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accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

• To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

• For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

• To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

• To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

• To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 
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thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20th of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 
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Advertisements and Notices 

Poster Type Advertisements.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended 

to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

Focus reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or notice at its sole discretion for any reason 

whatsoever. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

          BLACK & WHITE                                            COLOUR  

                        PER ENTRY     FULL YEAR  PER ENTRY       FULL YEAR   

        (11 entries)         (11 entries) 

Full page (18.2 cm x 24.4 cm)                     £24.00  £264.00  £36.00            £396.00 

Half page (18.2 cm x 12.2 cm)                    £12.00              £132.00  £18.00            £198.00 

Quarter page (8.5 cm x 12.2 cm)                   £6.00                £66.00    £9.00                          £99.00 

One-eighth page (8.5 cm x 5.8 cm)               £3.00                £33.00    £4.50              £49.50 

  

 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES  

ADVERTISEMENTS FREE OF CHARGE (for up to 3 months) 

 

Front Cover:  Thorverton in Bloom by Ann Parkinson 

 
The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
  

Hello all,  

I hope you’re keeping well and you weren’t too 

affected by the storms we’ve been having recently. It 

was such a shame to see that one of the old yew trees 

in the churchyard was a casualty of Eunice! (see pic 

on page 33). I often wonder why the storms aren’t 

given more macho names like Thor or Brutus rather 

than Eunice, which sounds like a lovely old auntie 

that you go and visit for a chat and a cup of tea!  

It’s great to see that the ‘Diary of Events’ (page 2) is 

looking full as things start to get back to normal in 

the village. There are a number of activities planned 

for the Jubilee (page 3) and TADS are also putting on 

their first play for some time, as part of their 

incredible 75 year celebration! (page 15).  

I think most of you are aware that I’ll be leaving 

Thorverton soon and moving on to pastures new, but 

I’d just like to say a big thank you to everyone for 

welcoming me to this lovely village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve really enjoyed my time here, and both Murphy 

and I will miss our daily walks to the Millennium 

Green for a chat with other dog walkers.  

Unfortunately, as I’m leaving the village, I’ll also be 

leaving my role as Editor of the Focus so, if you 

think you can do a better job than me (not difficult!), 

please apply (see ad on page 6). I’d like to take this 

opportunity to say a huge thank you to the people 

that do all the hard work in making sure the Focus 

goes out every month; the three Amazing Assistant 

Editors; Fiona, Eileen and Jules, and the Magnificent 

Maggie who looks after all the Advertising.  

I hope you enjoy this month’s edition and, if you 

have any thoughts or ideas of how it can be 

improved, why not come along to the AGM at the WI 

Hut on the 2nd March at 7.30pm.  

Farewell and best wishes John (Editor)  
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Diary of Events  

 

 

 

 

 

Date   Event       Time        Page no: 

 
March  

 
1st  WI – Rosemary Griggs    2.30pm   21 

 

2nd  Focus on Thorverton AGM at the WI Hut  7.30pm        9 

 

5th  TARTS walk              

 

10th  Ladies Group      7.30pm   7 

 

11th  Jubilee skittles at Memorial hall       6 

 

12th  Saturday Market at Memorial hall   9.30am    9 

 

18th  Pop-up café at Memorial hall    10-12am  11 

 

18th  Cinema Memorial hall    7.30pm  10 

 

25th  History Society Zoom Meeting-Radford House 7.30pm  13 

 

26th  WI Market &Coffee Morning    10am   21 

 

25th & 26th  TADS Radio Play  - The Twitshyre Murder Case 7.30pm  15 

 

30th  Newton St Cyres Gardening Club – Rob Vincent 7.30pm  12  

 

April 

 

5th  WI- Sue Ashmole     2.30pm  21 

 

5th  Easter Bingo at Memorial hall  

 

14th  Memorial hall AGM     8pm    6 

 

23rd  WI Market & Coffee morning   10am   21 

 

23rd   Win ‘One Minute’ behind the bar at the Exeter Inn      3 

 

May 

 

1st  Sunday Brunch         7 

 

3rd  WI Annual General Meeting    2.30pm  21 

 

27th  Bingo memorial hall         6 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Parish Council Update 
  
As the days start to get longer and we think about 

venturing out this might be a good time to remind you 

that we have a new handyman working in the village.  

You will soon see Ben Fitch mowing and strimming as 

well as attending to the leats and cobbled paths.  If you 

spot something that needs attention then please contact 

Colin Marshall who is managing Ben’s duties on 

behalf of TPC.  

  

Please bear in mind that some of this work is handled 

by DCC Highways, so may not fall into Ben Fitch’s 

remit.  The fact that TPC is not responsible for some of 

this work needs better clarification, so we will be 

sending out a small leaflet to every household in the 

Parish to show ‘where to go’ for specific issues such as 

reporting pot holes, damaged pavements, planning 

enquiries etc.  This should be ready next month. 

  

Last month I mentioned the repair work that Graham 

Sims and Andy Price will be undertaking at the Rec 

ground soon.  We have also started to look at the 

replacement of some of the older play equipment 

there; the most cost effective way to go about this is 

through a grant system which will not be the fastest 

method but will get the best deal.  There will be more 

about this in the next few months. 

  

Graham also needs help with more volunteers for the 

Speedwatch programme; if you think you can lend a 

hand please contact him via our Clerk, Jim Roberts, on 

07768 457590, or thorvertonpc@gmail.com .  On the 

same subject we have been told by DCC that they are 

considering setting 20 mph speed limits outside 

schools.  The PC thought that everyone would 

probably support this and have suggested widening the 

area to include Bullen St and The Bury as well as the 

sections of road into the village from Lynch Close and 

the new development near Broadlands plus Silver St 

from the Memorial Hall.  We will let you know what 

DCC say, but even if they sanction just School Lane 

this will be welcome.  

  

I have seen a few electric vehicles in the village and 

we need to plan for charging points for those houses 

without off street parking; the first thing we need to 

understand is what demand there is going to be in the 

future.  We’ll be in touch about this soon but if you 

have a point to raise please contact the Clerk. 

  

There are now regular meetings of the Jubilee Group, 

headed up by Dors Jones, Ken Foxford and other 

volunteers;  because the raft of fund raising ideas is so 

large I have listed these in a separate item. 

  

Finally, please note that Andy Price, who is very much 

part of the next generation of Councillors, was voted in 

as the new Vice Chair at our last meeting.     

  

A n d r e w   F o s t e r 

Thorverton Parish Council 

 

 
Jubilee Party Planning Group 
  
The long Bank Holiday in June is Thursday and Friday 2nd and 3rd June.  As it was felt that it would be better to have a 

spare day to clear up the event the Group opted to have the Street Party on Saturday 4th June at 2.00pm.  This will be 

in The Bury as for the Queen’s Birthday in 2016.  More details of the Party itself will be published later but, in the 

meantime, lots of fund raising activities are being planned; these include: 

  

Date TBC, BBQ on Raddon Top (£5.00 per adult) 

  

1 Mar, Pool and Darts league competitions start at Exeter Inn (price TBC) 

  

11 March, Skittles Match between 6 teams at the Memorial Hall 

  

5 April, Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall 

  

23 April, Win ‘one minute’ behind the bar at The Exeter Inn  – all the pints you can pour! (£5.00 entry ticket – age 

restrictions apply) 

  

1 May, big brunch hosted by Sue Vought (price TBC) 

  

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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31 May, Tea or Coffee and Cake in Cherry Tree Cottage garden, Berrysbridge (£4.00 in advance, £5.00 on the day 

entry ticket) 

  

We expect more events will be added and will be shown in future editions of Focus.  For more details contact Ken 

Foxford or Dors Jones on 861434 

 

 Thorverton Parish Council 2021 Satisfaction Survey Results 

Thorverton Parish Council held its third annual satisfaction survey in November. The results for each question are set 

out on the following page. In summary: 

• Only 29 people completed the survey (compared with 73 in 2020). It is possible that the rather limited 

publicising of the survey did not help, with no clerk to post a link on the website or to post Facebook and 

Nextdoor messages.  

 

• A lower percentage in 2021 compared with previous years indicated that they knew the names of three or 

more councillors or could say that they knew what the Council was responsible for.  Half of respondents did 

not feel that they knew what the Council’s priorities were. 

 

• Two-thirds of respondents felt that they knew who to approach if they wanted to ask the Council about 

something – however, this was a lower percentage than respondents in 2019 and 2020. 

 

• Of those who had had contact with the Council over the past year, almost all were at least reasonably happy 

with the way in which the matter was dealt with. 

 

• The perception of the service provided by the Council has fallen again: in 2019 77% felt that the service was 

either very good or good; in 2020 this was 54%; in 2021 it was just 48%. 

 

• The perception of the quality and quantity of information from the Council also fell: in 2019 75% felt that the 

information provision was considered very good or good; in 2020 this was 53%; in 2021 it was just 41%. 

These results along with some additional written comments which ten respondents had made were considered at the 

Council’s January meeting. While noting that this was from a smaller number of people giving feedback, councillors 

were concerned at the generally poorer perceptions held by those who did respond; it was felt that Council needed to 

focus on improving communications and that there were probably other improvements that would be worth 

considering over the coming months. A member of the Parish Council will be present at Saturday Markets in the 

Memorial Hall throughout the year for those parishioners wishing to meet in person. The Council will also be actively 

considering issuing an information leaflet to help better inform people.  

2021 Survey Results 

1.  Do you know the names of three or more parish councillors? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Yes 58.62% 17 

Maybe 6.90% 2 

No 34.48% 10 
 

Total: 29 

2. Do you know what the parish council is responsible for? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Yes 41.38% 12 

Maybe 31.03% 9 
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Answer Choices Responses 

No 27.59% 8 
 

Total: 29 

3. Do you know what any of the council’s priorities are? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Yes 20.69%  6 

Maybe 27.59%  8 

No 51.72%  15 
 

Total:  29 

4. If you wanted to ask the parish council about something would you know who to approach? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Yes 65.52% 19 

Maybe 6.90% 2 

No 27.59% 8 
 

Total: 29 

 

 

5. Have you had any contact with the parish council over the last year? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Yes 34.48%  

10 

No 65.52%  

19  
Total:  

29 

6. If you did have contact with the parish council, were you happy that the matter was dealt with well? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Yes 60.00% 6 

OK 30.00% 3 

No 10.00% 1 
 

Total: 10 

7. How would you describe the service that the parish council has provided over the past year? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Very good 17.24% 5 

Good 31.03% 9 

Acceptable 34.48% 10 

Poor 17.24% 5 
 

Total: 29 

8. How would you describe the quality and quantity of information from the parish council? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Very good 17.24%   5 

Good 24.14%   7 

Acceptable 31.03%   9 

Poor 27.59%   8  
Total: 29 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

It was great to see so many people at last 
month’s SATURDAY MARKET AND BIG 
BREAKFAST and to see the wide range of 
stalls on offer, everything from books to venison 
and eggs to cakes plus breakfast of course! 
They are back next month so please come 
along and support them on Saturday 12 March 
from 9.30am. 
 
A few dates to save on your calendar:  we are 
delighted to say that the TMH Cinema film 
showing on Friday 18 March is The Courier 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch. It’s a true life 
spy thriller about an unassuming British 
salesman, Greville Wynne (Benedict 
Cumberbatch), who is recruited into one of the 
greatest international conflicts in history. 
 
