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Editorial 
  

 
Post Office TCT information………..18-19 

It’s official, Summer has arrived! I was in 
Silverton last weekend walking down the 
main street when several Swifts and a few 
House Martins were darting around the 
buildings and generally having a good time.  
 
This Summer will be one to remember with 
the Jubilee celebrations taking place over the 
first very long weekend. What could be better 
than an iconic street party with trestle tables 
around the Berry laden with food and drinks 
and of course plenty of live music to listen 
and dance to through a balmy summer’s 
afternoon and into the evening.  
 
This month’s Focus is simply packed with 
local events and diary dates, useful local 
information, various interesting and 
surprising articles and a wide range of 
information about many local trusted 
businesses.  
 
With such a lot of useful information and 
articles to read in the Focus magazine, we 
thought you may like to access this wherever 
you are and so we will be releasing the 
current month’s digital copy of Focus at the 
start of the month alongside the usual printed 
magazine. (Google ‘Focus On Thorverton’)  
 
This will initially be for a trial period from June 
1st. Our aim is to deliver relevant local articles 
and information to as wide an audience as we 
can, so we hope you enjoy this month’s 
edition in the format you choose, paper or 
digital! 
 
Russ Clarke 
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Diary of Events 2022 

Please notify the Editor of additions or changes. 
Email:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or Russ 
Clarke on 860279. Details of most events are in 
the Notices Section of Focus. 
  

JUNE  

Sat. 4th  Street Party, the Bury from 
2pm. 

Wed. 8th  Jurassic Coast. Talk by Chris 
Woodward, Brampford Speke 
Village Hall, 7.30pm. 

Thurs. 9th  Cogs & Wheels Ladies' Morris 
Dancing 8pm Thorverton Arms. 

Sun. 12th  Open Farm Sunday Guided 
Walk 10.30. Woodrow Barton, 
Brampford Speke, EX5 5DZ. 

Wed. 15th  Osteoporosis Support Group, 
2pm St. Leonard's Church Hall, 
Topsham Road, Exeter. 

Thurs. 16th  Thorverton Ladies Group 
Annual Summer BBQ, 6.30. 

Friday 17th TMH Film - West Side Story 

Thurs. 16th  Free CPR Training Session. 
7.00pm, W I Hut. 

Sat. 18th  Huxham Church Fete & BBQ 
from 12.30, Huxham Barton. 

Sun. 19th  Gardens Open for Hospiscare, 
see page 9 for details. 

Friday 24th  History Soc., 7.30pm, W I Hut. 

Friday 24th  Bingo,Memorial Hall, 7 for 7.30. 

Sun. 26th  Afternoon tea at Fair Oak, 
Thorverton, from 3.30pm 

JULY  

Sat. 9th  Fun Day at the Memorial Hall. 

Friday 15th  Bradninch Millers Morris will be 
dancing outside the Thorverton 
Arms & Exeter Inn, from 8pm. 

Friday 15th TMH Film - The Duke 

Friday 22nd Cygnet Theatre 

Shakespeare in the TMH Park 

AUGUST  

Sat. 6th  Silverton Street Market, 9am - 
5pm. See page ?? for details. 

Sat. 13th  Royal British Legion Thorverton 
Branch Annual Cream Tea 
Delivery Service. 

 

The Royal British Legion Thorverton branch, will 
hold their Annual Cream tea delivery service 
event on Saturday 13th August delivered to 
your front door in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal, 
A/N and branch funds more details to follow. Last 
year we delivered a record 360 cream teas. 
The Thorverton RBL Branch Committee 
unanimously support flying the Ukrainian flag at 
the Jubilee green flagpole, we are supporting the 
people of Ukraine during this tragic conflict.                               
A. Fice.  
 

  

        

       In Memory of Christine Mills 

 
  

25th December 1939 – 1st May 2022 
 

Geoffrey, Lorna and Ian  
would like to thank the friends and residents 

of Thorverton for their kind thoughts and 
messages of support after Christine 

peacefully passed away on 1st May 2022 

 
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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THORVERTON PARISH 
COUNCIL UPDATE 

  
 

Some of the same questions are often asked of 
us by parishioners, such as can we repair 
potholes in the roads.  We thought it would be a 
good idea to set out in a single document how 
and where the PC can help, so we produced a 
pamphlet which should have been delivered to 
every household in the last few weeks.  This 
shows the areas of the village where we have 
direct control, such as the Car Park, Jubilee 
Green etc. and goes on to show where you can 
report potholes, pavement problems, footpath 
issues or the like.  The pamphlet includes QR 
codes to make it even easier to find the right web 
page, but if you prefer you can still contact the 
Clerk.   
  
As the mowing season is well and truly here 
please can I give special thanks to the Royal 
British Legion, headed by Alex Fice, for their work 
on the Jubilee Green.  This is done on a 
completely voluntary basis and not only do they 
do a fantastic job they also save your precept a 
good deal of money that would have to be paid to 
the handyman to do the job.   
  
The new handyman, Ben Fitch, has been working 
for us from the turn of the year but if you find any 

verges that needs his attention please use 
Colin Marshall as the first contact point or email 

the Clerk.  

 01392 861228  cgmarshall1951@gmail.com 
  
During the recent Parish Meeting we said that 
some of the ash trees at Barliabins may need to 
be felled as there are signs of ash die back; we 
will consult with the Parish on how to handle this 
as we would like to make better use of this 
space.  We intend to consult with the Parish over 
this so please look out for more on this in the next 
few months. 
  
The play equipment at the rec ground is regularly 
inspected and maintained by Cllr Graham Sims 
who has been looking after this since the last 
century – you can see he has been very busy 
recently from all the fresh paintwork!  We also will 
be looking at replacing some of the play 
equipment at the rec; once again we intend to 
consult the Parish on this.   
  
We are in the middle of a survey, being shared 
with The Memorial Hall Committee, to look at the 
current potential demand for Electric Vehicle 
chargers in the village.  Those with off street 

parking may be able to make their own provision 
but there are plenty of households who would not 
be able to charge a car easily and might need a 
facility in Thorverton.  There are many 
unanswered questions that need to be resolved, 
such as where to place the charging points, the 
time taken to recoup the capital outlay, how best 
to run a system for a village as opposed to one 
for a hotel or cinema etc.  There is even the 
debate over whether other fuels like hydrogen will 
become popular.  However, we had to begin 
somewhere and we felt that asking the Parish for 
their thoughts was the best starting point.  
  
Finally, a brief update following matters raised at 
a recent meeting.  Four individuals raised their 
concerns over the handling of the affordable 
homes that are part of the current Heritage 
Homes site near Broadlands.  We are currently 
discussing this with Mid Devon and will be able to 
report back with more information soon.  I would 
like to mention two parishioners who have given 
up their time to support the PC in this matter, 
Andrew Wiles and Roger Cashmore.  I extend the 
grateful thanks of the PC to them for their recent 
efforts in helping Cllrs Stuart Crang, Jan Wills and 
Bry Uglow in a special working group.  
  
I am looking forward to the street party on 
Saturday 4th June when we will be able to raise a 
glass of something bubbly to toast Her Majesty! 
  

 A N D R E W   F O S T E R 
Thorverton Parish Council 

 

Tiverton & District Lions Club 
 

are supporting the Kerystone Project at St. 
Andrew's Church, Cullompton. The Keystone 
Project helps those with learning difficulties 
by giving them supervised gardening and 
carpentry work.  At present they are in need 
of usable tools for both these projects.  If you 
have any such tools to donate, please leave 
them on the drive at 4, Dark Lane.   Many 
thanks. 

 
Ivor Payne 

Lions Club President 

 

 
 

mailto:cgmarshall1951@gmail.com
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THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 
It was good to see so many people 

coming along to enjoy the Oscar winning 

film Belfast in the hall last month.   

 

This month’s film offer is a another real 

treat with the multi awarding winning  

WEST SIDE STORY showing on Friday 

17 June. This is the 2021 version of the 

famous musical romantic drama and 

despite there originally being some 

scepticism about remaking such a 

classic, with Steven Spielberg as director 

and co-producer it was in good hands 

and has won numerous awards and 

features music composed Leonard 

Bernstein with lyrics by Stephen 

Sondheim and of course the wonderful 

dancing. You can book online 

at thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk and click 

on TMH Cinema. 

 

The SATURDAY MARKET AND BIG 

BREAKFAST is on Saturday 11th June 

with the usual stalls, veg, food, books 

and of course a yummy breakfast, 

please come along and support your 

hall. 

 

On Friday 24 June there’s the ever 

popular TMH BINGO, the doors and bar 

open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30. 

 

Hurrah for summer, the FUN DAY & 

DOG SHOW is on Saturday 9 July in aid 

of the Memorial Hall. The Fun Day starts 

in the morning and judging for the Dog  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show begins at 2pm. Entries are in the 

ring so just turn up with your pooch and 

decide which of the 10 Classes you want 

to enter, it can be more than one and the 

cost is £1 per class per dog. With 

classes from Most Handsome 

Dog/Prettiest Bitch to Fastest Bonio 

Eater there’ll be something for almost 

every hound. 

 

Later in July TMH are proud to be 

presenting Shakespeare In The Park 

event on the TMH green when  

Exeter’s CYGNET Theatre will be 

performing their version of the romantic 

comedy “TWELFTH NIGHT’. Full details 

and booking on the TMH website. 

