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          BLACK & WHITE                                            COLOUR  
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One-eighth page (8.5 cm x 5.8 cm)               £3.00                £33.00    £4.50              £49.50 

  

 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES  

ADVERTISEMENTS FREE OF CHARGE (for up to 3 months) 

 

Front Cover:  Royal British Legion Centenary  

 
The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  1   Vol 52 No. 10 November 2021 
 

 

 

Editorial 
 

 

Hello all,  

 

Looking through this month’s edition it seems that 

there’s plenty going on in the village over the next 

couple of months and running up to Christmas.  

 

As promised, we’ve reinstated the ‘diary of events’ 

listing on Page 2, so you can easily plan what you’re 

going to do and when. We’ll include events for the 

next two months, so if you have anything to add, 

please let us know.  

 

I went out with some of the other T.W.A.T.S 

(Thorverton Wheelers and Tourers) last weekend for 

a charity bike ride where we all had a great day with 

fantastic weather. The only problem was that we all 

got lost and ended up completing 57 miles rather than 

the 55 miles that everyone else did! It was really well 

organised with clear signs at the junctions so we 

couldn’t believe that we all went the wrong way!  

 

Oh well, we got to see a bit more of our lovely 

county than we’d planned and I’ve always wanted to 

ride through Okehampton town centre!        

 

In this Focus  

 

 

 

Pic below of us on the start line (From L to R – Rob 

Flatt, John Addis, Me, Trevor Sanders)  

 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who gave up their Saturday for 

the Village and Church yard tidy up along with 

planting 500 bulbs! (see article on page 21).  

 

I hope you enjoy this month’s Focus, and as always 

please send us anything you’d like to include. I’m 

also looking for a nice festive front cover for the 

December edition, so if you have any suggestions, 

please send them on.   

 

Thanks John (Editor)  
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Diary of Events  
 

 

 

 

November 

 

Tues 2nd Talk ‘Thorverton in Wartime’ by Alex Fice W.I. Hut 2.30pm 

Wed 3rd  Thorverton Royal British Legion Quiz Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Tues 9th  Thorverton Royal British Legion Quiz  Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Sat 13th  Craft Fair, Market and Big Breakfast Memorial Hall 9.30am - 2pm 

Sun 14th Remembrance Sunday Parish Church 10am 

Thurs 18th Ladies Group Meeting at 1 Milford Lane 7.30pm  

Fri 26th  History Society Zoom talk ‘Ancient Crossings of the Exe 7.30pm  

Sat 27th  W.I.Coffee Morning and Christmas Market W.I.Hut 10am 

Sat 27th  Christmas Lights switch on at Springfield, Dinneford Street 

Sat 27th  QOW Trio concert Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Sun 28th Christmas Tree Lighting Memorial Hall 5.50pm 

 

December 

 
Fri 3rd  Skittles Night Memorial Hall 7pm 

Thurs 9th Xmas Bingo Memorial Hall doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 

Sat 18th  W.I. Coffee Morning and Market W.I. Hut 10am 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 
 UPDATE 
 Many of you will have noticed that the usual 

summary of the PC minutes has not always appeared 

over the last few months, for which I apologise.  

Following the retirement of our long serving Parish 

Clerk, Alison Marshall, we appointed a new one in 

June.  I’m sorry to tell you that the new appointment 

didn’t work out as planned and a failure to place the 

regular monthly minutes in Focus was not the only 

communication issue we faced.  At the last PC 

meeting we therefore decided to terminate the 

contract, which was still in its probation period by 

the way, and we will interview and appoint a new 

Clerk as soon as we can. 

  

As you can imagine this has not been an easy time 

for your Parish Council, but we have taken steps to 

rectify the problem and we are determined to offer 

the best possible service.  Please continue to use the 

usual email address of thorvertonpc@gmail.com and 

we will respond promptly.  For more urgent items my 

tel no is 01392 759560; the phone numbers of your 

other Councillors are shown on the PC notice boards 

and the website.  

  

Let me use this opportunity to bring you up to date 

with some other items.  The PC is now at full 

strength; Colin Marshall joined in June and at our 

September meeting we co-opted Bry Uglow, so now 

have the full complement of ten councillors.  

  

We have also been searching for a new handyman to 

look after the verges, leats and pavements and will be 

announcing a new appointment soon, which is also 

good news. 

 

The Village Tidy Up Day was very well attended 

recently and we worked around Leigh Gardens and 

cleared the leats in preparation for the repairs to the 

weir.  500 daffodil and narcissus bulbs were planted 

around the village, especially on the bank next to the 

Raddon Road entrance, so we should have quite a 

display next spring.  (There is a picture on the next 

page of the volunteers.) 

  

On the same subject we thank Lorraine Colebrook 

for her voluntary work litter picking around the 

village, but as she has decided it’s time to pass on the 

duty so we are looking for volunteers; this doesn’t 

need to be for the whole village, so if you would like 

to look after your street or lane let us know.  

  

The Floral Thorverton competition will be run again 

in 2022 after the good response to the first one this 

year; more notice will be given and the judging will 

be held over a longer period.  The winners (The 

Bury/Berry this year) will receive a shield which they 

will hold for the year.  

  

The PC has a (modest!) Grant Fund; during recent 

months we have supported Lucy’s Larder and the 

Defibrillator Trust.  At the October meeting we also 

gave a Grant to the village Baby and Toddler Group, 

so if you think you have a deserving cause please 

contact us. 

  

On Page 36 in the Focus you will find details of the 

annual Satisfaction Survey, giving you the chance to 

rate the PC’s performance over the last year; you can 

complete this on line or using a form via the Post 

Office. 

  

Finally, returning to the Clerk vacancy, please let us 

know if you think you have the right qualifications 

and skills to take on this important role; you’ll need 

to be organised and dependable, have good 

communication and IT skills, and be able to handle 

basic accounting duties.  A background in local govt 

would be an advantage but we are able to sponsor 

some training.  Please contact the usual email address 

for more details. 

 Andrew Foster 

Chair, Thorverton Parish Council 

 

Thorverton Parish Council appreciate the kind 

donation of the 2 Christmas Trees this year by Exe 

Valley Christmas Tree's for the Jubilee green and the 

Memorial Hall. 

  
 

 
Letters 
From Tina Ayre.  

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone 

who gave up their Saturday (on the 9th October) and 

came and helped tidy the Church yard. 

 

 I know there was a lot going on in the village on that 

day, so I am very grateful to those who gave their 

time to the Church yard. In the end it was a two- day 

effort, but now forgotten graves have been made 

accessible.  

 

A special thanks to my twin grandsons that turn up 

every year and both work very hard.   

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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 Thorverton Memorial Hall 
   
 
 

      
 

It was good to see something approaching normality 

during October, although listening to the news 

reports remind us that masks are probably going to be 

the normal again soon, certainly many people were 

wearing them for events in the hall. 

 

We were delighted to see so many people at the first 

Saturday Market and Big Breakfast in a long time. 

This month don’t miss the Craft Fair, Saturday 

Market & Big Breakfast on Saturday 13 November 

with the usual stalls, jewellery, knitwear and in 

addition to the Big Breakfast there will be soup and 

scones on offer. 

 

A good number of people turned out to enjoy TMH 

Cinema showing Dear Sarah.  

 

This month’s film is LIMBO showing on Friday 19 

November. It has recently been nominated for two 

BAFTA awards for Best British Film and Best Debut 

by a British Writer, Director or Producer and is a wry 

and poignant observation of the refugee experience 

set on a fictional remote Scottish island. 

 

There’s a special treat on Saturday 27 November 

when the QOW TRIO present live jazz for all ages. 

The group is a truly multi-generational jazz trio with 

a wealth of experience and authentic roots featuring 

contemporary material to original explorations of 

classic well-loved standards. Jazz Views says “Their 

playing just reminds you of the joy of being alive and 

in these troubled times there can be no better 

medicine than great music played well.” Sounds like 

something we could all do with, buy tickets online 

at thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Sunday 28 November – something for all the family 

at 5.30pm, the Tree Lighting Ceremony followed by 

mince pies. This is always a happy event so do come 

and join in the fun, I know it feels like we haven’t 

really had summer, let alone autumn but just go with 

the flow ho  ho ho! 

 

A couple more dates for your calendars: 

 

Friday 3 December Skittles Night;  

 

Thursday 9 December Christmas Bingo!;  

 

Saturday 11 December Saturday Market & Big 

Breakfast. 

 

More information on the above  

on thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk, press the three 

lines on the top right of the home page for a drop-

down menu. 

  

**Save the date: Burns Night Saturday 29 

January 2022 ** 

 

TMH Committee: Russ Clarke (Chair); Sarah 

Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Tim Cusack, Ian Ford, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts, Sue Hyde, Jenny Reygate, 

Dave Reygate, Mike Shelton, Jan Wills, Clare 

O’Connor 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Village Tidy up Day 

  

 
  
 

                                                                                                                                               

http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notices 
STOP PRESS from Thorverton Post Office 

Latest updated recommended posting dates for 

Christmas 

Dates to remember not to miss in November: 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY  

Monday 1st November - Canada, USA 

Friday 26th November - Cyprus, Eastern Europe, 

Greece, Iceland, Malta, Turkey 

Monday 29th November - Western Europe 

The date for UK Inland services to aim for is 

Saturday 18th December. 

The date for INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY for 

everywhere else in the world was in September but 

there are speedier ways for these places with 

deadlines in early December. 

 

Thanks to you, our users and supporters, Thorverton 

Post Office has increased its trade since the first 

lockdown especially for sending/receiving parcels 

and banking. This is really good for our 

long-term continuation. Please remember that your 

local post office receives a payment for every 

transaction made in person but nothing at 

all for the same transaction done online, and let us 

carry on doing the 

work for you. 

Andy Cleave’s 

Christmas Lights at Springfield 

returns 

In aid of Force Cancer Charity Exeter 

Light up Saturday 27th November 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
 

The next meeting will be on 

 

Thursday 18th November at 7.30 pm 

at Sue Vooght’s house 1 Milford Lane 

 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton EX5 5NG  01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 
We offer a wide range of Post Office and banking 

services, CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, 

online shopping returns, phone top-ups, gift cards, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards, local postcards, posting and packing 

materials, photocopying + lots more  

                                                                 

Charity Christmas cards + all you need to wrap + 

post for Christmas, in stock very soon  

 

LET’S KEEP SUPPORTING LOCAL SERVICES  
☺ 

 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

        (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

  Sat 8.00 – 12.00 

   Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 

Post Office 

     Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

      Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

      Sun & BHs  closed 
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 Thorverton 
Royal British Legion 

“Centenary Quiz Nights”   
         

To help celebrate the Royal British Legion 

and the Thorverton branch 100 -year 

Anniversary we have arranged two Quiz 

nights. 

On Wednesday the 3rd of November at the Exeter Inn 

and Tuesday 9th of November at the Thorverton Arms 

both start at 7.30pm. £2 per player, maximum of six 

per team. A raffle on both nights. Why not book up 

to guarantee your table. 

In aid of the Poppy Appeal and the Thorverton 

branch & community fund. 