In support of the village Jubilee Celebration fund 
there are two events being held in the hall. The 
first is a Jubilee Skittles match on Friday 11 
March, the team places are full but do come 
along for a drink and support the cause and 
Jubilee Bingo on Tuesday 5 April.  
 
The Thorverton Memorial Hall AGM is on 
Thursday 14 April, at 8pm immediately 
following the Committee Meeting so please 
come join us for a chat and to hear about the 
work we do to keep the hall running for the 
benefit of our local community and how you 
could help us if you’d like to. 
 
A couple more dates to save - there’s a Bingo 
evening on Friday 27 May and a special day to 
look forward to on Saturday 9 July there’s a 
FUN DAY! We’ve ordered some decent weather 
so fingers crossed for that bit. 
 
TMH Committee:  Russ Clarke (Chair); Sarah 
Addicott;  Mike Baldwin: Tim Cusack; Claire 
Heaven-Roberts; Sue Hyde; Jenny Reygate; 
Dave Reygate; Mike Shelton; Jan Wills; Clare 
O'Connor. 

Notices 
 

The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 

Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 

the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 

their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 

expenses related to their medical personal and 

educational needs.  Applications for a specific 

purpose or need where the group or individual has 

also contributed their own funding are particularly 

favoured. 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 

the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 

Road, Thorverton.   

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   

Tel: 01392 860535. 

 

 

Wanted Editor for this magazine 

 ( FOCUS )  

 
We need a new Editor! we already have 3 

superb sub-editors, a supportive 

committee that sees to the advertising, 

finance and distribution. We publish 11 

magazines a year, and the commitment is 

less than 4 hours per month. 

 

 Please contact the chairman Michael 

Ayre, if you’re interested.   

 

 Phone 01392 860434 or  

email                    

ayre.ratcliffe@virgin.net. 

 

Focus on Thorverton 

AGM 

March 2nd at 7.30pm  

At the WI Hut 

 

All welcome! 
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Thorverton Ladies Group 

 Meeting for March will take place at 7.30 pm on 

Thursday 10th March. Beryl Grace is hosting again.  

If you have any queries regarding this or the Ladies 

Group in general, please contact Sue Batty on 01392 

860140. 

 

 

 

 

 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 

FUND RAISING EVENT 

 

A Sunday Brunch is to be held on Sunday the 1 

May 2022, make a note in your diaries. Tickets 

will be limited, details to follow in next month’s 

Focus. 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton  EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 

 
We offer a wide range of Post Office and banking 

services (inc. for business),     

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, online 

shopping returns, phone top-ups,        gift cards, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 

cards, local postcards,              posting and packing 

materials, photocopying + lots more   

    

Mothering Sunday cards in stock NOW + Easter 

cards in stock SOON 

 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat     8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat     9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs  closed 
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 
Chairman Mrs June Nicks; Show secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 

 

FLOWER SHOW 

SATURDAY MAY 7th 2022 

Upton Pyne Village Hall, 2.00 to 4.00 pm 

Free entry - teas and cakes - raffle - plant sale ! Entries to be brought in the morning between 10.00 and 

12.00 

Schedule Of Classes 

Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that your entries match the 

description. Only one entry in each class. 

1. Daffodils or narcissi, 3 cut blooms in a vase, can be mixed. 

2. 3 tulips in a vase 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase 

 4. One stem each of three different foliage shrubs, maximum width 18 “and height 24” 

5. One potted flowering plant - section a indoor, section b outdoor 

6. One flowering head of a rhododendron in a container  

7. Single camellia in a container 

8. Table centre decoration, may include non-plant material, 12” overall 

9. One stem each of three flowering shrubs 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or climber 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged for scent  

12. Any living plant, indoor or outdoor, not already in other classes  

13. Cactus or succulent 

14. Indoor foliage plant 

15. Miniature arrangement, maximum overall size 4.5”  

16. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual container   

17. A model cactus created from any material 
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18. Children - a model cactus made from anything at all HOMECRAFT CLASSES 

19. Apple pie (own recipe) 

20. Swiss roll (own recipe) 

PHOTOGRAPHY/PICTURE CLASSES 

Maximum size of entry for photographs A5 - approx. 6” x 8” including mount. No framed 

photos please. 

“a country lane” 

“a pond or stream” 

Children - Painting or              Children painting drawing of a flower or plant   
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Exeter Forum programme –March 2022 
 

. Meetings take place in the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT on Wednesday 

mornings from 10:00am, with talks starting at 10:45am. 
 

Wednesday 

2 March 

David Jenner Orchids of the UK – a photographic celebration 

David Jenner will make a welcome return to the Exeter Forum with 

another of his wildlife talks illustrated by his own photography. David 

has photographed nearly all of the UK wild orchids. His talk will 

particularly focus on the common and rarer species found in Devon. 

Wednesday 

9 March 

Kevin Cox Where have all the birds gone? 

Kevin Cox, Chair of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds will 

look at issues facing our bird life and ways of restoring species and 

diversity. 

Wednesday 

16 March 

Dr Todd Gray Devon & African enslavement at the time of emancipation: an 

impartial analysis of the evidence 

Devon historian and author Todd Gray will look at the evidence for 

Devon’s connections with slavery and the effects on the County of Slave 

ownership. 

  
 

Crediton In & Around Launches Online Newsletter 

 
The Crediton In & Around website has launched a monthly online newsletter to keep you updated with local 

events, activities, articles and business news.  

The website was set up in 2020 by the Crediton Heart Project to promote everything going on in our area.  It 

includes listings of shops, services and community groups, a What’s On calendar, articles by local people and a 

section for visitors. 

The website is run by a team of volunteers who are regularly adding new content, so the newsletter will provide a 

convenient summary of what’s new on the site. It will highlight upcoming events and activities in Crediton and the 

surrounding villages, as well as showcase our brilliant local businesses with special offers for our subscribers.  

The newsletter will also feature a recent article from the website. We publish an article every week and have been 

amazed by the range and quality of the contributions we’ve received. They include regular columns on gardening 

and walking, reports on local arts and environmental projects, features on local businesses and stories about our 

local history.  

These articles really demonstrate what a special area we live in, with such a rich history, beautiful landscape and 

talented people.    

To receive the newsletter just visit the website at www.creditoninandaround.co.uk, scroll to the bottom of 

the home page and enter your email address in the ‘subscribe’ box. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

If you would like to include your business, event or article on the website get in touch at 

info@creditonheart.org  

Rosemary Stephenson 

Crediton In & Around editor 

 

Crediton In&Around is run by the Crediton Heart Project (registered charity no 1189549) and supported by 

Crediton Town Council, Devon County Council and the National Lottery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

 for SILVERTON LINK UP 
charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham House 

Surgery patients to healthcare appointments. 

In a rural area where public transport can be difficult 

you would find it most rewarding providing a vital 

lifeline to vulnerable patients. 

It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one journey 

a week or as little as one a month, whatever suits. 

You would use your own vehicle with travel 

expenses reimbursed. 

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 

If interested and for further information please 

contact Link Up coordinator:- 

Roger Higman  

07821718672 

roger.higman@icloud.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Silverton Link Up 
 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House 

Surgery Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery patients. 

If you have problems going to Health Appointments 

including the Vaccination clinic, Link Up maybe able 

to help. 

Please contact Roger Higman 07821718672, if no 

answer leave a message. 

There is no charge for the service, however, any 

donations to our charity appreciated. 

Coronavirus restrictions apply. 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE 

TRUST LTD supporting Thorverton Post Office       
               MARCH  2022 

 

A Post Office is for life not just for 

Christmas  

so please remember to use our valuable local amenity 

as much as you can.  

It is very likely to be your nearest bank branch.  Our 

shop sells lots of useful things. Profits go towards 

helping to keep our post office so please buy 

newspapers, magazines, cards, stationery, posting 

and packing materials, use the photocopier and do 

ask if you’d like us to get something special for you. 

 

There is very convenient FREE parking as you know 

and a canopy to keep you dry when it rains. 

 

Our post office staff and TCT volunteers work very 

hard and selflessly to keep the business up and 

running. If you’d like to be one of our helpers then 

please get in touch or mention this when you next 

visit. 

 

We hope to see you soon and often.   

Heather Kershaw      Chair and Membership 

Secretary   TCT Ltd    01392 860419    

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk                        

Thorverton  PO    01392 860455 

 

Eggs for Sale.......... £1.30/ box of 6 

From my Free Range rare breed 

hens. 

Always available outside our farm 

gate. 

At Ratcliffe Farm. EX5 5PN  

 
 

 
 

Welcome Café  

 

Every Monday (except Bank 

Holidays)  

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 

 

Tea, coffee, cake and company.   

Everyone welcome. 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
Notice is hereby given that an Extraordinary General 

Meeting of the Club will take place at St Mary’s 

Church Hall Silverton on  

 

Tuesday 22nd March commencing at 10.00 AM.  

 

 The purpose of the meeting is to approve the Club’s 

Statement of Accounts for 2021 and, following the 

decision at the AGM to terminate all Cub activities at 

the end of the 2021 Financial Year, to arrange for the 

disbursement of the Club’s residual assets in 

accordance with the wishes of members expressed in 

a subsequent electronic and postal vote.  

 

 This is expected to be a very short meeting to ratify 

the winding up of the Club and its activities. 

Martin Clough (Secretary) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE TO GOOD HOME 
 
12ft x 8ft greenhouse, waiting 

to be dismantled. 

Some panes cracked or missing 

but most intact. 

James Muirden, Harefield, 

Latchmoor Green, 
Tel. 01392 860357 or email, 

jmuirdent@btinternet.com 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

 

Allotment for Rent 
 

The Parish Council still has one allotment 

plot (possibly more) in the village 

available for rent at a cost of £10 per year 

(plus a £25 refundable deposit).  

 

If you are interested in growing your own 

vegetables, fruit or flowers on an 

allotment, please contact the Clerk, Jim 

Richards, 

 

 on 07768 457590 or 01392 202692, or by 

email to thorvertonpc@gmail.com for 

more information. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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Church Services and News   
     

SERVICES & INFORMATION MARCH 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

 

Wednesday 2 March Ash Wednesday  

10:30 am Ash Wednesday Service  Newton St Cyres TC 

07:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service  Thorverton TC 

 

Sunday 6 March Lent 1   

09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton KR 

10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon LF  

10:00 am Coffee, Cake & Conversation  Brampford Speke Lay Led 

10:30 am Coffee and Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

11:15 am Informal Service   Cadbury Lay Led  

11:15 am Café Church      Rewe    Lay Led 

 

Sunday 13 March Lent 2  

10:00 am Informal Service      Newton St Cyres    Lay Led 

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]                    Upton Pyne    GC  

 

Sunday 20 March Lent 3 

09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   GC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury    TC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   MSS  

 

Sunday 27 March Lent 4 Mothering Sunday 

09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TC 

10:00 am Mothering Sunday Service     Thorverton  Lay Led 

10:00 am Mothering Sunday Service     Stoke Canon  Lay Led 

10:00 am Mothering Sunday Service     Brampford Speke  Lay Led 

11:00 am Mothering Sunday Service     Upton Pyne  TC & Lay Led 

11:15 am Mothering Sunday Service     Rewe   Lay Led 

05:30 pm Mothering Sunday Service     Huxham   TC & Lay Led 

 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  

   

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

 
  

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the homepage. 

 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 

TC Revd Tim Collins 

JH Revd Julia Hocking  LF Laura Ford [Reader]     

TL Revd Tony Lane   KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  

GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter  MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

SN  Sheila Newton [Reader]  TBC To be confirmed. 

