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The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 
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Editorial 
  
Hello to you all, 
 
It was a quiet Thursday evening when the phone 
rang. “Hello, it’s Fiona here, you know, I’m one of 
the sub-editors of Focus magazine. As you may have 
read in last month’s Focus, John is moving away 
from Thorverton and we are seeking a new editor.” 
My heart sank as she continued, “Someone, (who 
obviously wished to remain anonymous), had 
mentioned you may like to edit Focus as we think 
you may have the skills to do the job!” “Thank you, 
Fiona, very flattering” I replied “I’m not sure about 
that!” followed by “but happy to give it a bit of 
thought..” “Oh, that’s good, so you haven’t said no?” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
she replied “Perhaps you would like to come to our 
AGM and you can meet the rest of the team?” 
Anyway, to cut a long story short (or maybe that 
should be ‘to edit a long story!’) I thought about it 
and decided to give it my best shot. So, as your new 
editor, thanks to John, Fiona and Michael for inviting 
me to be a member of the team and welcome to this 
month’s Focus magazine! 
 
Whether you are a regular reader or an advertising 
customer you can rest assured that I will be doing my 
part to see that Focus continues to improve, evolve 
and remains an integral part of our village 
community. 
 
Russ Clarke 
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Diary of Events 2022 
Please notify the Editor of additions or changes.  (Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Russ Clarke on 860279) 
Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 
  

APRIL 
Tuesday 5th WI monthly meeting - Sue Ashmole, Torrington Alpaca Breeding Farm, 2.30pm WI Hut   
Tuesday 5th Jubilee Easter Bingo at the Memorial hall.  Doors open at 7.00, eyes down 7.30pm.  
Saturday 9th  Saturday Market and Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.15am     
Saturday 9th  Winter Wilson, Newton St Cyres Village Hall, 7.30pm  
Sunday 10th  Point to point Horse Racing at Dunsmore, Silverton. First race 2.00 pm.  See page 9.   
Thursday 14th Memorial Hall AGM, 8pm          
Friday, 15th  TMH Cinema showing the film Spencer. Doors and bar open 6.45, film starts 7.30pm. See page 5. 
Friday 22nd  History Society. Devon's Lost Industries, Felicity Goodall. Memorial Hall.  7.30pm. See page 8. 
Saturday 23rd WI Market & Coffee morning, WI Hut, from 10.00am       
Saturday 23rd  Win ‘One Minute’ behind the bar at the Exeter Inn! 7.00pm. £5.00 entry (age restrictions apply) 

Friday 29th  Auction of Promise, at the Exeter Inn, 7.00pm   
 

MAY 
Sunday 1st Big Brunch in Sue Vooght's and Beryl Grace's adjoining gardens.  11am – 2.30pm 
Tuesday 3rd WI Annual General Meeting at 2.30pm  
Friday 6th Barn Bingo Evening, Sunnymead, Raddon Road. Doors open at 7.00, eyes down 7.30pm. 
Saturday 7th Sponsored Walk to Raddon Top, then BBQ at the top.  
Sunday 8th  Gas-Up at Sunnymead, Raddon Road. 10am – 4pm. See page 11 for details. 
Saturday 7th  FLOWER SHOW of Upton Pyne Gardening Club, Village Hall, 2 – 4pm . See page 9. 
Friday 13th – Sunday 15th   PLANT SALE, at the top of Fair Oak Drive, just past Broadlands.  See page 7.  
Tuesday 31st  Afternoon Tea/Coffee & Cake, Cherry Tree Cottage garden, Berrysbridge, 2.00-5.00pm  £4. 
 

JUNE 
Saturday 4th  Street Party in the Bury from 2.00pm 
Sunday 26th  Afternoon tea at Fair Oak. Proceeds to Thorverton Church.     
 

JULY 
Saturday 9th Fun Day at the Memorial Hall. 
 

AUGUST 
Saturday 6th  Silverton Street Market, 9am – 5pm. See page 11 for details. 
Saturday 13th  Royal British Legion Thorverton Branch Annual Cream Tea Delivery Service.   
 

The Royal British Legion Thorverton branch, will hold their Annual 
Cream tea delivery service event on Saturday 13th August delivered to 
your front door in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal, A/N and branch funds 
more details to follow. Last year we delivered a record 360 cream teas. 
The Thorverton RBL Branch Committee unanimously support flying 
the Ukrainian flag at the Jubilee green flagpole, we are supporting the 
people of Ukraine during this tragic conflict.                               A. Fice.  
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Thorverton Parish 
Council Update 
  

The last PC meeting was 
so well attended by 
members of the public 
that we had a special session to discuss affordable 
houses at the Heritage Homes development.  Four 
people gave very similar accounts on their frustrating 
experiences when they tried to get more information 
on the availability of these houses.  
  

TPC has formed a group to look into this matter and 
they met by Zoom last week; it’s being chaired by 
Stuart Crang, a senior Parish Cllr who is joined by Bry 
Uglow from the PC.  Three parishioners, Andrew 
Wiles, Roger Cashmore and Janet Wills have 
extensive knowledge in this sector and have kindly 
volunteered to join the group.  Following the meeting 
TPC has written to MDDC and Heritage Homes, 
asking them to clarify matters. If any other residents 
have approached Heritage Homes about the affordable 
housing, and have had a similar response, they are 
welcome to share their experiences with TPC; please 
contact the Clerk by email thorvertonpc@gmail.com 
or tel 07768 457590. 
  

The PC has produced a handy guide on where to go for 
help on the day to day enquiries we often receive; this 
shows the items where we have some direct control 
and influence, such as the Recreation Ground and 
village handyman, and those where other authorities 
are responsible, such as potholes or road repairs.  We 
are going to deliver a copy to every household soon 
and we trust it’ll help you with enquiries about 
Thorverton and its amenities.  
  

There is still an opening for a Parish Councillor to join 
us; if you wish to apply please contact the PC Clerk for 
more information before 6 April.  We expect to 
confirm a name at the next meeting on 12 April.   
  

Finally, you will probably have noticed the Ukrainian 
flag flying on the Jubilee Green recently; this gesture 
of solidarity was organised by the RBL and the PC are 
pleased to support this initiative.  

 

A n d r e w   F o s t e r 
Thorverton Parish Council 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Daffodils at the Raddon Road junction. See write-up on page 36.   Neville Lane
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
It was good to see so many at 
the March Saturday Market 
and Big Breakfast, especially 
those who are new to the 
village. This month’s market is 
on Saturday 9 April with the 
usual array of stalls, cakes, 
eggs, vegetables, books, 

venison (the stallholder apologised for not being 
able to come last month but someone bought 
their entire stock a couple of days beforehand!), 
hopefully they will be there this month – and of 
course breakfast cooked for you – what’s not to 
like! 

There’s a special Jubilee Bingo being held in 
the Hall on Tuesday 5 April, part of the 
fundraising events to raise money for the Jubilee 
Street Party, doors open 7pm, eyes down 7.30. 
Another fund-raising event to look out for is a 
special Jubilee Brunch in a local garden on 
Sunday 1st May – places are limited so keep an 
eye out for more details and how to get your 
ticket. 

We are fortunate to have one of the best village 
Halls in the County which is well supported by 
our local community and we’re inviting residents 
to join the group of people that look after the 
Hall. There are more details about how to get 
involved on this page, and please come along to 
our AGM. 

Everyone is welcome to our AGM in the hall on 
Thursday 14 April at 8pm, come and enjoy a 
glass of wine, hear about what’s been going on 
and what is proposed – and tell us what you 
think. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

Don’t miss this month’s film Spencer (rated 12) 
about Princess Diana played out over “three 
excruciating days at Sandringham – from 
Christmas Eve to Boxing Day – and carried 
shoulder high by note-perfect Kirsten Stewart” 
according to Mark Kermode who gave it a 4-star 
review, and was described as “rich and 
intoxicating and altogether magnificent” by the 
Guardian. Showing Friday 15 April, doors and 
bar open at 6.45, programme starts 7.30pm. 
Tickets available online at  

thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

Thank you for supporting the Hall.  We look 
forward to welcoming you to one of the above 
events and do make a note of the Fun Day 
which is on Saturday 9 July.    

  

TMH Committee: Russ Clarke (Chair); Sarah 
Addicott, Mike Baldwin, Tim Cusack, Claire 
Heaven-Roberts, Jenny Reygate, Dave 
Reygate, Mike Shelton, Jan Wills. 
 

YOUR  HALL  NEEDS  YOU!   
Thorverton Memorial Hall is already one 

of the best Village Halls in the County. It has 
excellent facilities, an attractive setting and a 
proud history of hosting events and activities 
that have contributed to Thorverton being such a 
lovely place to live. The Hall is well supported by 
our local community and attracts people from 
across Devon who enjoy a range of activities 
that includes music, arts, film, sports, community 
activities, meetings, parties and weddings. 

 We’re looking ahead to building an even wider 
range of events, improving the fabric still more 
and coming back after the pandemic to support 
our community in any way we can. 

 A programme like this needs many skills and 
much energy, and so we are inviting residents to 
join the core group that currently looks after the 
Hall. There is an opportunity for everyone, 
whatever your experience or interests.   

You could sell popcorn at a film night, serve 
behind the bar, or volunteer at the Fun Day or 
the Christmas Tree Lighting. There is work to do 
behind the scenes too, decorating the Hall for 
events, running the website or putting the chairs 
out. The success of all the events at the Hall 
depends on there being a reliable team of 
enthusiastic people to make sure everything 
works well. 

 If you want to contribute to the management of 
the Hall, we have vacancies for Trustees. 
Trustees influence the development of the Hall, 
plan for future events and make sure it benefits 
as many of our residents as possible.  Although 
the duties are not very onerous, the contribution 
Trustees make to the village can be significant, 
and they ensure that the Hall is managed well 
and will be passed on to the next generation in 
good order. 

 It's a great way to meet people, and have some 
fun, so get in touch with one of the Committee or 
come along to our AGM at 8pm in the Hall on 
Thursday 14 April and enjoy a glass of wine 
and have a chat. 

Clare O'Connor 
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Notices 
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PLANT SALE 
Friday 13th, Saturday 14th  

& Sunday 15th May 
  

at the top of  
 

Fair Oak drive  
(just past Broadlands) 

 

Tomato plants, Annuals, 
Perennials. 

 

Proceeds for Thorverton 
Church 

 
 

Eggs for Sale.......... £1.30/ box of 6 
From my Free Range rare breed hens. 
Always available outside our farm gate. 
At Ratcliffe Farm. EX5 5PN  
 

Thorverton in Bloom 
Last year marked the first year of what we hope will 
become an annual Thorverton in Bloom competition, 
encouraging residents to show Thorverton at its floral 
best. Good floral displays don’t [usually at least] come 
up overnight though, so please give some thought as to 
how you can make your street look at its beautiful best.  
 
