. All details are on our 

website. 

                                                                  Sally Baldwin 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

WI Updates 

 

Thorverton WI is hopefully looking forward to regular 

monthly meetings once more, details of which are 

shown below:- 

Tuesday, 1st February  – Return visit by Rachel 

McKee, who will talk about her china collection.  

Competition – a piece of china with floral decoration. 

Tuesday, 1st March – Rosemary Griggs who will talk 

about Costume History.  Rosemary was a teacher 

before retiring to Devon to pursue her interest in 

Costume.  Competition - a posy of spring flowers. 

Tuesday, 5th April – Sue Ashmole from Torrington 

Alpaca Breeding Farm.  Competition – a knitted item. 

Tuesday,3rd May – Annual Meeting.  Discussion of 

Resolutions with Federation Advisor Angie Bache. 

Competition – Flower of the month. 

All meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut starting at 

2.30pm.  New members are always welcome, visitors 

can also join meetings. 

We hope to resume our monthly markets in the Hut, 

the next one being on Saturday, 26th February from 

10 o’clock.  Tea, coffee, bacon baps, cakes, 

vegetables, eggs, books, raffle…… 

Judy Bright 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

January blues – hopefully old news? 

 

Officially the 17th of January was the saddest day of 

2022. I have to admit despite having my birthday half 

way through January it does always seem a very long, 

dark, wet 5 weeks.  It is not surprising that many of us 

experience mild depressive symptoms at the beginning 

of the year given that it follows a period of festivity, 

family and fun.  Although these have their stresses too; 

January is the busiest month for divorce layers.  

 

Major depressive symptoms: not sleeping, not looking 

forward to anything, poor concentration, poor memory, 

loss of libido, withdrawal from socialising, and self-

critical thoughts perpetually circling are concerning 

and we would encourage everyone with such 

symptoms to make an appointment to see us.  However 

mild depressive symptoms are different: thoughts of 

dissatisfaction with life, the feeling of wanting to do 

something different, thinking you are in a bit of a rut, 

desperation for a holiday and a break (although you 

have just had one).  Unfortunately, these are normal 

mood variations that we will all experience for short 

durations at some point, and the lack of sunlight in the 

winter months is recognised as a precipitating factor. 

Like most common ailments these symptoms will all 

resolve themselves in time but there are plenty of 

things we can do to speed up recovery from this slump 

in our mental well-being. Exercise and being outside 

are very strong influencers of mood; going for a daily 

walk has multiple benefits for our physical and mental 

health. Walking as early as possible after sunrise has 

recently been shown to have an increased benefit.  

Music and nature are powerful as they both actively 

turn our minds outward, rather than allowing inner 

rumination.   

 

Naturally the change of the year will make us think 

about other changes.  New Year resolutions often do 

not come to fruition but that does not mean we cannot 

continue to search out new interests.  The 2022 issue 

of SCENE magazine (Senior Citizens of the Exe 

Valley News & Events), put together by Trish and 

Cliff Jones, is being distributed from the surgery. It 

contains an enormous amount of information about 

local groups and activities and I would encourage 

everyone to take a look and think about something new 

you might want to get involved with this year. Laura 

McDonagh, our Social Prescriber, is available for 

patients who are experiencing problems that might be 

helped through linking with support groups both 

within and just outside our area.  Laura has some 

fantastic contacts in Cullompton and Tiverton and a 

wealth of knowledge regarding who to talk to in order 

to solve common difficulties with tenancy, social 

services or government bureaucracy. 

 

If your January blues are currently persisting into 

February take a look at SCENE or contact Laura if 

there is a specific practical problem that she may be 

able to help you with. However, if you continue to 

struggle, please do make an appointment to see us at 

the surgery.   

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 

Poetry 
 
One Snowdrop Small 
 

Born of the snow, 

Bathed in the dew, 

Dressed by the frost, 

Her fairness grew. 

 

Kissed by the breeze, 

Blessed by the rain, 

Softly she spoke 

Of spring again. 

 

Cold was the soil, 

Dark was her bed, 

Strong was the faith 

Which upward led. 

 

No warmth she knew, 

Except inside 

Her tiny heart 

From which spread wide 

The warmth and start 

Of every spring, 

Its new sprung hope, 

 

Its wondering. 

 

One snowdrop small 

And sweet as love, 

One fragile link 

With heaven above. 

 

By Doreen Beer, from her book "Poems of the English 

Coutryside" 
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TARTS news 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

Saturday 23rd October  

 

Some of us, led by Mike, left the gate of St Thomas 

Becket church in Thorverton to find ourselves among 

eleven at the lych gate of the similarly dedicated parish 

church in Puddington, a quiet village 8 miles to the 

NW. The village lies on the high ridge extending 

between Black Dog and Pennymoor. This off-the-

beaten-track community is surrounded by unspoiled 

hilly country and is an ideal starting point from which 

to enjoy a remoter part of the county. 

 
We left the village main street to cross pastures to the 

east until we joined a footpath running south by 

Binneford Water. Sheltered by mature oak and hazel 

woodland at first, it led us to the higher ground of 

Sunnybrook Farm and down to the picturesque ford at 

Puddington Bottom. 

Ready for lunch by this time, we opportunistically 

commandeered a farming trailer for dry seating. 

Following signposted but otherwise invisible paths, 

ably assisted by James’ mobile phone navigation, we 

returned to a metalled road and from thence via 

Hudgery Farm back to the village. The route was 

quiet; we had the entire walk to ourselves. 

 

Saturday 6th November  

 

Nick and Judy led a walk of around 4 miles staring 

from The Nobody Inn at Doddiscombeleigh. The route 

followed green lanes, fields and a stretch of woodland, 

taking in the landscape of the western slope of Haldon 

Ridge. We were fortunate to see some deer, as well as 

the Medieval cross at Windy Cross, which may be a 

successor to an earlier cross mentioned in a 12th 

Century Charter.  

After the walk some of us enjoyed lunch at The 

Nobody Inn which was extremely busy with wedding 

guests – we all looked a little underdressed but were 

still made welcome! 

 

Saturday 20th November  

 

Neville led a group of 10 plus Katie dog on a walk of 

around 5 miles starting from a small parking area at 

Marsh Bridge near Dulverton. The drive out from 

Thorverton was a treat in itself with the glorious 

autumn colours on the trees.  

 
The route took us through some wonderful woodland 

northwest of Dulverton, and along paths beside the 

river Barle. 

 We stopped for lunch in the shelter of a line of old 

trees at the bottom edge of a field. There were some 

rather curious horses who were intrigued by our 

packed lunches and were galloping around quite close 

while we ate, fairly quickly! We were also treated to 

three bronze/iron age hill forts before our return to 

Marsh Bridge.  

 

Saturday 18th December 

 

The day began with our now traditional Killerton 

Christmas Amble in the morning.   Last year we had 

neither a walk or a meal to get together at Christmas 

due to Covid. This year had threatened to do the same 

but 8 of us gathered at Killerton for a short 2.5 mile 

stretch of the legs to make us feel we’d earned a good 

meal in the evening! Mince pies and mulled wine 
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however put us all back to square one! Oh well, it was 

Christmas. 