 

 

TMH Committee Members: 

Russ Clarke, Mike Baldwin, Mike 

Shelton, Jan Wills, Sarah Addicott, Dave 

Reygate, Jenny Reygate, Penny Wiles, 

Claire Heaven-Roberts 

 

 

 

http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  5   Vol 53 No 5 June  2022 

 

 

           

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE EXCEPTIONAL JULY EVENTS 
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Plant Sale at Fair Oak 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Plant Sale at Fair Oak. It is through your 

generosity that over £420 has been raised 
for Church Funds. 

 

Nick and Judy Bright 
 

 

THANKS  
from the Jubilee Brunch Team 

  
The Jubilee Brunch team would like to 

thank all the businesses who donated to 
our Brunch (a blackboard at the event 
displayed who donated) plus individual 

donations from those who were unable to 
attend on 1st MAY  

 
We are so pleased to announce we made a 

profit of £924 which wouldn’t have been 
possible without all those who purchased 

tickets.  
 

We have to say the weather wasn’t kind to 
us on the day but despite this everyone 
who came along thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

Thank you! 

 

THORVERTON  W I  H U T 

Raddon Road 
 

The Hut is available for hire. 
For further details contact 

Sue Maguire – 01392 860631 

 

DOREENS' PLANT SALE 
held on 7th May 

THANKS 
 

£501 was raised for The Friends of 
Wyndham House Surgery Voluntary Car 

Link-Up Service. 
 

Thanks to: Doreen, Len, Adrian and Katie 
for all their effort in making the sale such a 
success, to Peter Butler for donating plants, 
and to everyone who came along supporting 

the sale with donations and purchases.  
Thanks again! 

Roger Higman, Linki-Up coordinator 
 

Charity 1048253 

 

 
Traditional 

 

A f t e r n o o n 
T e a 

 

at 
 

Fair Oak,  
Thorverton 

 

£5 – in aid of  
Thorverton Church 

 

Sunday, 26th June 
 

from 3.30pm Raffle 
 

Nick and Judy 860356 
 

 

Welcome Café  
 

Every Monday (except Bank 
Holidays)  

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
 

Tea, coffee, cake and company.  
 

Everyone welcome.  
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Allotment for Rent 
 

The Parish Council still has one allotment plot 
(possibly more) in Thorverton village 
available for rent at a cost of £10 per year 
(plus a £25 refundable deposit).  
 

If you are interested in growing your own 
vegetables, fruit or flowers on an allotment, 
please contact the Clerk, Jim Roberts 07768 
457590 or 01392 202692, or by email to 
thorvertonpc@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Silverton Link Up  

 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham 
House Surgery  

Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery 
patients. 

 

If you have problems going to Health 
Appointments … surgery, hospital, opticians 
or dentists … Link Up may be able to help.  

Let us do the driving. 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

for SILVERTON LINK UP                  
charity no. 1034252 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham 
House Surgery patients to healthcare 

appointments. In a rural area where public 
transport can be difficult you would find it 
most rewarding providing a vital lifeline to 

vulnerable patients.                                      
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one 
journey a week or as little as one a month, 

whatever suits.You would use your own 
vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed.                  

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 

If interested and for further information 
please contact Link Up coordinator:-     

Roger Higman, 07821718672                       

   roger.higman@icloud.com 

Exeter & District Osteoporosis 

Support Group Meeting 

Wednesday June 15th 2.00 pm                
ST LEONARDS CHURCH HALL 

Topsham Road Exeter 

Entrance fee £2.50 to include tea / coffee 
biscuits 

Speaker on Alexander Technique 

Everyone welcome to this friendly group  
Email exetervolunteers@theros.org.uk    

For further information check out the  
ROYAL OSTEOPOROSIS WEB PAGE 

 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
mailto:exetervolunteers@theros.org.uk
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Queen’s Jubilee Festival Thorverton 

70 years of weddings 

Displays of flowers, outfits & photographs in the church 

Saturday 4th June 10am-4pm 

Sunday 5th June 2pm-6pm 

Strawberries, shortbread and cream in the churchyard on Sunday 

 

 
 
If you or your family live in Thoverton and were married during the Queen’s reign (anywhere, not just in 
church or in Thorverton) and still have your wedding outfit, we would love you to let us display it and/or 
photographs in the church. For more details please contact 

Jean Brown: landline 01392 861176;  mobile 07979 816033; jbrown326@btinternet.com  or Allison 
Toogood: landline 01392 860314;  mobile 07936 978779; toogood@waitrose.com 
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Gardens Open for Hospiscare, Sunday 19th June 
 

Three Thorverton gardens will be open in aid of Hospiscare on the afternoon of Sunday 19 th June. 
Hospiscare supports over 2,700 people each year and needs around £8m a year to continue to provide 
care. The Hospiscare Open Gardens booklet also gives details of a number of other gardens in Devon 
which will be open this summer. But why not start in Thorverton? 
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Exeter Forum programme – June 2022 
 

The weekly programme of Exeter Forum talks up to Wednesday 29 June is listed here.  Meetings 

take place in the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT, from 10:15am on 

Wednesday mornings, with the talks starting at 10:45am. 

 

Full descriptions of talks and speakers appear in the weekly newsletter sent to Forum members. Any 

programme changes are always updated on the Exeter Forum website.   Queries may be sent to  

carstickd@btinternet.com  in the first instance. 

 
Date Speaker Title 

Wednesday 
1 June 

No 
meeting 

Spring Bank Holiday week break 

Wednesday 
8 June 

Kalkidan 
Legesse 

Ethical Consumption and Fashion using Sanchos as a case study            

Kalkidan will tell the story of Sanchos in Fore Street, Exeter which was founded in 
2015, with the aim of making sustainable fashion accessible on the high street and 
beyond. She will explain her mission to support the growth of a fair, safe and 
equitable fashion industry around the world. Kalkidan's story and its development 
in Exeter was recently featured on BBC ONE in the documentary series 'Bossing it'. 

Wednesday 
15 June 

Brian 
Freedland 

The view from the Wings 
A slightly saucy talk about the theatre from a stage manager’s view. Brian will 
draw on his own experience from variety (Butlin’s Holiday Camps and the London 
Palladium) to the Royal Shakespeare Company, the National Theatre, Scottish 
Opera and Sadler’s Wells Ballet. 

Wednesday 
22 June 

Richard 
Parker 

Victorian Architecture in Exeter 
Exeter is often noted for its Mediaeval and Georgian buildings, but the city also has 
many examples of fine Victorian architecture. Historic Buildings Consultant Richard 
Parker will look at examples of Nineteenth Century buildings in the City, and why 
they are so important and worth celebrating.  

Wednesday 
29 June 

Mark 
Richardson 

The Exeter Food Bank and the challenges of recent months 
Mark will describe the current work of the Exeter Food Bank which is based 
alongside the Mint Methodist Church. He will look at the challenges of Covid, the 
cost-of-living crisis and other uncertainties, and how the food bank has 
responded.   

 
 

THE JURASSIC COAST WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

A talk by Chris Woodward in Brampford Speke village hall on 
Wednesday June 8th at 7.30 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. Charge £4 to include tea/coffee and biscuits.        
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Thorverton in Bloom 
 

Thorverton looked great last summer, 
with wonderful floral displays in 
several streets. Can we get it looking 
even better this summer? Perhaps 
your street could win the accolade of 
Thorverton’s Most Floral Street – an 
honour won by The Bury in 2021. 
 
Please talk with your neighbours about 
how best to make your street look 
great this summer and let us have 
Thorverton again looking at its floral 
best throughout the summer. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silverton Street Market 
 

Saturday, 6th August - 9am – 5pm  
with a 1920s theme. 

  

Stalls, lots to eat and drink, entertainment and fun for all ages.   
 

If you would like a stall go to the website https://silverton.org.uk/ and/or our social 
media channels 

(https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket) for more details.   
 

Any questions, please contact the Chair, Rich Osborne by email:  
silverton.streetmarket@gmail.co.uk 

 

https://silverton.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket
mailto:silverton.streetmarket@gmail.co.uk
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    THE LEONARD TRUST 
Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small 

grant?  
 

Since it was set up by  
F.C. (Chip) Leonard in 1972,  

the Trust has assisted many local 
organizations with their projects, as well as 
individuals with one-off expenses related to 

their medical, personal and educational 
needs.   

 

Applications for a specific purpose or 
need, where the group or individual has also 
contributed their own funding, are particularly 

favoured. 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please 
contact the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes,  
Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton. 

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01392 860535. 

 

 
 

Lucy's Larder 
 

This Thorverton village initiative, begun 
by Lucy for her Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme project, continues 

thanks to the generosity of everyone.   
 

Anonymous financial gifts can still be 
given, and food, toiletries, and cleaning 
and household products can still be left 

in the church porch boxes. 
 

Anything that is not taken by members 
of our community will be given to CHAT 

in Tiverton for their food bank. 
 

If you have any queries or suggestions 
please feel free to contact Sarah Acock  

on 01884 855079 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  
 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton  EX5 5NG    

01392 860455 
 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 
 

We offer a wide range of Post Office 

and banking services (inc. for business),  

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, 

online shopping returns, phone top-ups, 

gift cards, newspapers, magazines, 

stationery, greetings cards, local 

postcards, notelets, posting and packing 

materials, photocopying + lots more  
 

Fathers Day cards in stock soon 

 

TCT Shop 

Mon - Fri 9.00 - 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

Sat 8.00 - 12.00   Sun & BHs 9.00-10.30 

 

Post Office 

Mon - Fri 9.00 - 5.30 (closed 1.00 -2.00) 

Sat 9.00 - 12.00      Sun & BHs closed 
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Open Farm Sunday Guided Farm Walk 

 
Richard & Rachel Risdon and the 
Proper Milk team would like to 
invite you to join us for a guided 
farm walk: 
 
Sunday 12th June at 10:30 am.   
Woodrow Barton, Brampford Speke, EX5 5DZ.  
 