Last year we had just one judging period, but this year, 
in recognition of the fact that not all flowers look their 
best at the same time, there will be two judging periods 
– one towards the end of June and one in mid-August. 
The judges will be asked to consider colour, scent and 
general appearance (40% of the total marks available); 
the extent of coverage, showing local community 
involvement (20%); originality (20%); and 
environmental-friendliness (20%). Please don’t be 
daunted by that though because it is essentially just 
about having your street look its best with floral 
displays. 
 
Please talk to your neighbours about how best to make 
your street look great, get designing or planting, and 
let us have Thorverton at its floral best throughout the 
summer. 

Neville Lane 
 
Jubilee Party Planning Group 
 The Jubilee Group would like to thank The Leonard 
Trust, The Focus and The Parish Council for their 
generous donations towards the Village Street Fair. 
Also many thanks to all of you who have already 
donated. 
 

Along with the money already raised from our Fund 
Raising events (and even more to come) it promises to  
be a really fun day for all.  In the meantime, we look  
forward to seeing you at our future fund raising events. 
 

Remember the day will be absolutely free to all 
villagers and their guests. 
 

Please fill in your flyers so we have some idea of how 
many hamburgers hot dogs and chicken to buy!! 
 
                                                                    Dors Jones 
 

Welcome Café  
 

Every Monday (except Bank 
Holidays)  

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
 

Tea, coffee, cake and company.   
Everyone welcome. 
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The Leonard Trust 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant? 
Since it was set  up by F.C . (Chip) Leonard in 1972, 
the Trust has assisted many local organizations with 
their projects, as well as individuals with one-off 
expenses related to their medical personal and 
educational needs.  Applications for a specific 
purpose or need where the group or individual has 
also contributed their own funding are particularly 
favoured. 
If interested in applying for a grant, please contact 
the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch 
Road, Thorverton.   
Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com   
Tel: 01392 860535. 

 

The Thorverton ”Pop-Up” Café  
18th March 

 

The Crew would like to thank everyone 
who came along today and kindly helped raise 

£75 which will be donated to the Village 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations Fund. 

 

Thanks too for the fabulous home 
made cakes which were all kindly 
donated and the TMH Committee 

for the use of the Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 
& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS 
your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 
Thorverton  EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 
 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and banking 
services (inc. for business),     

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, online 
shopping returns, phone top-ups,        gift cards, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings 
cards, local postcards, notelets, posting and 
packing materials, photocopying + lots more   

    

Easter cards in stock NOW 
 

   TCT Shop 
Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  8.00 – 12.00    Sun & BHs  9.00 – 10.30 
 

Post Office 
Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00     Sun & BHs  closed 
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 
Chairman Mrs June Nicks; Show 

secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 
 

FLOWER SHOW 
 

       SATURDAY MAY 7th 2022 
      Upton Pyne Village Hall, 

2.00 to 4.00 pm 
 

Free entry - teas and cakes - raffle - plant sale ! 
Entries to be brought in the morning between 
10.00 and 12.00. 
 

Schedule of Classes 
 

Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that 
your entries match the description. Only one entry in 
each class. 
 

1. Daffodils or narcissi, 3 cut blooms in a vase, can   
be mixed. 

2. 3 tulips in a vase. 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase. 

4. One stem each of three different foliage shrubs, 
maximum width 18" and height 24". 

5. One potted flowering plant: a) indoor, b) outdoor. 

6. One flowering head of a rhododendron in a 
container. 

7. Single camellia in a container. 

8. Table centre decoration, may include non-plant 
material, 12” overall. 

9. One stem each of three flowering shrubs. 

10.  One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or  
climber. 

11.  Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged for 
scent. 

12.  Any living plant, indoor or outdoor, not already 
in other classes. 

13.  Cactus or succulent. 

14.  Indoor foliage plant. 

15.  Miniature arrangement, maximum overall size 
4.5” . 

16.  Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual 
container. 

17.   A model cactus created from any material. 

18.  Children - a model cactus made from anything at 
all HOMECRAFT CLASSES. 

19.  Apple pie (own recipe). 

20.  Swiss roll (own recipe). 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY / PICTURE CLASSES 
 

   Maximum size of entry for photographs: 
     A5 - approx. 6” x 8” including mount. 
              No framed photos please. 

          “A country lane” 
“A pond or stream” 

Children - Painting or                  Children: Painting / drawing of a flower or plant. 
 

 
 

Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Allotment for Rent 
 

The Parish Council still has one allotment 
plot (possibly more) in the village available 
for rent at a cost of £10 per year (plus a £25 
refundable deposit).  
 
If you are interested in growing your own 
vegetables, fruit or flowers on an allotment, 
please contact the Clerk, Jim Roberts 07768 
457590 or 01392 202692, or by email to 
thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more 
information. 
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VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 
 for SILVERTON LINK UP 

charity no. 1034252 
 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham House 
Surgery patients to healthcare appointments. 
In a rural area where public transport can be difficult 
you would find it most rewarding providing a vital 
lifeline to vulnerable patients. 
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one journey a 
week or as little as one a month, whatever suits. 
You would use your own vehicle with travel expenses 
reimbursed. 
Suitable for all age groups men or women. 
If interested and for further information please contact 
Link Up coordinator:- 
Roger Higman  
07821718672 
roger.higman@icloud.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Silverton Link Up 
 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham House 
Surgery Charity no. 1048253) 

 
A car service for Wyndham House Surgery patients. 
If you have problems going to Health Appointments … 
surgery, hospital, opticians or dentists … Link Up may 
be able to help. 
Please contact Roger Higman 07821718672, if no 
answer leave a message or email: 
roger.higman@icloud.com 
There is no charge for the service, however, any 
donations to our charity appreciated.  Donations can be 
given to the driver who issues a receipt. 
 
Link Up is always looking for additional volunteer 
drivers. Anyone interested please contact Roger. 
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Take on an Incredible Hike for Children’s Hospice 
South West! 

People are being asked to lace up their walking boots 
and take on an Incredible Hike for Children’s Hospice 
South West (CHSW) this spring.  The charity has lined 
up 30 inspiring walking routes across Devon, Cornwall 
and Somerset for people to choose from – or they can 
simply pick one of their own.  

CHSW area fundraiser Kate Romo said: “We really are 
blessed with some super walking routes in the South 
West. Walking has so many positive physical and 
mental health benefits too, so we think this is the 
perfect feel-good fundraiser for people of all ages.” 

It’s free to register to take part in The Incredible Hike 
and participants are asked to try and raise £30 in 
sponsorship to help CHSW provide vital respite care. 

The charity’s 3 hospices – Little Bridge House, North.  
Devon, Charlton Farm near Bristol, & Little Harbour, 
Cornwall – provide a safe haven of care, support and 
friendship for more than 500 children with life-limiting 
conditions and their families across the South West. 

The hospices offer respite, emergency, end-of-life and 
bereavement care for the whole family, and care teams 
have adapted their support during the pandemic to 
ensure a Covid-safe lifeline wherever and whenever 
families need it, including for the first time ever, in 
families’ own homes.  

The charity needs around £11m a year to run its three 
children’s hospices, and around 85 per cent is raised 
through voluntary donations.  

“Every penny you’re able to raise will make a 
difference and our fundraising team will be able to 
support you every step of the way,” added Kate. “Just 
visit the website to register, pick your route and start 
planning your Incredible Hike adventure. You’ll find 
lots of easy fundraising ideas and tips there too, as well 
as downloadable sponsor forms and links to set up 
your own Just Giving page in a couple of easy clicks.”  

For more information or to register, visit   
www.chsw.org.uk/hike  

 
 

Silverton Street Market 
 

The Silverton Street Market is definitely going 
ahead on Saturday, 6th August - 9am – 5pm. 

The theme is the 1920s, so start practising the 
Charleston and get out the flapper gear!! 

  
 

Make a note now and come.  The Committee 
unanimously agreed that the village needed a lift after 

what – one way and another – has been a difficult 
couple of years.  It will be scaled down a little but all 

the essentials will be there – stalls, lots to eat and 
drink, entertainment and fun for all ages.  Any profits 

will go – as usual – to supporting village organisations. 
 

If you or your organisation want a stall, the online 
booking system will go live shortly – please keep an 
eye on our website (https://silverton.org.uk/) and/or 

our social media channels 
(https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket) for 

more details.   
 

If you’d like to help out with the organising or have 
questions, please contact the Chair, Rich Osborne 

using the Silverton Street Market address  
(silverton.streetmarket@gmail.com) 
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Church Services and News      
SERVICES & INFORMATION APRIL 2022 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 
 
Sunday 3 April Lent 5   
09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton TC 
10:00 am Morning Worship  Stoke Canon Lay Led  
10:00 am Coffee, Cake & Conversation  Brampford Speke Lay Led 
11:15 am Informal Service   Cadbury Lay Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Rewe    TC 
 
Sunday 10 April Palm Sunday  
10:00 am Baptism Service      Newton St Cyres    GC 
10:00 am Palm Sunday Service     Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
11:15 am  Holy Communion   [CW]                   Upton Pyne    TC  
 
Thursday 14 April Maundy Thursday 
06:30 pm Supper & Service      Thorverton   TC/LF 
 
Friday 15 April Good Friday 
10:00 am Good Friday Meditative Drama    Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
10:00 am Reflective Service     Cadbury    Lay Led 
10:00 am Easter Gardens [For Children]    Thorverton   Lay Led 
03:00 pm Reflective Service     Newton St Cyres    TL 
 
Sunday 17 April Easter Day 
06:30 am Sunrise Service Communion  [CW]  Cadbury [Cadbury Castle] TC 
09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TC 
09:30 am Family Communion   [CW]  Thorverton   JH 
10:00 am  Family Service      Brampford Speke [With Upton Pyne]  Lay Led  
11:15 am Informal Service      Rewe    Lay Led 
11:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Huxham    TC 
03:00 pm Service of The Word     Netherexe   LF 
05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   MSS  
 
Sunday 24 April Easter 2 
09:30 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Newton St Cyres   TL 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
 
Holy Week Night Prayer: Monday 11 April, Tuesday 12 April & Wednesday 13 April [7:00 - 7:30pm] in Thorverton Church 
 

Good Friday: Rewe Church; Open for private prayer from 10:00am to 6:00pm 
 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church     

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
  
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the homepage. 
 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking   LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister]    
TL Revd Tony Lane    KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter   MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 

Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   
   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 
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Parish Letter 
What About Hope? 
 
As I write this article, I am looking forward to spring 
and celebrating Easter.  But the destruction happening 
in Ukraine every day on our TV screens is sobering, 
causing us to question many things we held as certain.    
A note of fear is sounded in all of us to a greater or 
lesser extent.  Fear is a reasonable response to war.  I 
notice that behind our fear of war are many other 
threats also facing us:  a warming climate, rising 
prices, health deteriorating.   In these uncertain times, 
there is a real danger that our fear will overwhelm our 
hope.   
 