In the evening 13 of us had a delicious Christmas meal 

at The Thorverton Arms, highly recommended. The 

food and the service was excellent. It was lovely to be 

back to some semblance of normality.  

 

Future walks: 

 

Saturday 19th February – led by Caroline 

 

Saturday 5th March – led by Mike* 

*This has been moved from the 5th February as it 

clashes with the Dartmoor Group walk. 

 

 All walks will have details emailed to those on the list 

about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles 

in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however 

precise details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed approximately a 

week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window 

and on the village notice board. If you would like to be 

included on the email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 

 
Thorverton Through Time …. 
 

January this year saw the long awaited release of the 

census taken in 1921. Like many others I have been 

waiting eagerly to check up on family history. It is 

something of a coincidence that I have recently been 

reading the notes made in the early 1930’s by Henry 

Milford who was born in 1861 and lived in Bullen 

Street. One of the aspects of his life in the village 

recalled by Henry was helping with the census on five 

occasions. These notes were made in preparation for 

talks given in the village. He begins by saying ……… 

 

 

“Friends I’ve wished to pass on to you the 

little I know of Thorverton from personal 

observation & what I learnt from my 

grandparents who were born in this town in 

1809 and with whom I lived from the age of 

six months to 14 years of age.” 

……………… 

“On five occasions I helped to take the 

Census, the first in 81.  

 

A column of Ages gave me some trouble 

from the ladies. I went to a farmhouse. 12 

names were on the paper. I saw the mistress 

of the house, a sister in law she’d made up 

her mind, as the paper was full, to be left out. 

By persuasion she told me all but her age. I 

guessed and the farmer’s son outside in the 

yard told me the ages of the pigs & sheep & 

their Aunts.  

 

There were no old Age Pensions then. In the 

column for Mania & Feeble Minded one had 

a mania for Hoiser axing, another a mania for 

Followers. I put this right with red ink. It was 

a brothers jokes.  

 

Two Maiden Ladies had a dog that slept in 

the house. His name was Fido. Sex, Age etc 

were all right. His mania was the mange.  

 

One man with six children started like a letter 

his name, Sex F born a carpenter at Newton 

Cyres. His Mary Jane, M, was born the wife 

of a Carpenter at Yeoford. She told me F 

under sex was Father. M was Mother. There 

was a space for rooms & instructions for 

overcrowding. She said 3 boys slept in the 

little room & 3 girls slept in the bed in their 

room as father was particular to keep his eye 

on the Girls.  

 

Another place, a father mother & 2 elder 

girls slept in one room & 7 boys and girls in 

a room 12 feet square. Things have altered. 

God save the King” 

 

As the notes were in effect jottings for a talk, the style 

is somewhat informal but I haven’t edited it except to 

add some punctuation and place it into paragraphs. The 

1921 census was probably the last one of the five in 

which Henry helped if he started in 1881 and it will be 

interesting to see what it tells us about life in 

Thorverton 100 years ago.  

 

                                                                    Jean Brown 

 

 

 

The Joy of Exploration 
 
Some time ago I managed to exchange my teaching 

job in Exeter for 12 months teaching in Far North 

Queensland. This enabled us to explore a large part of 

North and East Australia. The school day finished at 3 

pm giving us 3 or 4 hours of daylight to visit other 

places on the Atherton Tablelands. We found the deep 

creek where, with a little patience, we could watch the 

platypus paddling around and diving into the depths. 

The birds of Australia were a continuing fascination; 

talkative, intelligent yellow Crested Cockatoos, an 
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assortment of owls, the Rainbow Lorikeets and the 

daily visit to our garden of the bird with probably the 

best name in the world, the Spangled Drongo. 

 

Volcanic activity had left kilometres of lava tubes large 

enough to walk through, but we had to look, out for 

snakes and giant spiders. Weekends were fully used to 

explore further afield, to the old gold mining town of 

Chillago, down to the coast at Cairns, Innisfail, or 

further north to the Daintree forest, Cape Tribulation 

and Cooktown, where Captain Cook beached and 

mended his boat after an argument with the coral of the 

Great Barrier Reef. 

 

As I mentioned before in “The Joy of Islands” our 

favourite campsite was on Fitzroy Island a 2 hour trip 

on a fast catamaran from Cairns. We pitched the tent 

just above the high tide mark on a white sand beach 

with a coral 'garden' partly exposed when the tide  

receded. There was a resident 2 metre long monitor 

lizard who regularly checked for food scraps, noisily 

crunching chicken bones in his dragon-like jaws. The 

rest of the island was a wooded steep hill surrounded 

by other delightful white sandy beaches, ideal for 

exploration. 

 

We used our holidays to explore beyond Queensland, 

westward across the outback in a campervan to 

Darwin, and later to Brisbane, Sydney and Canberra to 

the south. Our journey home included a side trip at 

Christmas to Singapore and Malacca in Malaysia, 

where our hotel was across the street from the Mosque 

which noisily regaled us with a call to prayer at 5 am. 

Coincidently a few months later we met friends of 

friends who had stayed in the same hotel (and the same 

room). 

 

During what turned out to be an 80 day tour around the 

world including a reunion with 25 members of the 

Aberystwyth University Mountaineering Club at the 

base of Mt Cook in New Zealand, we were determined 

to see the active volcano of Kilauea on the big island 

of Hawaii. Our RTW ticket included a stop on Oahu, 

so we caught a connecting flight south to Hilo on 

Hawaii. We had booked a small hire car which turned 

out to be unavailable, so they provided us with a brand 

new open-top convertible which gave as a 5 day tour 

of the island in some degree of style. We drove to the 

south west coast where the lava from the erupting 

volcano was tumbling its molten lava across the 

tarmac road and continuing across fields to drop into 

the ocean, giving off enormous clouds of (poisonous) 

steam. We walked across recently cooled and solidified 

lava fields to the cracks were we could see the glowing 

stream of flowing lava underneath us. We could feel 

the heat through our boot soles. The following 

morning we drove to the viewing point over the crater, 

at leat 1 km in diameter. The pool of molten glowing 

lava was a small pool over the far side. The lava we 

had watched the previous day had erupted from a 

separate exit point on the south side of the mountain. 

 

Near Myvatn on the north coast of Iceland, there is a 

huge crack in the landscape, where the European 

tectonic plate is moving east and the N American plate 

is moving west (at about the same speed as your 

fingernails grow). You can climb down into the warm 

water (36C) for a delightful swim touching Europe and 

America at the same time. A cycle ride around Lake 

Myvatn and a climb up Mount Sulur enhanced our 

visit to the volcanic island. In Iceland 99% if the 

electricity and home heating is generated from green 

resources (geothermal and hydro). There are also a few 

small wind turbines on off-grid isolated farms. 

Geothermal energy is also used to heat greenhouses 

where they grow bananas and pineapples!  

 

Exploration involves finding new, often strange, 

things, creatures and sites. Australia certainly delivered 

those. However you can explore locally, here in 

Devon, or even more locally in and around Thorverton. 