 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 

Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 

Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  

Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   

   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter 
 

Getting ready for the Easter bunnies…   

Some people say that Christmas is an old pre-Christian 

festival that the Church took over, whereas Easter is a 

‘proper’ Church festival, albeit one increasingly 

swamped by chocolate eggs and bunnies.  There is 

some truth in both views, but I am probably less 

concerned about the commercialisation of Easter than 

many people of faith.  Maybe that is, in part, because I 

want to have my cake and eat it (quite literally) I want 

the Easter services and I am very partial to a decent 

chocolate egg.  I also think that I am not so worried 

about Easter being “overshadowed” in popular culture 

because it is still very much here for anyone that wants 

to find it- and I am quite happy with the Christian life 

being countercultural. 

 

Whilst we still have a while to go until Easter Sunday, 

the season of Lent is already stretched before us- 

offering us a direct and personal challenge to 

reconsider what life, and especially our own life, is all 

about. 

 

Ash Wednesday (March 2nd) has always been right up 

there as one of my favourite dates in the church 

calendar.  Not because it has great hymns or services 

that engage all ages- but because it is a very concrete 

and personal opportunity for me to take part in 

‘ashing’ - a reminder that ‘from dust we are made and 

to dust we shall return’.  I have always found this a 

very powerful and pretty sobering way to begin 

preparation for lent. 

 

And then there is the tradition of fasting or giving 

things up for Lent.  Never having been one for fasting, 

I have enjoyed a number of different ways to mark 

Lent.  Many years ago, back when we used to put 

rubbish in our black bin every week (remember that?) - 

we decided to give up waste, and spent a month 

limited to one small bag.  We had to shop differently, 

cook differently, and it was in that year we became 

fully aware of the waste our lifestyle produced.  For 

another year I gave up speeding.  At the time I used to 

commute through small villages, and my discipline 

was to pray whenever I noticed the speedometer 

topping over 30 mph.  It not only resulted in much 

more prayer, I probably also became a little more 

considerate as a driver.  I won't focus on the year that I 

gave up coffee, but I do not plan to do that again until 

children leave home. But I do recall a few years when I 

took part in Lent Bible studies.  This was always a bit 

of an inconvenience if I am honest, trekking out to 

someone's house one night a week. Yet it was always 

deeply rewarding and meant having really valuable 

encounters with neighbours and fellow churchgoers 

with whom I had never really shared a deep spiritual 

conversation before. 

 

So, this year I will be glad of all the lovely chocolate 

eggs we have available, and not worry one bit that they 

are somehow distracting us from the Easter season- 

with Ash Wednesday and Lent before us we have all 

the personal challenge, we need to prepare ourselves 

for Easter once more, well before we set foot inside 

church on Holy Week. 

 

Simon Harrison  

Churchwarden, Rewe with Netherexe.   

 

 

From Revd Tim Collins 
 

1.  

Thank you! 

On behalf of Mary and myself, I would like to say a 

huge thank you for the deeply warm welcome that we 

have received since we stepped over the threshold of 

the Rectory. So many cards, and so many very kind 

and generous gifts. It has been an exciting and 

somewhat daunting whirlwind of meeting people and 

beginning to get to know the area, the lanes and 

villages. And the many church buildings – each with 

their own particular style, but all filled with such peace 

and prayer.  

My licensing service at the beginning of February was 

a real joy, and I cannot thank enough all those 

involved in making it an unforgettable moment. The 

church at Thorverton was filled with wonderful music, 

people and a little bit of pageantry! A time to reflect on 

the past, with so many coming up from Dawlish, and 

to think about the future – surrounded by 

representatives from all the parishes, and colleagues 

from the wider Crediton area.  

So, thank you from the bottom of our hearts, and we 

look forward to our time in these parishes. 

All blessings 

Tim 

Revd Tim Collins 

Priest-in-Charge 

Netherexe Mission Community 

 

2. 

Some Lent Conversations 

I would like to offer a chance for some ‘getting to 

know you’ sessions across the parishes during Lent.  

I was thinking that a formal Lent Course (there will be 

a number of those across the area being offered by 

other churches, details to follow soon) was maybe not 
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the best way forward this year, given that we are still 

working our way out of the pandemic, and learning to 

live a new ‘normal’. I recognise, too, that we have all 

been in somewhat of a ‘wilderness’ time, what with 

covid and with you all supporting each other during 

the vacancy.  

  

I also thought that it would be good to have a number 

of relaxed informal ‘conversations’, as a way for me to 

get to know people, and for people to get to know me.  

  

So, given all of that, we are offering one gathering in 

each of the parishes throughout Lent – the dates for 

these are set out below. There will be a loose structure 

or framework to the sessions based on a book by 

Stephen Cottrell – Christ in the Wilderness – which 

uses the art of Stanley Spencer, to consider and explore 

Christ’s experience in the wilderness, the changes that 

resulted and how we might respond to these things. 

But, in essence, I would hope that the sessions are a 

vehicle for us all to begin to spend time together. 

While the framework will be the same, I am sure that 

the resultant conversations will be free-flowing and 

wide-ranging! 

 

The sessions are open to one and all, and you can join 

any one of them, even if not in your own area. It will 

be so good to see you there 

  

Thursday      10th March       10.30am  Stoke Canon, 

hosted by Fi Thompson, The Old Vicarage Stoke 

Canon   (followed by soup lunch)   

          

Thursday    10th March    2.30pm Newton St Cyres, 

hosted by Sue Browne at 1 Glebeland Villas, Sand 

Down Lane, Newton St Cyres  

 

Tuesday     15th March     7pm Brampford Speke, 

hosted by Douglas Ford at The Limes,  Brampford 

Speke 

 

Thursday    17th March   2.30pm Cadbury, hosted by 

Catriona Fursdon at Terley Farmhouse Cadbury 

 

Friday       18th March    2.30pm  Rewe, hosted by 

Simon Harrison at The Old Post Office,  Rewe 

 

Thursday   24th March    10.30am Thorverton, meeting 

at the Thorverton Arms 

 

Friday        1st April      10.30am Upton Pyne, hosted 

by Veronica at 2 Robins Court, Upton Pyne, 

 

All blessings 

Tim 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church  Music   

               ♫       ♫ 

The church choir practises on Thursday evenings in 

church. We meet from 7.45pm every Thursday and 

you are always welcome to come to hear us or join in. 

We sing a very wide range of music to quite a high 

standard and have fun learning it! We also have social 

events from time to time and often some members 

have a drink together after Thursday’s practice. 

The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere in this 

Focus edition, but those with choir are listed here : 

 

Mar    6th    Communion   9.30am 

Mar 27th    Mothering Sunday service  10.00am 

Apr     3rd    Communion   9.30am 

 

There are services from time to time which our church 

band accompanies. If you are interested in being a part 

of that, then do get in touch. All ages and standards 

welcome! 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    

Thorverton Parish Church 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      

 

THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 
Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

From November our churches will be open, or 

closed, as follows:  

Brampford Speke  

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Cadbury 

Open daily from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Huxham   

Closed except for scheduled services.  

Newton St Cyres   

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 

am – 4:00 pm  

Netherexe   

Closed except for scheduled services. 

Rewe  

Saturdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Stoke Canon    

Closed except for scheduled services.  

Thorverton   

Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Upton Pyne    

Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
 

For scheduled services, please visit 

www.netherexe.org  

or see the notice in the church porch or on the 

noticeboard. 
 

Please note that a face covering should  

be worn when entering our church buildings. 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Thorverton Census 1921 

 

Every ten years recently I have recorded for Focus 

readers some of the information about people in 

Thorverton - numbers, ages, occupations – contained 

in the latest national census to be released to the public 

a hundred years after it was taken.    Getting the 

information and then sorting it out has been time-

consuming but always cheap. 

 

That is no longer so.  An online genealogical company, 

FindMyPast, has paid a considerable amount of money 

to digitise some 38 million census returns made in 

1921.    The results can only be seen on FMP’s website 

on payment of £3.50 per return (with a 10% discount 

for subscribers).  It was clear beforehand that there 

would be about 200 households in Thorverton, so to 

download all the details would cost over £600.   That 

ruled out making a complete survey this time. 

 

Fortunately, once the census had been issued, it was 

apparent that some information could still be obtained 

free.    It was possible to print out alphabetical lists (by 

both Christian name and surname) of the 733 men, 

women and children living in the parish in 1921 – all 

but exactly the same number as in 1911 but very many 

fewer than the 1474 in 1851 – together with their years 

of birth and place of birth.   From these details a seeker 

for a particular individual would, with luck, be able to 

distinguish the right one from others across the nation 

with the same name. 

 

Mike Thomas, once Chairman of the Thorverton 

branch of the (not yet Royal) British Legion and a 

leading man in T.A.D.S., kindly lets me use the  

 

 

 

 

 

return for his grandparents from Yellowford Farm as 

an example.   There were 439 E.Thomases in the 

country, and quite a few E.M.Thomases, but Mike 

knew his grandfather was an Ernest Madge T, and 

there was just one, here in Thorverton.   In case there 

were any doubt, it was possible to click on the order 

box and be told that “Ernest Madge, Beatrice May, 

Richard Edward and 5 others” appeared on the return.   

No surnames.  His grandparents’ and his father’s 

names would be recognized;  some of the others might 

be guessed at but probably not all of them.  Anyway, it 

would be enough to justify the £3.50 click to produce 

an immediately downloaded copy of the return.  Only 

then, having paid, would he see occupations, full 

names and relationships of all concerned, the number 

of rooms in the house, and the handwriting of the head 

of the household.    And on the other side of this form, 

which can also be accessed, is the address of the house. 

 

It is also possible to print out a list of the 193 addresses 

from which the census forms were collected but, 

without payment, they give no more information than, 

for example, in one of the 27 houses in Bullen Street 

“Mary Ann is on this record”.    That shows merely 

that she was one of six Mary Anns in the parish and 

that she lived alone, far from easy to identify.    There 

were19 similarly undifferentiated houses in Gericho 

St, 2 in Jerricks St and 1 in Jerrick St.   The only other 

named streets in 1921 were Silver Street (15), Milford 

Lane (4), The Berry (4) and Dinneford Street (5). 

 

However, 64 of the 193 addresses are of a specific 

named house, so it is possible to find the Christian 
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names of up to three people living at Ratcliffe Farm, 

The Vicarage, The Schoolhouse, Raddon Court, Mount 

Pleasant, Police Station, Dolphin Hotel, Bell Inn and 

Drill Hall, less immediately recognizable Lunchg, Ols 

Lynch, The Berre, Proeies, Fellowford Cotts, and 

many more.    No obvious pointer to the Exeter Inn, 

though, nor to the Editor’s Ye Olde Pounde. 

 

The names in italics in the last two paragraphs indicate 

a major problem in the census.    The returns, though 

somewhat larger than in the illustration for the 

Thomases, were handwritten in faded ink and not 

necessarily by fully literate householders.   Names of 

people and places could possibly be misread by those 

digitising them, whose task was to enter what they 

thought they saw.     Nevertheless, it must have been a 

complete ninny of a transcriber who thought that 

William James Morrish’s third forename was 

Henrietta and that a younger member of the Morrish 

family had been christened Herbert Gladys.   There 

was a touch of Vlad the Impaler about Clav Hudson, 

whom a later local directory identified as a lady called 

Clara at Dunsaller.    Very doubtful perceived 

Christian names included Flourice Thomas, Wnefride 

Maynard, Darie Baron Reed and Ardulilia Roberts.    