My daughter is currently in Zambia on her gap year 
after A levels, helping at a boarding school for the 
spring term.  Thanks to the wonders of modern 
technology, she texted me on WhatsApp last week to 
ask for ideas.  She would be leading a year 7 tutor 
group for 20 min on faith (occasionally it helps to have 
a clergy Mum). I texted her back a poem scratched into 
a wall in the cellar of a concentration camp.  It begins: 
 
     I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining, 
     I believe in love, even when there is no-one there, 
     I believe in God, even when he is silent. 
 
This is a tremendous expression of faith in the face of 
adversity.  The poem goes on: 
 
    I believe through any trial, there is always a way. 
    But sometimes in this suffering and hopeless despair  
    My heart cries for shelter, to know someone’s there. 
    But a voice rises within me, saying hold on my child,  
    I’ll give you strength, I’ll give you hope….. 
 
Faith can only exist in the presence of hope.  This 
person had faith, but in the face of adversity, the faith 
was floundering.  God’s response is to send hope. 
 
That is why Easter is so important this year.  Easter is 
the definition of our hope.  It tangibly shows us that 
God has conquered death and will be with us forever. 
Hope is never simply bright optimism that, against all 
odds, everything will be alright in the end.  Neither 
does hope mean remaining positive at all times with a 
smile continually on your face; as if by my remaining 
positive it will make everything turn out well.  
Christian hope is believing what God promised in 
Jesus will happen.  The Christian hope is based on the 
knowledge that God loves us and is an anchor for our 
souls (Hebrews 6.19) in the midst of turmoil.   
 
Our rejoicing this Easter, whether by eating much 
chocolate, shouting hallelujah with the dawn, or 
singing with a happy heart, strengthens our faith and is 
a stand against fear.   
 

I leave you with a poem by Graeme McMeekin, a 
Scottish poet. 
 

     Between Friday and Sunday is Saturday 

     Between death and resurrection is mourning 

     Between uncertainty and certainty is faith 

     Between pain and celebration is hope 

     Between loneliness and community is love 
. 
I wish you a joyous Easter.  May it be a day full of 
rejoicing in all that God does, has done, and will do for 
us. 

Revd Julia Hocking 
 

 

Annual Meetings for your Parish 
 

The Meeting of Parishioners elects the church-
wardens of the parish. It is open to: 
(i) all residents of the parish who are listed as 
such on a register of local government electors, 
and 
(ii) non-residents whose names are on the 
Church Electoral Roll for the parish. 
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners 
is open to all members of the Church Electoral 
Roll for the parish. It chooses representatives for 
the parish in church councils and synods, 
receives the annual accounts of the Parochial 
Church Council, and reviews the life and work of 
the local church over the preceding year. Please 
plan to attend these important and informative 
annual meetings for your parish. 
 
Brampford Speke:  To be confirmed. 
 
Cadbury: Took place Wednesday 16 February. 
 
Newton St Cyres: Sunday 8 May, 6:30 pm at  
                               Newton St Cyres Church.  
 
Rewe with Netherexe: To be confirmed. 
 
Stoke Canon with Huxham: Monday 25 April,  
                          7:00 pm at Stoke Canon Church.  
 
Thorverton: Thursday 31 March, 11:00 am at  
                                              Thorverton Church. 
 
Upton Pyne: Saturday 26 March, 10:30 am at  
                                       Upton Pyne Village Hall. 
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Thorverton Church  Music  
  

               ♫       ♫ 
 

The church choir practises on Thursday evenings in 
church. We meet from 7.45pm every Thursday and 
you are always welcome to come to hear us or join in. 
We sing a very wide range of music to quite a high 
standard and have lots of fun learning it! We also have 
social events from time to time and often some 
members have a drink together after Thursday’s 
practice. 
The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere in this 
Focus edition, but those with choir are listed here : 
 

Apr     3rd   Communion   9.30am 
April 17th   Easter Sunday Communion  9.30am 
May 1st      Communion  9.30am 
 
There are services from time to time which our church 
band accompanies. If you are interested in being a part 
of that, then do get in touch. All ages and standards 
welcome! 
 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    
Thorverton Parish Church 
heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk      
 

THE NETHEREXE PARISHES 
Private Prayer and Contemplation.   

From November our churches will be open, or 
closed, as follows:  
Brampford Speke  

Open Wednesdays 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Cadbury 

Open daily from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  
Huxham   

Closed except for scheduled services.  
Newton St Cyres   

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 
am – 4:00 pm  

Netherexe   
Closed except for scheduled services. 

Rewe  
Saturdays 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Stoke Canon    
Closed except for scheduled services.  

Thorverton   
Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Upton Pyne    
Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm 

 

For scheduled services, please visit 
www.netherexe.org  

or see the notice in the church porch or on the 
noticeboard. 

 

Please note that a face covering should  
be worn when entering our church buildings. 

Thorverton Census 1921 
 

THE CONCLUSION 

The intention described last month to recreate the 
parish census of 1921 without spending about £600 on 
downloading returns for individual households was 
achieved pretty satisfactorily. 

There is now a record of who was living where – 
exactly where on named farms or named houses, and 
roughly where on the enumerators’ rounds in named 
streets such as Jericho Street and Bullen Street – and 
who was living in the same place. For instance, Alfred, 
Annie and William John Mortimore and William 
Edwin and Elsie Eliza Adams were in one house in 
Jericho St., possibly between the Rashleys and Mrs 
Constable. Also known are people’s ages, where they 
were born and their marital status. 

Very little reliable information could be found about 
what jobs people had. There is an Advanced Options 
area where entering a kind of occupation produces a 
list of those to whom it applied. “Home Duties” was 
the lot of most of the married women – 144 of them – 
and 25 named women were said to be “servants”, as 
was one man. Just a few could be found as “butcher”, 
“baker”, “mill”, “engine driver” or “teacher”, and the 
resident at Dunsaller was the only chap on the 
“gentleman” list. 48 men were said to be “labourers”, 
yet, unbelievably, entering “farmers” in the Option 
heading brought up 75 men and 7 women (over 10% of 
the total population). What many others did remained a 
mystery. 

And entirely missing are the names of the people or 
companies for whom people worked that were 
included in the original returns. The latter are what 
would be needed to find in particular who were 
employed beyond the parish boundaries. 

Since Findmypast had invited researchers to point out 
errors, I chose from the over fifty that had been noticed 
simply names of people and places that had been 
mistranscribed unrecognizably and thus made 
unfindable. Sadly, in a polite reply FMP asked me to 
submit the information again in a quite different digital 
manner through the dozens of images that I had 
carefully avoided downloading. Here I gave up. The 
errors online will doubtless be permanent. 

The final outlay was still under ten pounds. 
                                                                                                                  

Ian Stoyle 
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Women’s Institute 
 

WI Report for March 2022 
 

Rosemary Griggs, the speaker for March, transported 
us back to Elizabethan times. Rosemary arrived in full 
Elizabethan costume and hid behind the curtains on the 
stage until everyone was seated. She was introduced as 
‘An Audience with Lady Catherine’, whereupon she 
appeared in character talking about life at the time. 
Lady Catherine was very entertaining and also very 
clever. She had made all the garments she wore, 
mostly by hand. Rosemary had spent many hours 
researching costume and she explained the 
construction and processes employed to make some of 
the items she had brought for display. Rosemary, 
supported by her husband, provided not only an 
afternoon of entertainment, but also of amazement at 
the skills and patience the ladies of the time must have 
had. 
 

A Trip Out 
Thorverton WI members enjoyed a fish and chip lunch 
followed by a visit to the Tiverton Museum. Memories 
of childhood times, when some objects on display 
were everyday items, were exchanged. Some of the 
group had fond memories of using the train driven by 
the Tivvy Bumper to transport them from Thorverton 
to school in Tiverton. 
 
Dates to Note: 
 

Tuesday, 5th April – Sue Ashmole from Torrington 
Alpaca Breeding Farm. Competition – a knitted item. 
 

Saturday, 23rd April – Monthly Coffee Morning and 
Market from 10 o’clock. 
 

Tuesday, 3rd May – Annual Meeting. Discussion of 
Resolutions with Federation Advisor Angie Bache. 
Competition – Flower of the month. 
 
All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut 
starting at 2.30pm. New members are always welcome, 
visitors can also join meetings. 

Judy Bright 
 

Our Farm 
 
Ratcliffe Farm. March 2022 
 
If you see me picking ivy this time of year, you know 
we have some poorly sheep! Lambing started at the 
beginning of March, with the 3 P’s all sheep farmers 
experience:- Premature lambs, Prolapses, and general 
Problems. The 480 sheep were all housed and grouped 
in pens of 50 according to how many lambs they were 
carrying in late December when they were scanned. 
The triplets cause the most problems in the last month 
of pregnancy - the ewes lie about too much as they are 
so uncomfortable, and that often means they are not 

getting sufficient nutrients each day or breathing fresh 
clean air. Our sheep-shed is very well ventilated, but 
when your nose is only inches off the bedding what 
you breathe in is a bit stale! 

We have been exceedingly busy, and in the first three 
weeks we lambed 400 sheep (the remainder will drag 
on in dribs and drabs for the next 3 weeks). The 
weather has been kind, which has meant that we have 
been able to get lambs out into fields by 2-4days old 
and there hasn’t been too much “bed blocking” in the 
individual pens. The singles spend one day in an 
individual pen, are tailed, tagged, and numbered and 
go straight out into the Orchard and have no more 
supplementary feed. They will be loaded into a live-
stock trailer at about a week old and taken to our land 
at Cadbury. The doubles spend about a day in a small 
pen, just mum and babies, are tailed, etc. and put into 
group pens of about 10 ewes and lambs, and then out 
into fields of about 30 ewes and lambs.  By about 4 
days old, these will still get hay and corn for a few 
weeks outside. 

We weighed a strong set of triplets when they were 
minuits old.  The 3 lambs together were 35lb. - add on 
all the fluid that is associated with birth and it’s no 
wonder the mums lie about a lot! Triplets always take 
time with supplementing their milk with a bottle, and 
we always take one away, and let mum just go out with 
two. Last year we invested in an automatic lamb 
feeder. An electric element keeps the milk warm all the 
time and they can suck ad lib. I just have to keep it 
topped up with fresh milk.  

The strong winds at the end of February took half our 
shippen roof off, this will probably mean renewing all 
the roof, and not just repairing. This is nothing 
compared with what the farmers in Ukraine are 
experiencing. Tanks churning up their fields, already 
prepared for next years crops, no electricity to milk the 
cows each day. They will struggle to feed their own 
population this year; usually they export millions of 
tons of arable crops all over the world. 
Why ivy? It’s green and fresh when grass hasn’t yet 
grown, and sheep love it, so anything in their stomach 
when they’re not feeling well is good.  