Looking closely at the leaves on a lime tree, you may 

find a family ? (at least they were laid by the same 

moth) of caterpillars. Or listen for the cry of the young 

buzzards learning how to hunt for voles or pigeons. 

Watch the mole hills for signs of movement -  you may 

see a furry snout. Sit and watch the water flowing past 

– otters or kingfishers may appear if you are lucky. . 

 

Overseas exploration is somewhat limited at the 

moment due to Covid and the new rules for crossing to 

continental Europe...but there remains a great deal of 

picturesque UK left to explore. Happy exploring. 

 

 

 
 

 John Spivey 
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Thorverton AFC    

  
Thorverton 2nds 6 Otterton 2nds 2 

 

Sat 18 December 

 

On the last Saturday before 

Christmas, the 2nds looked like they had held their 

Christmas party the night before. 

 

Although there were mitigating circumstances, with 

the heaviness of the pitch, we did play like a team who 

had only stopped drinking at about 3am. 

 

We looked heavy legged in our midfield running with 

our midfield trio of Bailey Carbines, Christopher 

Stoneman* and Jon Pearce all being a little guilty with 

not doing enough off the ball work in getting to their 

opponents quickly enough to intercept/tackle. 

 

Wing backs Andy Pitt and Jack Tweedie equally 

looked like they were dragging Christmas trees behind 

them albeit Andy Pitt did put in several cracking 

crosses. 

 

The defence of Points, Tobes and Harry stayed solid 

for most of the game, although they were guilty of 

often dropping too deep when they were better off 

pushing high and forcing the midfield to get near the 

strikers of Will Hawkins and the ever-running 38 yr 

old Darren Osmond. 

 

We went one nil down, conceding a free header from a 

corner. Will put in a peach of a cross allowing his 

partner Osmond to equalise. 

 

Will grabbed a goal ensuring we went in to half-time 

2-1 up and we felt several opposition players who had 

clearly ate their Christmas puddings early, along with 

their veteran players, would tire. 

 

We were helped by their midfielder bear hugging Jon 

Pearce and throwing him to the ground in exasperation 

of a perceived foul. It was petulant, albeit not overly 

violent but the ref saw fit to issue a red card. 

 

With the opposition down to ten men, we ran in 

several goals, with Man of the Match Darren Osmond 

ending up with five goals. 

 

Thorverton 1sts resumed the season with their 1st 

game of 2022 against Sidmouth Town 2nds. 

 

Lee Radford opened the scoring early doors after an 

assist by Kieran Smith. A good start versus the team at 

the bottom of the league. 

 

Lee Radford scored a penalty after he was brought 

down. 

 

Lee Radford scored his hat-trick within 20 mins with a 

2nd assist from Smithy. 

 

Lee Radford scored a second penalty. 

 

Lee Radford scored a 5th. 

 

Half time: Thorverton 5 Sidmouth 0. 

 

Lee Radford was subbed. 

 

We took our foot off the gas, having won the game but 

Sidmouth earned respect with their endeavours, 

scoring to win the second half one-nil. 

 

Lee Radford man of the match. The rest of the team 

played well, but are not getting mentioned!. 

 

Paul Webb, Thorverton Sec. 

 

 

 

Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 

(Part 6c) Hamlet 
 

The King and Polonius are in hiding to witness the 

encounter they have staged between Hamlet and 

Polonius's daughter, Ophelia. She tries to return some 

gifts he gave her, but Hamlet wants nothing to do with 

any woman, least of all her, because he feels she has 

betrayed him. His mother has given herself to a 

murderer, and he lashes out brilliantly at Ophelia, so 

full of pain himself that he may not be aware of the 

pain he is causing.  She concludes that Hamlet, who 

once loved her, has gone insane. 

 

The listening King is not so easily deceived. He knows 

Hamlet has something definite on his mind and is 

afraid it may threaten his own safety.  Hamlet must be 

sent out of the country, to England "where the men are 

as mad as he." (This is Shakespeare sharing a laugh 

with his audience.) 

 

Hamlet has fun with Polonius, who is sure Hamlet is 

suffering from unrequited love, and the King agrees 

that after the play the queen should try to discover 

what is wrong with him. 
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Hamlet is very occupied with his play production and 

full of advice to the players on the art of acting. Only 

to Horatio does he confide his main purpose, asking 

his friend to watch the king's face during the poisoning 

scene. "The Murder of Gonzago" begins, and the King 

grows increasingly disturbed by the staged poisoning, 

which is a re-enactment of his own crime.  Panicking, 

he rises and calls for lights. Hamlet's play has achieved 

its purpose, and the Prince is wild with excitement. 

 

Claudius knows that he and his crown are in danger as 

long as Hamlet lives, and he plans his destruction, but 

the King is no monster. He is aware of the magnitude 

of his crimes, and is on his knees in prayer when 

Hamlet passes on his way to his mother's rooms. He 

thinks how easy it would be to plunge a sword into his 

uncle's back, and then dismisses the idea. He must 

choose some moment when the King is sunk in evil, 

not in prayer, so that his soul may be truly damned. 

 

Polonius goes to the queen's room with the intention of 

reporting back to Claudius everything that Hamlet says 

and he hides behind a wall hanging when he hears 

Hamlet coming.  Hamlet enters the room so tense with 

fury that the queen thinks for a moment that her son 

intends to murder her.  She calls out for help and 

Polonius echoes her. Hamlet, thinking it is the King, 

drives his sword through the tapestry, only to discover 

he has killed Polonius . 

 

      Thou wretched, rash, intruding fool, farewell! 

       I took thee for thy better. 

 

Hamlet wants his mother to acknowledge her sin. The 

bewildered woman picks up only the violence behind 

his words, and when her son begins to talk to the 

empty air, she is convinced more than ever that he 

must be mad. But Hamlet has again seen his father's 

ghost, come to remind him of his revenge, and he will 

not let the unhappy queen go until she is near a state of 

collapse.  "O Hamlet, thou hast cleft my heart in 

twain." 

 

Hamlet's behaviour is so wild that the King has no 

difficulty in justifying his plan to send him to England 

with letters demanding his death on arrival.  On his 

way to England Hamlet meets the army of the prince 

of Norway and is impressed that so many men are 

prepared to die in a quarrel not their own.  He thinks 

his trouble is minor in comparison, and that it comes 

from "thinking too precisely on the event." 

 

Her father's death on top of Hamlet's behaviour is too 

much for gentle Ophelia, and she wanders through the 

court singing songs she should never have known. She 

has gone insane, and the King and queen can only 

watch her in helpless pity. Her brother, Laertes, is sure 

that the King has murdered their father. Claudius 

convinces him that Hamlet was responsible, and then 

persuades him to challenge Hamlet to a duel and kill 

him with a poisoned rapier. 

 

Hamlet slips out of the trap laid for him in England 

and informs the King he is coming home.  He does not 

know that Ophelia is no longer living. She is to be 

buried in the churchyard, and two chatty gravediggers 

prepare her grave. Hamlet joins them and finds the 

skull of a jester he loved as a boy. This is the Prince at 

his most sympathetic and reflective. His quick 

imagination is ranging over the dissolution of the 

human body when the funeral procession arrives. 