Evelyn William Ford could have been quite correct but 

was actually Ebenezer William Ford at Castle Orchard.    

Rosina Jane Bamenfeld, aged fifty, born in Cornwall, 

who may well have been married, stands little chance 

of being recognised under a name that has never 

existed.   One family had the suspiciously unfamiliar 

surname of Hamlyer;  checking of other sources 

showed they were well-established Devonshire 

Hamlyns.     Eight Milfords in the same household are 

completely missing from the national census of 1921 

since somebody indexed them as the Winifred family.   

 

It should be said that a cheaper alternative to shelling 

out £3.50 (or £3.15) to see the information is to 

purchase for £2.50 (or £2.25) a typed transcript of the 

content of the original.    Despite my intention to 

investigate without financial outlay, I eventually 

weakened out of curiosity to see what a transcript 

looked like.    I clicked the money button and 

downloaded the details for the Hamlyer/Hamlyn 

family mentioned above, who lived at Thorverton 

House.    This produced a printable table of the names 

of the seven people recorded, their position, their sex, 

their birth year and age in years, their birthplace and 

their occupation.  Fresh information was that Lesily H 

was a girl not a boy, that the four Hs were indeed a 

father, mother, daughter and son, and that the other 

three were named servants whom I had not managed to 

place in a household so far, a parlourmaid, a cook and 

a hurse (for the children).    The head of the household 

– in fact Charles Calmady-Hamlyn, a highly educated 

member of the county gentry of that time - had 

allegedly written his occupation as laundowner.  

 

There appeared to be no indication of the marital status 

of the servants, but a click on a name produced a sub-

screen of largely repetitive uninteresting details which 

nevertheless included whether she was married or 

single.     What the transcript did lack compared with 

an image of the original was the number of rooms in 

the house, the actual handwriting of the compiler, and, 

most important of all, the opportunity to see for oneself 

words that raised suspicions of inaccurate (or plain 

daft) transcription.  A clever additional facility was the 

ability to see three magnifiable 19th and 20th maps of 

the area where the position of Thorverton House was 

indicated with a pinned symbol ….. which was 

disappointingly placed in the far north of the parish on 

the site of the Chilton Deer Farm. 

 

No hint of effects of the recent Great War come 

through the census records.   The origins of the 

population were still very local.   80% had been born 

in Devon, nearly a third of them (161 individuals) in 

Thorverton itself.     Everybody else, bar twelve, had 

been born in mainland England.    The twelve others 

were four born in Ireland, one born in South Africa, 

four born in India and Mrs Jenny Mary Dart and two 

of her later children who were born in Switzerland. 

 

The most frequent surnames were Sharland, Butt, 

Langabeer, Edworthy, May and Way, though some of 

the last two may have been interpreted the wrong way 

round, just as Way Farm appears as May Farm.   The 

Milfords would have been numerous, too, had they all 

been recognized.  There must be plenty of forebears of 

present day parishioners there;  young Jackson Fice’s 

include his great-great-great-grandfather Samuel Fice 

at Brookside.    

 

I am still trying to work out which of, for example, the 

twelve Johns and the eleven Marys lived where and in 

which family, let alone the twelve Williams and the 

nine Emilys, and to identify roughly where many of 

the properties were located.   But none of the “free” 

searching of the census reveals anything about the 

people’s occupations unless they lived on farms or in 

vicarages, inns or police- or railway-stations.    For 

instant provision of that sort of information, you have 

to pay.    Some of the answers can be found elsewhere 

in a useful 1920 District Directory and the 1923 

Kelly’s Devonshire Directory, but these have nothing 

in them about non-agricultural occupations followed 

outside the parish, which there surely were by then. 

 

Technologically, FindMyPast’s presentation of the 

Census is highly impressive.    The information can be 

searched at speed and selected items can be paid for 

and downloaded in seconds, with text and maps and 

screens within screens.    Much less effort seems to 

have gone into checking the accuracy, or the 
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likelihood, of the transcriptions, which reduces the 

project’s trustworthiness and the value, in particular, of 

the cheaper service.   The cost is prohibitive for those 

making wider enquiries but probably acceptable for 

those tracing just a handful of individuals. 

 

Regardless of reservations, we can now know more 

about our predecessors here in 1921. 

 

                                                                                                                   

Ian Stoyle 

 

 

 

Recipe 
 

Fruit Salad with Fragrant Pomegranate Seeds 
 

Enjoy a little winter luxury. Take the seeds from one 

or two pomegranates and remove any pieces of the 

yellow membrane. Sprinkle the seeds with a little rose 

water and caster sugar. Stir well and leave for an hour 

or so before adding to fresh fruit salad or yogurt. 

 

Paul Cleave 
Sustainable Crediton 

 
 

Wyndham House Surgery 
Learning from the coffee shop 

 

Over the next 2 years the NHS faces the significant 

challenge of reducing the waiting lists that have built 

up during the pandemic.  The need to get a large 

number of people in, operated on and out of hospital as 

efficiently as possible is analogous to the ‘coffee shop 

problem’ that businesses regularly face.  We do not 

have quite enough staff and we do not have quite 

enough spaces however with innovation and 

resourcefulness can we make the flow through the 

system as optimal as possible? 

 

In order to be fit enough for any medical intervention it 

is essential that any underlying disease is well 

managed and monitored.  Patients with Diabetes, 

Hypertension and lung disease will all be familiar with 

how the surgery encourages them to book for an 

annual review appointment in the month of their 

birthday. Throughout Covid we have kept this system 

running, adapting as required during the various 

waves.  Over the next few months, we are going to try 

a new method of doing an annual asthma checks by 

sending through a questionnaire that can be answered 

very quickly on your mobile phone.  If symptoms are 

well controlled, patients will score highly, and we can 

perform the whole review virtually.  

 

The enormous advantages of being able to 

communicate and meet with people without having to 

travel (and park!) have been realised during the 

pandemic. Hospitals will continue to use virtual 

appointments often in the evenings and at weekends. 

Joan Povey, our Social Digital prescriber, is planning 

to run more Open sessions about how to access the 

internet and she has some tablets provided by the 

Friends of Wyndham House that can be loaned to 

those who would like to experiment before investing.   

 

Lastly the biggest bottleneck in the healthcare chain is 

people being discharged from hospital.  Over the last 4 

years the surgery has been part of projects to optimise 

the support available to patients returning home.  We 

work closely with the RD&E Urgent Care Response 

team of Specialist Physios and Occupational 

Therapists, who mobilise post-operative patients and 

provide equipment for the very important first few 

days.  However, we should not under estimate the 

enormous help that exists within our communities 

from friends and neighbours.  During the pandemic 

many support groups formed in all our villages.  Over 

the next 2 years we are going to be part of a project 

first trialled in Somerset looking at how we can 

reinvigorate this force of willing volunteers as 

‘Community Connectors’. 

 

The successful coffee shop has a long queue of people, 

all fully informed and ready to choose and buy. They 

stand at the counter and sit at the table very 

comfortably but no longer than necessary.  The 

clearing and cleaning of those tables is performed as 

quickly as possible. A lot of these stages work best 

when the customers take an active part and help 

optimise them in small but very effective ways.   

 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 

 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
 

In spite of various adverse weather conditions we keep 

playing all through the winter. We have coaching 

sessions running on Saturday mornings with coach Jon 

Wills for both members and non members. 

 

 There are still a few places left in the Beginners 

session, so please do contact Jon on 07555 595 747 

or jrw23@hotmail.com if you are interested. We also 

have some slots left for Junior coaching starting in 

March on Wednesday evenings, so contact him or 

mailto:jrw23@hotmail.com
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Laura Leigh on 01647 24259 if your children are 

interested. 

 
Our AGM is at the end of March  and membership 

renewals also take place in March, so a good time to 

consider trying some taster sessions before making a 

decision about whether to join!  

 

All information about the Club is on our 

 website www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

  
                                                                  Sally Baldwin 

 
 

Women’s Institute 
 

WI Report for February 2022 

Hopefully the WI is back to holding regular 

meetings in the Hut again.  At the first meeting at 

the beginning of the month Rachel McKee 

fascinated everyone with a selection of items from 

her collection of china.  Rachel, who inherited her 

interest in china collecting from her mother, is 

very knowledgeable about different designers and 

manufacturers.  She had brought a few teapots for 

her display, her favourite one was a dainty 1896 

Shelley teapot which was white with a delicate 

gold trim.  Rachel had items from a range of well 

known designers and manufacturers – Suzy 

Cooper who was taken over by Wedgewood; 

Paragon, which was originally Star china and was 

taken over by Mr. Ainsley and in 1972 became 

Royal Dalton.  Rachel had a few pieces of Poole 

Pottery, which she said had a soft glaze.  

 

 Poole Pottery started in 1873.  The Pottery had a 

new factory in 1999 and can be seen still working 

on the Quayside at Poole.  Rachel told us that the 

tiles on the walls of Baker Street Underground 

Station were made by Poole Pottery, so have a 

close look next time you are there.  We were 

shown some pottery flower fairies, popular in the 

sixties and used to sit amongst flowers in a vase. 

 

 The last item Rachel showed us was a Ridgway 

cup and saucer, this was a company which 

apparently made china exclusively for 

Woolworths from 1957 until 1970.  Before 

leaving the meeting, Rachel had the difficult task 

of choosing her favourite piece of floral decorated 

china from a range of items brought in by 

members. 

 

Dates to Note: 

Tuesday, 1st March – Rosemary Griggs who will 

talk about Costume History.  Rosemary was a 

teacher before retiring to Devon to pursue her 

interest in Costume.  Competition – a posy of 

spring flowers. 

Saturday, 26th March – Monthly Coffee 

Morning and Market from 10 o’clock. 

Tuesday, 5th April – Sue Ashmole from 

Torrington Alpaca Breeding Farm.  Competition – 

a knitted item. 

Saturday, 23rd April – Monthly Coffee Morning 

and Market from 10 o’clock. 

Tuesday, 3rd May – Annual Meeting.  Discussion 

of Resolutions with Federation Advisor Angie 

Bache.  Competition – Flower of the month. 

 

All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut 

starting at 2.30pm.  New members are always 

welcome, visitors can also join meetings. 
Judy Bright 

 

TADS 
75 Years of Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society 

- Part l 

Sue Renison and I spent a very happy afternoon 

recently talking with Barbara Uglow about Thorverton 

Amateur Dramatic Society and how it began, whilst 

also dispelling several myths along the way.  Women’s 

Institutes in the past, at least here in Devon, used to 

produce plays and hold inter-branch drama 

competitions and Thorverton WI was no exception.  

Barbara said she was always interested in acting; she 

did it at school and wanted to be an actress (or a 

teacher) so, when she came to Thorverton at the age of 

15, she joined the Youth Club, and acted in a one-act 

play they produced.  She went on from Youth Club to 

join the WI for a short time, so that she could continue 

acting.  Later, when men wanted to be included and, 

obviously, were unable to be members of the Women’s 

Institute, the group broke away from the WI and 

became known as Thorverton Dramatic Society. 

 

Historically, newer TADS members were under the 

impression that the men originally came from 

Thorverton Cricket Club but this proved incorrect.  