Have you had any older family member, friends or 

neighbours who were once members of the Royal 

British Legion Thorverton branch? we would like to 

record and remember as many names as possible. 

 

Alex Fice R B L.  Tel 861136  

srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 

Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 

the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 

their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 

expenses related to their medical personal and 

educational needs.  Applications for a specific 

purpose or need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are particularly 

favoured. 

 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 

the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 

Road, Thorverton.   

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 013923 860535. 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

November & December 2021     
Newsletter 

 

 

 
Events & activities for the 50 plus! 

 

Sadly, the Club which has been in existence for 28 

years, is being disbanded at the end of the year (as 

the Secretary will be standing down after 12 years 

with no volunteers being forthcoming at the recent 

AGM willing to take over the roles of either the 

Secretary or Treasurer). The November and 

December events will therefore be the last 

opportunities for non-members to participate.  So do 

come along to any of these activities where you will 

be most welcome (the exception being the Christmas 

Lunch which is a subsidised member only event).  

Coach outings must be booked in advance through 

the Secretary. 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesdays 9th NOV & 7th DEC.  

Come and join us at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

between 1000-1130.  An opportunity to chat, take 

part in our optional quiz and raffle or book for a 

forthcoming outing. Entrance charge £1 includes 

refreshments. Covid precautions taken. 

 

MONDAY WHIST – Mondays 1,15 & 29 NOV & 13 

DEC 

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton is the venue for this 

fortnightly activity starting at 2:00 PM prompt. 

Entrance fee £3 includes refreshment and raffle 

ticket. It is fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain 

cells active! *Arrangements are in hand to continue 

this activity as a community event in 2022. 
 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  
Coach pick-ups at Tiverton, Bickleigh, Silverton, Ruffwell, 
Rewe & Stoke Canon 

 

25th NOV Cardiff Christmas Market 

   £16 

17th DEC Christmas Lunch @ Waie Inn 

 Zeal Monachoru            £25 

 
Mystery Christmas Market (expected to be 

Cardiff). Cardiff Christmas Market will return to the 

pedestrian streets of the Welsh Capital (subject to 

any relevant Covid legislation) to ensure that your 

visit is as safe and enjoyable as possible. Cardiff has 

the advantage of being very central with wide streets. 

Most shops, quaint Edwardian & Victorian arcades, 

restaurants, and other attractions are within a 5-

minute walk of Bute Park, Cardiff Castle and many 

other sights are just a stroll away from the Market. 

If you would like more information about any of the 

above activities, please contact Martin Clough Club 

Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW 

Tel: 01392 860971 or e-mail:  

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

The Secretary and Committee members wish to thank 

members and the surrounding community for their 

loyal support over many years, without which the  

club’s activities giving enjoyment to many would not 

have been possible  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Point to Point horse racing returns to Silverton after a 2 year absence. We all need a day out with 

friends/family so come on down for an entertaining day of racing .... horses, bookies, Bar, cafe , 

shopping!
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LUCY’S LARDER 
In Thorverton Parish Church Porch 

9am to 4pm every day 

If in need please continue to help yourself to the 

food and other items available.  
 

Thank you very much to the generous people of 

Thorverton who have been contributing items to 

Lucy’s Larder and for the financial donations kindly 

made by the Thorverton Royal British Legion and the 

Thorverton C19 group. This has enabled the larder to 

give freely to those in our community who are glad 

of its help in these difficult times.  Donations of food 

and household items continue to be welcome and can 

be added directly to the Larder boxes.  Any surplus is 

offered to the Tiverton-based Churches Housing 

Action Team (CHAT) foodbank. 

Whilst Lucy’s Larder was admirably started as an 

initiative by Lucy Wells in December 2020, since 

March I have been continuing her work and would 

like to do so for the foreseeable future. 

The larder relies on the generosity of the village to 

help members of our community of Thorverton who 

need it - so again, thank you. 

If anyone has any queries, contact me, Sarah Acock, 

on 07811494940 or 01884 855079 

If you or anyone you know needs further support, 

contact the C19 Group, who may be able to provide 

additional help: 

email: thorvertonc19@gmail.com 

01392 861062 or 07496 392106 (Neville Lane) 
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Thorverton Branch RBL  

“100-year Centenary” 
Remembrance Sunday Anniversary Service 14th November 10am Thorverton Church followed outside at the 

War Memorial at 11am the roll of honour, laying of wreaths and the national 2-minute silence. Afterwards a light 

buffet at the Exeter Inn generously sponsored by Matt & Rick Cox. 

 

Armistice day 11th November 11am. The Thorverton Primary school will attend at the War Memorial with the 

Royal British Legion to observe the national 2-minute silence, each class will lay a wreath and small wooden 

crosses laid in honour of the 22 names on the Memorial. Afterwards Light refreshments at the Thorverton Arms.  

Poppies this year there will be no door-to-door poppy collection in the village, but there will be collection tins in 

the village establishments. The small Remembrance Garden will again be just inside the church gates for your 

individual wooden crosses in memory of a lost loved one.  

 

A teak hardwood bench seat was purchased by the Legion with a brass plaque inscribed Royal British Legion. 

Thorverton Branch “Centenary”. 1921 – 2021 was placed on the village green on the 21st of October the actual 

anniversary date when the Thorverton Branch was formed. Thank you to Felicity Cashmore for her donation of 

£100 towards the seat in memory of her father Major Cyril E. Grantham who was a Thorverton member and helped 

to run the branch during the 1950’s & 60’s, also £100 donation in memory of Connie Fice who was a branch 

member and supporter for many years. 

 

A reproduction Victorian lamp has been bought and erected on the old lamp stand at the jubilee green on behalf 

of the Legion Centenary to help enhance the area, donations were given by John Mortimore, Sean Parker and the 

late Connie Fice. 

 

Quiz Nights, to help celebrate the Royal British Legion and the Thorverton branch 100 -year Anniversary 

we have arranged two Quiz nights.  

On Wednesday the 3rd of November at the Exeter Inn and Tuesday 9th of November at the Thorverton 

Arms both start at 7.30pm. £2 per player, maximum of six per team. A raffle on both nights. Why not 

book up to guarantee your table. 

In aid of the Poppy Appeal and the Thorverton branch & community fund. 

A big thank you to the Exeter Inn for donating £320 from their recent Quiz and Race nights. 

 

For the Legion to maintain an active village branch we need people just like you to join,  

Remember you do not have to have severed in the Armed forces to be a member. If you would like  

to join the Thorverton branch and support the Royal British Legion, please contact a committee  

member or you can join on-line.  

                                                          A Fice Thorverton RBL. 
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Church Services and News   
SERVICES & INFORMATION NOVEMBER 2021 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

Please note these services are proposed for November 2021 and  

may change due to Government Restrictions and COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 

 

Sunday 7 November 3rd Sunday before Advent  

09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton JH 

10:00 am Reflective Service  Stoke Canon Lay Led  

10:30 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 
 

Thursday 11 November Armistice Day 

10:50 am Armistice Day Service* Rewe War Memorial, Green Lane, Rewe                         JH 

10:50 am Armistice Day Service* Thorverton War Memorial, Thorverton Churchyard                   LF 

*Please note these are Open Air Services, please dress accordingly 
 

Sunday 14 November Remembrance Sunday 

10:00 am Remembrance Service     Thorverton   JH 
         Joint with Royal British Legion 

10:15 am  Remembrance Service                             Stoke Canon    Lay Led  
         Joint with Huxham 

10:50 am All Age Remembrance Service     Rewe    Lay Led 

10:50 am Remembrance Service/Holy Communion [CW]  Upton Pyne   GC 
         Joint with Brampford Speke 

10:50 am Remembrance Service     Newton St Cyres                  LF 

06:00 pm Remembering Service     Cadbury                   Lay Led 

  

Sunday 21 November Sunday before Advent 

09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/TBC*   LF 

09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   GC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury                  KR 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   MSS  
 

Sunday 28 November Advent 1 

09:30 am Holy Communion with Baptism  [CW]  Newton St Cyres                 TL 

10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion by Extension    Rewe    LF 

11:15 am Service of the Word & Baptism    Cadbury                  JH 
 

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  

Some Churches are still operating on a booking system for Covid safety. Please make every effort to contact the 

following people if you wish to attend services at the following churches:   
Rewe   Sheila Newton  01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 

Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com 

Thorverton  Royston Kershaw 01392 860419  thorvertoncw@gmail.com     

*Open Door:   https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09 

To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895  Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 
  

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the homepage. 
 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 

JH Revd Julia Hocking  LF Laura Ford     

TL Revd Tony Lane  KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

TBC To be confirmed. 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 

Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  

Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   

  

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:rewe.nativity@gmail.com
mailto:valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertoncw@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09
http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Remembrance 
 

November has become the month for remembering.  

We remember that Christmas is coming, and we had 

better do something about it.  We also remember our 

history and those who have died to keep us a 

sovereign nation.  Remembrance Sunday on the 14th 

is there ‘lest we forget’; our past, our story, who we 

are, the values of our country, but mostly ‘lest we 

forget’ our hope for the future.  All remembering 

involves looking back and looking forward. 

 

I had an unusual experience this autumn.  A retired 

RCMP officer bought a WWI Canadian uniform on 

ebay.  The name of the soldier was still in the 

uniform, so he was able to uncover what this man 

had done in the Great War and to track down his 

descendants. The soldier was my grandfather.  He 

had emigrated to Canada at 18 but signed up when 

war broke out aged 23.  He survived the war but died 

before I was born.   My uncle gathered the family and 

the RCMP officer brought the uniform and gave a 

presentation about my grandfather’s journey through 

WWI.  I was not there but thanks to modern 

technology I saw a recording of it.   

 

I was struck by a photo of my cousin at the event.  

She is younger than me and had never met her 

grandfather either.  In the photo she is hugging the 

mannequin on which the uniform was displayed.  She 

was hugging her grandfather. This photo explains 

remembering to me.  It was not re-enacting an action 

she had done before.  It was imagining what she 

would do if they had been alive at the same time and 

doing it in the present. 

 

The slogan ‘lest we forget’ goes beyond 

remembering the important events and the people 

from the past. It implies that we remember for the 

sake of the future.  We imagine ourselves with 

previous generations to allow their experience to 

affect our actions today.   

 

This is what we are doing every time we join with 

our neighbours in Holy Communion.  We remember 

what Jesus did, as if we were there at the Last Supper 

with him.  We imagine/remember ourselves there, so 

that we can live the in the present with Jesus.  The 

Christian hope for the future is founded on what 

happened at the cross.  We dare not forget.   

 

As I said, in November we also remember that 

Christmas is coming.  Advent begins on November 

28th.  Our villages will have lots of celebrations 

(hopefully) including carol services when we will 

hear those words from John’s Gospel, ‘In him was 

life!’ We remember so that we can know life in its 

fullness which gives us hope for the future.  How is 

your remembering affecting your life today? 