 

Laertes is half-crazed with grief and enraged that the 

priest will not permit the singing of a requiem for his 

sister.  He leaps into the grave shouting they should 

pile the earth over them both, and Hamlet jumps in 

alongside:       

 

      I loved Ophelia: forty thousand brothers 

      Could not, with all their quantity of love 

      Make up my love. 

 

Here is drama of a high order.  Back at the castle, 

Hamlet regrets his behaviour: "I forgot myself." He 

resolves to make a special effort to be a friend to 

Laertes, and when a courtier brings a challenge from 

him he teases the courtier, but accepts.  He believes it 

is only a friendly bout but admits to Horatio, "Thou 

wouldst not think how ill's all here about my heart." 

  

Horatio offers to make his excuses for him but Hamlet 

is able to look at the future with steady eyes. "If it is 

not to come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it will 

come; the readiness is all." 

 

The court gathers to watch the fencing match between 

the two young men, and only the King and Laertes 

know that both the rapier and the wine are poisoned.  

 

The end comes quickly. Hamlet scores the first and 

second hits, and the King tries to persuade him to stop 

and drink a little wine. Hamlet, intent on the match, 

puts the cup aside, and the queen picks it up and drinks 

it. The King, knowing it is poisoned, tries too late to 

stop her, and she falls dying, just as her son and his 

opponent are both hurt by the poisoned rapier.  It has 

changed hands in a close scuffle, and Laertes knows he 

deserves his coming death.  "I am justly killed with 

mine own treachery." He gasps out the whole plot to 

Hamlet, ending with, "The King, the king's to blame." 

 

The dying Hamlet seizes the poisoned sword with his 

own blood still on it, stabs Claudius  and then forces 

the poisoned wine down the king's throat.  The 

courtiers stand aghast as he tries to tell them what has 

http://rapier.it/
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happened; even with death closing in he remembers he 

is prince of Denmark and responsible for the welfare 

of his country. But he no longer has the strength, and 

he leaves the rest to 

Horatio, with the final wish that the prince of Norway 

should rule Denmark. 

 

Horatio gives a last heartbroken farewell to the lonely, 

tormented, incomparable human being he loved so 

much: 

           Good-night, sweet prince, 

           And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest. 

It is hard to do justice to the play because it has 

everything; richness and variety of style, diversity of 

characters and alternation of moods - now rapid, now 

sustained, now broken, now melodious, now 

mannered, now humdrum and workaday. Hamlet 

follows on from Brutus and Julius Caesar, and after 

eight years as an actor and playwright, Shakespeare 

was at the height of his art, appealing to groundlings 

and intellectuals alike. 

 

Whence comes such another? 
 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

Ramblings on Rambling 
  

But isn’t it all just so boring? 
  

Walking, that is.  Rambling round the countryside. 

 Boring and a waste of time.  Surely we all have better 

things to do?  Perhaps, but if you voluntarily find time 

to walk every day now, you may not be constrained to 

find time later when brought to heel by illness or 

general ill-health which you might have been spared if 

you had taken the time to build up and maintain a 

modest level of fitness.. 
  

But does it really have to be so boring?  What goes on 

in the mind while the feet are performing?  Is it just an 

aimless stream of thoughts, an impatient ‘How soon 

can I get all this over with?’ monologue, a restless 

wish to get through the distance so that you can at last 

return to the things you really want to be busy with? 

 Or is there what St Paul calls ‘a more excellent way’? 

 Of course, many people would solve the problem of 

the void with an electronic device but I personally rule 

that out on the grounds of safety while walking on a 

public road.  I would not wish to be so absorbed by 

music or news items on The Today Programme that I 

don’t hear the approach of a tractor or lorry.  So if I 

reject the idea of wires trailing from the ears, what do I 

suggest in its place? Here are a few thoughts on 

the theme. 
  

Of course, if there are two of you, there is no problem. 

 Lively conversation makes the miles go in a flash, and 

the stimulus can be such that you find yourselves at the 

end of the allotted time and distance with no effort at 

all, rather amazed that the time has gone so quickly. 

 But for the lone walker? 

 

The first wrinkle is to take in the surroundings.  I have 

a tendency to be so deep in thought that I keep my 

head down and am entirely lost to the scenery all 

around, and that is a great pity in our part of the world. 

 I am from the West Midlands and can assure you that 

the term The Black Country is - or was when I was 

growing up - entirely accurate, conjuring up as it 

does the picture of factories and smoke rather than 

Devon’s fields and sheep. 
  

When I remember to raise my head, I drink in the 

beauty of the surroundings with renewed awe.  What a 

privilege to be able to walk in this part of the world, 

far from the noise and pollution of the city, to be able 

to appreciate fields and hedgerows, sheep, cows, 

country lanes and even the odd horse and rider.  So 

much balm for the soul and indeed so many things to 

be appreciated by the different senses - the sound of 

birdsong, the sight of the countryside lit up by a low-

lying sun, the smells that assail the nostrils as you pass 

by a farm.  So much to take in.  
  

But there is so much more than the outside world as 

we peregrinate through the countryside. The inner life 

can be as busy as the outer.  Plans can be 

formulated, reminiscences mulled over, issues debated, 

whole symphonies listened to, thoughts and 

prayers going out for family and friends far and wide - 

all as we stride out purposefully.  Rather than 

orchestral music, my own choice is for singing, often 

out loud.  Now, my rendition of Nessun dorma is 

perhaps not to be compared with that of Pavarotti, but 

the sheep over Fairoak are not to know that.  When I 

was a teenager, several of us would go every year to 

Birmingham Town Hall for a performance of Handel’s 

Messiah.  We would swoon when the tenor soloist 

reached a top A, but that is small beer for King of the 

High Cs Pavarotti.  My own baritone version of the 

piece, the one I sometimes offer up to a select ovine 

audience during my morning walks, is half an 

octave lower but equally heartfelt and would, if 

performed to a less discerning grandissimo 

pubblico, certainly fulfil the aria’s opening aspiration 

of ‘Let no-one sleep.’ 
  

So…there you have it.  Conversation, observation, 

appreciation, meditation, planning, prayer, music and 

singing - the list is endless.  There is absolutely no 

reason why the excuse of boredom can be adduced to 

avoid a ramble though the countryside.  The final 

proof? - all the ideas developed in this article were first 

conceived during walks in or around the village. 
  

Maurice Harrison 
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Trees of Thorverton 
8. Beech tree above Bidwell Cross  

This month’s featured tree is situated a short way up 

the rather steep hill from Bidwell Cross which goes 

north towards Stone, Traymill and Bickleigh Castle. I 

decided to cycle there on a lovely sunny day in 

January, although I must admit that it was mostly a 

case of pushing my bike such is the steepness of the 

road. While I have selected this particular beech tree 

for this month’s article, I could have chosen any one 

of a number of other lovely trees in that area, and if 

you do make it to the top of the ridge, the views out 

across the Exe valley are wonderful. Well worth the 

trip at any time of year, but a favourite for me in 

winter and early-spring. 