“No, they were just men who wanted to act”.  They 

included Reg Edworthy, who was in the new society’s 

first three-act play and Derek Milford.  Plays were 

performed at the WI Hut which at that time didn’t have 

a stage; just a platform that was extended over time 

and the Society also began to take part in drama 

competitions, usually in Exeter.  The WI were 

particularly supportive of the new Dramatic Society, 

allowing it to use their premises for rehearsals and 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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performances at no charge and also allowing it to do 

whatever was needed to develop the stage, add wings, 

a proscenium arch, curtains and lighting and to also 

adapt the behind stage area to accommodate dressing 

rooms.  In return, the Society gave the profits from 

their productions to the WI.  Barbara felt very grateful 

for this generous arrangement and still likes to support  

Thorverton WI in return. 

 

I asked Barbara what was the first part she played for 

the Dramatic Society.  She did one or two one-acts, but 

“Quiet Weekend” by Esther McCracken was her first 

three-act play in which she acted alongside Reg 

(Edworthy) when she was about 18 (see photos). 

This was followed by “Children to Bless You”, 

“Autumn Crocus” and then “Miranda”. 

 

I mentioned that local folklore has it that Barbara 

brought her baby on to the stage in one of the plays she 

acted in but she soon put us straight about that.  What 

actually happened was that she played Ophelia in T B 

Morris’ play of the same name.  “Ophelia” is a one-act 

play of an imagined extra scene in Shakespeare’s 

Hamlet and Barbara was “very pregnant” at the time.  

“I wore a long white gown”, she recalled.  We all 

laughed and said it gave a totally different perspective 

on Shakespeare’s play. 

 

I wanted to know how John, Barbara’s husband, got 

involved with the group; was it because Barbara was 

involved?  This was apparently the case, “he got 

dragged in, it’s what you do, – you support each 

other”.  So, John took on the task of sound and lighting 

along with Ralph French from Rewe because they both 

liked “doing bits”.  As I recall, neither of them were 

averse to “going on the stage” either when the 

opportunity arose.  Interestingly, partners and children 

still do get “dragged in” and they either enjoy it and 

stay or hate it and leave. 

 

I’ve always remarked when looking at old photos, how 

impressive the stage sets were so I asked who made 

them and whether it was a joint effort.  Apparently 

Derek Milford put in a lot of time and effort but 

everyone lent a hand.  Barbara said they produced 

some lovely sets; for example in one of their plays all 

the scenery was painted like brickwork, imagine how 

many hours that must have taken - and all of this on 

top of rehearsing! 

 

 

I wanted to know if it was easy to attract members 

then.  Barbara said it mostly seemed to be the same 

group doing it but that she dragged in Hilary, her 

daughter, when she was a young teenager.  “If people 

were interested they just came and were made 

welcome”.  Doug Davies was one of their early 

directors and he managed to persuade a professional 

London actor who had written a play set in Devonshire 

and performed in it in the West End to reprise the role 

with TADS when they wanted to stage it.  Barbara, 

who was about 27 at the time, played a 17 year old girl 

and was very bad at learning her lines so tended to 

adapt them.  

 

 At rehearsal, the playwright asked her if she’d 

rewritten his play, to which she responded yes she had 

because “no seventeen year old girl would ever have 

said what you wrote”.  It appears he was quite taken 

aback at her boldness.  Unfortunately, the name of the 

actor and the title of his play escaped us!  Barbara 

particularly wanted it put on record that she thought 

Doug Davies, although strict in the nicest way, was a 

wonderful director.  

 

 Of course, both Derek Milford and Barbara herself 

directed and co-directed many plays and pantomimes 

for TADS but I have a sneaking feeling they both 
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preferred to be on the stage acting.  Indeed, Barbara 

confirmed this herself when she told us that she did 

enjoy directing to an extent; but it very much depended 

on what it was you were directing and who was in your 

cast.  She did seem, however, to have fond memories 

of directing “Cinderella”, with Derek Milford and 

Bernard Wills as the “Ugly Sisters”. 

 

Other stalwart members from the early days were 

Marion Crang, Rosemary Stoyle and of course Betty 

Pearn, a talented, versatile lady who did everything 

from making the costumes to musical accompaniment 

(she could transpose a song to suit one’s voice at the 

drop of a hat) and musical direction but who, 

apparently, never wanted to go on stage. 

 

We went on to reminisce about the Society’s Carnival 

Floats.  They were very fortunate because John was 

able to set up the sound and Barbara, who worked at 

Thorverton Mill, could get the lorry, which Betty 

Pearn’s husband, Ted, drove but insisted it had to be 

left scrupulously clean after it was stripped of its finery 

on the Sunday morning, as it had to be ready for 

loading very early on the Monday morning.  I recall 

the Society winning several “Best in Show” awards for 

its floats and, after it was all over for another year, we 

partied. 

 

I ended by asking which, of all the parts she played, 

she enjoyed the most and she said she really liked 

“Miranda” but remembers having to be carried because 

her mermaid’s tail prevented her from walking.  When 

asked who carried her, she said Reg (Edworthy) and 

another young fellow, whose name she can’t recall but 

that she felt very uncomfortable when he carried her 

because he was so young.  She also particularly 

enjoyed playing in “Autumn Crocus”, a play written 

by Dodie Smith under the pseudonym of C L Anthony 

and says that some lines still come back to her.  She 

also enjoyed playing opposite Derek Milford’s leading 

man in several plays but amused us by saying that 

Hilary, who was a young teenager at the time, took a 

dislike to Derek because he and Barbara had to kiss on 

stage; but, Barbara said, “she soon got used to it”. 

 

Barbara’s final reminiscence was of the first time she 

took part in a play at school; her character wanted the 

moon and at some time during the play she was handed 

a yellow balloon which represented her “moon”; but 

she let it go and it floated into the audience and she 

lost it - “I remember that very well” she said wistfully. 

 

Sheena Hunter-Hedges and Sue Renison 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 
 

 

Someone Had Watched 

 

From the thickening hedgetop rose 

A mallard duck on whirring wing, 

Which prompted us to seek and find 

Her nest nearby – for it was spring. 

 

A cosy, lovely work of art 

It was for such as she, who owned 

Nothing to aid her in this work. 

Seven eggs lay beautifully enthroned. 

 

Three weeks passed by and yet again 

We trod the self-same path which led 

To where the nest lay empty, cold, 

We thought – 'are they alive or dead?' 

 

And then our feet turned to the brook 

Which meandered by so merrily, 

On whirring wing she rose – what fright! 

What thrill! - so unexpectedly. 

 

There were her precious fluffy brood 

Clustered happily in the grass, 

Just where we chanced to wander by. 

Who led our feet this way to pass? 

 

Homeward we trod with happy hearts 

For having witnessed such a sight. 

In this wild creature's world, we knew 

Someone had watched – they were all right. 

 

Doreen Beer, from her book  

'Poems of the English Countryside' 

 

 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

On my local walking route I came across a beautiful 

mature hare with black tips to its long ears and long 

speed inducing legs. Sadly it was dead on the road, no 

doubt hit by a vehicle.  

 

The morning after Storm Eunice rampaged through the 

South West I took the opportunity of a one hour walk 

before the wind and rain returned. The sun was out to 

start with but soon clouded over and the wind began to 

pick up. In that small window of calm several birds 

were singing including skylark, dunnock, robin and 

song thrush. A great spotted woodpecker was 

drumming. A small group of goldfinches tinkled their 

calls as they flew over and a flock of fieldfare 
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‘chakked’ as they left their perches in nearby trees. 

Best of all was Windhover the kestrel doing as it says 

in its nickname. 

 

In March look out for blackbirds, robin and wren 

carrying nesting material and the arrival of the first 

swallow. 

   

In A to Z below I come to the letter U. There is hardly 

anything with a common name starting with U and so I 

resort to using Latin names to fulfil this letter of the 

alphabet. 

 

A to Z  Ulex (Gorse) 

The two gorse species mentioned here are Common 

gorse and Western gorse.  

  

Ulex europaeus the common gorse or furze is the gorse 

to be found around the Parish of Thorverton, for 

example in hedgerows and at Raddon Top. It is also 

found on the moors, heaths and near the sea. It can 

grow to six feet and if unmanaged will grow woody, 

the stems die and collapse giving room for growth of 

new shoots. Lichens grow on old stems and on 

decaying stems can been seen orange-yellow coloured 

Yellow brain fungus Tremella mesenterica. The main 

flowering season for common gorse is March to May. 

  

Western gorse Ulex gallii is a much smaller plant 

growing up to three feet and flowers from July to 

September, later than common gorse. It grows on 

Dartmoor, Exmoor, heathland and the coast but does 

not grow on calcareous soil. It forms cushion shaped 

mounds and is intermingled with heather on the moors 

to create a beautiful spectacle of yellow and pink-

purple in later summer.  

 

Gorse is a valuable plant for many animal species. Its 

blossom attracts several bee species. Larvae of Silver-

studded blue and Green hairstreak butterflies feed on 

gorse as do several species of moth larvae. 

 

 Males of the small micro moth Cydia ulicetana with a 

forewing length of 5-7mm can be found between 

March and September flying around gorse in sunshine. 

Its larvae feed on unripe seeds inside seedpods of 

gorse. It is commonly referred to as the gorse moth. 

Larvae of another micro moth Agonopterix umbellana 

feed within spun shoots of gorse and is known as gorse 

soft shoot moth.  

 

The Gorse Shieldbug Piezodorus lituratus lays eggs on 

gorse flowers and after hatching its larvae feed on the 

flowers, fruits and seed. We are acquainted with the 

saying ‘when the gorse is out of bloom then kissing is 

out of fashion’ to recognise gorse flowers all year 

although as already mentioned it has its peak flowering 

period. The continuous flowering is a strategy for 

gorse survival due to being a food preference of many 

insect species. 

 

The Dartford Warbler is one of several small bird 

species that will use gorse bushes as a nesting site. 

This warbler can be spotted on Aylesbeare Common 

Nature Reserve.  

 

Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo of common gorse at Raddon Top was taken 

12th April 2020 during lockdown when we were 

allowed one recreational walk a day.  

about:blank
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History Society 
Pre-History in the Exe Valley - The Thorverton 

Community Archaeology Project 2019 

A Zoom Talk for the Thorverton History Society by 

Paul Rainbird from AC Archaeology  

 

 

 

 

  

Following a well attend AGM, we enjoyed a detailed 

explanation and discussion of the significant 

prehistoric sites in our immediate geographical area 

and the results and analysis of the Community 

Archaeological Project that was supported by so 

many from the village over the two weeks of the dig. 

 

A proposal to extend the church graveyard and lithic 

scatters documented from field walking in the area, 

prompted the initial investigations as prehistoric finds 

were likely. Three trenches subsequently found 

further pieces of worked flint and a small amount of 

middle Neolithic ‘Peterborough ware’ and meant 

further excavations were required. 

 

The success of local interest and funding resulted in a 

dig in two areas, in established areas of interest from 

geophysical mapping and from historic tithe map 

boundaries. The results and the process have already 

been recorded for Focus in the December 2020 

edition.  Nevertheless, both the content and the detail 

of this talk from Paul were fascinating to hear once 

more. 

 

What was even more interesting was to follow the 

process of deduction and use of pre-existing evidence 

and sites to provide evidential support for the final 

conclusions.  In the case of  Area 2 which seemed to 

be a circular ditch with possible pits and post holes 

central to the circular ditch feature initially indicated 

that it could be possibly a monumental structure in 

the form of a henge or barrow.  

 

 However, paleo-environmental samples of pottery 

identified at the site were mid Neolithic or Bronze 

Age, while further samples of wheat grains and svelt 

(only introduced into 

Britain in the mid Bronze 

Age) narrowed down the 

dating to approximately 

1000BCE or the late 

Bronze Age. This 

archaeologists were able 

to correspond our site to 

known ringwork, typical 

of southeast England, as a 

small settlement, but 

nonetheless special in its 

landscape, while the 

range of dated evidence 

allowed the possibility of 

there being two phases of 

roundhouse on the site. 