We will show you this year’s calves (3-4months’ old), last year’s heifers and the milking herd; explain 
how our stock graze rotationally around the pasture, how the parlour works, where the cows live in 
the winter and the silage they eat. We’ll finish by milking a row of cows on one side of the parlour for 
everyone to watch.  
 
We anticipate this taking a couple of hours. We will be walking across fields, please wear wellies or 
equivalent and be prepared for the weather of the day! 
 
We are using the Open Farm Sunday online booking system so please register your places 
via: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BPDA 
 
Free litre of our Proper Milk available to each family attending so please bring along your bottle 
to fill up.   
 

 
 
 

Thorverton Ladies Group Annual 
Summer Barbecue 

 

will be held at 6.30pm on Thursday 
16th June at Schiehallion, hosted by 

Margaret Swaffield. 
 

Please contact Sue Batty on 01392 
860140 to discuss your contribution of 

salad or dessert. Note the earlier time for 
this meeting to make the most of the light 

evening. 

 

 

 

 
 

Bradninch Millers Morris 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

will be dancing outside  

The Thorverton 

 Arms and the Exeter Inn 

from 8pm on Friday 15th July 
 
 
 

 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BPDA
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Church Services and News   
   

SERVICES & INFORMATION JUNE 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 
Sunday 5 June Trinity 1   
09:30 am Holy Communion     Thorverton                                    TC  
11:00 am Informal Service     Cadbury                                      Lay Led  
11:00 am Informal Service    Upton Pyne [with Brampford Speke]   Lay Led 
11:15 am Celebration Service    Rewe                                      Lay Led 
05:00 pm Songs of Praise    Stoke Canon                                      Lay Led  
 

Sunday 12 June Trinity 2  
11:15 am  Holy Communion    Upton Pyne                          TC 
 

Sunday 19 June Trinity 3 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke                              GC 
10:00 am Baptism Service     Thorverton         TC 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury                                          KR 
11:15 am Holy Communion      Rewe                             MSS 
05:00 pm Holy Communion       Stoke Canon                                         JH 
 

Sunday 26 June Trinity 4 St Peter’s Week 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon                 Lay Led 
11:00 am Patronal Service     Newton St Cyres                     TC 
05:00 pm St Peter’s Week Service    Brampford Speke                            TC 
 

Tuesday 28 June 
09:00 am Chattertots      Thorverton                 Lay Led 
   
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
   
  
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section 
of the homepage. 
 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking   LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister]  
   

TL Revd Tony Lane   KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter  MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 

Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org
      
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke 
Canon, Exeter, EX5 4A 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:tim.collins@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter  
 

On the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Seventy years - three score years and ten - as 
Queen. That is just such an incredible milestone. 
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor – Queen 
Elizabeth II - has been for so many people the 
absolute definition of royalty, and for so very many 
people in this country and in the Commonwealth, 
she is the only monarch we have known. The 
numbers and statistics related to her reign become 
truly mind boggling:  

• The Queen is currently the longest-lived 
and longest-reigning British monarch, 

 

• the longest-serving female head of state in 
history,  

 

• the oldest living and longest-reigning current 
monarch, 

 

• the oldest and longest-serving incumbent head 
of state. 

 

• During her reign there have been 7 
Archbishops, 7 Popes, 14 Prime Ministers and 
14 US Presidents. 

 

• She has travelled more than a million miles 
visiting countries – particularly Commonwealth 
countries – around the world.  

 

• She was the first female royal to serve in the 
military full time. 

 

• She is Head of State of 14 countries. 
 

• She has conferred over 400,000 honours 
during the last 70 years. 

 

However you view the monarchy, the Queen has 
touched the lives of millions of people around the 
world - and she wasn’t even expected to be 
Queen! It was the abdication crisis of 1936 that led 
to her father being King, and for her to be Queen 
on his death. But it is a role that she has wholly 
and determinedly embraced. On her 21st birthday 
she made this public declaration:  

I declare before you all that my whole life, whether 
it be long or short, shall be devoted to your 
service... But I shall not have the strength to carry 
out this resolution alone unless you join in it with 
me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your 
support will be unfailingly given. God help me to 
make good my vow, and God bless all of you who 
are willing to share in it. 

And it is this statement that has been the bedrock 
of the Queen’s realm – service and faith. And for 
that, Your Majesty, we give you our deepest, 
heartfelt thanks. 

Lord of our lives and Father of all, let our thanks-
giving prove itself in service to you and to our 
Queen, our country and one another, for your 
Name’s sake.     Amen.              

Revd Tim Collins 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH : 
MUSIC          ♫      ♫ 
 

Music played a big part in our April services and 
there was a very joyous celebration on Easter 
Sunday when friends and families were reunited.    
 

In May we enjoyed some two-part choir pieces for 
a change rather than four-part. This was partly 
because some members were away so numbers 
were reduced, but also because we found two 
very appropriate pieces for our Christian Aid 
service; one about joining hands to make a 
difference in the world and another about us 
being Christ’s hands, feet and body in the modern 
world.   
                                                                                                                               

On June 5th, we hope to include some music 
which was used at the royal wedding and the 
coronation. We’ll also be sharing the church with 
lots of wedding dresses etc. that day! Do come 
along. 
 

The music we sing is very varied in style, mood 
and level of difficulty and comes from many 
genres and ages. We feel it a privilege to be able 
to lead the worship in our church, to share our 
love of music and to be able to meet together to 
experience the very uplifting and supportive 
experience of singing together. How we all 
missed it during parts of 2020 and 2021……! We 
also socialise at and after our choir practices and 
church services. 
 

The church choir practises on Thursday evenings 
in the church. We meet from 7.45pm almost every 
week and you are always welcome to come to 
hear us or join in.  
 

The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere in 
this Focus edition, but those at Thorverton 
Church with the choir singing, are listed here: 
 

June 5th     Communion: Platinum Jubilee 9.30am 
 

June 19th Informal service with Baptism  
                  10.00am + instrumentalists  
 

July 3rd    Communion: 9.30am 
 

July 24th   Informal service with Baptism 
                  10.00am + instrumentalists 
 

There are services from time to time which our 
church band accompanies. If you are 
interested in being a part of that, then do get 
in touch. All ages and standards welcome! 
 

Heather Kershaw     Music Director & Organist    
Thorverton Parish Church.   01392 860419 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk   
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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INFO about  
THORVERTON COMMUNITY POST OFFICE + 
THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD  
 

• Our post office counter is run by a volunteer subpostmaster and five part-time paid staff. 
 

• Every transaction at the post office counter brings remuneration for the post office side of the 
business; some transactions give us more than others. 

 

• Thorverton Post Office counter’s overheads and its deficit in meeting staff salaries are covered 
by, and the portakabin building is owned and maintained by, Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd 
(TCT Ltd). 

 

• TCT Ltd is a ‘not-for profit company limited by guarantee’ which runs the stationers and 
newsagent business to support the post office counter. 

 

• TCT Ltd has a membership of some 200 local individuals each paying £10 per person per annum 
to help keep the business on a sound footing. There are probably over 900 residents in the local 
area giving plenty of opportunity to increase the membership. 

 

• TCT Ltd’s success so far in supporting the survival and flourishing of our post office, obviously 
depends on your custom and support. 

 

• TCT has one paid member of staff and more than twenty regular unpaid volunteers who willingly 
give their time for the local community’s benefit. 

 

• The TCT Council (elected committee) comprises six directors who oversee the business. 
 

• The TCT shop is open 364 days a year. 
 
June 1st is the start date for TCT’s financial year and the date from which we collect membership 
subscriptions for the year ahead. Please become a member or renew your membership now either by 
using the form below and bringing cash or a cheque to the Post Office, or by paying online. 
 
If you are having a newspaper delivered to your home free of charge – a service which began during 
the pandemic -  and you haven’t yet become a member, please consider doing so or make a donation. 
 
We aim to have an AGM sometime in June or July so please watch this space, local social media 
platforms and posters on noticeboards for notification of that. Current members will receive an e-mail 
or written invitation. Please come along. It won’t be as long or as boring as you might think and we 
may even give you a cup of coffee or tea! It’s the time to see the financial reports, to hear more about 
our Post Office and TCT businesses and also about Post Office Ltd generally. 
 
We are looking for younger members both to support us financially and also, more importantly, be 
involved in practical ways. None of us is getting any younger and some of us have been doing these 
things for many years! Having a Post Office is SO beneficial for all age groups in our community. 
Please spread the word to those you know and encourage them to join us in some way. Certainly we 
need to use this facility as much as we can to ensure its and the Post Office’s survival here. 
 

Please make use of the form below. 
 

With thanks 
 

Heather Kershaw    Chair and Membership Secretary     TCT Ltd    01392 860419    
heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk                           Thorverton  PO    01392 860455 
 
 
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
  

I/we ………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
  
address + postcode ……………………………………………………………………………………………  
............................................................................................................................................................... 
  
e-mail………………………………………….....................................................……..…… 
  
wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted 
subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association.    
(See PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 
 
 OR  
 
wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 
  
I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2022–5/2023 (cheques payable to 
Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 
  

TCT bank details are :                                                                                                                                             

Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd   The Cooperative Bank   

sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 
 

I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT 
Ltd and Thorverton Post Office. I understand  
that these details will not be shared with third parties. 
  
 
signature(s)……………………………………………........................................................................... 
 