 

My first photo of this beech tree was taken 

looking north. I love the unbalanced nature of 

the tree’s growth, with considerably more 

branches leaning towards the east, presumably the result 

of the prevailing wind in this part of the country. That 

imbalance is probably shown better still in my second 

photo, taken looking southwards on a cold winter’s day 

a few years ago. Coming from Greater London I was 

used to seeing trees far more balanced, but my wife, 

Jane, comes from South Wales and there was a tree near 

her parents’ home which used to amuse me in that it 

seemed to have branches growing only in one direction, 

away from the wind. 

 

Beech trees have relatively shallow roots and so are susceptible to storm winds. Many beech trees were lost in the 

Great Storm of 1987 and have been replaced by faster growing species such as sycamore and ash. There are, 

however, still some very large beech forests, in particular in the Chilterns.  

 

Interestingly, I read that the word “book” is derived from the Anglo Saxon “boec”, as writing was originally carved 

on beech wood. Even today there must be something attractive about the bark of beech trees, for many of them 

have graffiti on them. 

 

The Woodland Trust’s site tells me that beech is moneicious, ie both male and female flowers grow on the same 

tree. In April and May the tassel-like male catkins hang from long stalks at the end of twigs, while female flowers 

grow in pairs, surrounded by a cup. Beech is wind-pollinated. The cup becomes woody once pollinated and 

encloses one or two beech nuts known as beechmast. 

 

My final photo is of the tree, looking up into it from the road.                                                              Neville Lane 



Focus on Thorverton  26   Vol 53 No. 1 February 2022 
 

 

Adverts 

 
 

 



Focus on Thorverton  27   Vol 53 No. 1 February 2022 
 

 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  28   Vol 53 No. 1 February 2022 
 

 

  

 
 

Advertise your 
business here 

 
 in Colour 
for only 

 
£9 per month 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  29   Vol 53 No. 1 February 2022 
 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  30   Vol 53 No. 1 February 2022 
 

 

 
The Sky at Night  
 
February 2022 

 

February sky. It’s not a good month for viewing 

planets. Bright morning Venus, rising in the East over 

two hours before sunrise will approach Mars at the end 

of February. Briefly visible in the Western evening 

sky, Jupiter will rapidly be lost in the twilight during 

February as it approaches the Sun. Feb. 1: The new 

moon arrives at 05.46 GMT. Feb. 15: A Russian craft 

will resupply the International Space Station from 

Kazakhstan. Feb. 16: The full moon of February, 

known as the Snow Moon, arrives at 16.56 GMT. Feb. 

20: An Arianespace mission will send 34 satellites into 

OneWeb's growing broadband internet constellation. 

Feb. 28: Axiom’s Ax-1, the first private astronaut 

mission will fly four crew members to the space 

station in a SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft. 

 

Saturn, the Ringed Planet. In 1655, Christiaan 

Huygens, with his powerful telescope, was the first to 

suggest that Saturn had a thin, flat ring. Forty years 

previously, Galileo Galilei, had thought that they 

appeared like handles. From our vantage point, and a 

weak telescope, you could argue that it resembled a 

Mexican hat. With binoculars you get a hint of 

something definitely not spherical. But why were rings 

there and not around other planets? As it happens, 

there are barely visible rings associated with all the gas 

giants Neptune, Uranus and even Jupiter. Identified by 

planetary space missions, they may be older, slowly 

fading away after some previous, cataclysmic event 

nearby. Saturn is 900million miles from the Sun, 

whose rays take 82 minutes to light it. The same rays 

reach us in only 8 minutes! Its sheer distance means 

that ‘one year’s’ circuit of the Sun actually takes 

almost 30 Earth years, that’s merely twice in our 

average lifetime. It is the sixth planet from the Sun 

and, like its neighbour Jupiter, is a formidable gas 

giant. Its name hearkens to the stories of ancient Gods 

of Agriculture and it is arguably the most striking of 

all ‘lights’ in our night sky, see FIG 1 for an 

astounding back-lit image. 

 

 

 

Like Jupiter, it’s absolutely massive. It has a diameter 

that swallows 9 Earths in a row, its volume is almost 

1000 times that of our planet. However, its 

composition more closely resembles that of Jupiter. 

Mainly comprising liquid hydrogen, it is likely to have 

a rocky core and light gassy atmosphere at its outer 

limits. At that distance from its centre, its gravity is not 

dissimilar to Earth’s. Researchers have proposed that 

its core is colossal, making up 60 percent of the 

planet’s radius and 55 times the mass of Earth. And 

unlike the ordered solid clump of metallic, rocky or icy 

matter found within other such worlds, Saturn’s core is 

a miasma of assorted rocks and ices mingling with a 

fluid, metallic form of hydrogen. Constant ‘quakes’ 

within this chaos create perturbations in local gravity 

which are picked up and amplified by movements and 

patterns within the huge C-ring. A planetary tuning 

fork! 

 

Its characteristics bear further comparison with its 

larger neighbour: it likewise has two polar ‘caps’, the 

northern one sporting a unique six-sided jet stream 

known as "the hexagon." Scientists can see the motion 

of a wide variety of cloud structures that reside there. 

A massive hurricane is tightly centered on the north 

pole, with an eye about 50 times larger than the 

average on Earth. An alien atmosphere of liquid and 

gaseous hydrogen/helium mixture exists with small 

amounts of methane thrown in for good measure. Its 

cloud tops comprise ultra-frozen crystals of ammonia. 

The ‘Great white spot’, a huge storm-system is 

reminiscent, if fleetingly, of the famous Jovian ‘Great 

Red Spot’ nearby. The other pole is different, much 

warmer and rather more circular in shape. 

 

Little else is remotely the same, other than its 

equatorially-flattened spherical shape. Its day is 10 

hours long, it has 82 moons at least and 12 icy rings or 

more. As the sixth largest planet, it probably caused 

the planets Neptune and Uranus to move further out 

away from the Sun (but what caused the latter to up-

end its axis of rotation by an unimaginable 90 degrees 

is still an insoluble mystery). 

 

The first spacecraft to reach Saturn was Pioneer 11 in 

1979, flying within 13,700 miles. Images from the 

spacecraft allowed astronomers to discover two more 

of the planet's outer rings, as well as the presence of an 

unexpectedly strong magnetic field. The two Voyager 

spacecraft around 1981 helped astronomers discover 

that the planet had more rings comprising the serried 

ranks of thinner ringlets, three more moons and even 

multiple moonlets. The 2004 Cassini mission, was the 

https://www.space.com/40282-soyuz-rocket.html
https://www.space.com/40282-soyuz-rocket.html
https://www.space.com/16830-full-moon-calendar.html
https://www.space.com/36332-arianespace.html
https://www.space.com/nasa-axiom-private-space-station-flight-agreement
https://www.space.com/nasa-axiom-private-space-station-flight-agreement
https://www.space.com/18852-spacex-dragon.html
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huge Saturn orbiter, with the largest interplanetary 

spacecraft ever built. It helped identify plumes on the 

icy moon Enceladus, and carried the Huygens probe, 

which plunged through Titan's atmosphere to 

successfully land on its surface. The NASA video can 

readily be found via Google (other search engines are 

available). It was after a decade of observation of the 

planet and its moons, as well as the iconic photo of the 

"Pale Blue Dot" image (capturing Earth from behind 

Saturn) when, low on fuel in 2017, Cassini was 

deliberately crashed into Saturn, avoiding the 

possibility of contaminating a habitable moon. 