 

Rev. Julia Hocking 

 
 

Parish Church News 
 
We are pleased to announce that a new Priest-in-

Charge has been appointed to the Benefice 

comprising the Netherexe Parishes: Brampford 

Speke, Cadbury, Newton St Cyres, Rewe with 

Netherexe, Stoke Canon with Huxham, Thorverton 

and Upton Pyne. He is the Reverend Tim Collins, 

presently Assistant Curate in the Benefice of Dawlish 

with Holcombe, Cofton and Starcross. He and his 

wife will probably move into the Thorverton Rectory 

in January and he will be licenced by the Bishop of 

Crediton in Thorverton Parish Church on 2nd 

February. Although Tim has only been ordained 

relatively recently, he has been a Reader for many 

years and has had a previous career as a social 

worker. We look forward to working with him.  

 

The church is getting back to something like normal, 

but we are still operating at 50% capacity (i.e. only 

using half the pews) and encouraging people to wear 

masks, especially when the church is busy, as it is 

likely to be on Remembrance Sunday, for example. 

Booking in advance for church services is helpful but 

not essential: it saves us taking details at the door for 

the Track and Trace system. The usual monthly 

notice gives contact details. 

 

I'd like to thank everyone who sent letters or emails 

of support for our grant application for the next stage 

of work on the church building, which is mainly 

focused on repairs to the stonework and ferramenta 

of many of the church windows. These letters and 

emails demonstrate that the church building is much 

valued by the community. If we are successful in 

getting the grant, I expect that the work will be 

completed next year. Thanks too to those of you who 

have helped to get us this far by contributing to the 

Fabric Appeal. The grant  won't cover the whole cost: 

your contributions have been essential.  

 

We are also grateful to the Leonard Trust, the Devon 

Historic Churches Trust and the Friends of 

Thorverton Parish Church Trust Fund for donations 

or the promise of donations, and to Richard Turner-

Warwick and Jean Wilson for  legacies recently or 

soon to be received. 

 

Royston Kershaw 

Churchwarden 
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THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 

Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

From August our churches will be open, or 

closed, as follows:  
 

Brampford Speke  

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
 

Cadbury 

Daily 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 

Huxham   

Closed except for scheduled services.  
 

Newton St Cyres   

Open Wednesday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm  
 

Netherexe   

Closed except for scheduled services. 
 

Rewe  

Saturdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

Stoke Canon    

Closed except for scheduled services.  
 

Thorverton   

Daily 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

Upton Pyne    

Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
 

For scheduled services, please visit 

www.netherexe.org  

or see the notice in the church porch or on the 

noticeboard. 
 

Please note that a face covering should  

be worn when entering our church buildings. 
 

 

Thorverton Church Music  

          ♫       ♫ 

On October 10th we held a very joyous Harvest 

celebration at which the choir and congregation sang 

rousing hymns and anthems and we welcomed back 

our band members. At long last we are allowed to 

have wind instruments as well as strings. So it felt 

like a warm family reunion.  

 

We had input from two of our local farming families, 

there was a fact-finding trail in the churchyard for 

youngsters, the flower arrangements were amazing 

and the weather was kind, so refreshments and chat 

were possible outside.  

 

This coming month, we have our usual first Sunday 

communion service at which the choir will sing and 

the congregation will be able to join in with hymns. 

We’ll also have our annual Remembrance service on 

Nov 14th followed by a gathering at the war memorial 

for wreath laying and the national two minutes 

silence. 

 

We are hoping to provide some outdoor carols at 

Advent/tree lighting time as well as having some 

special Christmas services in the week leading up to 

Christmas. So watch out for more info on those and 

please come to join us. 

 

A few people have hinted over the past 18 months 

that they might be interested in joining the choir, so 

do remind me of who you are and feel free to pop 

along to one of our practices on Thursday evenings in 

church. We meet from 7.45pm every Thursday. 

 

In the past we have had extra voices joining at 

Christmas time too, so please let me know if you’d 

like to play a part musically in our Christmas 

services. We’re not sure yet how much space we will 

have though. However we’re hoping that this year 

there will be lots for the congregations to sing. 

 

Services with Choir at Thorverton Church 

 

Nov 7th    Communion   9.30am 

Nov 14th    Remembrance 10.00am, 10.50 by the war 

memorial   

Dec 5th    Communion   9.30am  

 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    

Thorverton Parish Church 

01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Baptist Church 
Update 
 

There is not a great deal to report.  I have recently 

heard from our Regional Minister.  The current 

position is that the chapel is not yet officially closed 

but simply not holding services.   

 

The Regional Minister will meet us early in 

November for a members’ meeting at which he will 

go over the formal procedure as laid down by the 

Baptist Union Corporation and a closure date will be 

set.  We will keep you informed about the outcome of 

this meeting. 

Revd Maurice Harrison 

 
 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Thorverton Millennium Green 

 Trust   Chairman's Report 2021 
During the past 18 months the Millennium Green has 

seen several changes and developments. The major 

addition has been a new mower following the 

successful application to Viridor Credits for a grant. 

The new Iseki tractor and mower were delivered at the 

beginning of April 2021, with a topper mower for the 

paths, and a flail mower for the longer grass and 

brambles. We are immensely grateful for Viridor 

Credits' generous grant, and the local organisations 

(Focus, Leonard Trust, Parish Council and Mid Devon 

District Council) who provided 10% of the money; 

also to David Waldron and Maggie Dunlop for their 

extensive work on the application. Additionally, Jerry 

Parkinson gave us the benefit of his knowledge in 

selecting the correct machine. We are also very 

grateful for the donation of a small ride-on mower 

from the estate of Ian Osborne. This will be used for 

smaller areas on the far side of the stream and for grass 

close to the trees. 

 

We were fortunate to receive a gift of more apple trees 

and an ornamental pear tree from Knightshayes. These 

have been planted near to the footpath 11 gate. We still 

have some space for more tree planting, and it is now 

possible to plant a tree as a memorial. Please contact 

one of the Trustees (or phone John Spivey on 861324) 

for further information regarding this. 

 

The Green continues to be maintained by our Trustees 

and volunteers. Due to the pandemic, we were unable 

to hold our usual monthly working parties. Hopefully, 

we will be able to continue these in a month or so. We 

would welcome any offer of help with maintenance 

tasks - please contact any of the Trustees. Could you 

give an hour of your time to join our working party, 

usually organised for the last Saturday of each month 

(or at any other convenient time)? Look out for the 

notice at the Green entrance. Despite the lockdown, 

the Trustees and Jerry Parkinson managed to make use 

of the gift of timber from Sallie Hayes, and, socially 

distanced, constructed a new (south) bridge to access 

the east side of the stream. Unfortunately, in March, 

we had to dismantle the original north bridge 

following the breakage of one of the supporting logs. 

We have now constructed a replacement bridge with 

new structural timbers, paid for with a grant from the 

Leonard Trust – Many thanks. We have installed a 

new weatherproof, metal-framed noticeboard at the 

entrance gate. 

 

This winter we had high rainfall, with the paths 

becoming extremely muddy. Many people have 

walked on the long grass, as requested, which has led 

to the paths becoming wider than normal, and 

following heavy rain we still have problems with mud 

in the Narrows. The new machine works extremely 

well, and the grass has re-grown to restore the Green to 

its former condition. The areas around the fruit trees 

have been cut with the flail mower and the grass raked 

by a working party in August.  

 

We hope the School and other groups will continue to 

use the Green for organised activities. The moles are 

still giving us bare patches on the grass, but we don't 

want to kill any wildlife, so it's live and let live. 

Badgers are living at the far end of the Green, and a 

few rabbits have been seen. We didn't mulch the long 

grass in 2020 and the voles have expanded their 

territory. Otters and fish have been seen in the stream. 

It has been a very good spring for flowers on the 

blackthorn and wild pear trees. The first apples and 

pears have appeared on the new fruit trees. 

 

The Green continues to be a much enjoyed resource, 

especially during the lockdown restrictions. We thank 

you for maintaining social distancing on the Green. 

Unfortunately, there have been a couple of incidents 

during the year of dogs running out of the Green and 

attacking livestock. Please keep your dog(s) under 

control. Sadly, dog poo is a continuing problem, 

particularly in the long grass, and the real heroes not 

only pick up after their own dog but also any other 

dogs' deposits they happen to discover.  

 

The Thorverton Millennium Green Trust is a charity 

dependent on donations for its future financial 

security; do think of us when making charitable 

donations or drawing up a will. We are very grateful 

for the generous contributions received this year. We 

receive visits, donations and appreciative comments 

from people who live in Thorverton, the local area, and 

far beyond, including Australia. 

 

In September 2020, we had the very sad news that 

Richard Turner-Warwick had passed away. He had 

devoted 20 years of his retirement to help set up and 

maintain the Green. Sadly, Roy Barton, a much-valued 

former Trustee, passed away in February 2021, and a 

tree was planted in his memory in May. Two of our 

Trustees have stepped down this year; Gillian Bathe, 

and Kim Lee. We thank them very much for their 

many years of service to the Green. Maggie Dunlop 

has stepped down as secretary; we are very grateful for 

her five years of excellent organisation. We welcome 

Peter Hargood as our new secretary.  

 

The following comment from last year's report still 

applies. We look forward to the coming year and the 

eventual lifting of the pandemic restrictions. Please 

remember the Green is not just for dog walkers, and 

we hope everyone in the community and visitors 

continue to enjoy this valuable village amenity. 

John Spivey, Chairman TMGT    
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Recipe 
 

Pumpkin Soup 

 

2lb (1 kg) Pumpkin flesh cut into large chunks 

2 cloves garlic 

4 tablespoons rapeseed or olive oil 

2 teaspoons paprika or curry powder 

1 tablespoon tomato puree 

1 1/2 pints (1 litre) vegetable stock 

A little milk, and 1oz (25g) butter 

 

Cook pumpkin, oil and garlic gently in a large 

saucepan for a few minutes. 

Add paprika or curry powder, tomato puree and stock. 

Bring to the boil then simmer until the pumpkin is soft.  

Allow to cool then puree with a blender or food 

processor. 

Season with salt and pepper and finish the soup with 

milk and butter.  

This is good with homemade bread. 

 

Paul Cleave 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
The doctrine of vicarious liability imposes liability on 

one party for the wrongful acts of another. A good 

example of the operation of the doctrine can be found 

in the circumstances where an employer is liable for 

the torts, e.g., negligence, of their employee committed 

during the course of the employee’s employment. 

 

A corresponded to The Sunday Times Money section 

sought advice following an incident in August. The 

driver of a Jewson building merchants truck had 

smashed into and destroyed the gate of her property 

whilst making a delivery. The truck proved to be much 

wider than the gateway as in addition to destroying the 

gate, it knocked down a substantial gatepost and one 

supporting wall. Not unreasonably, the correspondent 

sought to claim the cost of replacing the gate from 

Jewson. A claim was submitted in the sum of £2,511; 

Jewson responded by saying that as the gate was not 

new when it was destroyed, and because their 

insurance policy is not “old for new”, (think they 

possibly meant “new for old”), they would only pay 

half the value of the gate. 

Clearly, Jewson had misunderstood the nature of 

insurance which is to indemnify the policy holder 

against losses covered by the risks which have been 

insured against. The injured party is not particularly 

concerned with the insurance arrangements made by 

the insured and their insurance provider. The benefit to 

the injured party is that the insurer will pay the 

damages, on behalf of the insured, up to the maximum 

sum covered by the terms of the insurance policy. 