Tina Ayre 
 

Legal Eagle 
Roger Bryant who lives at Goodleigh, North Devon is 
presently standing trial at Exeter Crown Court 
(although the trial may well be over by the time you 
read this article), charged with 27 counts of fraud by 
false representation. Bryant, a surveyor for the 
National Trust, is alleged to have defrauded the charity 
to the tune of £1.7m by channelling money to his two 
sons through false invoices. 
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Bryant allegedly submitted false invoices to the Trust 
in the names of two non-existent companies with 
similar initials to those of his sons, JR Construction 
and SB Construction, for work which was supposedly 
carried out in farms and cottages on the Arlington 
House estate and other properties at Lynton and 
Croyde between 2008 and 2013. 

Benjamin Douglas-Jones QC for the prosecution said 
that the Trust uncovered the fraud in November 2013 
when an anomaly was spotted and other managers 
realised they had never heard of the companies, which 
had been paid more than £140,000 in the previous 
financial year. An inquiry showed total payments of 
£1,760,883 since 2000, of which all but £64,208 went 
to JR Construction. 

Fraud offences are governed by the provisions of the 
Fraud Act 2006, s1 of which provides (1) A person is 
guilty of fraud if he is in breach of any of the sections 
listed in subsection (2)… 

Ss 2(a) defines the offence of fraud by representation, 
the offence which Bryant is charged with having 
committed. As with the majority of criminal offences, 
the offence has both actus reus and mens rea elements. 
The actus reus elements are that the person charged 
with the offence made a representation which is false. 
The mens rea elements are that the false representation 
was made dishonestly and with the intent to make a 
gain for the person making the representation or 
another, or to cause loss to another, or expose another 
to the risk of loss. 

In order to secure a conviction, the prosecution must 
first establish the false representation; the evidence on 
which the prosecution will presumably be relying is 
that the Trust were induced by Bryant to believe that 
they were paying genuine businesses for work 
genuinely done of genuine value. It would then need to 
be proved that in making the false representation, 
Bryant acted dishonestly with a view to making a gain 
for himself or another or cause loss to another, or 
expose another to the risk of loss. 

The common law test for dishonesty is to be found in 
Ivey -v- Genting Casinos (UK) Ltd [2017] which, 
although a civil as opposed to a criminal case, is likely 
to be applied to criminal cases. The test simply 
requires the jury to decide whether the accused’s 
conduct was dishonest applying the standards of 
ordinary decent people. If, on the evidence, the jury are 
satisfied that Bryant made a false representation and at 
the time of doing so he acted dishonestly applying the 
standards of ordinary decent people, the prosecution 
have one more hurdle to jump. The jury will need to 
consider on the available evidence, whether Bryant at 
the time of dishonestly making the false representation, 
did so with the necessary intent, namely, to make a 
gain for himself or another, or cause loss to another, or 
expose another to the risk of loss. It will be sufficient 

for the prosecution to establish that Bryant intended by 
the false representation to make a gain for himself. The 
requirement is to establish a causative link between the 
making of the statement and the intention to make a 
gain/cause a loss. In other words, it must be proved 
that Bryant intended to make a gain/cause a loss as a 
result of making the false representation. 

The final requirement is the need to establish that 
Bryant knew that the statements he made regarding the 
obligation of the Trust to pay the monies was, or might 
be, misleading or untrue. Reports of the case indicate 
that Bryant told investigators at the Trust that the 
companies run by his sons were genuine and that they 
had been paid properly for work which had been 
carried out. So, Bryant’s defence would seem to be 
that there was no fraud. 

If the jury are satisfied on the evidence that Bryant is 
guilty of the offences or some of the offences with 
which he is charged Bryant will probably receive a 
custodial sentence. 

Bryant’s sons, James and Scott have been separately 
charged with knowing or suspecting money paid into 
the accounts was the proceeds of fraud. 

Footnote: Mr Bryant has been taken ill during the 
course of the trial; the jury has been discharged and a 
new trial date fixed for March 2023. 

Clive Hamblin 
 

Wyndham House Surgery 
Spring in your step 
 

The clocks have sprung forward, the evenings are 
lighter and hopefully the sun is shining. Daffodils are 
blooming and a clutch of long Bank Holiday weekends 
are pending. It's a very positive and healthy time of 
year.  
 

It is difficult not to be drawn outside. It even feels easy 
to embrace the list of garden jobs that has been 
growing all winter. Pottering about in the garden, 
mowing the grass, planting seeds, spending time in the 
sunlight, have all been shown to have positive effects 
on our mental health. There is strong evidence that 
doing exercises to keep our muscle tone and 
coordination functioning as well as possible will 
reduce onset of frailty. This is why balance classes are 
so effective in helping reduce the risk of falls in the 
elderly. However, keeping active in the garden, having 
to get lawn mowers out of sheds, put stakes in the 
ground, pull up weeds, are also all practical ways of 
ensuring mobility and balance remain intact. A recent 
study has shown that twenty minutes of moderate to 
vigorous exercise in early old age (70 – 75) may stave 
off major heart disease in later in life (80+). A brisk 
walk to the shop in the morning, raising your heart rate 
to just above 100, fulfils this target - so will turning the 
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compost, digging the vegetable patch or cutting the 
grass a bit quicker than normal. 
 

The most important health promotion activity this 
Spring is for those over 75 years who are all about to 
be offered a 4th Covid booster vaccination. We will be 
running clinics from the surgery as we did in the 
Autumn. Patients will be contacted and given an 
appointment according to an alphabetical timetable. 
We hope everyone is familiar with this method that has 
worked very successfully. As a result of the 
vaccination programme and changes in the virus itself, 
Covid is now a very different disease. Over the past 3 
months we have had more patients test positive than at 
any point - however, there has been no serious illness 
amongst those vaccinated. In order for this to remain 
the case we need to ensure our most vulnerable 
patients remain protected. As the prevalence of Covid 
remains high this becomes even more important. In 
Devon we were spared the large outbreaks seen in big 
cities at the height of the pandemic but this means we 
are potentially more prone to spikes of disease unless 
we maintain our high percentage of vaccine uptake. I 
strongly encourage everyone over 75 to take up the 
offer. You become eligible for the next dose 6 months 
after your last injection, so we will start to contact 
patients in April. 
 

As I wish everyone a productive time in their gardens, 
I am reminded of the strong body of research that 
shows eating fresh fruit and vegetables with a variety 
of colours potentially adds years to life and protects 
our cognitive function. So why not plant some radishes 
and beetroot this year.  
 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 
 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
 

April Update 
 

Our popular Spring Challenge is now underway with 
various teams of four competing on Tuesday evenings. 
League matches are ongoing and adult coaching 
continues on Saturday mornings for beginners and 
intermediates - both club and non- members can sign 
up for the beginner sessions.  Junior coaching is on 
Wednesday afternoons with coach Jon Wills.  
 

We are also running a fun new Team Challenge for 
local businesses. This will take place on Saturdays at 
6.30pm from 30th April and local businesses are 
invited to enter a team to take on other local businesses 
in a team event run over five weeks. If you’re 
interested in entering a team or want more information 
please contact Jana on janagarnsworthy@gmail.com 
 

All information about the Club is available on our 
website: www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 
  

                                                                  Sally Baldwin 

Recipe 
 
Caraway buns 
 
These are good at tea or coffee time. 
100g  (4oz) butter,  
100g (4oz) caster sugar,  
zest of half a lemon,  
1 generous teaspoon caraway seeds,  
2 eggs - lightly whisked,  
159g (6oz) self-raising flour,  
2-3 tablespoons milk. 
 
Cream the butter, sugar, and lemon zest until light and 
fluffy. Gradually beat in the eggs, and fold in the flour 
and caraway seeds. Divide the mixture between 12 - 15 
individual bun tins lined with paper cake cases, 
sprinkle with caraway seeds and bake in a hot oven 
until well risen, brown, and springy to touch. 

Paul Cleave 
Sustainable Crediton 

 
Poetry 

 
April 

 

Blithely April dances 
Upon the greening lawn, 
Sprinkling it with daisies 
Dipped in the dews of dawn. 
 
Sweetly her breath pervades 
The gentle springtime breeze, 
As violets are secreted 
Beneath the stirring trees. 
 
Into nooks and crannies she tucks 
Primrose posies fair 
While blackthorn and wild cherry 
Are bedecked in bridal wear. 
 
Birdsong echoes forth 
In joyfulness on high, 
That winter’s icy footsteps 
Have at last passed by. 
 
Yet April is oft-times fickle, 
And as tulip torches show, 
She may show a change of face 
And powder them with snow. 
 
Thus her days are swiftly spent 
And her hours soon ebb away, 
In time to wake the bluebell glades 
To be glorified by May. 

 
Doreen Beer, from her book  

'West Country Wanderings in Poetry' 
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Nature Notes 
 
A Wren is the first bird I’ve seen in the garden this 
year collecting nesting material. He was initially 
collecting dead leaves but the strangest thing is he is 
repairing and improving an old wrens’ nest that was 
built amongst ivy against a timber under our car port 
many years ago. This nest for several years has been 
used as a night roost for wrens and a couple of years 
ago I found a dead wren facing outwards of the 
entrance hole from this nest. I had to pull its little body 
out by its very pointed bill.  
 
Last year a Blackbird built a nest on top of our log pile 
under the car port. Whilst she was sitting on her eggs 
then chicks I would say “good morning” to her before 
driving off in the car and she wouldn’t budge. In 
January my husband moved the nest and placed it on 
the adjacent wall. The Wren has been robbing bits 
from the Blackbird’s nest to tidy up his second-hand 
nest. 
 
At the end of February a red kite was seen in the sky 
above Jericho Street being mobbed by corvids, 
possibly Jackdaws. I thought little owls had deserted 
the Raddon end of the village but around 10pm on 17th 
March their plaintive call was clearly heard in the still 
air. 
 

I joined two recent TARTS walks, and both were in 
chilly conditions due to the cold and strength of the 
wind. The first walk was on Exmoor on 26th February 
where at least 50 dollops of frogspawn were seen in 
two small pools close to the River Exe. A Dipper was 
also seen flying midstream up the Exe. The second 
walk on 5th March was on Dartmoor where on the high 
moor we spotted a pair of Skylarks, a bumblebee and a 
grey shoulder-knot moth. The only nectar source was 
odd clumps of flowering gorse and I think the moth 
and possibly the bumblebee may have been blown 
there from the sheltered valleys by the fierce wind. We 
walked through Emsworthy Mire and here we saw a 
species of water crowfoot in flower. 
 
In A to Z below I have used another Latin name to 
fulfil letter U of the alphabet. 
 
A to Z Ulmus Elm 
I have covered elm trees and the associated Dutch Elm 
disease before in Nature Notes but on 1st August last 
summer I light trapped in the garden a moth called 
Blomer’s Rivulet that got me questioning if Wych Elm 
Ulmus glabra is growing hereabouts. Blomer’s Rivulet 
is classified as nationally scarce and this is the first 
time I have ever trapped and indeed, ever seen this 
moth species. Its preferred foodplant is Wych Elm but 
its larvae will feed on other elm species. Here is my 
photo of Blomer’s Rivulet. 