Please return this form with your payment to: 
                                               
Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary    c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  
post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS    or pay online 

__________________________________________________________________

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poetry 
 

Poem from Queen Elizabeth’s 
Coronation 
 
Our Gracious Sovereign 
This Lady whom we crown was born 
When buds were green upon the thorn 
And earliest cowslips showed; 
When still unseen by mortal eye 
One cuckoo tolled his “Here am I”, 
And over little glints of sky, 
In rain-pools whence the trickles flowed, 
The small snipe clattered wing. 
The swallows were upon the road, 
Nought but the cherry-blossom snowed, 
The promise was on all fields sowed 
Of Earth’s beginning Spring. 

 
 

Now that we crown Her as our Queen 
May love keep all her pathways green, 
May sunlight bless her days; 
May the fair Spring of her beginning 
Ripen to all things worth the winning, 
The very surest of our praise 
That mortal men attempt. 
May this old land revive and be 
Again a star set in the sea, 
A Kingdom fit for such as She 
With glories yet undreamt. 

 
I have my mother’s approved souvenir 
programme of the above and thought 
Focus might like to print this poem by 
John Masefield who was the Poet 
Laureate at the time 
 

Elspeth Holmes 
 



 
 

Thorverton Millennium Green 
Trust 
 

Chairman's Report 2022  
During the past year, the Millennium Green has 
seen several changes and developments. One 
of the main improvements has been due to 
Hank Jones, Jerry Parkinson and Ed Wardle 
using the new tractor with the topper mower for 
the paths, and a flail mower for the longer grass 
and brambles. The big bramble areas and the 
hedge-trimming were initially tackled by 
outside contractors (special thanks to Barry 
Mildon). The newly reconstructed bridge has 
been much used to access the paths on the 
east side of the stream. There are plans to 
construct a Wigloo (willow - igloo) alongside the 
stream, using some of this year's prunings. We 
are hoping this can be done with the help of 
local children. 
 

The fruit trees planted in 2020 are growing well 
and we should get some edible fruit next year. 
We still have space for more tree planting, and 
it is now possible to plant a tree as a memorial. 
Please contact one of the Trustees (or phone 
John Spivey on 861324) for further information 
regarding this. 
 

This winter, the paths became extremely 
muddy. Many people have walked on the long 
grass, as requested, which has led to the paths 
becoming wider than normal, and following 
heavy rain we still have problems with mud in 
the Narrows. We are grateful for the gift of 
concrete slabs, originally the outer wall of 
Angie Hartnell-Todd's bungalow in Dinneford 
Street. We are using these to provide a mud-
free access to the far end of the Green.  
 

We hope the School and other groups will 
continue to use the Green for organised 
activities.  
 

We are planning to seed a few areas with wild 
flowers, and are hoping for volunteers to assist 
with turf removal. Also, we have constructed a 
bug hotel from the fallen branches caused by 
Storm Eunice. 
 

The Green continues to be a much-enjoyed 
resource. Unfortunately, dog poo is a continuing 
problem, particularly in the longer grass, which is 
now shorter than last year so the evidence is 
more visible. However, happily, the daffodils were 
more easily seen this Spring. Please pick up after 
your own dog but also any other dogs' deposits 
you happen to discover and be a real hero. Dog 

walkers should be aware that the neighbouring 
fields and gardens often have livestock and the 
boundary is not dog-proof.  
 

The Thorverton Millennium Green Trust is a 
charity dependent on donations for its future 
financial security; so please think of us when 
making charitable donations or drawing up a Will. 
We are very grateful for the generous 
contributions received this year. We receive 
visits, donations and appreciative comments from 
people who live in Thorverton, the local area, and 
far beyond. 
 

We have now installed commemorative plaques 
in memory of the original fund-raisers, organisers 
and developers of the Green, Dame Margaret 
Turner-Warwick (by her lime tree) and Dr. Richard 
Turner-Warwick (on the metal container). One of 
our Trustees has stepped down this year; we 
thank Becky Stannard for all her help, particularly 
with keeping the website (www.thorverton.org.uk) 
up-to-date. Nick Bright has become a new and 
enthusiastic Trustee, and Jerry Parkinson, who 
has been helping with numerous operations on 
the Green for several years, has now agreed to 
join us as a Trustee. We welcome them both.  
 

The Green continues to be maintained by our 
Trustees and volunteers.  We would welcome any 
offer of help with maintenance tasks - please 
contact any of the Trustees. Could you give an 
hour of your time to join a working party or at a 
time convenient to you? Look out for the notice at 
the Green entrance which lists the jobs that need 
attention. 

 
We welcome the continuing support and help 
from everyone who visits this much-valued 
village amenity.     
   

 
 

Trustees of the Millennium Green holding the AGM 
on the Green 

 

John Spivey, Chairman TMGT 
 

http://www.thorverton.org/
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The Sky At Night       

June 2022. June 1st /2nd. Observe the patch of sky behind the Sun, just after its setting, and the fine crescent 

Moon should just be visible. You’ll have to wait till 14 June for the full Supermoon rising from the East just as 
the Sun sets in the West! It is closer and therefore larger (to the eye) than ordinary full Moons. On the 21st 
will be the Summer Solstice, first summer day, longest daytime and the North Pole’s closest position to the 
direction of the Sun. At the same time, over two nights, around midnight, the Eastern rising Moon will be seen 
to pass two brightish ‘stars’ - the first, Jupiter, the next is Mars. By the early morning, 3 am, of 26 June, the 
Moon will be seen to rise just after the bright Venus. 

Mercury. Recorded by Assyrians as far back as the C14 BC, this poor, unfortunate planet has little going for 
it, a frazzled rock maybe? It is the closest planet to the Sun and is also the smallest in our Solar System. In 
fact it’s no larger than Saturn’s largest moon Titan (see fig.1).  

Its name comes from the Roman messenger to the gods – most likely due to the high orbiting speed of the 
planet. It is also that obscure liquid metal formerly used in old thermometers, whose moniker ‘Quicksilver’, 
says it all. The Greek version, Hermes, is consigned unaccountably to a terrestrial delivery company and an 
old cruise liner in Athens. 

This fancy heritage however, belies its mercurial nature. Capricious, inscrutable, unpredictable. Its description 
will not disappoint. Its orbit is elliptical, the most deranged of the entire solar system, much like that of a highly 
stunted comet. It moves far out, though not as far as Venus, its speed slows down to a minimum, before it 
falls back in the vice-like grip of the Sun. It swooshes past the Sun, accelerated to a high enough speed to 
avoid being sucked in. It’s been doing this for ages, millennia, aeons, at least 4 billion years in fact.  

Uniquely, three days on Mercury take two Mercury years (that’s 88 Earth days in total). It is gravitationally 
locked, but there is a plus side - fascinating phenomena for a witness on the planet’s surface. For example, 
during its year, the Sun would appear to rise to a high point in the sky, only to reverse its course and set in 
the same direction from whence it rose! 

Stand in the summer sunshine of Death Valley and feel that scorching 56 degrees or so. You are 93 million 
miles from the Sun, so take pity on Mercury which is much closer to our stellar neighbour. In fact, if you call 
Earth’s distance 1 AU (astronomical unit, as scientists do), then Mercury clocks in at 0.4 AU. Too close and 
hot indeed! Here, you can fry an egg on a hot pavement. There, you could freeze it at -170deg C in the middle 
of the night, whilst at noon (44 Earth days later) you would cook the pan as well as the egg at around 430deg 
C! The widest temperature range of all the planets. A bleak place therefore and not one that we would choose 
to visit! 

Well, the current Solar Probe satellite is planned to eventually, if fatefully, reach within 4 million miles of the 
Sun, so anything’s possible! Two prior Mercury projects have now been eclipsed by the latest project, 
BepiColombo, shared between European Space Agency and Japan. Indeed, two satellites are involved. Don’t 
be misled by the childish name, this difficult project requires 6 exacting fly-bys of Mars and Venus to slow 
down the craft sufficiently - so the final approach doesn’t miss and fall straight into the Sun’s maw. 

       Fig 1      Fig 2 
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Mercury orbits so quickly around the Sun that early civilizations believed it was actually two different ‘stars’ – 
one which appeared in the Spring morning and another which appeared in the Summer evening. Mercury is 
the smallest planet in the Solar System with a diameter of only about 5,000km and is one of only five planets 
visible to the naked eye. After the Earth, Mercury is the second densest planet and despite its small size, is 
very dense because it is composed mainly of heavy metals and rock – the main characteristic of Mars and 
Venus too. 

Amongst its strange features, it has too much atmosphere for its proximity to the Sun. Gases exist which 
could only have originally formed further out from the Sun. The intense radiation and high energy cosmic 
particles are nevertheless gradually blowing it all away. Low gravity doesn’t help - just imagine the vapour 
escaping from a boiling kettle! Actually, it’s thinner than any atmosphere produced by vacuum chambers on 
Earth! At 1,000 times less dense than that above Earth, Heathcoat’s parachutes are unlikely to work here! 
However, the solar winds are bringing in new gases, radioactive decay and dust from micrometeorites – 
replenishing it all the while. But it’s not very thick. Yet its analysis yields peculiar results and bears scrutiny. 
According to NASA (who else?), its chemical composition is odd : 40% oxygen, 30% sodium, 20% hydrogen, 
5% helium, potassium, calcium and magnesium as well as all the usual suspects, you know, carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen, etc. That’s at least four different metals!  

Somewhat larger than our Moon in real terms, it doesn’t possess its own satellite (see fig.2).  