 

The rings continue to astound scientists. Their scale 

and parameters do not precisely match predictions, yet 

there they are. The main rings are much younger than 

the age of Saturn or the solar system, perhaps only a 

few hundred million years old; whence came they? 

They may have formed from the breakup of one of 

Saturn's moons or from a comet or meteor that was 

torn apart by Saturn's gravity. Their tight regularity is 

the product of their own micro-gravity smeared by 

aeons of time. Those close in, are icy fields, only 9 

meters thick, their particles ranging in size from 

microscopic to 100 meters. Each layer is no more than 

100 meters deep except where waves are formed and 

even strange towers one mile high. See the shadows of 

these structures drawn across a ring in FIG2.  

 

 
Such turbulence is caused by moons sitting in circular 

gaps exerting the small but effective pull of an object 

only a few miles wide.  The Phoebe ring, made of dust, 

is a remote 80 Saturn-diameters away, appropriately 

askew from all the other rings. Its dusty material 

emanates form the Moon Phoebe and a grey coating on 

the leading face of another white, inner moon Iapetus, 

gave the game away about its darkling existence. Infra 

red telescopes, such as WISE, have since been just 

able to visualise it from Earth. 

 

There are around 12 rings, although it’s a folly to try 

counting, see FIG 3.  

 

 
 

Each one’s cold contents are neatly corralled by 

Saturn’s huge gravity, the gaps signalling the careful 

shepherding of several small moons. They are labelled 

in order of discovery, so starting from the inside you 

have D, then C, B, A, F, G and E. The moons play 

havoc with the finest structural details. One moonlet, 

Pan, actually orbits within the A ring in a huge 200-

mile gap. 

 

To the extent that it is possible to visualise space in 

3D, this NASA offering allows you to move around 

Saturn, it’s moons and even the tracks of spacecraft. 

Visit: 

 

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/saturn/overview/ 

 

 

Next month: Saturn’s moons 

 

Peter Hargood 

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/saturn/overview/
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Nature Notes 
 

December has been generally mild especially at the 

end of the month and also the beginning of January. 

Greater Stitchwort was locally seen in flower on 14th 

December which is a very early record for this plant. 

Also very early is the drumming of a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker heard at Ilfracombe on 19th December. I 

frequently put my moth trap out during these mild 

nights in the hope of catching migrant moths carried 

on the warmth from the Azores. This did not happened 

but instead I had two native species, Common Quaker 

moths (30th December) who normally emerge in March 

and a diving beetle on 31st December. Diving beetles 

are an occasional moth trap catch but not at this time 

of year, usually in spring and autumn. The Met Office 

confirmed New Year’s Eve the warmest on record and 

New Year’s Day reached 16.3C in London beating the 

last highest record which was Bude in Cornwall at 

15.6C in 1916. A year ago our third lockdown due to 

the Covid 19 pandemic started on 5th January. We had 

to take walks and exercise locally, travel to walk was 

not permitted. 

 

A to Z  Thorverton 

The north of the parish of Thorverton encompasses 

Northdown wood and a little beyond and also crosses 

the A3072 Crediton to Bickleigh road at Chilton Gate 

for a portion. The eastern boundary more or less 

coincides with the flow of the River Exe south but 

veers towards Yellowford just below Crosses. The 

southern- most point of the boundary stops just before 

Fortescue Cottages. The southern boundary includes 

Heathfield and west along Rixaford Lane as far as the 

little stream that flows under the road. From here the 

western boundary going north passes the edge of 

Yendacott copse, through Carwithen copse up to the 

Raddon Hills to a little above Kitlake then turning east 

just above Armour wood and Ashley, crossing the 

Fursdon road then turning north then east through 

Fursdon wood. It then goes up to the edge of Hallshot 

wood and through Castle Wood to Braddon Corner to 

the A3072 to Chilton Gate. This is my rough 

interpretation from the map on Thorverton Parish 

Council website. Part of The Exe Valley Way comes 

through Thorverton and we also have several public 

footpaths as described in the footpaths leaflet 

published in 2021. Roughly to the north of the village 

(of the road that runs from the village past Lynch to 

Raddon Cross in a westerly direction and east to the 

Tiverton and Exeter road) it is quite hilly. South of this 

road the land is flatter.  

 

So what wildlife do we have in the parish of 

Thorverton? For this answer I rely on your reports and 

my own observations. It is impossible to write about 

everything so I will pick out things of note. 

 

Mammals, Amphibians and Reptiles 

There is the occasional sighting of deer, mostly roe but 

sometimes red and muntjac. We don’t have much 

woodland as sanctuary for them and it is fragmented. 

Rabbits are plentiful (although I have recently read 

they are in decline) and brown hare frequent the 

eastern side of the parish and up to the Raddon Hills 

where it is common to see foxes but they are also 

scattered around the Parish. The common dormouse 

inhabits hedges and gardens here where there is a good 

source of shrubby plants and nuts, seeds and berries. 

Stoats are seen from time to time.  We don’t know if 

badgers are culled here but I can confirm they still visit 

my garden in Raddon and live in the surrounding 

countryside. Otters are seen in the Jordan stream and 

River Exe in Thorverton. Hedgehogs frequent several 

gardens in the centre of the village and elsewhere but it 

is disappointing to still find them squashed in our 

lanes. We have several species of bat in the Parish 

including pipistrelle and brown long-eared. On 

summer nights if you look down at the water from the 

river bridge you can observe Daubenton’s bats 

zooming up and down in pursuit of insects. If you have 

a wildlife pond (no goldfish, carp etc.) you will 

probably see palmate or smooth newt and frogs. 

Common toads are seen but I’ve no local records of 

toad spawn. You may be surprised to know the 

common lizard is very frequent in Thorverton. Look 

out for it basking in sun on the walls of the churchyard 

and Dark Lane and the hedges from Raddon to 

Rixaford Lane and along Colaton Lane. Grass snakes 

are plentiful around here thanks to the moist, lush 

grassy areas and garden ponds where their diet 

includes your small fish. Adders are not so common 

but since last writing about them in Nature Notes I was 

told of a sighting of two at Chapel Cross.  

 

Fish and Birds. 

I have very little knowledge of the fish that live in the 

river and streams. An eel was seen in the stream within 

the Millennium Green. The waterways must be 

reasonably stocked because of sighting of otter, 

kingfisher, grey heron, little egret and goosander with 

chicks. Mute swan, mallard and little grebe are also 

seen.  I have a fancy to do an investigation of the 

stream within the Millennium Green with nets, trays 

and wellies, perhaps one day! 