The discovery just being 

pipped to the post as the 

first roundhouse 

discovered in Devon, by the Hill Barton site! 

 

 

Overall the finds allowed firm conclusions to be 

made that there was a Middle Neolithic settlement on 

the site and a curious cursus type enclosure similar to 

the area well established near Stonehenge, an early 

Bronze Age ‘beaker’ settlement and also a late 

Bronze Age settlement. For those who wish to follow 

up these conclusions they will be published in the 

Devon Archaeological Society proceedings by 

Henrietta Quinnell. 
 

This was a fascinating talk about the process of 

discovery and conclusions about the past on our own 

doorstep and neatly precedes some of our anticipated 

talks for the coming year.  

 

Our soonest being on the 25 February by Derek 

Gore about Vikings in the West Country. 

Then on the 26 March, we welcome Olaf Bayer to 

speak on the Neolithic history of Thorverton.  

 

Ann Marshall 
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The Joy of Liapwinatt* 
 

*Living in a place which is not a tourist trap 
 

Thorverton is a delightful, picturesque village with 

cobbled footpaths and watercourses plus an attractive 

village green. Compare this with some of the tourist 

villages on Dartmoor (such Lustleigh or Widecombe); 

not a lot of visual difference, but they suffer from the 

streets being continually blocked by parked tourist cars 

(and even coaches). Some villages have fought back 

with unsightly double yellow lines and large car parks 

on the edge of the village. Here in Thorverton we are 

fortunate to have just about sufficient parking 

available, but certainly no room for extra tourist traffic. 

 

Tourists require tourist-type shops selling souvenirs etc 

and places to eat and drink. Residents in these tourist 

meccas seldom use these venues intended for visitors 

and it just makes living there less pleasant. AirBnB 

and other rental agencies are a further problem. The 

profits available from renting out a house, cottage or 

room to tourists ends up with unavailable housing for 

year-round residents who are priced out of the market. 

Furthermore, the profits from renting often end up 

being exported from the community to the owners of 

the second homes. Some coastal villages in Wales and 

Cornwall have almost no permanent residents. We are 

fortunate in Thorverton in that we do not have that 

situation. 

 

However we are on a 

Lands End to John 

O’Groats route, which 

fortunately carries fairly 

infrequent cyclists and 

walkers who do not 

contribute to the scourge 

of too many tourists. In 

fact they almost all make 

use of the shop and eat a 

picnic using the excellent 

seats on the Jubilee 

Green. 

 

Over-Tourism is a 

phenomenon which is (or 

at least was, before 

Covid) on the increase in 

particular hot spots 

around the world. 

Barcelona and Venice are 

among cities where 

regulations have had to 

be brought in to reduce 

(or, at least, control) tourism. Dubrovnik now has 

completely jam-packed streets due its popularity 

following its use as a location in the “Game of 

Thrones”. One (perhaps the only) advantage of this 

packing of tourists into a small space is that it leaves 

the rest of the country without crowds. This was 

particularly the case in Majorca where the tourist 

centres in the South, around Palma and Magaluf, leave 

the very scenic north-west of the island pleasantly 

under-populated (even for wild camping!). 

 

There is no pleasure in going on holiday and finding 

everywhere you go so crowded that you have to queue 

everywhere. I can’t see the attraction of Disneyland-

like theme parks where, if you analyse it, the time 

spent queuing far exceeds the time spent using the 

rides. Half an hour queing is considered good while 

waiting for more an an hour frequent. Many city 

centres are becoming so crowded that there is little 

pleasure to be gained from visiting. Low emission 

zones (LEZ and ULEZ) are a move by many cities to 

prevent overuse of the central regions by polluting 

vehicles (such as an elderly campervan!). 

 

So, fortunate Thorverton residents, continue to be very 

appreciative of LIAPWINATT…and long may it 

continue. 

 

John Spivey  
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Trees of Thorverton  
9. Dunsaller Oak  

 

 

 

I make no apology for choosing another oak tree for 

this month’s featured tree. This particular magnificent 

oak stands just off the footpath from Berrysbridge to 

Dunsaller. This walk is lovely, particularly in the 

winter, with the snowdrops and cyclamen in flower 

just a few yards to the north of the oak, or in early-

spring with large clumps of daffodils near to the 

Dunsaller path. I thoroughly recommend it. 

 

I love to see the ring of plant growth underneath this 

oak. There is a carpet of greenery, which on close 

inspection when I visited in the lull between storms 

Dudley and Eunice, appeared to be mostly celandines 

interspersed with ivy, forming an almost uniform circle 

under the tree, spreading as far as the extent of the 

branches of the tree, then stopping abruptly. 

 

I would be interested to hear whether anyone knows 

the approximate age of this tree. We should be able to 

get an idea of its age by measuring its girth. The usual 

way is to measure around the tree 5 feet above the 

ground. Measuring the girth in inches (or in cm and 

dividing by 2.5) should give a rough indication of its 

age as trees are reckoned to grow about an inch 

(2.5cm) a year – rather more in earlier years, rather 

less as they grow old. I measured it as 15 feet and 6 

inches (about 470cm) which would suggest an age of 

about 185 years, ie dating from about 1837.  

 

 

 

 

Neville Lane 
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Ramblings on Rambling 
 

 

Swallow that frog! 

 

This is the title of a self-help work urging the reader to 

decide what their most difficult or unpleasant task is on a 

given day, and to start with that.  I’m not suggesting that  

the daily walk is either unpleasant or difficult but I do  

think it should be a priority to get out there first thing, 

 before the business of the day takes over.  Otherwise  

you might never get round to it. 

 

I was gratified to learn recently that NICE (The National 

Institute for Health and Care Excellence) agrees with 

me about the value of walking, especially as an antidote to 

depression.  In fact, current advice to GPs is to cut down  

on anti-depressants and prescribe regular exercise, 

especially walking.  I personally have always found that a 

country walk rarely fails to lift the spirits.  However, it  

can only do so much.  I have on my shelves a book  

entitled Walking for Weight Loss, but personally I 

have never lost a single ounce this way.  Since Christmas I 

have doubled the number of steps I take every day but  

this has not resulted in weight loss.  Hardly surprising  

when countless experiments reported in serious 

scientific journals have demonstrated that the weight  

loss brought about by exercise alone is negligible or  

non-existent.  The only way to lose weight is to reduce 

 the calorie intake, i.e. eat less.  Walking will make you  

feel better but not look slimmer.  There is even a danger  

that starting a regular walk will make you hungrier and  

more likely to ingest extra calories. 

 

I concede that walking conditions have not been  

favourable of late, especially with the unprecedented  

amount of mud around.  Personally I don’t mind  

wading through mud and thanks to dexterous balancing  

acts on my part I have so far avoided falling into any.  

 On a couple of mornings recently the underfoot  

squelch of mud was mercifully replaced by the crackle of  

ice as I proceeded across the path in Fairoak as over a 

causeway in a frozen sea. 

 

Last month I went into some detail about how to fill up  

the time while walking, and one of the things I came up  

with was singing.  I shared with you how I perform  

my version of Nessun Dorma to bewildered audiences 

of sheep as I roam the countryside.  I also do a rendition 

of O sole mio.  So far neither interpretation has  

received public recognition.  However, with  

Some Enchanted Evening it is different.  I practised this  

for weeks during my morning walks with a view to 

performing at our Golden Wedding anniversary. On the day, 

as the final top E, stretching my baritone range to the limit, 

brought the song to its climax, Never let her go, I felt it 

had gone well.  The audience of family and friends  

thought so too; some said they had never heard anything  

like it.  A success due entirely to early morning rehearsals 

while out walking. 

 

On a recent walk I decided on the music I would like for 

my funeral.  To my astonishment, that same afternoon  

we attended a funeral in Tiverton where that very piece 

of music was played.  What is more, I had never heard  

that choice at anyone’s funeral before.  Uncanny.   

Which all goes to show that anything can happen when you 

ramble. 

Maurice Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the old Yew trees in the Church Yard blew 

down in the recent storms 
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Thorverton AFC   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton 2nds 1 Morchard Bishop 1 

 

On a heavy pitch, we toiled hard, had the majority of 

possession, yet we could not break down the stubborn 

resistance of the opposition. 

 

Our visitors will be happy with a point, whereas we 

were left frustrated. 

 

The visitors went one up on their only foray into our 

box in the 1st half. A cracking cross met by their 

player who nodded home emphatically. 

 

We bombarded their box with a succession of set 

pieces, yet nothing fell favourably. 

 

Eventually, Jack Tweedie had a swing with his 

unfavoured right foot, and luckily he was only two 

yards out, so managed to hit the target. 

 

Man of the Match, Harry Stoneman, along with Lil 

Chris and Points marshalled the defence well. 

 

Harry Drew taking the opportunity to gain 90 mins, 

dropping down from the 1sts, showed his class dealing 

with the hard graft and being a positive influence on 

those around him. Exactly the performance hoped for, 

when dropping down a few levels. 

 

Will Hawkins had two goals disallowed for offside, 

which were the appropriate decisions, yet frustrated us 

due to poor communication from their linesman. 

 

Overall, it felt like we were not quite brave enough to 

do the hard running to seek victory, perhaps with the 

fear of exposing ourselves to the counter. 

 

A game that was credit to Div 7, as it was enjoyable to 

watch and felt like two teams performing at a higher 

level. 

   
 

Thorverton in Bloom 
I hope that you have been thinking about how best you 

can put on a good display in your street this summer as 

part of Thorverton in Bloom.  

 

Do talk to neighbours and think creatively about how 

to brighten your street up. Thorverton is already 

looking pretty good, with the Jubilee Green in 

excellent shape and with loads more daffodils coming 

up around the village this year, so let us see if we can 

build on this and have Thorverton the envy of 

neighbouring villages this summer. 

Neville Lane 

 
 
 

 
 
Pleased to note that Heritage have plant 7 new trees 

to replace the ones cut down for the footpath. 

John Spivey 

 

 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  35   Vol 53 No 2 March 22022 
 

 

Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 
 

THE TEMPEST 

For Amelie Isaac, who enjoy Shakespeare. 

 

The Tempest tells of imaginary happenings on an 

enchanted island. 

 

Beauty, innocence, terror and nonsense clash before 

settling into a lasting  peace, thanks to the  greatest 

magician of them all, Shakespeare himself, in a play 

that contains some of his loveliest poetry. 

 

The story opens with the storm that gives the play its 

name.The scene on board ship is intensely dramatic. 

The King of Naples is returning from the wedding of 

his daughter in Tunis,and his ship is caught in a 

tempest. The King and his courtiers try to assert their 

authority, but the sea cares nothing for them, and 

neither does the boatswain who is trying to keep the 

ship afloat. The winds grow fiercer and the ship splits 

in two. Their prayers and the shouting die away, and 

there is a final resigned comment from one of the 

passengers; "The wills above be done. But I would fain 

die a dry death 

 

The storm is not a natural one. It has been raised by an 

enchanter, Prospero, who lives on a nearby island with 

his 15-year-old daughter, Miranda. Miranda is both 

beautiful and compassionate, and she watches the 

wrecking of the ship through horrified eyes.She does 

not know that her father is as caring, for by his magical 

power he has made sure that all will survive and find 

their way to the island for a special purpose of his own. 