  Why not, I hear you ask? Well, blame the Sun. It’s just too close and its huge gravity does the rest. Any 
material that could have coalesced in the early Solar disc-shaped swirls of matter (that would eventually 

construct all the planets) was either heavy enough to be absorbed by the early, central star or light enough 
to be blown away by the embryonic solar wind and Venus’ gravity. A putative, early collision which knocked 

its stuffing out probably didn’t help either! 

Surprisingly and despite the intense heating by the Sun, it seems that ice can actually exist, present deep 
inside shadowy craters at the extreme poles only. Thin gases can’t effectively trap energetic radiation during 
the ‘daytimes’- the surface heats up. Conversely, thin gases do not trap radiation emanating from the cooling 
surface during the ‘nighttimes’ - the surface cools back down again, giving ice the chance to exist!  

Mariner fly-bys confirmed three features. Firstly, a large number of impact craters have built up over time, 
Caloris Basin is the largest at a whopping 1,000 miles across! The second feature is the plains found between 
craters, presumably created from ancient lava flows. The third feature is the cliffs/scarps, which run anywhere 
from tens to thousands of kilometers in length and from one hundred meters to two kilometers in height. 
Reflected radio waves suggest the planet’s core is very much molten causing small wobbles noted during its
languorous rotatio

Anecdotally and finally, Einstein got in on the act when it came to studying Mercury’s orbit. Essentially, any 
ellipse shifts a little year by year. Scientists could only solve this enigma by postulating an inner, smaller 
planet, Vulcan! Famous astronomers raced to find this plucky orb. However, Albert stole their thunder by 
predicting fine details of this ‘precessing’ orbit from his space-time theory of General Relativity. It turns out 
that extreme gravity effects, close to the Sun, affect Mercury’s movements much more than the orbits of other 
planets. Such was the significance of the confirmatory evidence from observations that Einstein had to rest 
for three days with excitement! 

 

Peter Hargood 

 

 

https://theplanets.org/meteorites/
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Women’s Institute 
On 18th May we shared a visit with Silverton W.I. 
to the Exe Valley Farm Shop. 
Upon our arrival we were given a very interesting 

 

talk by Helen May about their two family farms, 
the ownership of which then led to their decision 
in 1990 to build a farm shop in order to sell on 
heir own and other locally grown produce. She 
described how once this was established, they 
then rented the premises out for 27 years, after 
which time various family members took over the 
development, management and running of the 
business and continue to do so today. 
After Helen’s talk, we were given a wonderful 
selection of food and drinks to taste, all locally 
produced and needless to say, very enjoyable. 
So, very many thanks to the May family for 
making us so welcome. 
 
Anne Rawlings 
 

 

Recipe  

A Royal Jubilee Trifle 

 
This trifle was inspired by a recipe from Frederic 
Nutt, a famous confectioner in Georgian England. 
It consists of three indulgent layers: sponge cake, 
custard, and whipped cream.  
 

First layer: place a mixture of sponge cakes 
spread with apricot jam and amaretti biscuits in 
a glass trifle bowl. Moisten generously with sweet  
 
white wine or sherry and leave until the wine has 
been soaked up.  
 

Second layer:  lots of warm vanilla custard (a 
spoonful of brandy may be added to this). Allow to 
cool.  
 

Third layer: lightly whipped double cream which 
has been sweetened and flavoured with a little 
finely grated lemon zest.  
 

Spoon the cream over the custard and decorate 
with roasted flaked almonds. 
  

This is good with summer fruits and berries. 
 
Paul Cleave 
Sustainable Cre 

  
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
June Update 
 
 

Our big maintenance projects over the last few 
years – extending the clubhouse, court 
resurfacing, new lighting and anti-cricket ball 
netting – have all made the club a more attractive 
place to play and belong to. We welcomed several 
new members this spring who are enjoying our 
regular club sessions, with some joining our teams 
for the summer league matches. Junior coaching 
is proving popular, with lighter evenings and 
warmer temperatures more conducive to turning 
up on a Wednesday evening. We always 
encourage new members, and anyone interested 
is welcome to come for a few trial sessions before 
making a decision. 
 

For all information about the club please see our 
website  
www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 
                                                           
Sally Baldwin  
 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Long to Reign Over Us 
 

‘Have you heard the news?’ asked the boy 
standing next to me at the bus stop.  I 
hadn’t.  ‘The King’s dead.’  That was my first 
intimation that King George VI had passed 
away at the tragically early age of 56.  I knew 
who the King was, of course. I had often seen 
him on the newsreels shown at the 
Saturday morning pictures that were a feature 
of so many children’s lives back in the 50s.  As 
for his stammer and the long struggle to 
overcome it so brilliantly depicted in the film 
The King’s Speech, I was hardly aware of it 
until Colin Firth revealed it to me and to 
millions of others in recent years.   
 
My parents and teachers had told me how 
nobly he and the Queen had led our nation 
during the war and I think that even as a child 
I was aware of how he had rallied the people 
with the invocation during his broadcast to the 
nation at Christmas 1939 of Minnie Louise 
Haskins’ ‘I said to the man who stood at the 
gate of the year: “Give me a light that I might 
tread safely into the unknown” and the 
exhortation to ‘put your hand into the Hand of 
God.  That shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way.’  It is not as well 
known as it deserves to be that it was the 13-
year-old Princess Elizabeth who handed the 
poem to her father with the suggestion that it 
might be useful. 
 
As for Princess Elizabeth, I had seen her too 
on the newsreels and in the newspapers.  I 
knew what she looked like.  Now this beautiful 
young woman was to succeed her father, 
many years earlier than anticipated, and reign 
over the nation.  Who could have dreamt that 
seventy years later she would still be there as 
our Head of State?  At about the same time as 
the Coronation I had been struck by a timeline 
on the wall of my classroom, the memory of 
which has often come back to me over the 
years. It was part of a diagram giving the 
length of the reign of many of Europe’s 
crowned heads.  This blue timeline indicated 
that Louis XIV of France had reigned for an 
astonishing 72 years and 110 days - a record 
that has never been equalled - yet!  The Sun 
King began with a huge advantage over our 
Queen.  He was only four when he ascended 

the throne, as against 25 for Elizabeth II.  All 
her loyal subjects will be willing her to cross 
the finishing line triumphantly in 2024! 
 
I watched the Coronation on television, as did 
more than half the population, some 27 million 
people.  We didn’t have a television set so I 
followed the event at my Aunty Mabel’s, 
surrounded by cousins and neighbours.  To be 
honest, it is only the general grandeur and 
solemnity of the moment that have remained 
with me rather than any detail of the 
ceremony.  The Royal Sceptre borne by Her 
Majesty is encrusted with many priceless 
diamonds yet during the service the Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland advanced and 
presented the Queen with what he described 
as ‘the most valuable thing that this world 
affords.’  It was a copy of the Bible. 
 
This was a reminder of the essentially religious 
nature of the whole proceedings.  This was not 
mere pageantry.  It was not so much a 
crowning as an anointing.  The Queen's 
Christian faith, though unobtrusive, is real and 
deep.  In 2002 she said: ‘I draw strength from 
the message of hope in the Christian 
gospel.’  In her Christmas broadcasts to the 
nation she invariably makes a reference to her 
personal faith, as in 2014: ‘For me, the life of 
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, whose birth 
we celebrate today, is an inspiration and an 
anchor in my life.’ 
 
The Queen’s faith is not incompatible with a 
robust sense of humour.  I don’t think she was 
offended by the following dialogue, which took 
place after a Royal Variety Performance when 
the stars of the show were being introduced to 
her.  When his turn came, comedian Tommy 
Cooper impertinently asked her if she would 
mind answering a personal question:  
 
‘No,’ the Queen replies.  ‘But I might not be 
able to give you a full answer.’ 
‘Do you like football?’ asks Cooper. 
‘Well, not really,’ replies the Queen. 
‘In that case, do you mind if I have your Cup 
Final tickets?’ 
 
Of course, we all witnessed the ultimate in 
royal humour during the London Olympics.  As 
Daniel Craig   advanced towards the monarch, 

http://like.now/
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seated at her writing desk with her back to the 
camera, I immediately said to my wife, 
‘Obviously that’s a double.  The Queen just 
doesn’t do that sort of thing.’  But when she 
turned round with a courtly, ‘Good evening, Mr 
Bond,’ rose and preceded 007 along the 
corridor, scattering corgis before her, there 
was no doubt that it was Queen Elizabeth II 
herself, lending her immeasurable prestige to 
our wonderful Olympics.  Of course, the exit 
from the helicopter WAS played by a 
double.  What an extraordinary scoop for the 
games. 
 
Street parties heralded the Coronation in 
1953, as they will the Platinum Jubilee in a few 
weeks’ time.  Thorvertonians will of course join 
wholeheartedly in the celebrations.  It’s going 
to be quite a party. 
 
(Some of the information in the article above is 
taken from ‘The Servant Queen’ published by 
Bible Society (of which Her Majesty is the 
Patron) HOPE  and The Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity as a tribute to the 
Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016.) 
 

Maurice Harrison 
 

THORVERTON  MATCH REPORTS 
 

Thorverton 1st 1 Lapford 4 
 
In the heavyweight clash at the top of the 
Premier division, Lapford played to their 
strengths; being a very organised side who 
play direct football and work tirelessly to upset 
the rhythm of their opponents. Man for man 
they were a little better than us all over, albeit 
the score line was aided by two cracking goals 
by the winners of the Prem (having guaranteed 
league victory by beating us today). We made 
the mistake of battling hard but then, unable to 
play our normal passing game, we were 
caught matching their tactics, when they are 
better exponents of that way of playing. All in 
all we end the season in 2nd place, waiting to 
hear if we have been accepted into the Devon 
Football League. 
Congratulations to Lapford and their 
management group - deserved winners of the 
league. 
 