 

Other birds of note include spotted flycatcher that I 

was told once nested on a ledge of the church. I’ve 

also seen an adult with fledglings in our garden. Great 

spotted Woodpecker is very common here and there is 

a reasonable record of green woodpecker. Swallow, 

swift and house martin breed here but all are in 
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decline. Sand martins nest in holes in banks along the 

Exe. Tawny owl is reasonably common, some barn 

owls but sadly the only little owls I knew in the village 

have moved on. Buzzards are very common, some 

sightings of kestrel and there was at least one breeding 

pair in the Parish. Merlin is seen in winter and hobby 

in summer. We seem to have sightings of a probable 

male hen harrier. We have the odd sightings of 

moorhen and once a water rail turned up. Pheasants are 

very common and there are some red legged partridge. 

In very cold wintery conditions there are occasional 

snipe, brambling and lapwing sightings. 

 

Invertebrates. 

There are so many invertebrates so I will only pick out 

a few of note. Firstly the butterflies and there is only 

one  the Brown hairstreak that is a bit special simply 

because it is rarely seen due to its habit of living in 

treetops but there are small scattered populations and it 

has a stronghold in Devon. You are more likely to find 

their eggs by looking on blackthorn. Eggs and larvae 

have been found at the Millennium Green and around 

the lanes. With regards to moths, the best place I have 

found uncommon moths of interest is behind 

Thorverton Mill, with permission to trap there. In 2013 

there was a small scallop and the following year a 

double line and two white satin moths. There is very 

little human disturbance behind the mill. In 2020 and 

2021 I trapped a white satin moth in my garden trap. I 

have never found a lesser stag beetle anywhere other 

than Thorverton. This is a large black beetle of 32mm 

in length and may be found wandering along a lane 

between April and September although it is mainly 

nocturnal. Best of all is our colony of glow-worm 

beetles found along Colaton Lane and Courthayes 

Lane. Females emit a little green glowing light during 

June and July to attract a male. There is no light 

pollution whatsoever here to disturb mating activity. 

 

Plants and Trees. 

If you want to see a stunning display of early purple 

orchid and bluebells then Northdown Wood is the 

place to go in spring. Northdown Wood is the first 

place I ever saw Climbing Corydalis and it also grows 

at Cadbury Castle in the neighbouring Parish of 

Cadbury. The only place I have ever seen Small Teasel 

growing is on the wooded hillside that slopes down to 

the Exe beyond Bidwell. This plant is noted here in ‘A 

New Flora of Devon’ by Roger Smith, Bob Hodgson 

and Jeremy Ison. Horse Radish grows on some of the 

verges around the village and on the verges to 

neighbouring Upton Pyne. It is said to be England’s 

only native vegetable. In spring and summer the 

hedgerows and ditches around here are a delight, 

packed with all manner of flowering plants and native 

tree and shrub species that make up the hedges. 

Neville Lane has recently written about the local trees 

and I especially love the trees at ‘The Rec’ and of 

course the Scots Pines at Raddon Top. Mid-May to the 

end of May 2020 was very dry and hot and the grass at 

Raddon Top became completely brown. You could 

clearly make out the circular remains in the parched 

earth of the other Scots Pines that used to grow with 

the lone pine. I wish now I had counted them but 

perhaps I will get another opportunity in the years to 

come. There is one quite large oak tree worth taking a 

look at when you next pass it on the footpath between 

Berrysbridge and Raddon Lane. It is located beside the 

field gate that separates the green lane and the first of 

the meadows. 

 

Archaeology 

You can access information on the archaeology of 

Thorverton by going on Devon County Council 

website. Click on Devon County Council/Services and 

Information for Devon, then Environment & 

Landscape, then scroll down on the right to Historic 

Environment & click on it. On the left hand side click 

on Historic Environment Record and then scroll down 

and over on the right hand side of the page click on 

View Historic data on a map. This will take a while to 

load, then tick I agree the term and conditions…..okay 

then use the box top left to type in where you want to 

look. Some of the finds on the map were found by 

Thorvertonian the late John Uglow. In 2019 we had 

the community dig in the area for Thorvertons new 

cemetery. Pottery and flints were found. Further along 

the field a geophysical survey identified features and 

when excavated turned out to include post holes of a 

round house. The finds dated back as far as the Late 

Bronze Age. 

A few years age whilst gardening here at Raddon I 

found a broken flint arrowhead and a small piece of 

knapped flint. On the walk from Chapel Cross to 

Ashley you join the lane marked Devon County Road 

(from memory I hope this is correct). On the hedge of 

this lane I found an ancient piece of worked flint. It 

was either a core or used as a scraper/cutter. A core is 

what is left over after pieces of flint are chipped away 

to make tools. 

  

 

 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Legal Eagle 
 

Horse racing has been much in the news of late, 

sadly, not always for the right reasons. In 2016, 

Freddy Tylicki was riding a horse called Nellie Deen 

in a race at Kempton Park.  Tylicki and Nellie Deen 

were involved in a four-horse collision as a result of 

which Tylicki suffered multiple broken ribs when 

Nellie Deen fell and Tylicki was trampled on by 

other runners. The incident ended Tyyicki’s career, 

and he is now forced to rely on a wheelchair for 

mobility. 

Tylicki brought a claim in the High Court against 

fellow jockey Graham Gibbons alleging that Gibbons 

was responsible for the four-horse collision. In 

essence Tylicki was claiming that Gibbons had been 

guilty of negligent riding of his horse, Madame 

Butterfly. I have written before of the duty of care 

owed by those taking part in sport to other 

participants and spectators; the issue for the judge, 

Karen Walden-Smith, was whether Gibbons was in 

breach of this duty. The general rule for determining 

whether or not a person has achieved the required 

standard of care is to compare that person’s conduct 

with that of a reasonable person in the same 

circumstances. In Blyth -v- Birmingham 

Waterworks Co [1856], it was said that “Negligence 

is the omission to do something that a reasonable 

man would have done, or doing something that a 

reasonable man would not have done in the 

circumstances.” (The gender-specific test reflects the 

social climate of the 19th century). So, the standard of 

care is judged objectively, although age may be taken 

into account. 

In cases where the defendant has particular 

experience or expertise, the standard expected will be 

higher; the reasonable person is assumed to have the 

same level of skill as the defendant. In the case of a 

professional jockey, the expected standard will be 

that of the reasonably competent jockey. 

In the case of persons engaged in sporting activity, 

the test is subject to modification; In Wilks -v- 

Cheltenham Homeguard Motor Cycle & Light 

Car Club [1971], it was stated, that negligence will 

be found if injury was caused “by an error of 

judgment that a reasonable competitor, being the 

reasonable man of the sporting world, would not 

have made.” The standard of care would be adjusted 

to take account of the fact that a competitor could 

reasonably be expected to “go all out to win”, even if 

this meant exposing others to some risk. This did not, 

however, give licence to expose others to danger by 

conduct that was “foolhardy”. 