 
 
There are several elms growing on the hedge that 
surrounds our garden. English Elm is able to grow 
from suckers originating from the parent tree and we 
have allowed a few of these to grow within the garden. 
Due to Dutch elm disease these trees die before 
reaching maturity. Wych Elm and English Elm Ulmus 
procera are both susceptible to Dutch Elm disease but 
Wych Elm does not produce suckers and so is reliant 
on producing viable seed to produce new trees before 
it dies.  
 
It is not easy to tell the difference between these 
species when young. The Woodland Trust website 
states wych elm can be identified in winter when buds 
and twigs are covered in orange hairs. I have looked 
through a hand lens at twigs on our Elms and there are 
no orange hairs. I would be interested to hear if anyone 
knows of Wych Elm growing around the village. I 
guess the larvae of Blomer’s Rivulet may possibly 
have resorted here to eating the leaves of English elm, 
indeed if it is breeding here. Its larvae make large 
ragged holes in leaves, feeding in the latter half of 
August. I’ll keep a look out for this clue. 
 
One of our dead suckered elms within the garden blew 
down during Storm Eunice but this was partly due to 
the weight of our evergreen clematis armandii 
sprawling all over it. After the tree was sawn up I 
counted 15 growth rings. This is about right for the age 
an Elm will reach before dying of Dutch Elm disease. 
 
An interesting fact from The Woodland Trust website 
is that before metal was widely available, water mains 
were made of Elm in many English towns and Exeter 
was one of those towns. 
 
Last Word 
On 7th April Royal mail is issuing a set of nature 
stamps titled migratory birds. 
 

Jenny Garne. 
01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
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The Joy of a Yorkshire Childhood 
 

For the first 18 years of my life I lived in a small 
newly-built stone house at the edge of a deciduous 
wood just over a mile outside a small Yorkshire village 
in the Holme Valley - actually just downstream from 
Holmfirth, in what is now referred to as “Last of the 
Summer Wine Country” - you get the picture. My 
father, Jack Spivey, had the house built (on a mortgage 
of £365*) in 1936 on a steep vacant plot using plans 
developed for a semi-detached house. So our north 
wall was a completely devoid of windows – just as 
well, as it just faced the nearby wall of our neighbour's 
new house. However, the open view from the front 
windows looked across the wide tree-filled Holme 
Valley to Castle Hill on the far horizon with the 
Victoria Memorial Tower just reaching 1,000 ft above 
sea level. My father lived in the house until 1986 (for 
exactly 50 years) when, following the death of Kitty, 
my mother, he moved to a ground floor flat in The 
Bury in Thorverton.  
 
After secondary school in Huddersfield he worked in a 
chemical company, British Dyes, which later evolved 
into ICI. He attended night school and acquired 
sufficient HSC grades to enter Leeds University and 
take a degree in Chemistry**. Following a year getting 
a Diploma in Education he looked around for a 
teaching job. In the depression of the early 30s these 
were unobtainable, and he taught at the Technical 
School in Holmfirth for several months without pay, 
just to gain valuable experience. My mother was a 
hairdresser in Halifax and they married just before they 
had the house built. Like many wives in the 1930s, she 
gave up work after marriage. (In fact when a female 
teacher got married she had to give up work, a 
practice continued until 1944). 
 
Eventually, a job came up at what became a Secondary 
Modern School in Kirkburton, where he taught, 
becoming the Science Master, until he retired in 1971 
at age 65. However, he missed 5 years during the war, 
when he was Flight Lieutenant in the RAF, fixing up 
radar stations with IFF (Indicator Friend or Foe) across 
North Africa, Italy, India, Ceylon and Burma. So for 
the first 5 years of my life I saw very little of my 
father. Except in the summer of 1942 when my mother 
took me by train and boat and bus to the southern tip of 
the Isle of Harris where my father had rented the 
school house during the summer holiday. He was in 
charge of the Radar station nearby. It was here that I 
learned to walk. Exactly 70 years later I drove the 
campervan to the same schoolhouse and made friends 
with the new owner, the daughter of a Canadian 
bomber pilot, who had bought the building after it 
ceased to be of educational use. My father got the 
posting in the Hebrides because when he entered the 
RAF he was asked to fill out a form asking where he 

would prefer to be posted. First choice; he put 
Yorkshire, to be near home and for 2nd choice; he put 
Hebrides ... they must have jumped at the chance of 
finding a new officer who actually wanted to go there! 
 
I was an only child in an under-populated new ribbon 
development some distance from the village, with no 
children in any of the neighbouring houses (in fact the 
immediate neighbours never had children, but were 
extremely friendly to me). I made my own amusement. 
I explored the local woods, fields and a farm about half 
a mile away, which was still using heavy horses for 
ploughing. The woods were a delight with lots of 
wildlife, many birds, foxes and rabbits in the livestock 
fields surrounding the farm. I became particularly fond 
of climbing trees in search of high birds' nests. The 
River Holme was about a mile away down a very steep 
hill through Hagg Wood, to Brockholes where several 
wool mills dyed the river a different colour each day.  
 
I had started at Honley National School before my 
father returned from the Far East. It was just over a 
mile walk each way as there was no bus service on this 
side of the village. The first half of the walk was along 
narrow roads with open fields on either side. Then I 
turned off the road through a millstone grit stile onto a 
grassy path descending through two sloping fields to 
reach the first village houses. A short walk along 
Jagger Lane, past the new-build library by the 
roundabout and up narrow Cuckoo Lane above the 
local mill with black smoke billowing out of its tall 
chimney. I spent many hours in the village library 
borrowing several books per week, and when I went to 
University they let me borrow my course books on 12 
week loans, to be renewed each holiday. 
 

 
Honley Library 

 
The school was (and still is) small. In the 1940s, the 
school was divided into 2 equal halves, with boys on 
the west side and the girls separated to the east with 
their playground attached. The boys' playground 
adjoined the girls' to the north. In the winter the slope 
from the boys' playground carried an icy slide over the 
tarmac to the wooden fence which separated the 
playgrounds. I remember one winter the continual 
crashing of boys' feet (and at least 4 children wore 
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wooden clogs) into the fence smashed the lower half 
leaving a limbo bar to duck under and continue the 
slide across the girls' playground. At lunchtimes, with 
a few schoolmates, John, Bruce and Neil, we walked 
(or ran?) out of school to some scrubby trees 
overlooking the Magdale Valley where we built a 
camp high above the road. 
 

 
Honley Junior Infant and Nursery School 

 
My father's trip to work in Kirkburton by bus would 
have involved a lengthy trip right down the valley to 
Huddersfield, and then a second bus up Penistone 
Road, so he bought a motorbike to travel straight 
across country via Farnley Tyas. He had a succession 
of increasingly powerful motorbikes, culminating in a 
500cc AJS on which we travelled all the way to 
Aberystwyth, where his sister Mary lived. I must have 
been about 10 years old and I found it very exciting 
rumbling through Mid Wales villages on tiny roads. 
 
The motorbike needed storing under cover so my 
father bought a Batley garage made of flat-pack 
concrete slabs – much like the ones removed from 
Ascough in Dinneford Street. In order to install this he 
had to dig out a large slice of the garden behind the 
house and line it with poured concrete from a 
wheelbarrow. This was before the days when a 
rotating-tank truck would deliver it to site. The garage 
was big enough for a large car so there was plenty of 
room for his workshop with a huge array of 
woodworking and metalworking tools which my 
mother had inherited from her father. I'm still using 
many of them today. 
 
Holidays were often in Aberystwyth, where my aunt 
and later my grandparents lived. One memorable 
holiday was in Wensleydale, the village of West 
Burton. My father knew a local farmer in Thoralby, 
and I spent a week helping with the haymaking, and 
earning £1. It seemed a lot to a ten year old in 1950. 
 
*So in 1936 you could build a stone 3 bed house for 
£365 or £26,000 in today's money, accounting for 

inflation...why have houses become so expensive now? 
Another way of looking at it... Then, less than 3 years 
average earnings would pay for the house - now in 
2022 it's more than 10 years. 
 
** It turns out that when my father (John Winston 
Spivey) graduated in Chemistry at Leeds University 
on 4th July1932, alongside him was Jerry Parkinson’s 
father, Marshall Parkinson) who also graduated in 
Chemistry in the same year, at the same degree 
ceremony….small world ! 
 
...to be continued ….                                   John Spivey 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answers to Film Quiz on page 34: 
 

1. Alan Rickman in ‘Robin Hood, Prince of 
Thieves.’ 

2. Clink Eastwood in ‘Sudden Impact.’ 

3. Robert Duvall in ‘Apocalypse Now.’ 

4. Claude Rains in ‘Casablanca.’ 

5. Tom Hanks in ‘Forrest Gump.’ 

6. Clark Gable in ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

7. Bette Davis in ‘All About Eve.’ 

8. W.C. Fields in ‘You're Telling Me.’ 

9. The closing words of ‘The Bridge on the River 
Kwai.’ 

10. Katharine Hepburn in ‘The African Queen.’ 

11. Tim Allen (Buzz Lightyear) in ‘Toy Story.’ 

12. Arnold Shwarzenegger in ‘The Terminator.’ 

13. Robbie Coltrane in ‘'Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone.’ 

14. Marlon Brando in ‘The Godfather.’ 

15. Tom Cruise in ‘Jerry Maguire.’ 

16. Cliff Robertson in ‘Spiderman.’ 

17. Michael J. Fox in ‘Back to the Future I.’ 

18. Leonardo DiCaprio in ‘Titanic.’ 

19. Judy Garland in ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ 

20. Harrison Ford in ‘Star Wars.’ 

21. Tom Hanks in ‘Apollo 13.’ 

22. Jim Carrey in ‘The Mask.’ 

23. James Cromwell in ‘I, Robot.’ 
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History Society 
Derek Gore (University of Exeter)                      
The Vikings in the West Country 

 

A popular image of Vikings is of a marauding mob 
of young male Scandinavians arriving by long boat 
on the coasts of Britain. Attacking “soft targets” such 
as monasteries, stealing their valuables and moving 
inland to pillage and terrorise the local gentle folk. 

On the evening of Friday 25th February, through the 
medium of Zoom, Derek Gore gave a detailed 
account of written historical records and current 
archaeological evidence of the two ages of Vikings in 
Britain. The audience were given a clearer picture of 
their warrior like activities and the Scandinavian 
legacy that still exists in the West Country to this 
day. 

The written historical accounts of Viking military 
activity in the West Country mainly comes from 
Anglo Saxon chronicles and some from other sources 
such as Irish records and King Alfred’s Bishop 
Asser. The reliability of these sources is sometimes 
uncertain, and often conflicting, so should be viewed 
through the lens of the authors at the time. 