 

The policy does not act to limit the liability of the 

wrongdoer, which appears to be the view taken by 

Jewson. The correspondent had asked Jewson if they 

could repair or make good the existing gate so that she 

would not be out of pocket. Jewson refused and 

advised that a claim could be made on the 

correspondent’s own insurance, or they could 

commence legal proceedings. 

 

If the position were as Jewson seemed to believe, 

namely, that one can limit one’s liability simply by 

taking out the minimum of insurance cover, or indeed, 

not bothering to insure against particular risks, except 

in those instances where insurance of a particular 

nature is compulsory, then that is what many people 

would choose to do. The purpose of insurance is to 

guard against the possibility of having to meet the 

whole or part of any financial liability from one’s own 

pocket. 

 

Whether the attitude adopted by Jewson was a 

deliberate ploy aimed at avoiding meeting their 

liability in full, or a simple misunderstanding, as 

suggested above, we will never know. Fortunately, Jill 

Insley of The Sunday Times money section contacted 

Jewson’s parent company Saint-Gobain and asked that 

the matter be reconsidered. The correspondent had 

managed to capture the incident on video, with sound, 

so that the splintering of wood and the crashing bricks 

could be both seen and heard. Saint-Gobain considered 

the evidence and agreed that the repair costs of £2,511 

should be paid in full. 

That disposes of the matter as between Jewson and the 

correspondent.  Turning now to a consideration of the 

relationship between the employer and the employee, 

an employee must exercise reasonable skill in carrying 

out their duties under their contract of employment. 

We can safely assume that the driver of the truck failed 

in this regard. In such circumstances where it is sought 

to make the employer vicariously liable, the employer 

and the employee are treated as joint tortfeasors. If the 

matter comes before a court, the court may, if it feels it 

would be just and equitable to do so, order both the 

employer and the employee to contribute to the 

financial liability having regard to the extent of their 

responsibility for the damage.  

 

The employee, in failing to exercise reasonable skill in 

carrying out their duties under their contract of 

employment would be in breach of that contract which, 

in turn, would allow the employer to recover from the 

employee any damages which the employer is required 

to pay as a result of the doctrine of vicarious liability. 

This was demonstrated, somewhat controversially, in 

Lister -v- Romford Ice and Cold Storage Co [1957]. 
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Martin Lister, a driver with the RIandCS Co, 

negligently ran over a fellow employee who happened 

to be his father, and who also happened to be named 

Martin. The company was vicariously liable to the 

father but successfully recouped the damages they had 

to pay by suing the son for breach of his employment 

contract.  

It is, however, very unlikely that an employer, except 

in very exceptional circumstances, would seek to 

exercise their right of recovery. 

 

This raises the question whether an insurance company 

which pays damages on behalf of the employer as a 

consequence of the employee’s negligence can 

likewise recover from the employee. The right to do so 

was built on the argument of subrogation, namely that 

the insurance company could stand in the shoes of the 

employer and, in so doing, recover any monies that 

they had been obliged to pay out under the contract of 

insurance. The point has ceased to be of any practical 

importance as a result of an informal agreement among 

insurance companies not to enforce their rights of 

subrogation in this respect in the absence of fraud. 

This informal agreement is now adhered to by the 

British Insurance Association and Lloyds. 

Additionally, many insurance policies contain a waiver 

of the right to subrogate. 

 

Clive Hamblin. 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

WI Report for October 2021 
Thorverton WI met with a speaker for the first time 

since March 2020.  Most members were able to attend 

the very interesting talk by Helen Muir.  Helen was 

accompanied by a friend who was blind and brought 

along her very well behaved guide dog.  Helen, a 

Devon girl herself, who had previously worked for the 

NHS, told us that she had got involved with Talking 

Newspapers because her Mum had suffered from 

glaucoma and enjoyed relating the news to everyone 

which she had read in the Mid Devon Messenger. 

 

Helen explained that the Lions Club had developed the 

newspaper, which was now fifty years old.  At first it 

was produced on tapes, then CDs and now it is on 

memory sticks.  The Talking Newspaper is available to 

anyone in need, Parkinsons Sufferers, people who have 

had strokes, people with arthritis who may find it 

difficult to hold a newspaper, anyone with sight 

problems – the list is endless.  The main aim of the 

Newspaper is to help reduce social isolation, as well as 

keeping folk up to speed with what is happening in the 

local area. 

 

The Mid Devon Messenger is a registered charity 

which is entirely self-funded by organisations in the 

Local Community.  The cost to equip a new member 

with a playing machine is £80.  At present there are 

about a hundred listeners, and fifty five volunteers.  

Before Covid, recording was done in a dedicated room 

at Heathcoat’s Factory, but now takes place at the Old 

Heathfield Community Hall.  Recordings are made one 

day, these are then copied onto memory sticks the 

following day and sent out to individuals. 

News is taken from the Tiverton Gazette, the Culm 

Valley Gazette, Community Notices are read, new 

listeners are welcomed, birthdays mentioned, cookery 

items may be included and also book reviews from 

time to time.  Each recording lasts about 90 minutes. 

Providing Broadband is good, the Mid Devon 

Messenger can be accessed on a Smart Phone or on 

Alexa, or through a members own loaned machine.  

Helen amazed the WI Ladies in her explanation of the 

smooth running service which keeps so many folk 

connected to events of the Community. 

 

Coming Events 

2nd November at 2.30pm – Thorverton in Wartime, 

talk by Alex Fice.                                            

Competition –   Wartime Memento. 

27th November from 10 o’clock – WI Christmas 

Coffee Morning and Market 

7th December at 2.30pm – WI Federation Carol 

Service in the Cathedral, members only 

Afternoon Tea and Social for members not attending 

Carol Service 

18th December from 10 o’clock – WI Coffee Morning 

and Market 

 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, from 2.30pm – 

Welcome Café – Tea, coffee, cake and company.  

Everyone welcome. 

 

Judy Bright 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
November update 

 

Not much to report this month. League matches 

continue, coaching sessions continue - both for adult 

and junior members - and club sessions continue. The 

committee has had quite a lot to deal with over the last 

couple of years, what with court resurfacing, new 

lighting, the cricket ball protection net, and of course 

covid,  so a period of calm may be quite welcome! 

 

We always welcome new members, so for any 

information please check out our website 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk or talk to our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Thorverton Ladies Group 
After the enforced period with no meetings, we were 

pleased to be able to reconvene and decide how we 

should take the group forward. 

 

 It was agreed that we should continue to meet up on a 

monthly basis during the winter months for the 

company and chat that we all enjoy. We will continue 

to pay a £2 a meeting sub and will donate to a charity 

(to be agreed between us) with this money.  

 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 18th November 

at 7.30 pm and Sue Vooght has kindly offered to host 

on this occasion. Please note that normally meetings 

will be the second Thursday of each month. If you 

have any queries regarding this please contact Sue 

Batty on 01392 860140. 

Gillian Perry 

 

 

Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 

(Part 6a) Hamlet 
 

Hamlet for me is the greatest of all Shakespeare's 

plays. It has drama, comedy, mystery, passion and 

poetry as unforgettable as the characters themselves.  

What follows is just a guide to the play, not a 

substitute. 
 

The hero is portrayed with such subtlety and force and 

his dilemma is so basic and so real that he becomes an 

actual human being in our minds, and he continues to 

exert a compelling fascination in every country and 

throughout every age. The play is Shakespeare's 

longest, and I shall try and convey what happens and 

what makes it special for me. Please hang on to the 

various editions of Focus as they appear as this will 

ensure continuity. 
 

The play opens in Denmark on a cold and dark winter's 

night while the guard is being changed on the 

battlements of the royal castle of Elsinore. Their abrupt 

exchange shows that the guards are nervous. On two 

successive nights a ghost has appeared on the 

battlements with a face like that of the dead King of 

Denmark, Hamlet's father.  
 

Horatio, Hamlet's best friend, has been told of the 

apparition but he does not believe it, and one of the 

guards brings him to the battlements so that he can see 

for himself. 
 

The ghost appears. Horatio tries to speak to it but it 

stalks away. Perhaps it will speak to Hamlet, and he 

decides to go and tell the dead king's son.  Hamlet is in 

one of the great ceremonial rooms of the castle, 

watching the behaviour of his uncle Claudius, who is 

now King of Denmark, having married Hamlet's 

mother and ascended the throne of Hamlet's dead 

father.  Hamlet, still wearing black for his father, 

regards Claudius with suspicion.  He has an inkling 

that all is not well, and this shows both in his abrupt 

manner and in his words.       
 

KING:  But now my cousin Hamlet and my son. 

HAMLET: A little more than kin, and less than kind. 

KING:  How is it that the clouds still hang on you? 

HAMLET:  Not so my lord, I am too much i' the sun. 
 

Hamlet's word play on 'kin' and 'kind' and also 'sun' 

and 'son' is brilliant. He implies that he is more than 

just a relation, and we can tell that he does not regard 

the King kindly.  He is his father's son, and later, 

though he does not yet know it, he will feel bound to 

revenge him. Such subtlety of word play is typical of 

this complex man. Hamlet is both gentle and cruel, 

loving and vindictive, deeply reflective and impulsive, 

a lion as well as a dove. Singly these judgements are 

wrong. Together they form "mighty opposites" or as 

Shakespeare also put it, "These contraries such unity 

do hold." They do indeed, and to me he is the most 

fascinating creation in literature. 
 

The King and Queen leave the room with their 

courtiers, and Hamlet is left alone: 
 

                      O God,God! 

       How weary, flat, stale and unprofitable 

       Seem to me all the uses of this world.... 
 

This is Hamlet's first soliloquy or aside in which he 

confides his thoughts to us.  We feel for him in his 

despair. It is not only his father's sudden death but the 

even greater shock of his mother's remarriage to a man 

he cannot stand that now affects him. Horatio enters, 

and Hamlet welcomes his best friend with relief 

bordering on joy. 
 

Horatio tells him that the ghost of his dead father has 

returned to haunt the battlements, and Hamlet is 

profoundly moved: "Indeed, indeed sirs, but this 

troubles me." 
 

He arranges to watch for the ghost's return with 

Horatio and two officers that very night. 
 

Polonius, the pompous talkative Lord Chamberlin, is 

giving his son some sound advice (Shakespeare shows 

a fool can talk good sense) before slyly setting a spy to 

report on what the young man gets up to in Paris. 
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Polonius is convinced he is doing it for Laertes' good, 

and it is for what he believes is his daughter's benefit 

that he orders her to see no more of Hamlet. 
 

Ophelia is very upset for she loves the prince. She later 

reports that Hamlet breaks in on her while she sits 

sewing, his face white as his shirt. She cannot 

understand his behaviour. 
 

He looks like a man who had seen hell, grips her wrist, 

stares at her face as if memorising it and then backs 

out of the room with his eyes fixed like a man 

possessed.  Polonius, greatly shocked by this 

unforeseen development, decides that Hamlet has been 

driven insane by unrequited love, and dashes off to tell 

the King.  
 

Why does Hamlet turn against Ophelia? Loving and 

honourably loved by Hamlet, she finds herself 

dishonourably employed as a decoy by her own father 

- "I'll loose my daughter to him." It is only when 

Hamlet overhears the eves-dropping plot that he turns 

on her, treating her as if she were a common prostitute. 