In Caldwell -v- Maguire [2001], the claimant, a 

professional jockey, was injured when the 

defendants, two other jockeys, rode in such a way as 

to cause an accident. Following an inquiry, the 

defendant’s conduct was found by the Jockey Club, 

to amount to “careless riding”. When the case came 

before the Court of Appeal, the Court drew a 

distinction between a finding of “careless riding” by 

a regulatory body and a finding of negligence by a 

court of law. The Court held that in the 

circumstances, it was not possible to characterise the 

defendants’ momentary carelessness as negligence. 

In his action against Gibbons, Tylicki claimed that 

Gibbon’s riding was “dangerous in the extreme” and 

that Gibbons had directed his mount, Madame 

Butterfly into the path of Nellie Deen. Gibbons 

denied riding negligently or breaking any race rules. 

In reaching her decision, Judge Walden-Smith held 

that Gibbons was at fault and should pay 

compensation. The judge said that Gibbons actions 

“were not mere lapses of concentration or 

inattentiveness” but were instead “undertaken in a 

reckless disregard for the safety of Mr Tylicki”. The 

judge added that Gibbons should have known that 

Tylicki was on his inside, close to the rail and yet he 

continued to move his horse across into his path, 

causing the accident. In essence, Gibbons failed to 

meet the standard of a reasonably competent jockey. 

Following the incident the British Horseracing 

Authority’s stewards at the meeting concluded, 

albeit, it seems, in a matter of minutes, that the 

collision was accidental. So, in contrast to Caldwell 

(above) where the Jockey Club found there to have 

been “careless riding”, but the Court of Appeal were 

unwilling to find negligence; in the present case, the 

stewards found that the collision was accidental but 

the judge in the High Court found negligence. 

It is reported that Mr Tylicki is seeking damages in 

the sum of £6million which includes compensation 

for the loss of his career and the costs of covering his 

needs as a severely disabled man. Damages were not 

assessed at trial and it is possible that the parties will 

reach a settlement. 

Clive Hamblin
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Updated photos of Leonard Square development by John Spivey  
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Puzzles 
I was sorry to receive only one completed crossword 

grid. This was from Ian Stoyle, who therefore wins 

the prize I offered in December’s edition. As always, 

I am happy to provide anyone who was stuck on any 

of the clues with a copy of the completed grid, but 

for economy of space I will not reproduce it here. 

 

The Su Doku puzzle was unintentionally a bit more 

of a challenge than usual as a formatting error before 

this was sent to print caused the final row to be 

printed in the second column! – sorry about that. 

 

The answer to the Damaged Engine problem, which I 

admit I could only arrive at through a trial and error 

approach, is that the distance from Anglechester to 

Clinkerton must be 200 miles. The train went 50 

miles at 50 mph and 150 miles at 30 mph. If the 

accident had occurred 50 miles farther on, it would 

have gone 100 miles at 50 mph and 100 miles at 30 

mph. 

 

a) Su Doku 

 

Here is this month’s puzzle.  As always, each 

horizontal and vertical line and each 3x3 square must 

contain each of the numbers from one to nine:  

 

2 8 5    7 9  

   7   2 5  

    2    3 

 3   9     

5 4      6 9 

    7   8  

1    8     

 7 8   1    

 6 2    8 1 7 

 

b) The Speeding Motorist 

 

The Damaged Engine puzzle that I gave in 

December’s edition, which is about 100 years old, set 

me thinking about similar problems more relevant 

perhaps to our current age.  

 

I am intrigued by warning signs on major roads, 

often motorways where there are road works, telling 

us that average speed checks apply. I would love to 

know what is the length of road over which an 

average speed is taken? For the purposes of this little 

puzzle let us assume that an average is calculated 

over a stretch of British motorway that is one mile 

long.  

 

As so often with stretches of our motorways with 

restrictions like this in place, I find that I am only 

able to travel at 30 mph for the first third of a mile of 

the stretch subject to average speed checks. At what 

speed would I be permitted to travel for the final two-

thirds of a mile in order not to infringe the speed 

limits? 

 

c) Simple Addition 

 

Can you show that four added to six will make 

eleven? 

 

d) Dominoes 

 

If you haven’t tried these domino puzzles before, I 

recommend that you dip your toe in the water and try 

this one.  

 

All of the 28 domino pieces from 0-0 through to 6-6 

have been placed once into the grid. Can you work 

out where each of them is placed? 

 

You might find it 

helpful to mark off 

each domino in the 

grid here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While I am happy to continue compiling these puzzle 

pages, I would be very happy to pass the baton on to 

any other contributor or even just to include any of 

your puzzles, so please don’t be shy. 

 

Happy puzzling.                                       Neville Lane                    

0 0 2 0 1 5 3 4 

3 5 1 0 2 3 5 6 

1 2 2 2 4 6 4 4 

1 5 1 5 4 2 4 3 

3 5 2 5 5 4 1 6 

0 6 6 0 2 0 3 3 

6 0 1 4 6 1 6 3 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

6        

5        

4        

3        

2        

1        

0        
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Advertise your 
business here for 
£6 per month in 
black & white 

and only £9 per 
month in full 

colour 
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Get your business known in 
 

Thorverton 
 

 

Advertise here for just £3 per month for 

black & white or in colour for £4.50 per 

month 
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and 
deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and 

vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies 
and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and 
tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly 
made sandwiches 

 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and 
treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to 
Saturday 

 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
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Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
 Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE English Language - a speciality 
 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 
EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  
875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  

 

Available from  

 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-

school and Thorverton Post Office 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster;  
Parish Clerk      Position is currently vacant.  Please contact the Parish Council via email at  

                                                                                                    thorvertonpc@gmail.com or call 01392 759560.  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall       
(see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   

Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk on 01392 241240. 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community    Chair:  Di Foxford  
Defibrillator Trust              Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MANY  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 

 
Drs P. Twomey, E. Saunders, M. Braddick, C. Griffiths, J. Harris, M. Kirwan 

E. Ziegler, D. Cook, E. Willoughby, N. Dunn* and G. Brighton* 
  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 5 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/ 
  

  

  Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Twomey, Harris, 
Braddick, Ziegler 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Mike Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs.Twomey, Braddick, 
Cook, Saunders, Harris, 
Willoughby, Dunn* (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Dunn*  
(am)  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Braddick (pm), 
Griffiths, Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  17.00 

Dr Braddick 
(am) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 
Drs Twomey, Harris, 
Saunders  

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
Kirwan, Saunders, Cook 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr  Braddick 
(am) 

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 

You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 
at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

  
  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  53   Vol 53 No. 1 February 2022 
 

 

Waste Collection Dates 
 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

February 14th & 28th       February 7th & 21st  

 

Mobile Library 
15.45–16.30 in Quarry Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursdays -  Feb. 3rd / Mar. 3rd & 31st / April 28th / May 26th / 

June 23rd / July 21st / Aug. 18th / Sept. 15th / Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   

 

Union Flag-Flying Days in February 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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Recent events at Thorverton Memorial Hall;  

 
QOW Jazz   

Skittles     
Bingo 

Wrap a Snowman (Mum and Dad) 

Tree Lighting visit from Father Christmas 

 

Photos by Mike Baldwin  