There were two recorded ages of Viking activity in 
Britain: 

1st Age 789 – 924 

2nd Age 980 - 1069 

The first recorded Westcountry Viking attack was at 
Carhampton (North Somerset) in 836. Historians 
suspect it was an important royal centre and was 
targeted for its portable wealth. King Egbert fought 
against between 25 and 35 ship loads of Danes 
(probably included Norwegians). There was great 
slaughter. The Danes were ultimately victorious.  

Various Scandinavian raids that followed in the West 
Country were likely via Shetland, a short voyage, 
followed by a relatively easy journey down the east 
coast of Britain, possibly including Ireland and 
Wales. 

Over 200 years, Vikings had developed the Goksted 
long boat - very efficient and effective at transporting 
an army across the sea and into estuaries and rivers. 
It could hoist the sails, or if no wind, powered by 
oarsman. It was lightweight, highly manoeuvrable 
and could operate in shallow waters. Their favourite 
portable wealth of silver ingots could be easily 
loaded and removed. 

In the mid-9th century England was split into four 
Kingdoms; Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia and 
Wessex. The Kings of Northumberland and East 
Anglia were killed in battle with the Vikings, and the 
King of Mercia decided fleeing was the best option. 
It was left to Alfred the Great of Wessex in 878 to 
face the Vikings at the Battle of Eddington. Alfred’s 
army slaughtered the Vikings and chased the enemy 
from the area, leaving them in control. 

Aware that the Vikings would arrive along the coast 
again, Edmund the Elder (914) stationed men from 
Cornwall to Avonmouth to repel the intruders. This 
proved very successful as Vikings retreated to Ireland 

At the start of the 2nd Viking age, raids started again 
and were much more successful, resulting in 
Scandinavian Kings. Locally in 1001 Vikings 
penetrated many miles up the Exe. A stand by local 
nobles was made in Pinhoe but the Vikings were 
victorious and destroyed the area; Exeter was not 
taken. 

Later, in 1003, according to chronicles, a French 
Norman betrayed the people of Exeter and allowed 
the Vikings to enter the city and steal many 
valuables. Although he may have been a scapegoat of 
the Middle Ages. 

Archaeology shows numerous sources of 
Scandinavian metalwork in many locations in the 
West Country, particularly in Wiltshire. Many 
decorative items have been found such as copper 
alloy rings and small ingots of silver being one of the 
most popular. This silver content ranged from 38% to 
86%. Distinctive Borre ring chains have also been 
found on Bodmin Moor. 

There are many long stone sculptures with unique art 
in the form of hogbacks, wolves and other animals 
found in many West Country areas, particularly 
Cornwall. These are very similar to those found in 
Northern England where there is a much higher 
concentration and were likely to be used for high 
status burials. There is also a local example of this 
Viking artwork on a pillar at Copplestone Cross 
where an eroded horse and a warrior can be seen, 
most likely made by settled Vikings converted to 
Christianity. 
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Vikings have left their mark on place names such as 
Barrowby (settlement on the hill), Steepholme, 
Flatholme, Grimsby, Tresco, St Agnes, Spaxton, 
Thurloxton and Lundy (translates as puffin Island). 
Some of the places are named after warriors who 
were given land by King Knut for their support.  

Over a period of time, many of these Vikings became 
respected inhabitants having key jobs such as the 
mint master at Exeter. 

More detail can be found in Derek Gore’s book “the 
Vikings in the West Country”. It is currently out of 
print but can be found in local libraries, e-bay or 
maybe charity book shops. 

The book mentions a debate amongst Viking scholars 
about the naming of Thorverton, earliest mention in 
1201. Could it be originally a Scandinavian personal 
name Thurferth with OE tun or the more likely 
Thorfordtun meaning ford at the thorn bush? 

Andy Brewer 

 
Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 

 

Much Ado about Nothing 
 
Much Ado about Nothing tells of a quick courtship 
that nearly comes to disaster and of a slow reluctant 
one that is a complete success. The reluctant wooers 
are Beatrice and Benedict, two delightful people who 
transform what might have been a melancholy plot 
into a delight. 
 
In this brief summary I shall concentrate on them 
without overlooking two constables named Dogberry 
and Verges, who have much dignity but no sense. 
They move with the meditative calm of two well-
intentioned tortoises, and in their earnest stupidity 
they do everything wrong. But it is clear at the end 
they do everything right. For the highborn characters, 
with their misplaced notions of honour, make 
mistake after mistake, and it is the efforts of 
Dogberry and Verges that brings the comedy to its 
happy conclusion.  
 
The story is set in Sicily, in the town of Messina, 
where the governor is expecting a visit from the 
prince of Aragon. The prince is returning from the 
wars, and in his company are two gallant young lords 
from Italy, Claudio and Benedict. Benedict is already 

well known in Messina, for he and the governor's 
niece have been having a continuous argument, or 
what the governor calls "a kind of merry war," ever 
since they met. 
 
The name of the governor's niece is Beatrice, and she 
does not think highly of the male sex. She feels 
Benedict is well suited to be a butt of her wit, and 
since Benedict does not stand still long enough to be 
a butt for anyone, they have a most enjoyable time 
trading insults whenever they meet. Beatrice has the 
last word when Benedict goes off to the wars, for she 
kindly guarantees to eat anyone he manages to kill. 
 
Benedict and Claudio enter to be welcomed by the 
governor and his household, and Benedict manages 
only two sentences before Beatrice is upon him: 
 
      I wonder that you will still be talking, Signor  
     Benedict: nobody marks you. 
 

     Benedict: What, my dear Lady Disdain! Are you 
   yet living? 
 
Such exchanges - and there are several - are a delight, 
and their friends conspire to make a match between 
them by letting each overhear apparently secret 
conversations revealing that the other cherishes a 
secret passion for the hearer. The aim? To turn their 
sparring into love and create a match between them. 
 
The plot works, and the pair are finally betrothed, 
each protesting that this is only out of pity for the 
other. 
 
The main plot of the play is less gripping. Hero, 
daughter of Leonato, is engaged to marry 
Claudio,and Don John, wishing to disgrace her, gets 
Hero’s maid Margaret to dress up as Hero and show 
herself in a compromising situation. Claudio 
retaliates for Hero’s supposed faithlessness by 
repudiating her at the marriage ceremony; she faints 
with the shock and it is given out she is dead. 
 
The conspiracy is revealed when Conrade and 
Borachio, two of Don John’s followers, are 
overheard discussing it, and the matter is reported to 
Don Pedro, the prince, by the constables Dogberry 
and Verges. Full of remorse, Claudio agrees, by way 
of amendment, to marry Hero’s cousin, but at the 
ceremony finds that his bride is Hero herself, who 
was not dead at all. 
 
Beatrice, Benedict and Dogberry enhance the play 
and are among Shakespeare’s greatest creations. 

 
                      Andrew Hoellering 
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New Housing Development Update 
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Trees of Thorverton 
10. Trees at Jubilee Green  
 

   
 
This month I would like to celebrate the beautiful trees which stand on the Jubilee Green. They look particularly 
spectacular in the spring, when they are in flower, but their different colours and the effect on the light and shade of 
the Green make them a joy throughout the year; they provide a very attractive feature of this little Green. Three of my 
four photos here were taken in the spring; the fourth was taken in the autumn. I won’t say anything about the history 
of these trees, which are clearly not very old by tree standards, mainly because I don’t know much history about them.  
 
The tree just visible in the photo below left, in front of the Old Butcher’s Shop, sadly had to be removed last year after 
its condition deteriorated, some large branches fell off and it was in danger of falling. That has opened up the Green a 
little more, so I don’t think that the Parish Council has been in any rush to replace it with another tree just yet. The 
remaining trees make quite a feature and provide very pleasant surroundings for rest and reflection on one of the seats 
on the Green. We are fortunate to have so lovely a Green (which has recently been kept in such good condition thanks 
to the labours of the Thorverton Branch of the Royal British Legion), one which must be the envy of many other 
towns and villages. 
 
 

 
 

Neville Lane 
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Adverts 
Advertise your 
business here 

 
 in Colour 
for only 

 
£9 per month 
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Ramblings on Rambling 
 
Thorverton’s gambling den 

……… or perhaps ‘the gambolling denizens of 
Fairoak’ might have expressed it more accurately.  I 
refer, of course, to the current inhabitants of the 
Fairoak fields, those ewes and their delightful 
offspring.  ‘Cute,’ ‘sweet,’ ‘adorable’ are all traditional 
epithets for spring lambs, but these tiny sets of twins, 
whether white, black or speckled, are worthy of them 
all and many more.  For one thing, they are 
astonishingly tame.  They let you come right up to 
them, and in the same gentle spirit there are no 
threatening growls or other hostile responses from 
their mothers that you sometimes encounter in such 
circumstances.  Truly their cutery is beyond compare. 
 We are expecting a visit from our granddaughters (8 
and 5) in a few weeks’ time and hoping that the lambs 
will not have grown too much bigger between now and 
then. 

From ewes to a yew…. Indeed no Ramblings about 
Rambling could fail to mention our recent storms, 
which were not without their effects on walking 
outdoors and I suppose the most spectacular con-
sequence for the village was the uprooting of the 
ancient yew in the churchyard.  It is always desperately 
sad to experience the loss of a large tree, especially 
one that has been the silent witness of so many sacred 
events across the centuries and many villagers must 
have visited the site in a final act of homage to the 
fallen giant. 

For me, in view of all the dire warnings about 
Storm Eunice, I had not planned on going out that 
morning.  However, when the fateful day dawned 
and  little was happening by 8 o’clock I set out for 
my usual walk with the expressions ‘damp squid’ and 
‘storm in a teacup’ going through my mind.  True, it 
was blowy walking across open fields but nothing like 
the blood-curdling visions we had been threatened 
with by the Met. Office.  Where were these ‘danger to 
life’ levels we had been warned against?  Family 
reports began to arrive via WhatsApp.  We learned of 
strong winds in Taunton, with branches whipping at 
the windows and occasional gusts sending a rumbling 
through the house; our London daughter and her 
family were unable to leave our Pershore  daughter’s 
as planned because all the trains had been cancelled. 
My hubris was about to catch up with me… 

Indeed I had spoken a little too soon. It was just that 
the storm arrived here a couple of hours later than 
forecast, and when I took our neighbour’s dogs out 
later it was pretty scary.  But more was to come.  I got 
back home to find Fiona sitting on the sofa pressing a 
blood-stained wad of tissues to her forehead.  ‘The 
ambulance is on its way,’ she announced.  Concerned 

that a garden fence seemed to be collapsing, she had 
gone outside to support it and it had repaid her 
solicitude by the 6ft post whacking her on the brow.  In 
a very commendable 45 minutes or so a rapid response 
vehicle arrived, from which a tall red-bearded 
paramedic with gentle fingers emerged to patch her up 
with plaster strips and super glue. She could now apply 
for any future role as an adult Harriet Potter. 

Later that day we received a curt admonition via 
WhatsApp, couched in the pompous terms in 
which adult children sometimes address their aged 
parents: ‘Next time there’s an amber-to-red warning 
from the Met Office, please stay indoors.’  We will 
definitely take this advice. 