Kenn Valley 1 Thorverton 2nds 3 
 

In the Football Express Cup semi-final, the 
reserves caused an upset beating a team from 
the division above to seal a berth in the final. 
We started well, with strikers James Vanstone 
and Will Hawkins causing their defenders 
problems with their physicality. 
Kenn Valley failed to deal with a clearance 
allowing Vanstone to use his pace and 
strength to bustle into the box and to calmly 
slot home. N Pointing performed the CDM role 
with aplomb, ably supported by Carbines and 
Harlow just in front of him. Our wide players 
Ridewood and Bastyan had to sacrifice their 
attacking instincts to deal with the threat out 
wide, which is where the opponents were most 
threatening. Despite the defensive work, 
Bastyan managed to surge into the box and to 
pull back a ball for Hawkins to side foot into the 
net. As they committed more frantically to 
attack, we again picked them off on the 
counter attack with a composed finish by 
Harlow. 
The subs, Mills, Stoneman and B Land all 
came on and did what was needed for the 
team, showing a good team spirit. 
A close game, but one in which our clinical 
finishing and composed shape allowed us to 
march into the final. 
 

Thorverton 2nds 6 Beacon Knights 1 
 
On a nice sunny day, the seconds played their 
last league game and convincingly beat their 
opponents, securing a 2nd place finish in 
division 7 of the Devon & Exeter Football 
League. This 2nd place finish guarantees 
promotion and is a deserved reward for the 
work of the management team, Joshua 
Kallaway and Alan Whitfield. The pick of the 
goals was from Bailey Carbines who struck 
one from distance, returning a poor clearance 
from their keeper with interest. Bailey also 
scored a second. Darren Osmond had a 
brace, Will Hawkins scored from a good team 
move and Cameron Bastyan showed good 
trickery to score his goal. The Man of the 
Match was Tobes Jefferson who purred 
through the game not once getting caught in a 
poor defensive position. 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  27   Vol 53 No 5 June  2022 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

I have written on previous occasions regarding the 
doctrine of vicarious liability which imposes liability 
on one party for the wrongful acts of another. The 
principle is most commonly applied to the liability 
of an employer for the torts of their employee. 
 

There are three requirements for the existence of 
this kind of liability: 
 

1. a tort has been committed; 
 

2. by an employee, so there must be an 
employer-employee relationship, or, as a 
result of recent developments in this area, a 
relationship “akin to employment”; and 

 

3. the person who committed the tort was 
acting in the course of their employment or 
was involved in an activity closely connected 
with their role in the organisation. 

 

In the case of Hughes -v- Rattan [2022] 
(judgment February 4th 2022), the Court of Appeal 
was asked to decide whether a dentist was 
vicariously liable for the acts or omissions of 
dentists at his practice who had signed associate 
agreements. The issue turned on whether the 
relationship between the dentist and the associate 
dentists could properly be regarded as akin to 
employment. 
 

At first instance, Heather Williams QC sitting as a 
deputy High Court judge regarded the crucial 
question as being the one asked by the Supreme 
Court in Cox -v- Ministry of Justice [2016], 
namely whether the alleged tortfeasor “carries on 
the activities as an integral part of the business 
activities carried on by the defendant and for its 
benefit (rather than his activities being entirely 
attributable to the conduct of a recognisably 
independent business of his own or a third party)”. 
Applying this test, the judge found that the 
relationship was sufficient akin to employment for 
the purposes of imposing vicarious liability. 
 

The defendant, Rajendra Rattan, appealed to the 
Court of Appeal; Lord Justice Bean, delivering the 
judgment of the Court, said that the critical 
question, following the Supreme Court judgment in 
Various Claimants -v- Barclays Bank plc [2020] 
was whether the alleged tortfeasor’s relationship 
with the defendant could properly be described as 
being “akin” (or “analogous”) to employment, with 
the focus being on the contractual arrangements 
between tortfeasor and defendant. When applied 
to the present case, the test for vicarious liability 
was not met. Most significantly the associate 
dentists were free to work at the practice for as 

many hours as they wished; and they were also 
free to work for other practice owners and business 
and some in fact did so. 
 

The appeal by Rajendra Rattan was also against 
the judge’s finding that the defendant was under a 
non-delegable duty of care to the claimant in 
respect of the treatment she received at his 
practice. This ground of appeal was dismissed. 
When speaking of the patient Lord Justice Bean 
said, “She was a patient of his practice, not just in 
layman’s language but as a matter of law.” 
 

The personal dental plan signed by the claimant 
named the defendant as the provider of the 
treatment and stated that: “the dentist named on 
this form is providing you with a course of 
treatment”. No other dentist was named on the 
form and there was no section of the form in which 
anyone other than the provider could be identified. 
Nothing was said about whether the whole course 
of treatment would be provided by one individual, 
nor whether he or she would be an employee of 
the practice or an independent contractor. 
 

Once it had been decided that the defendant was 
liable for any negligent acts or omissions of the 
associate dentists in treating the claimant by 
reason of a non-delegable duty of care, it was 
strictly unnecessary for the court to consider the 
issue of vicarious liability but, as the appeal was in 
the nature of a test case, the court had been asked 
to deal with both issues. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Friends of Wyndham House 
Surgery 

 
Wellbeing Co-ordinator Update May 2022 
 
Life is getting more active again following the long 
pandemic interval. Most of the people I see have 
had their 4th vaccination and when people do 
catch the virus, they usually have very mild 
symptoms. Please contact me for more information 
about any of the activities below. 
 
Balance Classes Help to prevent falls by 
improving strength, flexibility and co ordination and 
by developing strategies for safer mobility. 
Margaret Clough, who has trained using the Otago 
methods, runs the classes helped by very 
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experienced volunteers. We will be finishing the 
current course at the end of June in order to have 
a summer break. The classes are free of charge. 
There are still vacancies for the September 
classes. If you would like more information or to 
join our waiting list, please let me know. The 
participants have all felt that they have benefitted 
and enjoyed them. 
 
Ladies and Mens over 60s Fitness Classes are 
running in the Millennium Hall on Monday 
mornings for one hour from 10.30 - 11.30. It is a 
mixed group now for Men and Women who are 
Actively Retired.  Cost £4 per session.   Classes 
will run on the following dates: June 6th, 13th, 20th 
and 27th.   There will be a well-earned summer 
break and we re-start on Monday September 27th, 
after which the classes are weekly at the above 
time.  Everyone is welcome to come along and join 
us for an enjoyable and beneficial work-out. 
For more information and dates phone Margaret 
on:- 01392 860971 or  
email :- margaret.mcassoc@btconnect.com 
 
Tai Chi sessions are held in the Millennium Hall on 
Friday mornings during school term times, at 
10.30am. The cost is £4 per session. Tai Chi is an 
excellent gentle exercise for people who want to 
improve their balance and co ordination. It can be 
done seated or standing and is conducted by Bill 
Croome who is very experienced. For more 
information and dates please phone Bill on:- 01392 
861264 or email:- bcroome@eclipse.co.uk 
 
Walk & Talk has resumed. The short walks on 
Wednesday meet outside the Millennium Hall at 
10.15am followed with coffee at the Lamb Inn. The 
longer walks are currently four times a month on 
Tuesdays. Because of Covid -19 restrictions, new 
walkers will need to register with Cliff Jones who is 
one of the walk leaders. Cliff will give you more 
details about the walks and the current 
programme.  
Phone :- 07484 649539  
email:- gcliffjones@hotmail.com 
 
Silverton Film Club has reopened, making an 
enjoyable afternoon out with a popular film and 
delicious interval - tea and cake made by Sue 
Webb. The films are held in the Millennium Hall, 
which has been redecorated and has acoustic 
panels which have really improved the sound 
quality. The Club is on the third Wednesday of the 
month and the films are advertised in the hall on 
the outside door or in Flixx Hairdressers. The Film 
Club is free of charge and open to anyone but the 
tea and cake is £2.50. There will be no film in 
August. 

Do come along - we are open to everyone and we 
try to get films with subtitles. 
 
Carers and Ex Carers Lunches have been 
enjoyed for several months at the Ruby Red Café 
at Exe Valley Farm Shop. We meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 12.30pm and everyone 
pays for their own meal. It is good to get away from 
a caring role for a short break and chat to others 
who are in the same situation. Transport can be 
arranged and some help to pay to provide care 
while you are away may be available. I also have 
a list of local care providers, if any extra care is 
required. Do contact me if you would like to join the 
group 
 
The Silverton Memory Café meets every 
Thursday between 2 & 4 pm in our new venue The 
Millennium Hall Silverton, where there is lots of 
parking and easy access for less able people. The 
café provides a weekly meeting place for people 
from Silverton and the surrounding villages who 
have concerns about their memory. They are 
welcome to attend along with their partners or 
carers. The Café offers support and opportunities 
to stimulate memory through social interaction, 
reminiscences, games, quizzes, puzzles, singing 
and other activities. Our visitors and volunteers 
have a great deal of fun, chatter and laughter. The 
Café is free and it is renowned for its delicious teas 
and home made cakes. Do come along, you would 
be made very welcome. 
 
Please contact me for more information or for 
regular updates, please visit our website. 
www.silvertonmemorycafe.weebly.com 
 
As you see, there are lots of activities to join in with 
and opportunities to meet people and make new 
friends. If you are unable to go out and would like 
someone to visit or telephone you from time to 
time, or if you would like to become a volunteer for 
any of the above, please do get in touch. 
 