It is this, with the murder of her father by the man she 

loves, that eventually results in her madness. 
 

Hamlet and Horatio meet on the battlements. They 

wait in the cold and dark, and from below comes the 

sound of drunken revelry. 
 

Suddenly the ghost appears and beckons to him. His 

friends try to stop him but Hamlet will not listen, 

insisting on following the steel-clad figure until - 

"Speak! I will go no further." 
 

The ghost turns and speaks, and what he reveals 

shakes Hamlet to the core. The King his father did not 

die naturally. He was poisoned by his brother, 

Claudius, who stole his life, his crown and his queen, 

and now rules Denmark in his place. 
 

The dead King has returned to demand Hamlet avenge 

his murder while not hurting his mother, the woman all 

three men love. "Leave her to heaven." 
 

His friends can make no sense of what he says, and 

even Horatio, who loves him, is disturbed by his "wild 

and whirling words." 
 

The ghost vanishes, leaving Hamlet shaken almost to 

hysteria by hatred of his uncle. "O villain, villain, 

smiling damned villain."  He has to decide what form 

his revenge ought to take. This subtle, intelligent, 

civilised man only knows that from now on revenge 

must rule his life - he must turn himself into a ruthless 

instrument to avenge his murdered father. To do this 

he is convinced that secrecy is vital, and with the 

ghost's support offstage he makes the three men swear 

they will not reveal what they have seen and heard that 

night.  Once they have taken the oath Hamlet 

remembers his normal courtesy, but his heart is heavy 

with the burden that has been placed upon it. 
 

          The time is out of joint, O cursed spite 

          That ever I was born to set it right. 

  

Critics across the centuries have agreed that it is now 

Hamlet's duty to kill his murderous uncle, and they 

view his delay in so doing as his fatal flaw. I for one 

disagree. I see his avoidance of blood revenge both as 

a sign of his conscience and of his strength of 

character. His delay is caused by his scrupulous desire 

to determine the evidence for himself, and the rest of 

this marvellous play is taken up with this and with his 

subsequent plans for revenge. 
 

… to be continued 
 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

 

 

 

New Dam  
The heavy rain of the evening of 20 Oct overflowed 

the new dam and washed away the original dam 

allowing the stream to bypass the pipeline entrance. 

John Spivey 
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Bulb Planting 

 

As part of the Village Tidy-Up Day, 9 people planted some 500 mixed daffodil/narcissus bulbs around the village. 

This should give us a lovely splash of yellow in the spring. The main areas planted were on the bank at the entrance to 

Raddon Road, at the top of The Glebe, at the entrance to the Quarry Car Park, outside the Memorial Hall and opposite 

Court Barton Close. The bulbs were obtained from Allies Mid Devon who set a target of planting 130,000 bulbs 

across Mid Devon to create beautiful areas in the towns and villages, and to remember the lives lost to Covid19. 

Thank you to all who helped with the planting. 
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Rambling about Rambling 
 

Pursuing post-pandemic pre-prandial  

perambulations round the village 

 Back in the seventies, I was a teacher at a 

large Midlands comprehensive school.  After lunch, 

someone in the staff room would often propose a post-

prandial perambulation around the substantial school 

grounds and playing fields.  In Thorverton, my 

peregrinations tend to be pre-prandial as I like to go 

out early in the morning with the prospect of breakfast 

spurring me on during the walk. 

  

I regularly pass by the site over Fairoak where 

formerly a local landmark, a great oak tree, spread its 

branches towards the sky.  Alas, nothing remains of it 

now.  It crashed to the ground during a mighty storm 

several years ago and it is difficult to be sure of where 

exactly it once stood, so thoroughly has nature 

reclaimed her rights over the ground.  ‘How are the 

mighty fallen’ is the Bible text that occurs to me on 

Fairoak, a reference from the Old Testament to the 

noble deaths on the battlefield of King Saul and his 

son Jonathan but a lament also applicable to oak trees. 

  

As I walk alongside the fence marking off the field 

where Herbie Parr used to keep his horses, I am struck 

by the workmanship that has gone into erecting a new 

fence.  As I emerge onto the lane I am even more 

impressed by the judicious mix of old and new wood - 

and the distinctive scent of the latter - which 

characterises the gates that are the result of the remake. 

 The old five bar gate has been re-sited and the 

weathered  hue of the old smaller gate sits between 

two panels of the lighter new in a pleasing 

combination which is also a striking example of the 

recycling so necessary if our planet is to prosper. 

  

Once in the lanes, the wary walker has constantly to 

remember that he shares them with others - cyclists, 

motorists and drivers of heavier vehicles such as 

tractors and lorries, to name but a few.  The danger 

from cyclists is the most insidious.  How I appreciate it 

when they call out a hearty ‘Good morning’ or ‘Hi 

there’ and thus announce their presence.  Sadly, this 

is not always so, with the result that the first indication 

you have of that presence is a swish of tyres as they 

hurtle by within a foot of you, leaving you to ponder 

on what would have happened if you had just chanced 

at that precise moment to take a step in the wrong 

direction.  Haven’t modern bikes got bells any more? 

  

Of course, motorists can be seen and heard as they 

approach.  Usually they are careful to slow down and 

even wave a friendly greeting.  Only the odd one will 

drive like a madman, not acknowledging that just 

because you are allowed to drive at sixty miles an hour 

in a given situation doesn’t mean you have to.   Again, 

coming into the village, the occasional driver will 

forget that the fact that you are allowed to drive in a 

built up area at thirty miles an hour by no means 

implies that you must. 

  

It is the large vehicles that pose the biggest problem, 

simply because of their bulk.  The pedestrian is happy 

to lean into the hedge so that the tractor, the tanker or 

the huge delivery lorry can pass. Very occasionally 

you will come across a juggernaut which literally fills 

up the whole space between the hedgerows, leaving 

you no choice but to walk on rapidly to the nearest 

passing point to allow it to go by.  Fortunately this is 

rare but not unknown. 

  

This reflection on ‘Large vehicles I have encountered’ 

leads naturally to ‘Dogs I have met,’ usually on 

occasions while walking a neighbour’s dogs.  This is 

often a friendly encounter but not always.  My charges 

are tiny and sometimes affected by what I call 

‘small dog syndrome’ which causes them to bark and 

strain at the leash when encountering other dogs. 

 Fortunately, actual contact is usually avoided, which 

is fortunate for them for if there were actually a battle 

they would certainly come off worst.  Cats too bring 

out the worst in them but feline fleetness of foot has so 

far avoided any physical contact. 

  

Two final reflections on perambulations round the 

village: the first is the daily opportunity to inspect the 

progress of the building site behind Broadlands.  At 

this stage there are actually some houses going up, but 

as I am reliably informed that the price of some of 

them is in the region of three quarters of a million I 

rather fear that not many young couples from the 

village will be applying to live there.  Then, finally, I 

enjoy my weekly role as a paper boy and take 

particular pleasure as I walk round in contrasting the 

varying ways in which different elements of the press 

express the news in their headlines.  Here’s one 

example of this contrast among many: "Priti: I’ll lock 

up the eco mob" / "Police tackling M25 Insulate 

Britain protesters set to receive more powers." 

  

Happy walking! 

   

Maurice Harrison 

 

The Sky at Night  
November 2021 
 
November sky. On the 8th, look up to find the almost 

‘quarter moon’ in the Southern sky and the bright star 

close by is Venus. Similar ‘fly-bys’ of Saturn and 

Jupiter will happen on the 10th and 11th respectively. 

On the 19th will be the Full Moon, so stargazing will 
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be restricted. On the 17th and 18th, the Leonid meteor 

shower will peak after midnight.  

 

Exotic demons 4. Black holes 2. Quasars: The demon 

bites. 

We’ve considered the essence of black holes - the 

singularity. But their influence & effects reach far 

further than one might imagine. Their effective size 

relies on the immense gravitational field around them. 

It’s called the ‘event horizon’ and, apart from 

‘gravity’, nothing can escape once inside. If the 

universe possesses any morals then these objects are 

truly evil incarnate. They take no prisoners, although 

they do leave a calling card.... 

Black holes’ event horizons are spherical but come in a 

wide range of sizes, according to the latest theories. 

Improbably, they also spin! The hugest behemoths are 

as large as our Solar System (mind you, 1,000,000,000 

suns, or more, are to be found within). At the other end 

of the scale, the very earliest in the history of the 

Universe are thought to be merely the size of an atom, 

or two. Plenty of room for several hundred stars then! 

These primordial imps are expected to have punched 

their way through sedentary objects like our Moon and 

the latest research is aimed at testing such an idea.  

The startling first image of a black hole (in Galaxy 

M87) was captured from eight telescopes (called 

‘Event horizon’). Subsequently, it has been improved 

to show the lines of the magnetic field in the super-hot 

gases as they are drawn in, inexorably, towards 

oblivion as the first photo shows (courtesy of 

European Southern Observatory). Polarised light 

clearly shows the intense lines of magnetic field at 

even so very large a distance. When it comes to black 

holes, all numbers are large and it’s a staggering 

1,000,000,000Gb of data that were needed to 

constitute this single image. 

Photo 1   

Originally thought to be nearby stars, quasars are now 

known to be the furthest, oldest and brightest objects 

in the universe. As the material of a surrounding 

galaxy is sucked in to the central black hole (at a rate 

of ten stars every year) there naturally forms a 

spinning disc where the friction between falling 

particles becomes so intense that up to a third of all the 

material is converted into radiation of pure energy 

(remember that less than one percent of mass is 

converted in nuclear weapons and inside stars like our 

Sun). Every wavelength (colour) of light and all 

imaginable wavelengths of the entire electromagnetic 

spectrum (micro, radio, gamma, X-ray, etc) are spewed 

out as the inferno, rotating about the black hole, 

resolves all stuff into escaping energy or doomed 

matter. 

 

Another image (below) indicates the colossal jet of fast 

particles exiting the area, seemingly coming from the 

massive, hot ball of incandescent gas whose diameter 

is four times the size of Pluto’s orbit! In reality, it 

comes from the very heart of the fiery ball, where the 

black hole lurks. Undoubtedly it had several stars for 

dinner. 

Photo 2 

 The same light that takes 8minutes to reach us from 

our Sun, would take  

6,000 years to travel along the entire jet. It is thought 

that the intense magnetic fields, depicted in the image, 

eject some particles at the very highest speeds required 

to prevent them from falling into the black hole. The 

whole image is equivalent to the size of a credit card 

dropped by accident on the surface of the Moon! A 

video of this jet, set deep within the vastness of Space 

is shown here: 

 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/most-detailed-black-

hole-photograph-1955942 

 

If such a jet were to point towards Earth, and therefore 

be far more visible, then this active galactic centre 

would be quaintly termed a Blazar. 

 

Much of the categorisation of cosmic entities is 

subjective, depending on the way we originally viewed 

them. Different classes of quasar are differentiated by 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/most-detailed-black-hole-photograph-1955942
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/most-detailed-black-hole-photograph-1955942
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factors such as their size, distance, speed and angle to 

the viewer. One type emits huge quantities of radio 

waves. The light from another is so blocked by 

awkward dust that it changes the consistency and 

‘colour’ of the radiation.  