 

 Twelve years earlier, when  Prospero was the Duke of 

Milan, his wicked brother Antonio plotted with the 

King of Naples to overthrow him, and he and his baby 

daughter were placed in an open boat to drift until they 

died. But a kind counsellor, Gonzalo, put in food, 

drink and Prospero's books of magic and the boat 

found its way to the enchanted island. Now,12 years 

later, the conspirators, the King of Naples and the 

Duke of Milan, reach this same island with their 

households and Prospero works his magic upon them. 

 

The magician has a servant, Ariel, whom Prospero has 

released from a cleft pine where a witch had fastened 

him for refusing to obey her evil commands. Prospero 

generously taught Caliban, the witch's son, to speak, 

and in return Caliban attacked his daughter. Since then 

he has been kept as a slave, his fury only held in check 

by Prospero's magical powers. Ariel is a bright spirit of 

the air, while Caliban is a sullen and vengeful thing of 

the earth. 

 

Prospero has promised Ariel freedom in a week if his 

orders are carried out. The first order is to bring 

everyone safely ashore. When the ship is safe  the 

passengers wander about different parts of the island. 

Ferdinand, the king's handsome son, sits alone in 

mourning, for he believes himself to be the sole 

survivor, and Prospero sends Ariel to fetch him. 

 

Miranda is asleep, made so by her father's magic art, 

and while Prospero waits for Prince Ferdinand he 

orders Caliban to bring in the wood. Caliban curses 

them both, father and daughter, for he cannot forget 

that he was lord of the island until Prospero arrived 

and took control. 

 

  When thou camest first, 

Thou strok'est me and made much of me, wouldst give 

me 

Water with berries in 't, and teach me how 

To name the bigger light, and how the less 

That burn by day and night; and then I loved thee.  

 

 

Prospero reminds him of what he tried to do to 

Miranda, and Caliban remembers it with a howl of 

glee. “Would it had been done." He would still like to 

harm them both, but he is helpless against his master's 

enchantment and he has no use for the language he has 

been taught, except to curse with it. 

 

 

Prospero awakens his daughter, and she catches sight 

of Ferdinand. He is the first man apart from her father 

she has seen in 12 years, and he seems as beautiful as a 

god. The prince is equally awed by her loveliness. 

 "O you wonder." 

 

 

Prospero pretends to think that the young man is a spy. 

He takes him prisoner and threatens to feed him roots 

and sea water, while Miranda assures him that her 

father does not usually behave in so harsh a way. 

Prospero is delighted that the two have passed his test 

and obviously fallen in love, and he now sets Ariel a 

further task. 

 

Elsewhere on the island, the King of Naples and his 

courtiers lament the death of his son, and not even his 

wise old counsellor, Gonzalo can comfort him. The 

invisible Ariel plays solemn music that sends most of 

the company to sleep. He then flies to the King of 

Naples, who has been searching the island for 
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Ferdinand. 

 

 Only two men are left awake; the evil  brothers of 

Prospero and the King of Naples. They plan to murder 

the sleeping King so that Antonio can rule Naples in 

his stead.. As they draw their swords to commit the 

murder, watchful Ariel wakes Gonzalo and the King. 

Meanwhile Caliban can thinks of nothing but his 

hatred of Prospero. 

 

All the infections that the sun sucks up 

From bogs, fens, flats on Proser fall, and make him 

By inch-meal a disease . 

 

Caliban feels that the whole island is peopled with 

tormenting spirits to punish him for being late with the 

wood, and when a stranger approaches, he falls on his 

face. The stranger is Trinculo, the king's jester, and he 

is fascinated by Caliban, sprawled at his feet, and only 

wishes he had him in England to exhibit as a freak. He 

crawls under Caliban's coat for shelter from the rain, 

remarking "Misery acquaints a man with strange 

bedfellows." 

 

Trinculo's friend Stefano enters. He was the King's 

butler and is now the worse for drink and 

 there follows an amusing scene with all three of them 

getting drunk. Caliban is quite prepared to kiss the 

butler's foot and, freed from Prospero, become his 

servant. He goes off shouting a splendid new song of 

his own invention: 

 

'Ban,'Ban, Ca-Caliban, 

               Has a new master - get a new man. 

 

Prince Ferdinand is another bearer of logs. Miranda 

steals out to persuade the prince to stop working or let 

her carry the logs for him. In the end, they talk of 

marriage and exchange vows of love instead of 

carrying wood, much to the listening Prospero's 

delight. 

 

Caliban loves Stefano but hates Trinculo; "Bite him to 

death, I prithee." He persuades the other two to come 

with him and murder Prospero while he is sleeping, 

suggesting they smash his skull with the nearest log, 

burn his books and seize his daughter so that the three 

of them can rule the island in his stead. He is a 

fascinating mixture of the violent, the cringing and the 

poetical. 

Q 

Ariel, invisible,  has been listening to them and plays a 

little tune on his pipe, but Caliban is undisturbed; "Be 

not afeard, the isle is full of noises. “Ariel flies to the 

King of Naples and his courtiers, who have been 

wearily searching the island for the lost prince. A 

magic banquet is brought to them, and just as they are 

about to eat it , Ariel appears and the table vanishes in 

thunder and lightning. He speaks to the three men who 

tried to destroy Prospero, frightening them. 

 

Prospero has been preparing a wedding masque for his 

daughter and her young prince. Three goddesses 

descend to earth to the sound of soft music to celebrate 

the wedding. After a dance they vanish, and Prospero 

speaks Shakespeare's enchanted and enchanting words: 

 

    Our revels now are ended. These our actors, 

    As I foretold you, we're all spirits, and 

    Are melted into air, into thin air, 

    And, like the baseless fabric of this vision, 

    The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces, 

    The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 

    Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve 

    And like this insubstantial pageant faded, 

    Leave not a wrack behind. We are such stuff 

    As dreams are made on, and our little life 

    Is rounded with a sleep ......... 

 

Prospero knows the time is coming when he must 

leave the island and go back to the ordinary world of 

men. When he does that, he will leave his magic 

behind him. 

 

I'll break my staff, 

    Bury it certain fathoms in the earth, 

    And deeper than did ever plummet sound, 

    I'll drown my book. 

 

His last act is to thwart the murderous plots that have 

been hatched on the island, and with all gathered, 

Prospero tells them they have been punished enough. 

Caliban returns to work convinced he has behaved like 

a "thrice double ass." Antonio is forgiven and restores 

the kingdom to his brother. The repentant King of 

Naples finds his son again and joyfully welcomes 

Miranda as his daughter. Prospero, now duke of Milan 

and a magician no longer, will sail home with them to 

attend the wedding, and Ariel will provide calm seas 

for the homeward voyage. Prospero gives his servant a 

final and loving farewell, and Ariel goes off to enjoy 

the delighted freedom of which he has sung: 

 

    Where the bee sucks, there suck I, 

    In a cowslip's bell I lie, 

    There I crouch when owls do cry. 

    On the bat's back I do fly 

    After summer merrily. 

    Merrily, merrily shall I live now 

    Under the blossom that hangs on the bough. 

 

                      Andrew Hoellering 
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The Sky at Night  
March 2022 

 

March Sky. Imperceptibly, the New Moon will 

feature beside the setting Sun. The fine but 

thickening crescent will be more visible a few nights 

later. By March 18 the Moon will have 

migrated across the night sky to the West, a 

Full Moon rising as the Sun sets in the East. 

Two days later, it’s the March Equinox. 

The Earth’s tilting axis is now sideways to 

the Sun which shines directly onto the 

equator. Day and night are both exactly 12 

hours long. 

 

Saturn’s moons 1. Why so much fuss? 

Well, compared to our Moon, they are 

more active or at least, more interesting. 

Take the ring moons, like Pan, within the 

large hole called the Encke Gap. Then 

there’s the little (a few km) Prometheus and 

Pandora; more like wolves than shepherds, 

tumbling and toying with the edges of their 

rings, constantly rearranging the shape of 

the ripples. There are 62 named so far and 

yet more to follow from the supposed 150 

moons and moonlets. All comprise at least 

a little rock with a lot of water ice, laced copiously 

with methane and ammonia. Seven of them are 

spherical and orbit regularly in circular paths in the 

same direction as Saturn’s rotation. Smaller moons 

not only have orbits out of the central plane, but also 

in the opposite direction suggesting that they were 

bodies captured after the formation of the planet and 

its main moons. Rhea and Titan are the closest of 

these large moons.  

 

In the past, astrophysicists assumed that heavenly 

bodies far out in the deep recesses of the solar system 

would be little more than snow balls or cosmic 

sorbet. How wrong they were! 

 

Take Titan, the largest of the moons. Uniquely, it has 

a substantial atmosphere of nitrogen and loosely 

suspended up to hundreds of km above the moon, its 

shear mass produces a surface pressure 50% higher 

than ours! It’s so cold that Titan has freezing clouds, 

cold rain, and perishing rivers, lakes and seas of 

liquid hydrocarbons much like those, hypercooled, 

pressurized and forced into the much loved gas 

containers for caravans and leisure parks. The largest 

seas are hundreds of feet deep and hundreds of miles 

wide. Beneath Titan’s thick crust of water-ice is more 

liquid—an ocean primarily of water rather than 

methane. We know it’s there because the Cassini 

space module sent a miniature Huygen’s probe to 

land on its exotic surface (video available on 

YouTube). Titan’s subsurface water could be a place 

to harbour life. Fig.1 Titan monitors Saturn in real 

colour by NASA  

 

Then there’s Mimas, at 400km it’s the smallest moon 

to collapse almost into a sphere under its own gravity 

(see fig.2 NASA/JPL). Even so, Saturn manages to 

suck it towards the shape of a lemon.  Mimas is 

mostly composed of water-ice, with just a small 

amount of rock thrown in. In this respect, Mimas is 

much like Tethys, Rhea, and Dione. Like our moon, 

its rotation matches its orbit, so one side always faces 

the planet. The central, Herschel Crater occupies a 

third of its face. Named after the famous C18th 

British astronomer, it has walls several miles high. 

This is a remnant of a truly huge collision which 

must have all but ruptured its whole structure. Others 

cover the entire surface, crater upon crater, 

suggesting that the moon is ancient. It wobbles very 

well, with its small rocky core rotating freely, but 

eccentrically, within an inner ocean of slush and 

water. Such oscillations are almost certainly 
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exacerbated by interactions with the nearby Tethys 

and Pandora. 

 

Take Enceladus. At 500km across, it’s not large. 

There again, it’s not small either. Imagine a failed 

wheel joint: the shattered ball bearings heating up, 

whilst graunching and grinding where once the 

frictionless passage of smooth surfaces continued 

forever. The rocks inside Enceladus are likewise 

shattered and hot; they should be warm with 

radioactivity, like those of Earth. Yet much more heat 

is generated by the wrecking tidal forces induced by 

Saturn’s enormous gravitational energy, constantly 

pulling the moon away from its preferred straight 

trajectory away to the stars. Cassini discovered 

venting much like a series of volcanoes beside one of 

the poles. Plumes of steam-like spray having forced 

their way through weaker ice make their way 

hundreds of km out into space. Analysis shows that 

water, ice, salt and other minerals erupt from the 

moon’s deep insides, like a Slush Puppy shaken out 

of a bottle of hot fizz. But from where does this hot 

spume emanate? The 20km of ice crust, thinning at 

the poles, covers underlying water, which forms an 

ocean shroud that can seep down into the hot, broken 

rocks beneath, just like water spooned onto hot sauna 

bricks. Hydrothermal vents may well exist, much like 

those shrimp-covered towers found on our own 

Earth’s ocean beds and often cited as potential 

sources for the origin of life. Perhaps similar life 

exists out there in the solar system’s deep freeze. 