But back to our rambling theme…Storms don’t come 
along very often (in fact, 'in Hertford, Hereford and 
Hampshire hurricanes hardly ever happen') so most 
days there is no excuse not to get out and about. 
Wellington boots are definitely required in order to 
wade through the mud on some of our favourite walks 
round the village.  But better days lie ahead and as I 
write (20th March) are indeed already here, with 
sunshine, mild temperatures and blue skies beckoning 
us out to get our daily dose of vitamin D via a daily 
walk. 

Happy Rambling! 
                                                Maurice Harrison 

 
Tree Felling Before Chainsaws 
 
Before chainsaws were invented, the logging industry 
in the United States & Canada was a seriously 
challenging occupation and we are only talking about 
125 years ago. In the Pacific Northwest there were 
forests full of monster trees and cutting them down 
was done by hand.   
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Look at the length of the two-man hand saw and heavy 
duty axes that they used to drop these tremendous 
trees.  It is almost inconceivable to think of cutting 
down a tree this size with a hand saw. 

  
 
The work required very strong men (and horses) 
working long days for minimal pay. Could you 
imagine doing this to earn a living? 

 
 

After a tree was finally felled, it took a week or more 
to cut it up into sections that could be managed 
(somehow) and transported by train to a lumber yard. 

 
 
Manoeuvring the logs down the mountain to the train 
was a complex and very dangerous job.  One slip and a 
hunk of wood as big as a hotel is rolling your way!  
The other question that begs an answer is how did they 
get those logs up onto the flatbeds of that train? 

 

 
  
Hollowed out logs became the company's mobile 
office.  

 
 
A long time before anyone ever thought of a mobile 
home or RV, hollowed out logs were also used to 
house and feed the logging crews. 

 
 

 
We are accustomed to our modern conveniences like 
electricity and petrol-powered chainsaws, and it is 
always such a mind-boggling experience to see how 
such monumental tasks were performed before these 
conveniences appeared on the scene.  Remember that 
the picture above shows a hollowed-out log made into 
a travel trailer. 
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

Saturday 26th February 
 

After being postponed twice because of the weather it 
was third time lucky for a trip to Winsford on Exmoor. 
We started uphill from the village and soon turned off 
onto a track, still climbing, up onto the heights above 
Winsford. We carried on across a ridge on Bye 
Common with wonderful views around including 
towards Dunkery Beacon. It was a bit breezy but a 
grass bank on one side provided some shelter for our 
coffee break where we could admire the views with 
hot coffee and Mike’s infamous chocolate biscuits! 
 
There was a steep and sometimes slippery descent 
towards the River Exe where we turned right to walk 
alongside the infant river. The water was crystal clear 
and quite deep in places. We found a delightful spot 
for lunch right alongside the river with plenty of places 
to sit.  

 
Continuing along the riverside I was pleased to find 
the fallen tree, that had crossed the path when I recced 
the walk, was gone – no jungle gym for us today! 
 
There was a short ascent to get back to the gate we had 
come through from the road, and then headed back 
down into Winsford.  
 

We took a short detour to the 11th Century church of St 
Mary Magdalene which has an impressive 90 foot 

tower and Norman font. Well worth a visit if you are in 
the area.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Bridge Tea room sadly was closed, so no cake to 
undo our good work, we’ll save that for next time.  
 

 
 
Future walks: 
There is a planning meeting in the Exeter Inn on 
Thursday 24th March to set a new programme of walks 
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going into the Spring and Summer. Details will be sent 
to those on the email list and will also appear in next 
months Focus.  
 
All walks will have details emailed to those on the list 
about a week beforehand giving details of start 
location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless 
otherwise stated.  
 

Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and 
longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of 
each walk (length, gradient, lunch information, etc.) 
will be displayed approximately a week before the 
walk in the Old Post Office Window and on the village 
notice board. If you would like to be included on the 
email list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 
(860203). 
 

 
The Sky at Night  
April 2022 

On the 1st you’d be a fool to expect to see the New 
Moon. Hovering above the sunset, you’ll need to wait 
one or two more days to observe the slither crescent as, 
night by night, the moon starts to track away from the 
sunset into the darkening evening sky. Most of the 
visible planets are bunched together near the direction 
of the sun, so you’ll need to be awake before dawn to 
witness the rise of Mars, Venus, Saturn, then Jupiter 
and Mercury. Full moon will be visible on 16th April, 
rising in the East and directly opposite the sunset. For 
a couple of days either side of 22nd April, look above 
the North East horizon to glimpse shooting stars, 
meteors from the Lyrid shower. 

Saturn’s moons 2. Stray away from Saturn’s rings and 
moons and you find…more moons: less large or 
spherical yet more mystifying; the names enigmatic. 
Take Phoebe for instance. Perched far outside the 
orbits of all the moons so far described, it quarters this 
remote region like a dark, brooding, fossilised skull. 
Where did it come from? Maybe it was once a comet? 
Images from Cassini, suggest that Phoebe may have 
originated in the outer solar system. Phoebe's 
blackened, reverse orbit, troubled surface with a 
plethora of large and small craters, and low density 
indicate its origin was most likely the Kuiper Belt of 
icy comets lurking beyond distant Neptune before it 
was captured by Saturn (imagine reversing a video of a 
discus being thrown). One of the last images was taken 
by Cassini of this 140 mile wide moon, from 20,000 
miles out (see fig.1, all photos courtesy of NASA). 

 

Fig 1 

Nearby, closer in, Iapetus, at 1,000 miles wide, is the 
majestic third largest of Saturn’s myriad moons. That’s 
if you can call a walnut majestic, which has been 
sprayed white from one side! Like Phoebe, it has a 
skewed orbit from which you could readily study 
Saturn’s rings. But its origin is different, probably 
from a local collision of moons. It is mostly ice, with 
about 20% rock for good measure. Like our moon it is 
locked into a pattern of rotation where one side 
permanently faces its gigantic host. Remarkably, its 
leading face is much darker than its rearward face, a 
gift for Saturnian scientists with nothing to do on a 
Friday afternoon. Of several theories as to why, the 
main one is that Phoebe, much like a manic muck-
spreader, deposited large quantities of fine, reddish 
dust to form a near-invisible brown ring just inside the 
orbit of Phoebe. The moniker ‘Phoebe Ring’ has stuck. 
The walnut-ridge and craters as wide as 300 miles add 
to the distinct nature of this crazy moon (see fig.2). 

 
 

Fig 2 

Closer in to Saturn is Hyperion, the closest thing to a 
sponge that you can get with rubble-laced ice (see 
fig.3). At 170 miles across, it is pretty much the largest 
moon you’ll ever find that is not spherical. Like 
Iapetus, it has hoovered up some of the dark dust (less 
than a foot deep) spewed out by generous Phoebe. It is 
pock-marked all over by craters and strange 
honeycomb holes. Its largest crater, at 75 miles across 
is so deep you could fit Everest into it! Like any self-
respecting sponge, nearly half of its insides is, well, 
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‘space’! To add to its character this body doesn’t know 
how to spin, in point of fact, its axis wobbles like a 
drunken top: charmingly, the scientific term is 
‘chaotic’. 

 
 

Fig 3 

Back to the small, innermost moons, Pan, Daphnis, 
Atlas, Prometheus, Pandora, Epimetheus and Janus. 
Named after so many interesting figures from Greek 
mythology these small moons, no larger than 30 miles 
across, bear little further comment (see fig.4). All 
Saturn’s moons could have been similar, small, grey, 
rocky balls of ice in regular orbits, attracting little 
attention. As future missions will surely tell though, 
there’s a lot more interest yet up there in the silent, 
dark and foreboding outer reaches of the solar system. 
It’s just a matter of when, not if. 

 
 

Fig 4 
Peter Hargood 

 

Film Quiz 
 

Can you identify the actors who spoke the following 
lines, and from which famous films?  
 

1. ‘Cancel the kitchen scraps for lepers and 
orphans.  No more merciful beheadings! And call 
off Christmas!’ 

2. ‘Go ahead, make my day.’ 
3. ‘I love the smell of napalm in the morning.  It 

smells like victory.’ 

4. ‘Major Strasser has been shot.  Round up the 
usual suspects.’ 

5. ‘My momma always said life was like a box of 
chocolates…you never know what you’re gonna 
get.’ 

6. ‘Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn.’ 
7. ‘Fasten your seat-belts, it’s going to be a bumpy 

ride.’ 
8. ‘It’s a funny old world - a man’s lucky if he gets 

out of it alive.’  
9. ‘Madness!  Madness!’ 
10. ‘Nature, Mr Allnutt, is what we are put into this 

world to rise above.’ 
11. ‘To infinity and beyond! ’ 
12. ‘I'll be back.’ 
13. ‘You're a wizard, Harry.’ 
14. ‘I'm gonna make him an offer he can't refuse.’ 
15. ‘Show me the money.’ 
16. ‘With great power comes great responsibility.’ 
 

17. ‘I guess you guys aren’t ready for that yet. But 
your kids are gonna love it.’ 

18. ‘I'm the King of the World!’ 
19. ‘There's no place like home.’ 
20. ‘May the Force be with you.’ 
21. ‘Houston, we have a problem.’ 
22. ‘Ssssmokin'!’ 
23. ‘That, Detective, is the right question.’ 

Answers on page 20. 
 
Thorverton AFC   
 
Saturday, 5th March 
 

Dolton AFC 4  
Thorverton 2nds 0  
 

At the picturesque 
surroundings of Dolton village, on a surprisingly good 
pitch (given the recent weather), we were on the end of 
a disappointing scoreline. 
 
We had a decent starting 11 and commenced well, 
having more possession and control of the midfield 
area.  An error by keeper Justin Land, who lost his 
bearings with the posts, allowed a failed lob from 
distance (it lacked height) to trickle past and roll into 
the net. 
 

Their 2nd goal was a freak: two players tackling each 
other, 30 yards from goal, led to the ball ballooning at 
least that high into the air, and vertically dropped into 
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the net. At least half the players on the pitch were 
unaware a goal occurred. 
 

Despite there being parity in terms of possession and 
control of the game, we were two down at half time. A 
good half time talk from assistant manager, yet 
manager-for-the-day, Al Whitfield, should have set the 
scene for a stirring comeback; however, 2 minutes 
after restarting, we switched off from a throw in and 
conceded a third, making that team-talk redundant. 
Heads dropped and the 4th duly followed. 
 
All in all, no one played that badly. We huffed and 
puffed, but had no joy and were unfortunate with how 
things seemed to fall in favour of the opposition. To be 
gracious to Dolton, they accepted their luck yet still 
had the skill to convert their chances. 
 

Man of the Match was Tobes Jeferson who was the 
only player to remain composed for the whole 90 mins. 
A notable mention for 16 year old, Bradders Land, 
making his senior debut. He played much better than 
his dad! 
 