 

About a million quasars are now known to exist and, 

being so remote and ancient, they give some clue as to 

the obscure formation of the first galaxies during the 

childhood of the universe. The oldest were formed 

when the universe was around 700m years old, 14bn 

years ago! 

 

Just like galaxies, quasars can merge, but not before 

doing their own version of Strictly Come Dancing. The 

mass of a mature galaxy is likely to be split roughly 

50:50 between the stars and the black hole core. A bit 

like the yolk and white in an egg. As two galaxies 

collide, the binary quasars negotiate when and where 

they will come together like two yolks forming a slow 

omelette. Meanwhile, the other stars in the merging 

galaxies do their own dancing, generally avoiding each 

other in an awkward, convoluted display of dizzy, 

rotating seesaw until final equilibrium. Try Googling 

‘merging galaxies’ to discover the plethora of majestic 

shapes and forms created. A handy 20s animation of 

our Milky Way merging with the nearby Andromeda 

galaxy is given here: 

 

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/andromeda-

milky-way-galaxy-black-hole-collision-simulation 

 

Don’t worry, that’s not happening any time soon. Even 

though Andromeda is so close, it takes up a window in 

the sky equivalent to 100 full moons! As usual, that 

thought leaves us something foreboding to mull over. 

 

Peter Hargood 

 

Thorverton AFC 

- 16 October – Thoverton 1sts 2 Axminster Town 

2nds 0 

Thorverton 1sts took on Axminster Town 2nds looking 

to get back to winning ways after the defeat versus 

Lapford the week before.  

Manager, Ben Mills, took the opportunity to give those 

on the fringe a chance, with Els Allen and Charlie 

Hayward coming in, with both having had to be patient 

for their starts. Both played well with Charlie winning 

the MotM award by a distance. 

Throughout, the defence was solid and never looked 

like conceding. 

 

The midfield got on the ball a lot and we played some 

good football, regularly creating good chances, with 

their keeper the star of the show and keeping them in 

the game. 

We went in one up at halftime due to Jake Ebdon 

poaching a goal. 

Ryan Moody continued to create chances, often sent 

through from balls by Kieran Smith. Ryan hit the 

target 4,325 times with the keeper saving 4,325 of the 

chances. 

Lee Radford who had a turn on the bench, following a 

couple of Fridays drinking and having missed training, 

came on to continue his scoring run, ensuring we 

ended the game 2-0 winners. 

Next week can't come quick enough. 

9 October – Lapford 3 Thorverton 1sts 0 

We travelled to take on the current Premier champions 

Lapford. 

Going up the slope first half, we were excellent. Every 

man got stuck in, winning their duels. Hensor was like 

Kante in breaking up the play, with Landy putting in a 

cracking performance in front of him. At the back, 

Broome got the nod over Matt Smith due to his 

physicality at right back. Evo, Drew & Broome won 

their duels throughout. 

Skipper Ben Stevens was monumental, it was like 

watching the moon repeatedly headbutt a peanut, such 

was his aerial dominance. 

Moody missed an early chance yet the strikers Smithy, 

Moody and Rads were moving and looking 

threatening. 

A cracking free kick from Ben Stevens was latched 

onto with aplomb by Rads to nut home and put us one 

up at half time. 

Going down the slope 2nd half it felt as though the 

hard work had been done. Unfortunately, our players 

thought that too whereas Lapford had other ideas and 

fought hard to turn the tables. 

Everything we did to them 1st half they did to us in the 

2nd half. We were caught trying to play their game 

rather than our own. A lesson to learn is that bravery 

for us is to play neat football and back each other to do 

it.  

All three goals conceded came from set pieces we 

never dealt with. The pick was the 2nd that their 

midfielder hit from 20 yards into the top corner. 

To concede three was harsh on Harry in goal; although 

we have no complaints about the defeat. Let's see what 

we can do in the return game. 

A final comment on the ref, Wayne Lloyd. He had an 

excellent game in what was a keenly fought contest by 

two teams with ambitions to win the Premier. 

2 October – Thorverton 1sts 6 Colyton 3 

Although it rained all day, the water ran off the slope 

leaving a pitch firm to the stud. 

As is now becoming customary, we coughed up early 

goals to the visitors Colyton, slipping to an early 0-2 

deficit. 

The team kept their composure and worked hard. 

Kieran Smith had a chance from two yards. The save 

from their keeper was first class, so no blame was 

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/andromeda-milky-way-galaxy-black-hole-collision-simulation
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/andromeda-milky-way-galaxy-black-hole-collision-simulation
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apportioned for the missed chance. Kieran produced 

moments of class throughout to provide chances to the 

other two forwards. He also was brought down for a 

penalty.  

Lee Radford gave another man of the match display, 

scoring a hattrick (two of which were penalties). Ryan 

Moody popped up with a brace, and won a penalty. 

Peter Eveleigh notched one although there was some 

debate about whether it should have stood. The ref 

over-ruled the linesman, leading to a sin bin for the 

keeper. 

Pete Hensor was monumental in midfield, winning 

tackles, breaking up the play and recycling possession, 

ably assisted by Broomey beside him. Ebdon and Matt 

Smith provided the width, whilst protecting the flanks 

of the three CBs: Eveleigh, Stevens and Drew. 

Skipper Ben Stevens had a good game this week.  

Half time 2-3. Full Time 6-3. 

Next week we travel to Lapford for a hotly anticipated 

contest. We will need to be up for this if we are to take 

points of last season's deserved winners. 

 

25 September - Cheriton Fitzpaine 2nds 1 

Thorverton 2nds 4 

A depleted 2nds earned a cracking result at the 

Cherries. 

With 1sts calling up GK, Justin Land, manager Joshua 

Kallaway, put the gloves on. We were also missing 

several with injuries or through being away.  

James Vanstone was the only striker and had to lead 

the line on his own. Tick, job done.  

Debutant Cameron Bastyan's cross flew over the head 

of their goalie to put us one up. After 30 mins a thigh 

injury pulled Cameron up, meaning we had to turn to 

the legs of Webby, aged 44 9/12ths, to go left midfield. 

The management team of Kals & Alan Whitfield, gave 

the team a formation and blueprint to best utilise the 

talent of everyone playing. A few were in unfamiliar 

positions; namely, James Pointing in centre midfield 

and Bailey Carbines on the right wing but all did the 

jobs asked (with minimal moaning.... just don't ask 

Bailey about water bottles).  

The defence only allowed two to three shots and then 

Kallaway was well positioned to save. Kals kicking 

was excellent too. 

Captain fantastic, Chris Stoneman-Harlow, was all 

action and high energy, valiantly getting forward time 

after time to ensure Vanstone was never isolated. 

Vanstone scored his first to take us to half time, two 

up. 

Harry, Lil Chris, Kyle and Will continued to defend 

well as we pressed for the third to kill the game. 

With ten minutes to go, as legs tired, they got a goal. 

Were we going to need to dig deep to see the game to a 

close? 

Like heck - as Harrison Chudley took matters into his 

own hands - and looking like David Beckham albeit in 

a carnival mirror, scored an absolute peach from his 

own half. It was meant. 

The opposition deflated and Vanny, not to be outdone 

got to a clearance from a corner, sprinted to pick the 

ball up before their keeper got there and banged it in 

from the halfway line as they desperately chased back. 

MotM veteran James Pointing. 

 

21 September - Kentisbeare 1 Thorverton 1sts 1 

We were expecting a test of our aspirations to perform 

well in the Premier division, and we got one. 

On the one hand, we controlled possession, our 

defence was not overly tested and the midfield was in 

charge. On the other hand, their defence was resolute 

and we allowed our frustrations at not being more 

threatening in the final third to affect the way we 

needed to play. A case, perhaps, of too many 

individuals wanting the team to play the way to suit 

them rather than thinking a little more about what 

would suit the team.  

That comment may be harsh and borne from the same 

frustration the players felt, as credit should go to the 

opposition who kept their shape and neutralised us. 

The opening goal was a mistake by skipper Ben 

Stevens; highlighting the need for an early shout to 

avoid confusion. Even if not winning the header, the 

communication would have allowed the other 

defenders to position themselves appropriately (and at 

least made it their error!). The ball bounced between 

CBs allowing their player an unhurried shot, which he 

finished. Harsh on GK Slack who did nothing wrong 

all game.  

At that point, we felt goals from us would come. The 

best chance in the 1st half came from Smithy sniffing a 

chance from their keeper by gambling that he would 

spill. Unfortunately, the angle was too tight to finish 

the self-created chance. A further chance fell, with 

Smithy hitting a sweet volley but it alas hit their 

defender. 

In the 2nd half we continued to apply pressure yet 

were creating few clear cut chances. Eventually a cross 

saw the ball fall to Lee Radford who poached an 

equaliser. 

Matty Smith came on at fullback and added impetus 

down the right. 

Towards the end, the best chance fell to sub Izaak 

Blatchford who missed a decent chance, having failed 

to hit the target, so it was not to be. 

Despite our team working hard, it felt like two points 

dropped but we remain unbeaten. 

MotM - Aaron Land 

 

 

12 September – Thorverton 1sts 4 Lyme Regis 3 

A see-saw game at The Rec ended with Thorverton 

1sts beating Lyme Regis 4-3. 



Focus on Thorverton  26   Vol 52 No. 10 November 2021 
 

 

With Manager Mills missing the game due to personal 

reasons (mainly, he was sat in a field listening to 80s 

rock), Jimmy Stephens stepped up to lead. 

The action commenced immediately, with Moody 

going through with their keeper making a good save. 

The ball was hoofed upfield and an underhit pass by 

Harry Drew led to a goal in the first minute. 

An error, but could we keep our composure and carry 

on? No, and in keeping with a Carry On film, Hensor 

failed to chase a ball he thought was going out which 

did not. He then got back, got rounded, to see their 

player slot in well from an acute angle. 

Five minutes in, 2-0 down, with two big contenders for 

numpty of the day. To be fair, neither numpty let it 

affect their games, with both having good games. 

For the rest of the half, we bombarded them and fought 

back well. Moody, with a header, Lee Radford & Jake 

Ebdon (with a great long pass assist from Evo) all 

scoring to ensure we led 3-2 at half time. 

We felt another goal would flow and the game would 

be won. Lyme Regis had other ideas, however, as their 

midfield competed with ours and the second half was a 

more evenly contested affair. 

A long ball caused a mix up, and a good flick by their 

striker, put his colleague in who chipped in. 3-3 all, 

game on, and nerves on edge. 

Peter Eveleigh made the challenge of the game to deny 

the opposition a chance in the box. He stretched his 

go-go gadget leg and won the ball cleanly, with the 

ball glued to the outstretched limb. Evo-stik. 

A free kick led to a dangerous ball into the box. Home 

goalkeeper, Harry Slack, bravely came through the 

bodies and the inevitable collision impacted on his 

nose, with a bit of claret spilling onto the turf. 

The delay led to several minutes of injury time. We 

were going to have to settle for a point but Lee 

Radford had other ideas. The ball dropped to him and 

he just needed to carry it into the box and slot home. 