Fig.3 courtesy of NASA and ESA 

 

Peter Hargood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 Manslaughter is a common law offence. In Church 

[1966], Edmund Davies said, “there has never been a 

complete and satisfactory definition of 

manslaughter.” The result is that the offence can be 

committed in a number of ways. A conviction for 

manslaughter will follow where the accused has the 

necessary malice aforethought for murder but is able 

to successfully plead either of two statutory defences, 

namely, ‘Loss of control’ as provided by the 

Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (CorJA 2009) or 

‘Diminished responsibility’ as provided by the 

Homicide Act 1957 as amended by the CorJA 2009. 

These instances are referred to as ‘Voluntary 

Manslaughter’. 

 

‘Involuntary manslaughter’ covers those instances 

where the accused has killed, but in circumstances 

where the accused did not possess the malice 

aforethought for murder. The three circumstances in 

which a person might be convicted of involuntary 

manslaughter are where the killing occurs as a result 

of the accused having committed an unlawful and 

dangerous act; where the killing occurred in 

circumstances where the accused had acted in a 

grossly negligent manner, and lastly, where the 

accused has acted in a subjectively recklessness 

manner resulting in the death of the victim. 

 

Some readers will be aware of the recent events 

which took place at Barkin Gate Farm, a 208 acre site 

owned by Malcolm and Janet Woodhouse but rented 

out to Ian Banks, a gamekeeper. Banks used the land 

for the business, ‘Lancashire Game’, that he runs 

with his wife and stepson, selling game meat. In 

addition to the business of selling game meat, Mr 

Banks made use of the land to organise shooting 

parties. At the end of a recent £900 per head pheasant 

shoot, the party were returning in a Polaris Ranger 

4x4 and a trailer carrying 11 people. The return 

journey required a crossing of the River Roeburn; it 

has been reported that this was attempted via a 

rickety wooden bridge supported by scaffolding. Part 

way across, the bridge gave way, and the 4x4 and the 

trailer plunger into the river. Brian Harwood died as a 

result of the accident and two men required hospital 

treatment. 

 

Reports state that three men, a 55-year-old man from 

Preston, one assumes to be Mr Banks, and two other 

men were arrested on suspicion of gross negligence 

manslaughter. In the event that the Crown 

Prosecution Service believe that there is sufficient 

evidence to secure a conviction what will need to be 

proved? The leading case is Adomako [1994] in 

which an anaesthetist failed to notice for six minutes 

during an operation that the oxygen supply to a 
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patient had become disconnected. The patient died. 

The anaesthetist was convicted of gross negligence 

manslaughter and the conviction was upheld by the 

House of Lords.  

 

The elements of gross negligence manslaughter were 

identified as being: - 

*that the accused owed a duty of care to the victim; 

*the accused breached this duty of care; 

*the negligence of the accused was gross, and 

*that the accused’s gross negligence caused the death 

of the victim. 

 

The issue of whether the accused owed a duty of care 

to the victim will be determined in accordance with 

civil law principles and I have written previously 

when dealing with the tort of negligence of the duty 

owed by event organisers to those taking part. There 

can be little doubt that those organising the shoot 

owed a duty to those taking part, both those engaged 

in the act of shooting and those engaged as beaters to 

flush out the birds in order that they might be shot.  

Breach of duty will require evidence that the accused 

failed to live up to the standards of the reasonable 

person in the same situation or having the same 

occupation; in this case the standards which would be 

expected of someone organising a shoot. 

 

How is the matter of ‘gross negligence’ to be 

determined? What distinguishes ‘negligence’ 

sufficient to found an action in the civil law, from the 

gross negligence required for a criminal conviction? 

In Bateman [1994], Lord Hewart said gross 

negligence occurred where, “the negligence of the 

accused went beyond a mere matter of compensation 

between subjects and showed such a disregard for 

the life and safety of others as to amount to a crime 

against the state and conduct deserving of 

punishment.” 

 

In Winterton [2018] the accused, a construction site 

manager was convicted of gross negligence 

manslaughter when the victim, a labourer on a 

building site that the accused managed, died when a 

soil trench collapsed. The accused had been warned 

about the trench’s instability. On the facts of the case, 

the question was when, not if, the trench would 

collapse. As a result, there was a reasonable 

foreseeability of serious and obvious risk of death to 

anyone in or near the trench. Either the accused saw 

the risks and ignored them, or failed to see risks, 

which would have been obvious to a reasonable 

person in his position. 

 

If we apply the reasoning in Winterton, to the 

present situation, given the reported fragile state of 

the bridge, did the organisers of the shoot either see 

the risks but chose to ignore them, or fail to see risks 

which would have been obvious to a reasonable 

person in their position?  

 

Finally did the negligence of the accused cause to 

death of the victim, both factually and legally? 

Factual causation is determined by applying the ‘but 

for’ test; but for the negligence would the victim 

have died? Legal causation requires proof that a 

culpable act or omission of the accused caused the 

death of the victim and that the conduct of the 

accused was a substantial and operating cause of the 

death of the victim. 

 

If the prosecution is able to satisfy the jury on all four 

issues, then the jury should find the accused guilty of 

gross negligence manslaughter. 

 

The issue now rests with the Crown Prosecution 

Service to determine whether it is felt that there is 

sufficient evidence to secure a conviction. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

Footnote: Readers may recall the spat between 

Marks&Spencer and Aldi where M&S accused Aldi 

of copying Colin the Caterpillar cake with their, 

Aldi’s Cuthbert the Caterpillar cake.  

 

The parties have reached a secretive deal over the 

copy caterpillar row. M&S have indicted that they 

are pleased with the outcome. A spokesperson on 

behalf of Cuthbert has tweeted, “getting out early on 

good behaviour, keep an eye out for Cuthy B this 

spring”.  

 

In another statement it was said that “Cuthbert is 

looking forward to meeting up with old friends.” 
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Puzzles 
I hope that no-one spent too long puzzling over my 

“speeding motorist” problem in February’s Focus. 

The problem did not quite come out as I had intended 

because I omitted to tell you what the speed limit was 

through the stretch of road with road works! I had 

intended for this to be 50mph, in which case the 

answer as to the speed theoretically permitted for the 

final ⅔ of a mile if the first ⅓ was covered at 30mph 

would be 75mph. I can show my calculations should 

anyone want to see them. The catch is that 

presumably the 70mph speed limit applies even 

where an average speed limit of 50mph is in place. 

Or does it? 

 

Fortunately, the “simple addition” problem was not 

my own composition. In it I asked if you could show 

that four added to six could make eleven. The answer 

is to use Roman numerals of course. If you write 

down the Roman numeral for four – IV – and then 

turn the page upside down to write the Roman 

numeral for six – VI – touching the first numerals, 

you will see that you have made XI (ie the Roman 

numerals for eleven). 

Enough of this nonsense. On with this month’s 

puzzles: 

 

a) Binary 

This is a puzzle that I have only just latched onto, but 

which you might like to try. You need to complete 

the grid with 1s and 0s so that each row and each 

column has five 1s and five 0s, with the same number 

never appearing in more than two consecutive 

squares in any row or column. Also, each row and 

each column must have a different sequence of 1s 

and 0s to any other row and column.  

 

All clear?! Have a go: 

 

        1  

   0      0 

    1     0 

 1    0  0   

0  0        

  0        

    1 1    0 

 1       1  

   1 1   0   

1     0 0   0 

 

b) Su Doku 

 

Each horizontal and vertical line and each 3x3 square 

must contain each of the numbers from one to nine:  

 

5 1 3 9 7  2   

         

 2  4  5  8  

 8  2    1  

6        3 

 9    6  4  

 3  8  9  2  

         

  7  4 2 6 3 8 

 

Please do let me know whether the Su Doku puzzles 

in Focus each month are too hard, too easy or just 

about right. I would welcome feedback. 

 

c) Dominoes 

All of the 28 domino pieces from 0-0 through to 6-6 

have been placed once into the grid. Can you work 

out where each of them is placed? 

 

You might find it 

helpful to mark off each 

domino in the grid here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy puzzling.  

Neville Lane 

2 4 4 1 4 4 6 2 

0 6 6 5 2 2 3 4 

2 5 2 6 1 2 6 1 

1 6 6 4 0 3 1 3 

5 0 3 0 0 0 1 4 

3 0 4 5 5 1 2 5 

3 5 3 3 5 0 1 6 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

6        

5        

4        

3        

2        

1        

0        
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Adverts              
 

        
      

      
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Advertise your 
business here for 
£6 per month in 
black & white 

and only £9 per 
month in full 

colour 
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Iain Clarke  

Garden Care 

07429462166 

iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 
 

Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 

Garden Maintenance 
Advice 

 
30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Get your business known in 
 

Thorverton 
 

Advertise here for just £3 per month for 

black & white or in colour for £4.50 per 

month 
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Welcome and pop in for: 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and 

deli produce 

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and 
vegetables 

Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies 

and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and 
tea to take away 

Local artisan bread 

Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly 

made sandwiches 

 

Local milk refill station 

Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials 

Artisan and classic ice creams and 

treats 

Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to 
Saturday 

 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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Logs For Sale 

 

£80 for a load 

Also can supply bags of kindling £3 per 

net 

 

Contact Robert or Dawn on 

01363 866319 
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Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
 Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE English Language - a speciality 
 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 
EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  
875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  

 

Available from  

 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-

school and Thorverton Post Office 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com


Focus on Thorverton  50   Vol 53 No 2 March 22022 
 

 

 

Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)   Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       admin@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

Church (Baptist)    Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861.  Secretary: Fiona Harrison 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 

Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care, 03333 442 988. Wyndham House Surgery, 860034. 
Electricity                       Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)   edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster;  
Parish Clerk    .  Please contact the Parish Council via email at                                                                                          

thorvertonpc@gmail.com or call 01392 759560.  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall       
(see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   

Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk on 01392 241240. 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community    Chair:  Di Foxford  
Defibrillator Trust              Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185 
 

Thorverton Millennium     Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324 
Green Trust          Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MANY  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 

 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: John Slater, Ye Olde Pounde, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
 

 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 

 
Drs P. Twomey, E. Saunders, M. Braddick, C. Griffiths, J. Harris, M. Kirwan 

E. Ziegler, D. Cook, E. Willoughby, N. Dunn* and G. Brighton* 
  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 5 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/ 
  

  

  Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Twomey, Harris, 
Braddick, Ziegler 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Mike Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs.Twomey, Braddick, 
Cook, Saunders, Harris, 
Willoughby, Dunn* (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Dunn*  
(am)  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Braddick (pm), 
Griffiths, Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  17.00 

Dr Braddick 
(am) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 
Drs Twomey, Harris, 
Saunders  

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
Kirwan, Saunders, Cook 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr  Braddick 
(am) 

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 

You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 
at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

  
  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 

*emergencies 
only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 

Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

March 14th &28th      March  7th&21st  

April 11th&26th (Tues)      April 4th&20th (Wed)  

Mobile Library 
15.45–16.30 in Quarry Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursdays  Mar. 3rd & 31st / April 28th / May 26th / June 23rd / 

July 21st / Aug. 18th / Sept. 15th / Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   

 

Union Flag-Flying Days in March 
March 14th Commonwealth Day 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 

and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 

10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 

service), 18.21.  
 

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 

To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 

16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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