Team (3-5-2): Land J, Ridewood, Stoneman, Pointing 
(c), Jefferson, Bastyan, Carbines, Harlow, Pierce, 
Williams, Hawkins 
Subs: Land B (60 mins), Whitfield (70 mins), 
Webbydinho (80 mins). 
 

Saturday, 19th March 
 

Thorverton 2nds 1 Cheriton Fitzpaine 2nds 0  
 
Before the match report, this column would like to 
apologise for the critical comments made in the prior 
report about our beautiful man-bear goalkeeper. The 
spring sunshine has started his malting process and 
exposed his sensitive skin that allowed the previous 
criticism to penetrate; Justin, we apologise. 
 

The strong winds made this a game of two halves. 
New signing Ty Fisher slotted into midfield and 
showed some class alongside Jon Pearce, with Luke 
Skinner in front of them. 
 

Cameron Bastyan excelled in his unaccustomed role of 
right wing-back and was the stand out performer in the 
first half, doing enough to garner our Man of the 
March award.  
 

A free kick on the edge of their box was struck, via 
deflection, into the net by Darren Osmond making a 
welcome return to the team following a groin injury. 
 

We started the 2nd half ahead but with the wind being 
strong, the roles reversed. Our opponents pushed for an 
equaliser yet we maintained our shape and composure 
to keep a clean sheet. A good defensive shift by the 
team limited them to one threatening chance that was 
missed by their striker when through on goal. 
 

Al Whitfield, noticing the legs of some were tiring, 
switched Osmond with Luke Skinner, proving an adept 
tactical shift which added an organising voice and kept 
structure to a midfield that was under pressure. 
 
We were limited to half chances but given the 
conditions, it was a mature performance to grind out a 
win.  
 

J. Land, Ridewood, Jefferson, Pointing, Williams, 
Bastyan, Fisher, Pearce, Skinner, Osmond, Vanstone. 
Subs: Stoneman, B. Land. 
 
Thorverton's Daffodils 
 

Last autumn Thorverton Parish Council purchased 500 
mixed daffodil/narcissus bulbs from Allies Mid 
Devon, who had set the target of planting 130,000 
bulbs around Mid Devon to remember the 130,000 
lives lost to Covid 19. Some villagers helped plant 
these last autumn and over the past few weeks we have 
seen the fruits of their labours, with lovely displays of 
daffodils at the Raddon Road junction (see page 3), at 
the top of The Glebe, at the entrance to the Quarry Car 
Park, near to the Ford, outside the Memorial Hall and 
almost opposite the entrance to Court Barton Close.   

 

Neville Lane
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Puzzles 
I haven’t received much (any) feedback about the 
level of difficulty of the puzzles that I have been 
setting each month and whether anyone would prefer 
a different type of puzzle, so on we go: 
 
a) First Night in Paris 
 
This is taken from a puzzle book that I was given as a 
teenager, consisting of puzzles compiled by Ivan 
Morris. It was probably this book that got me hooked 
on puzzles. Mr Morris clearly spent a lot of time in 
Japan, or at least studying Japanese literature, and 
many of his puzzles are from Japan and the Far East. 
The puzzle which I will give here is rather longer 
than most of Mr Morris’ puzzles, but I give it 
nevertheless to test out your powers of endurance as 
much as your powers of puzzling. 
 
On their first night in Paris, Mr Suzuki and Mr 
Tabako take their wives to an expensive dinner at La 
Pérouse. Unfortunately Mrs Kazuko Tabako is a 
teetotaller and Mrs Suzuki has a bad case of 
diarrhoea and so does not eat anything. The men 
agree to “go Dutch”, but Tabako actually pays the 
bill (these are in the old days of hard cash, no cards). 
 
“How much do I owe you?” asks Suzuki the 
following morning. “A few hundred francs,” replies 
Tabako (this is well before the Euro replaced the 
franc). “After all that wine I can’t remember the 
exact amount, but I do recall that the tip I gave the 
waiter was exactly 20% of the bill (including the 
wine) and that the sum of the digits in my tip was 
20% of the digits in the bill itself (This is a typical 
fact for someone to remember in one of Mr Morris’ 
puzzles!).” “Incidentally, how much did they charge 
us for that delicious Chambertin?” (Apparently 
Chambertin is a red wine using the pinot noir grape, 
from the Burgundy region, but I expect that you wine 
connoisseurs knew that already). “Again, I can’t 
recall the exact figure,” replied Tabako. “But I know 
it cost precisely one third as much as the food.” 
“Well, since your wife didn’t drink a drop,” says 
Suzuki, “I should pay twice as much for the wine as 
you do.” “Fair enough,” says Tabako. “But by the 
same token, since your wife didn’t eat a morsel, I 
should pay twice as much for the food as you do.” 
“Agreed,” says Suzuki, extracting his wallet. 
 
How much should he give Tabako for his share and 
his wife’s? 
 
Supplementary: Why is it usually easier to remember 
the amount of the tip than the amount of the actual 
bill? 
 
 

b) Binary 
 

I wonder whether anyone managed to complete the 
Binary puzzle in March’s Focus. Here is another to 
get your teeth into. You need to complete the grid 
with 1s and 0s so that each row and each column has 
five 1s and five 0s, with the same number never 
appearing in more than two consecutive squares in 
any row or column. Also, each row and each column 
must have a different sequence of 1s and 0s to any 
other row and column.  

 1  1   1  0  
   0 0   0  0 
 1      1  1 
 1 1        
     1  0   

1 1       1  
   1   1    
   1     0 0 

0  1        
0      1  0  
 
c) Su Doku 
 

I do hope that experienced Su Doku puzzlers don’t 
find this one too easy. As always, each horizontal and 
vertical line and each 3x3 square must contain each 
of the numbers from one to nine:  
 

9 7 8 3 1     

 1  4   9 7 6 

 6 2 5      
 8   3     
 9 4    3 8  
    9   2  

     5 2 3  
1 2 9   3  6  
    8 1 7 9 4 

 

Happy puzzling.  
Neville Lane 
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Adverts              
 

        
      

      
  

 
 

 
 

HATISFACTION 
Do you have a “do” coming up? 

Need a fabulous hat, but not the bill? 

 
I have picture hats, headpieces and 

fascinators for hire, just contact  
Cathy, tell me your colours (or send a 

picture of your outfit), date  
and details of the occasion; and then 

choose from a selection. 
Cathy Williams 

(01392) 860773, cathpwilliams@hotmail.co.uk 
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Iain Clarke  
Garden Care 

07429462166 
iainclarkegardencare@gmail.com 

 
Grass Cutting 

Hedge Trimming 
Pruning Shrubs /Small Trees 

Planting 
Garden Maintenance 

Advice 
 

30 + Years in Horticulture 
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Get your business known in 
 

Thorverton 
 

Advertise here for just £3 per month for 
black & white or in colour for £4.50 per 

month 
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Welcome and pop in for: 
 

Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and deli produce.   
Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and vegetables, Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies and flapjacks 
Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and tea to take away 

Local artisan bread, Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly made sandwiches 
Local milk refill station, Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 
Everyday essentials, Artisan and classic ice creams and treats, Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 
Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to Saturday 

 
Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
 

Available from  
 

The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  
 

All proceeds in aid of the Thorverton pre-
school and Thorverton Post Office 
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Kevin Sussex 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Tel: 
01392 881961 

or 
07919950222 

 
 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY 
COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING 

SUPPORT 
 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' 
experience - university, college and school.  
 Extensive writing background - TV, books 

and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 
university examining - undergraduate and 

postgraduate 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, 
PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE English Language - a speciality 
 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, 
EX5 4HP. 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  
875601Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Elite Blinds and Tracks Ltd have now moved.  

More details later, but phone numbers unaltered.
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)   Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       admin@netherexe.org 
 

Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
 

Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
 

P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
 

County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
 
 

Doctors:          Redlands Primary Care: 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery: 01392 860034. 
 

Electricity                  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)      edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
 

Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust     Supporting local people’s needs with small grants. elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
 

Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
              By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk                   Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                           (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-
10.30 for newspapers only. Business Management Team: Royston 
Kershaw, Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                            Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                            Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                            School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                            Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                            Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
 

 

School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
 

 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
 

Thorverton Millennium      
Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargod.
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

MANY  MEETINGS  SUSPENDED DURING  THE PANDEMIC  – contacts below for more information. 
 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 

Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For details of 
meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
 

Bridge Club    Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7.00pm                          
    New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury, 
 Secretary: M C. Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                      Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  
Chair: Russ Clarke 

  Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com                     
  Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com 
  Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 

Toddler Group            Liz Armstrong emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
  Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
   healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 

 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs P. Twomey, E. Saunders, M. Braddick, C. Griffiths, J. Harris, M. Kirwan 
E. Ziegler, D. Cook, E. Willoughby, N. Dunn* and G. Brighton* 

  
Newcombes 

Crediton EX17 2AR 
The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 5 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/ 
  

  
  Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 
Monday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Twomey, Harris, 

Braddick, Ziegler 
08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Mike Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs.Twomey, Braddick, 
Cook, Saunders, Harris, 
Willoughby, Dunn* (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Dunn*  
(am)  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs, Braddick (pm), 
Griffiths, Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  17.00 

Dr Braddick 
(am) 

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

Drs Twomey, Harris, 
Saunders  

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00 Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
Kirwan, Saunders, Cook 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00   -  18.00 

Dr  Braddick 
(am) 

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  
Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 
GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 
Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 
self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – 
You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online repeat prescription request 

at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 
  
  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
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Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone: 01392 860034 

 
www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony 

O’Brien 
Dr Catherine 

Burkill 
Dr Jeff Solman Dr Ziyad Elgaid 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

  

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Friday 14:30 – 16:00* 
*emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30  

 
Please note: Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient 
to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page 
of our website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 

 
Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

 
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 
 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask 
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Waste Collection Dates 
 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of the village, but outlying parts may have different collection days) 
 

General refuse, recycling boxes and food caddy                  Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
April 11th & 26th (Tues)      April 4th & 20th (Wed)  
May 9th & 23rd        May 3rd (Tues), 16th & 30th  
 
Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.  Every 4 weeks on Thursdays : April 28th / May 26th / June 23rd /  
July 21st / Aug. 18th / Sept. 15th / Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 
Union Flag-Flying Days in April 
21st : Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 
23rd : St George's Day 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from Bullens Close 
and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Bullens Close and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 
10.48. Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 
 

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays) 
Stagecoach (and some Dartline) service 55B:  
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  
7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 
service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train station) from Thorverton The Berry & Broadlands:  
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 
To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 
16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 
Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 
at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 
Stagecoach service 55A:  
To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 

To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 
or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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“The cast of the “Twitshyre Murder Case” after the dénouement. TADS would like to thank our  

wonderful audiences for their support and kind comments following our recent production run.  

We look forward to entertaining you again soon”.  (Photo courtesy of Neville Lane) 
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Magnificent Memorial Hall Magnolia 
 

 
 

Photo by John Spivey    