Well Being Co ordinator Trish Jones 
Mobile telephone:- 0748 437 7298  

Email address:- silverwellbeing@gmail.com 
 
Registered Address: Wyndham House Surgery, 
Silverton, Exeter EX5 4HZ Tel: 01392 860034 Fax: 
01392 861165 
Charity No: 1048253 Together, we can make it 
better 
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Nature Notes 

In this edition I’ve started writing a new section 
on a hedge. My aim is to observe the changes 
in the hedge and record what I find in and on 
it. I’ve news of some wildlife from readers and 
I turn to the sea in A to Z. 

Local resident Jim Hamilton emailed me to say 
he found a freshly emerged lime hawkmoth on 
the pavement in Parliament Square, Crediton 
on 23rd April which is quite an early record. 
Here is Jim’s moth.  

 

 

My sister is a very keen Instagrammer and by 
coincidence, a moth enthusiast whom she 
follows who lives just across the border in 
Wales also light trapped a lime hawkmoth and 
found it the same morning. Looking at my own 
records, the earliest I have trapped one is 10th 

May. I wonder what conditions encouraged 
them to emerge early from their underground 
pupal chamber? A poplar hawkmoth is my 
usual first moth of the year of the hawkmoth 
family and indeed I had one on 6th May.  

I’ve had several comments from locals about 
green woodpeckers recently visiting their 
gardens. There certainly is a lot of green 
woodpecker vocal activity going on. We must 
have several pairs of green woodpecker 
around the village. In the UK the conservation 
level of this bird is green so it is doing well and 
its population has increased since the 1970s. 
The green woodpecker rarely drums and it if 
does you probably wouldn’t recognise what it 
was as the sound is quiet, completely the 

opposite of the great spotted woodpecker. It 
nests in holes in trees and will chip away to 
improve the nest space. Its main diet is ants 
and occasionally other invertebrates so 
spends a great deal of time on the ground. 
Even through snow it will probe down with its 
bill to find ants. A green woodpecker will keep 
its own territory for life and knows where to find 
its supply of ants within its territory.  

On Saturday 14th May I was out to my moth 
trap at 5.30am to record my catch. It was chilly 
and white mist was covering the meadows. I 
only had 10 moths (plus three May bugs) due 
to the overnight cold. At 5.50am a cuckoo 
started calling as clear as a bell in the still air, 
very unusual these days around here and the 
first one I’ve heard from home since 2007. 

On 19th May I went with my sister to her father 
in law’s farm at Holcombe Burnell, a magical 
place for wildlife. We were looking for 
butterflies and day flying moths but the most 
exciting find was Adder’s tongue. The field it is 
in is bothered by bracken and is burnt off and 
has revealed a large patch of this rare plant. 

When I am out for a walk I gaze all around me 
including a close look at the hedgerows. There 
is a particular piece of hedge I love to 
investigate. It is neat, about 50 yards long 
between two field gateways. This lane-side 
hedge gets the afternoon sun and does not 
have a corresponding ditch so the plants at its 
base and verge do not include those plants 
that prefer wet roots. The trees, shrubs and 
other plants that make up this hedge are 
blackthorn, bramble, honeysuckle, ivy, holly, 
spindle, oak, hawthorn, ash, dog-rose and 
hazel, typical but not inclusive of a Devon 
hedge. As well as some of those mentioned 
above, its verge contains greater stitchwort, 
cow parsley, stinging nettle, buttercup, 
cleavers, silverweed, dandelion, creeping 
thistle, hogweed, dock, crosswort, shining 
crane’s-bill, herb Robert and various grasses. 
I had just started to write down the list of the 
verge plants starting at the first gateway when 
my eye was drawn to a caterpillar on a blade 
of cock’s-foot grass, a drinker moth larva - see 
my picture. 
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I was rewarded on my second walk to the 
hedge on 5th May when I found the larva still 
on the clump of grass. I turned to investigate 
the verge on the other side of the gateway and 
was surprised to see the biggest common 
lizard I’ve ever encountered, a beautiful 
specimen. I wobbled as I bent down to 
photograph it and off it went into the herbage. 

A to Z Undulate Ray  

I happened to mention to my husband about 
the lack of wildlife with a common name 
beginning with U and he said “what about 
undulate ray” and quite right because this fish 
lives in the sea off our Devon shores. It is in 
fact a species of skate and is also known as 
undulate skate. The difference between ray 
and skate is rays have long tails and skates 
have short tails with small fins. Undulate rays 
live on soft seabed’s of sand, fine gravel or 
mud where they bury themselves into the 
sediment. Each undulate ray has its own 
unique dorsal wavy pattern which helps it 
camouflage on the seabed. It feeds on 
crustaceans, some species of fish, squid, 
invertebrates and other small marine 
creatures. Shore fishermen occasionally catch 
this fish and put it back alive into the sea - it is 
an endangered species.  

The egg-case of skate, ray and dogfish is 
called a mermaid’s purse. Skate and ray egg-
cases are laid in sediment. Dogfish attach their 
egg-cases to seaweed by tendrils from the 
egg-case. Empty egg-cases of skate and ray 

are washed up on the strand line and those of 
dogfish may be found in clumps of washed up 
seaweed. Mermaid’s purses may be found 
particularly after a storm. 

The Shark Trust would like you to report 
findings of mermaid’s purses. Looking out for 
mermaid’s purses will be a fun thing to do 
during trips to the beach. If you are a regular 
reader of ‘Nature Notes’ you will know I love to 
search the strand line for treasure, and 
mermaid’s purses are definitely a treasure find 
for me. You will need to take the dried out 
mermaid’s purse home and soak it in water to 
bring it back to its original size and shape in 
order to identify which species it is from. Here 
is where you will find the full details you need 
to do this – Go to The Shark Trust website, 
click on the picture of the young lady holding a 
mermaid’s purse. Scroll down and click on 
‘Become a Citizen Scientist’, click on ‘Great 
Eggcase Hunt’. Right at the bottom under 
related links click on identify your eggcase(s).  

 
  Jenny Garne. 
01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

 

SFH Supporters Club 

Family Fun Day 

Saturday July 30th 

Chamberlains Farm 

Brampford Speke 

EX5 5DR 

By kind permission  

of the Luxton Family 

Dog Show 12pm 

Duck Race 4pm 

Hound Racing 5pm 

For schedule and more details 

contact Gaynor on 07515009175 

        

  

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Joy of a Welsh University 
 

University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, (now 
Aberystwyth University), chosen partly because of 
family living there, accepted me to study Physics 
and Maths in October 1959, despite my having 
only three O levels. The University building, 
converted from a bankrupt 1870s railway hotel, 
was a splendid building right on the promenade 
near the pier. The view out of the Physics lab 
window was just...the sea. There were a total of 
1500 students and only 10 of us in our year took 
Hons Physics. (small is beautiful). The town had a 
population of only 10,000 so it was very much a 
university town with student digs scattered around 
the bay and back up into the surrounding hills. 
Scenically, this must be just about the best 
university in UK. Another of the many advantages 
of Aber was its distance from the homes of most 
students so the weekend social scene was very 
active due to almost all remaining in the town.  
 

 
 

Freshers' weekend involved making new friends, 
signing up to the various clubs and societies 
enthusiastically recommended by the 2nd and 3rd 
year students, Mountaineering, Exploration, 
Gilbert & Sullivan*, and the Choral Societies were 
top of my list. Research into the offerings of the 30 
or so pubs around the time occupied many 
evenings. The Mountaineering Club had managed 
to gain a significant grant from the Student Union, 
which meant we could hire a bus to take us to the 
mountains in Snowdonia and the cliffs at Tremadoc 
on many weekends each term. The sea wall and 
the slate slabs of Constitution Hill gave us practice 
for climbing techniques. Easter 1960 I joined a 
Mountaineering Club camp in Wasdale, climbing 
on the Napes Ridge on Great Gable and exploring 
over Borrowdale. 
 
My father's sister, Mary ran a hat shop (Marie the 
Milliner) on Pier Street. My Grandfather owned a 
house on the hill overlooking the harbour, and his 
retired sister Annie, who had previously been 
house-keeper to the Librarian at the Stratford 
Shakespeare Theatre, had a flat overlooking the 
sea at the south end of the prom. However I only 

really spent much time with them when my parents 
were in town.  
 
Student life took over. Nine o'clock lectures in the 
ranked seats of the science theatre watching the 
demonstrations on the big front bench, taking long-
hand notes on an A4 students pad … often 
followed by a game of snooker in the local Liberal 
Club. Unlike the students in Arts, we scientists had 
lab sessions most afternoons where Dai Roberts 
(my partner in discovery) would attempt to get the 
expected results from the well-organised 
apparatus in the lab overlooking the sea. We were 
the last year-group to use this lab before the new 
building, with its iconic concave front, was built up 
on the Penglais Estate in 1962. 
 

My first digs (with 10 other students) was a 
traditional stone-built welsh house one street back 
from the prom. After 2 or 3 weeks Neil and I 
decided we'd had enough of the poor food and the 
miserable attitude of Mrs Evans, so we moved to a 
semi-detached modern house, owned by a young 
married couple, a mile out of town up the River 
Rheidol. The food was much better and we 
certainly had plenty of exercise walking to and from 
the University. 
 