Why did he shoot early, and from outside the box? The 

wrong choice was not an issue as the ball crunched 

satisfyingly into the back of the net for Thorverton to 

win a thriller 4-3. 

4 September – Thorverton 2nds 2 Dawlish 3rds 0 

Thorverton 2nds win 2-0 against visitors Dawlish 3rds. 

We had sympathies for them, as they had the bare 

eleven due to last minute call ups from their other two 

teams. 

Goalkeeper, Justin Land, will be happy with the clean 

sheet although as always he has the demeanour of a 

bear chewing a wasp, so it is hard to tell. 

The back three marshalled their attack well, although 

the opposition did get two good chances. Points 

unfortunately slipped that gave them a one-on-one and 

their second chance was when Kyle was turned inside 

out and their attacker attempted to lob our GK. Both 

chances were missed. 

At the other end, MotM, Bailey Carbines with Harry 

Chudley and Pete Hensor were controlling the midfield 

tempo. The latter getting fitness into his legs having 

finished his cricket. 

Chris Stoneman (to use his married name) got his 

bonce on a corner to open the scoring. HT 1-0. 

We struggled to kill the game off, missing several half 

chances, with their keeper performing well. Eventually 

Hensor drilled one in from 25 yards that ended 

matters. FT 2-0. 

Spectators: Ray, Ben Rice & Charlie Hooper. 

 

Colin Goodwin 

Poetry 
On Relationships  

Remembering Martin Buber, who first drew the 

"I-thou" distinction. 

"To live for love, the lost country of man's 

longing", Richard Eberhart. 

 

"I"cannot be taken alone. 

"I" is always in relationship, 

With others, nature or with art. 

As I become "I", I say "Thou" 

With my entire being. "Thou art." 

 

We speak and "Thou" answers; 

"Thou" speaks, and we answer. 

Through  "Thou" we become 

Aware of "I";  who we are; 

"All real living is meeting." 

 

"I-It" is unreal in comparison; 

Our customary relation to 

Others, even to life itself. 

''It" is out there, objectified, 

Impersonal, apart from us.  

 

We use others; they use us; 

It is the way of the world. 

We see them, they us, partially. 

"I-Thou" involves the whole being; 

Ours and theirs, in relationship. 

 

We have been told to isolate 

Ourselves but we are already  

Isolates. We want to reach out, 

Touch others, but we are warned, 

"Keep a safe distance".  

  

So what is new?  
Andrew Hoellering 
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Trees of Thorverton  
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Adverts 
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Focus on Thorverton  31   Vol 52 No. 10 November 2021 
 

 

Puzzles 
 

I don’t usually give the solutions to the previous month’s puzzles unless someone asks for them, but this time I will 

give the answers to the three puzzles other than the Su Doku and Set Square. 

 

World Cup Qualifiers 

This was a great disappointment to me as there were in fact 

two possible answers. Congratulations to Graeme Culshaw 

who gave the solution below (as well as the Su Doku and 

Set Square puzzles). I have put this into grid form (from the 

information I gave we cannot tell which team was at home 

and which was away of course): 

 

E5 and E10 Petrol 

If I first filled up with E10 petrol on 15th 

September, and carried on filling up on the 15th 

of each month when my petrol tank was just 1/5 

full, it would be at the 15th December refill that 

my tank would first have less than 100 ml (1/10 

litre) of E5 petrol in it. The exact day between 

15th November and 15th December on which the 

level would have fallen below 100 ml depends of course on how evenly I was using petrol between the 15th of each 

month, an assumption that I did not give. The grid shows the E5 and E10 content at each refill. 

 

Find the Oddball 

Interestingly if you have nine balls of which one is 

heavier that the others (which all weigh the same), it 

would be possible to determine the heavier ball with 

just two weighings.  

 

First divide the balls into three sets of three. Weigh 

one triplet against another. If a pan goes down you 

know that the heavier ball must be in that pan; so pick 

any two of the balls and weigh them against one 

another; if they balance the heavy ball must be the 

third of the triplet which you set aside. 

 

If the two triplets balanced on the first weighing, the 

heavy ball must be in the remaining triplet, so you can 

weigh as above to find out which one is the heavier 

ball of that triplet. 

 

That brings us to this month’s Set Square puzzle: 

 

Each numeral from 1 to 9 must appear only once in the 

grid below, once completed, so that the calculations all 

work: 

 

 x 2 x  = 48 

x  +  x  

 +  ÷  = 1 

÷  +  +  

 x  +  = 41 

= 2  = 7  = 61  
 

 

 

 

And here is another Su Doku puzzle. This may prove 

a little more difficult than the puzzles I have been 

giving you up to now.   

 

As always, each horizontal and vertical line and each 

3x3 square must contain each of the numbers from one 

to nine:  

 

 9     1 6 4 

5      8   

    9     

    6 3    

  9 1  8 4  3 

   2 4   5  

7 4   8  6 3  

9     6 7   

6    3     

 

Happy puzzling.  

 

Neville Lane 

 It Swi NI Bul Lit 

Italy -  2-0 1-1,2-0 2-0 

Switzerland  -  3-1 1-0 

N.Ireland 0-2  - 0-0 4-1 

Bulgaria 1-1,0-2 1-3 0-0 -  

Lithuania 0-2 0-1 1-4  - 

Date Before refill (litres) After refill (litres) 

  Total E5 E10 Total E5 E10 

15-Sep 9 9 0 45 9 36 

15-Oct 9 1.8 7.2 45 1.8 43.2 

15-Nov 9 0.36 8.64 45 0.36 44.64 

15-Dec 9 0.072 8.928 45 0.072 44.928 
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Nature Notes  

On the night of 20th September Lin Balkwill and I 

decided to do moth trapping at the Millennium Green 

and this was not advertised as it was only organised a 

few days beforehand. The aim was to see if we could 

capture the large blue underwing moth called the 

Clifden Nonpareil. We set up two traps near the poplar 

trees as poplar and aspen are larval food plants of the 

moth. Unfortunately the night was cool in comparison 

to previous nights and we caught few moth species. On 

the other hand it was a clear night and we watched the 

harvest moon rise, saw Jupiter, Saturn and 

unexpectedly the International Space Station passed 

over. We heard tawny owls calling and saw a few bats 

on the wing. Here is what we caught. 

 

Name Number Name Number 

Green 

Carpet 

4 Sallow 1 

Snout 10 Dusky 

Thorn 

1 

Common 

Wainscot 

1 Garden 

Rose 

Tortrix 

1 

Small 

Square-spot 

2 Common 

Marbled 

Carpet 

1 

 

Snout larvae feed on nettle and Green Carpet on 

bedstraws of which goose grass also known as cleavers 

is very common around here.  

 

I received an email from Jim Hamilton who had a very 

interesting sighting of a wryneck bathed in sunlight 

sitting on a bare bough of one of the old oak trees at 

Raddon Court. It stayed there for 10 minutes and after 

flying off was immediately replaced by a great spotted 

woodpecker that was very confused with the wryneck 

song Jim was playing from his phone. The wryneck is 

a non-native member of the woodpecker family that 

migrates to Great Britain in spring to breed. From 

August to October this birds flies back to its wintering 

grounds predominantly in Africa. 

 

Did you spot any caterpillars in October? I was lucky 

to see a pale tussock larva, knot grass larva and flame 

shoulder larva, all moth species. 

 

The heavy rain over the night of 4th October created a 

surprise the following morning. Not only had our lane 

flooded up to our gate but it left a thin layer of red 

Devon mud. In the middle of it was a dor beetle lying 

on its back showing its metallic emerald underside and 

its little hitchhiking collection of mites. This is 

Geotrupes stercorarius the common dor beetle. If you 

go walking in woodland at this time of year you may 

come across its cousin Anoplotrupes stercorosus a 

smaller dor beetle with a metallic purple underside. 

 

Mammals have been more conspicuous of late 

probably due to the drawing in of nights so that we are 

still up when they are out foraging and they need to 

build up their reserves for winter before it gets colder. 

I was very surprised to hear a dog fox barking during 

the night of 23rd September, rather early for them. 

During the year hedgehogs have been leaving their 

black poo around the garden but I didn’t see one until 

13th October followed by another sighting on 16th 

October. In the last month or two I’ve also seen voles 

scuttling around the garden. 

 

We have just experienced St Luke’s Little summer that 

falls around 18th October. My sister’s birthday is 17th 

so she always looks forward to the warm sunny days 

around this time. The saints feast day falls on 18th 

October and he is the patron saint of physicians and 

surgeons.     

 

A to Z  Treecreeper 

By early November most leaves have been shed by 

deciduous trees and it is then the treecreeper becomes 

conspicuous. This bird has a mottled brown head, 

back, tail and wings, white front and slightly curved 

down bill. It can be seen to spiral up tree trunks from 

the base to the top while searching for invertebrates. It 

then drops to the next tree and starts again, keeping its 

stiff tail pressed to the trunk for stability as it goes. It 

will also proceed along branches clinging to the 

underside. It has long feet and long curved claws to 

help it grip as it climbs. It nests between the trunk of a 

tree and loose bark or ivy or in a crack and chicks can 

be vulnerable to predation by great spotted 

woodpecker.  

  

As mentioned last month, the treecreeper in winter will 

join tit flocks as they forage through trees. My last 

memorable sighting of a treecreeper was at the sheep-

dip end of Dinnaford Street where the Jordon flows 

beneath the road. It was foraging there in the alder 

trees.  

 

Last Word 

Look out for the full beaver moon in November. 

Native Americans set traps to catch beavers at this 

time to have warm furs for winter. 

 

Make your Christmas pudding on stir up Sunday 21st 

November. 

  

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 
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jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk   

TARTS news 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

Saturday 4th September 

 

Mike led a group of 14 of us on a figure of eight walk 

starting from Islington near Bovey Tracey. The first 

loop was the shorter of the two and we set off 

eastwards through the delightful Islington Wood. The 

day started off a little overcast but soon the sun was 

shining as we headed along quiet lanes and then down 

a green lane namely ‘Tipleyhill Lane’ to Tipleyhill 

Cross before turning west. We stopped for coffee in a 

small clearing by a farm gate, and after Mike’s 

customary chocolate biscuits two of us, and the 

youngest canine left the main group to take a shortcut 

back to the village.  

 

After coffee the remaining12 followed green lanes past 

Lounston Farms to a delightful glade west of the 

circular Rora Wood, near the site of an abandoned 

quarry. Following paths round much of the 

circumference of the wood, we walked down an 

enchanting narrow avenue close by the Evangelical 

Christian Conference Centre of Rora House.   

 

Climbing to the west, we enjoyed views 

though the haze from the highest point of 

the walk at Ramshorn Down. The Ball 

Clay workings at Newton Abbot were 

visible to the south-east, Haldon 

Belvedere to the north-east, the village 

of Ilsington to the north, with above it on 

the horizon Haytor, Saddle tor and 

Rippon Tor. The hilly farming country 

of the southern half of Ilsington parish 

below us was very beautiful in the 

afternoon sun. 

 

Completing the lower half of the figure-

of-eight route, we entered Ilsington after 

navigating the steep, slippery slope of Simms Hill, a 

challenging site sometimes used for a challenging 

variety of motor rally. 

 

After paying a brief visit to the iconic double-storey 

Lych gate at the parish church, we repaired to the 

Carpenters Arms for a drink on the terrace, a happy 

ending to a most convivial day. 

 

Saturday 9th October  

Nick and Judy led a record 16 of 

us and three canines on a 5 ½ mile 

circuit from Wiveliscombe. This 

was the area that Judy grew up in 

and so at various points we were 

given bits of information about the 

local area and customs, including a 

fascinating snippet about certain 

children being kept away from 

school to help drive the sheep 

down a very long green lane to be 

dipped! 

We started off in a bit of a mist 

down Northgate from 

Wiveliscombe and along some 

beautiful green lanes and footpaths 

covered with Himalayan Balsalm. 

I had never seen this plant before 

and by all accounts it is very 

invasive. Fiona taught us the if 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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you touch the seed pods they ‘pop’ which was quite 

alarming if you weren’t expecting it, but good childish 

fun! There was a feeling of being right off the beaten 

track here, and it’s certainly a route than none of us 

had done before, which was such a treat.  

We took a ‘zigzag’ route climbing fairly steadily 

around the base of the quarry until we came to the bit 

described as ‘one short steepish section’ which could 

better be translated as ‘probably the steepist section on 

a Tarts walk!’. Luckily it was only very short and from 

here we walked along a fairly level track lined with 

blackberries to get to the top where the views were 

outstanding. We stopped here for lunch taking in the 

views and the glorious sunshine now the mist had 

burned off. Shortly before packing up we were joined 

by a group of gents on scrambler bikes, a bit out of 

place for the tranquility of the area but they were very 

polite and left us to it.  

After lunch our route took us through fields, one of 

which contained a very quaint and beautiful arched 

cow barn, complete with cow who was watching us 

intently but declined to leave the barn.  

Unfortunately the next field of cows we encountered 

were not so lazy. As we set of on the footpath across 

the field a herd of very large, very brown cows took a 

great interest in us (no doubt because of the dogs) and 

kept running towards us and around us. Thanks to Nick 

and Mike for keeping them at bay we made it across 

the field! 

Arriving back into Wiveliscombe we sat outside the 

Bear Inn for some well earned refreshment and 

enjoying being able to meet together again. 

 

Saturday 23rd October – led by Mike around 

Puddington 

 

Saturday 5th November – led by Graeme 

 

 

 All walks will have details emailed to those on the list 

about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles 

in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however 

precise details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed approximately a 

week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window 

and on the village notice board. If you would like to be 

included on the email list contact Caroline 

(07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 

 

 

 

Below 

Katie and Jean enjoy a rest on the Wiveliscombe walk 

 

All photos by Mike Stannard 
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The Garden in November 
 

Well, here we are again in the month of November and 

the final decisions need to be made, to cut back or not 

to cut? Usually November, although grey, is not 

generally cold and much work can be done whilst the 

soil still holds warmth, helped by some lovely sunny 

days in October. 

 

Whilst walking in the millennium, just after the middle 

area of grass was cut after a two year gap, the view 

entering the gate looked neat and tidy. This cut should 

allow for more delicate seeds to germinate next year 

and not be swamped by the field plant thugs, giving 

more bio-diversity. I then walked up the steps and 

along the path towards the new orchard trees. The view 

was so spectacular that it stopped me in my tracks. The 

cobwebs were sparkling, covered with dew drops in 

the early morning sunshine, along the wide, uncut 

bramble hedge. There were hundreds of them, so 

delicate and so varied. Normally unseen, I assume this 

web making goes on every evening. Nature left alone 

is truly amazing and beautiful.  

 

So, taking this information back to my own autumn 

garden, I am going to remove the thugs, i.e. brambles 

at the back of the garden, extraneous geraniums that 

naturalize everywhere given half a chance, and a few 

of the ferns which thrive on my clay soil and threaten 

to take over. I am going to leave other plants and 

shrubs until spring and enjoy the magnificence of the 

spiders’ webs and provide a safe haven for insects and 

small creatures to hide. 

 

The grass should receive one more haircut on a high 

setting before cleaning the lawn mower and wrapping 

it away clean for the winter. Any hedge and shrub 

trimming needs to be done as soon as possible but not 

if the weather becomes cold and frosty. It should really 

have been completed in October but in Devon it is 

usually possible early in November.  

 

Some shrubs e.g. Buddleia, need to be cut back if the 

branches are long and exposed to wind rock. These 

plants are shallow rooted and can be blown over. Cut 

back halfway along the stems and then cut back to 2 or 

3 buds in spring for the new season’s growth. This will 

help the plant through winter and if the top buds are 

damaged by frost the lower ones are safe. 

 

Asparagus has lovely autumn colour but by November 

it becomes brittle and will collapse in a high wind, so 

cut it back near to the ground. The new shoots are 

ready and waiting under the soil for the next season. If 

you have spare compost, place it over the asparagus to 

a depth of about 15cms. This will protect the plants 

through the winter chill. Early spring, before the new 

tips appear, sprinkle 2 tablespoons of table salt over 

each plant. Asparagus comes from the coast and love 

salty conditions. It also deters marauding slugs who 

love an early treat. Then, add a thick layer of well-

rotted horse or farm manure. At this point, you might 

think you have buried your asparagus alive but they 

love the rich combination and will thrive. 

 

Another herbaceous plant that will appreciate a good 

feed in the spring is rhubarb. Do not cover the crown 

but place the compost around the plant in a good thick 

layer. Both these plants live for years in the same spot 

and need generous feeding to keep them vigorous at 

the beginning of the growing season. 

 

In the vegetable garden, finish clearing beds and check 

you are sure of your crop rotation. Autumn onion sets 

and garlic should be in now. You will have to wait for 

spring planting if you have not planted them by now. 

Daffodil bulbs should be in by now but tulip bulbs are 

planted this month. This is to avoid a disease which 

can attack the tulip bulbs if planted too early. Plant up 

your annual flowering plants for next season. They 

will be quite happy sitting through the winter outside 

and their roots should be well established for the new 

spring growth. 

 

There are some lovely autumn shrubs around at the 

moment. One rather unusual, blue flowering shrub 

which seems to do well on our soil is Ceratostigma 

willmottianum. This is a smallish front of border shrub 

and needs a sheltered position but will reward you with 

a display of bright blue flowers. For a more dusky 

blue, the larger Ceanothus ‘Autumnal Blue’ and a 

mauve, blue flowering small shrub Hebe ‘Autumn 

Glory’ adds a lovely colour combination. Place the 

brilliant scarlet flowering Salvia splendons ‘Blaze of 

Fire’ or Salvia coccinea ‘Lady in Red’ in the middle 

and they will give a stunning autumn display to a 

sheltered corner. 

 

Whatever jobs demand your attention make sure you 

enjoy your garden through this wonderful, colourful 

season. 

                         Happy gardening 

                                     Lorraine 

 

                                                        Lorraine Colebrook 
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Parish council satisfaction survey 

 
Thorverton Parish Council 

Help Us to Help You 

 

Thorverton Parish Council would again like to receive feedback from parishioners about how well they feel that the 

Council is serving the community.  This will be through the following short survey.  Analysis of the results helps the 

Council to see where it needs to improve and also to see how its impact is perceived. 

  

Knowing Us 

  Yes Maybe No 

1. Do you know the names of three or more parish councillors? 

 

   

2. Do you know what the parish council is responsible for? 

 

   

3. Do you know what any of the council’s priorities are? 

 

   

  
Approaching Us 

  Yes Maybe/OK No 

4. If you wanted to ask the parish council about something would 

you know who to approach? 

   

5. Have you had any contact with the parish council over the last 

year? 

   

6. If you did have contact with the parish council, were you happy 

that the matter was dealt with well? 

   

 
Assessing Us 

  Very 

good 

Good Acceptable Poor 

7. How would you describe the service that the parish council has 

provided over the past year? 

    

8. How would you describe the quality and quantity of 

information from the parish council? 

    

 
Any comments? – Please use the space below to make any comments, in particular improvements that you would like 

to see from the parish council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return this form by 30 November 2021 either to Andrew Foster, Cherry Tree Cottage, Berrysbridge, 

Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5JR or to Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5LS, or by email to 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com.  Feedback will be treated anonymously. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Adverts    
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly made sandwiches 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to Saturday 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 

 



Focus on Thorverton  42   Vol 52 No. 10 November 2021 
 

 

 
PERSONAL TRAINING & MENTAL 

HEALTH FITNESS 

 
Mental health nurse & award winning personal 

trainer offering a holistic approach to personal 

training at Sole2Soul 's fully equipped gym studio 

in Netherexe.  

sole2soulfitness@gmail.com  

 

www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
 

mailto:sole2soulfitness@gmail.com
http://www.sole2soulfitness.co.uk/
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BLACKMORE 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

 

Specialist In Traditional And Modern 
Upholstery 

 

We offer a complete restoration and upholstery 
service for customer's own 

upholstered furniture with a collection and delivery 
service. 

 

Antiques. 3-piece suites. Dining chairs. 
Re-springing. RepairsCity and Guilds Qualified. 

Over 25 years experience. 
 

12  
Lowman Units, Tiverton Business Park, Tiverton. 

EX16 6SR 
 

Tel. 01884 253206 07747 064326 
blackmorem@sky.com 

www.upholsterytiverton.co.uk 
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Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

 
John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 

EX5 4HP. 
Tel: 01392 861423/07970  

875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Postcards of Thorverton 
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  

available from 

 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office 

 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-

school and Thorverton Post Office 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Get your business 

known in 

Thorverton 

 

Advertise here for just 

£6 per month  

for a Quarter page in 

black & white or in 

colour  

for £9 per month 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster;  
Parish Clerk       Mr Andi Wyer, Glencreedy Court, Mill Street, Crediton, EX17 1EZ, Tel: 01392 241240;  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall       
(see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   

Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk on 01392 241240. 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community    Chair:  Di Foxford  
Defibrillator Trust              Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MANY  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 

 
Drs P. Twomey, E. Saunders, M. Braddick, C. Griffiths, J. Harris, M. Kirwan 

E. Ziegler, D. Cook, E. Willoughby, N. Dunn* and G. Brighton* 
  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 5 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/ 
  

  

  Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Twomey, Harris, 
Braddick, Ziegler 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Mike Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs.Twomey, Braddick, 
Cook, Saunders, Harris, 
Willoughby, Dunn* (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Dunn*  
(am)  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Braddick (pm), 
Griffiths, Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  17.00 

Dr Braddick 
(am) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 
Drs Twomey, Harris, 
Saunders  

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
Kirwan, Saunders, Cook 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr  Braddick 
(am) 

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 

You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 
at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

  
  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

8th, 22nd Nov       1st,15th 29th Nov 

6th,20th, Dec       13th, 29th (Wed) Dec 

 

 

Mobile Library 
15.45–16.30 in Quarry Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursday, 25 Nov. 
 

 

Union Flag-Flying Days in November 
14 November: Remembrance Day (second Sunday in November) 

14 November: Birthday of the Prince of Wales 

             20 November: Her Majesty’s Wedding Day 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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