 
 

For the second and third years I was accepted in 
the hall of residence, Pantycelyn (where Prince 
Charles stayed when he learned Welsh), on the hill 
behind the town, next to the National Library of 
Wales (which along with the British Museum and 
Bodlean in Oxford had copies of all UK published  
books). Meals were in the large dining hall and 
although it was a male only hall, we were allowed 
female visitors on Sunday afternoons. I had a room 
on the top floor facing west with a superb view 
across town to the sea. The sun set centre stage. 
It was possible to climb out of the 
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window to gain access to a stone-edged 'balcony' 
along with my immediate neighbours who were 
also members of the Mountaineering club ...and 
we have kept in touch over the years with many 
reunions in North Wales, Skye, the Cairngorms 
and a memorable meeting for 25 of us at Mt Cook 
in New Zealand in 2003. These 'mountaineers' 
have scattered across the globe which has given 
me opportunities for interesting visits during 
overseas holidays; France, Kenya, Australia, New 
Zealand, Ontario, Vancouver Island. 
 

The highlight of my 2nd year was the UCW Lyngen 
Expedition to Arctic Norway. This involved much 
preparation including writing letters for 
sponsorship and products from British companies. 
Our highest value successes were from Players 
with tobacco and cigarettes, which we used as 
barter for food in Norway, Tetrapac who gave us a 
crate of orange juice in the original tetrahedral 
packs, and Tate & Lyle with more sugar than we 
could have used in 2 years. Ten of us travelled by 
ferry to Bergen, Hurtigruten ship onward through 
the Lofoten Islands to Tromso, then a hired bus for 
us and all our crates and tents to a valley on the 
east of Lyngen Fjord. We camped for 3 weeks high 
on the plateau by the Finish border. Three of us (all 
called John) climbed the mountains in the area and 
then accepted a lift from the Norwegian Army in 
armoured cars to travel round the south of the fjord 
to the Lyngen peninsular. Here we climbed the 
glaciers to five much higher mountains, including 
Jiekkevarre, the highest mountain in Arctic 
Norway. After 5 weeks of continuous daylight and 
the misery of the world's largest mosquitoes, we 
hitch-hiked home (see my previous account in the 
Joy of Hitch-hiking). 
 

After graduation I stayed on for a 4th year to be 
trained as a physics teacher, with teaching 
practices in Llandysul and Builth Wells. 
Fortunately, I now owned a car (a 1937 Morris 8), 
so I was able to travel conveniently across the back 
lanes of rural Wales. During this year I shared a flat 
close to the funicular railway which takes you to the 
top of Constitution Hill at the north end of the prom. 
We now had to cook our own meals and, perhaps 
fortunately, I cannot remember any menus we 
endured. The Llandysul Grammar School was  
 

 
VERY Welsh ... in fact I was the only person in the 
school who didn't speak the language. The 
morning assembly was difficult to follow, but 
fortunately physics was taught in English. I drove 
there along snowbound roads in the record-
breaking snowstorms of 1962-63, when the 
harbour in Aber had floating icebergs (no 
exaggeration). 
 

One of my housemates was in the University 
Sailing Club and on a 14ft yacht out in Cardigan 
bay I remember (with joy!) my first view of dolphins 
playing alongside in our small bow-wave.  The full 
width of Aberystwyth from Constitution Hill to the 
Wellington Memorial to the south of the harbour 
(where the two rivers, Rheidol and Ystwyth met in 
a communal estuary – hence the town's Welsh 
name Mouth of the Ystwyth) made a scenic 
backdrop. 
 
About 2 months after starting my teaching lectures, 
the Prof Beynon, Physics, asked if I would like the 
opportunity to take up a research position in Halley 
Bay, Antarctica. I asked how long I would be there. 
The answer...THREE years ... without a break ... 
doing research on the ionosphere, followed by a 
year in Edinburgh writing up the results for an 
M.Sc. I thought it over, but decided 3 years was too 
long to be away from civilisation, and turned down 
the offer. JW, one of my fellow hons physics 
colleagues, did take up the offer and he returned 3 
years later to find that his girlfriend had married 
someone else. During his time there, a tragic fatal 
accident occurred when a snowcat fell into a deep 
crevasse. 
 

Later that year we had a meeting with an official 
from the UK Overseas Aid Department, who were 
recruiting teachers to go out to East Africa to teach 
in boarding schools. The pay was almost twice 
what I would have received teaching in England ... 
to accept was a no-brainer. So, in Sept 1963 ... 
next stop was Kangaru School in Embu, 80 miles 
NE of Nairobi, on the lower slopes of Mt Kenya. 
 

*Coincidentally the two G&S operas, performed on 
successive years, in which I was a member of the 
chorus, were the same as at School (Gondoliers 
and HMS Pinafore). 
 

John Spivey  
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History Society 

Devon's Lost Industries 

A Talk for the Thorverton History Society by 
Felicity Goodall .  

On Friday the 22nd April we finally met again in 
the Memorial Hall for the treat of a diverse and 
interesting talk by the broadcaster and writer, 
Felicity Goodall, based on her publication ‘Lost 
Devon’.  It was exactly what we needed after so 
long a break from face to face contact, with 
audience participation, a lively and engaging 
speaker and a good turnout of returning members 
and new guests. 
 
Felicity talked to us on several ‘lost’ significant 
artefacts and industry with her extensive local 
knowledge and additional literacy connections, to 
expand our local knowledge. 
 
Her first subject was the lost library of Bishop 
Leofric, who left Crediton to become the first 
Bishop of Exeter in 1050…with him he brought his 
library, a rare and valuable set of some sixty-six 
books, which in an age before the printing press 
were entirely copied by hand.  Today only nine 
survive; ‘The Exeter Book’, a great treasure and 
still residing in Exeter, being possibly the oldest 
and best preserved example of Anglo Saxon 
poetry in the Old English vernacular, which may 
have survived by default by being simply useful to 
the scribes!  Another Exeter alma mater, Thomas 
Bodleian, who founded the great Oxford library, 
may also have been guilty of failing to return his 
library books and whisking some away, whilst 
sadly, the Civil War and bombing in WW2 is 

thought to have lost the other manuscripts to us for 
ever. 
 
After a brief diversion on the merits and importance 
of warrens and rabbits to the local economy.  Who 
knew Devon held such importance especially to 
the Normans who brought black, silver and grey 
rabbits to these shores and ensured that we 
retained this heritage in local place names and in 
the pillow mounded landscape on Dartmoor? 
 
We found out that the town of ‘Westward Ho!’ on 
the North Devon coast, was born out of the novel 
by Charles Kingsley (first published 1855).  Visitors 
travelled to the area attracted by the patriotic 
theme and the descriptions of the 
landscape.  Local entrepreneurs soon capitalised 
on the tourist boom.  One such was a retired naval 
officer, a George Molesworth, who built villas in 
Westward Ho! He benefited from the founding of 
the United Services College in 1878 when he 
offered twelve terraced villas, now known as 
Kipling Terrace to the Duke of Cambridge so that 
sons of serving military officers could be provided 
with an inexpensive education to achieve the 
notoriously difficult Army Entrance Examination.  It 
later fostered the talent of Rudyard Kipling who 
recorded his experiences in “Stalky and Co’ and 
the buildings were eventually saved by another 
literary giant, Sir John Betjeman. 
 
Finally, Felicity touched upon the lost importance 
of the Devonian copper industry and its 
significance, particularly west of Tavistock at 
Morwellham Quay and in the Devon Great Consuls 
mine (once the richest copper mine in 
Europe).  Vast fortunes were made for its investors 
and Anthony Trollope in 1858 described it in his 
novel ‘The Three Clerks’.  We saw photographs of 
the magnitude of the trade and volume of 
shipments leaving the Tamar for South Wales as a 
result of the significant growth in demand for 
copper for wiring in the new telegraph systems and 
the copper coating of timber ships, such as the 
Foudroyant, once the flagship of Nelson. 
 
It was interesting to enjoy the breadth of our 
speaker’s knowledge, her literary links and to be 
given the context of contemporary world events so 
as to realise how chance, circumstance and 
practice in our county can result in significant 
changes to both cultural and physical 
landscapes.  It resulted in a such an interesting 
and varied talk.  Our next talk on the Neolithic 
history of Thorverton also promises to be 
fascinating! 
 

Recorded by K A Marshall 
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Shakespeare for students 
 

 
 

 

KING LEAR (Part 2) 
 
Another father falls victim to his own lack of 
judgement. Lear’s friend, the old earl of Gloucester 
has two sons. The illegitimate Edmund casts a 
covetous eye on his father’s lands, but cannot 
inherit them as long as the legitimate son, Edgar is 
alive. So he forges his brother’s handwriting on a 
paper plotting against their father’s life. Gloucester, 
who loves Edmund dearly, believes it. 
 
Nothing in the play is more skilful than the parallel 
of Lear and Gloucester. The two catastrophes look 
alike.  Gloucester banishes his one good son, 
Edgar, as Lear banishes his one good daughter, 
Cordelia, and both fathers suffer and die through a 
mistaken trust in their remaining offspring. 
 
Lear’s first visit is to his eldest daughter.  Goneril, 
harsh and impatient, can’t stand the fact that her 
father behaves as if he were still king. 
 
    Idle old man, 
   That still would manage those authorities 
   That he hath given away!  
    Now, by my life, Old fools are babes again. 
 
Lear returns from hunting, and in his daughter’s 
absence orders his dinner with all the assurance of 
a man accustomed to instant obedience. While 
Lear waits for it he acquires a new servant, the 
banished earl of Kent, who returns in disguise to 
wait on his beloved master. He shows his worth by 
tripping up Goneril’s insolent steward, calling him 
a “base football player,” and Lear is delighted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The king tolerates the affectionate fooling of his 
own jester, who can tell him truths he will listen to 
from no one else. 
 

       LEAR. Dost thou call me fool, boy? 
       FOOL. All other titles thou hast given  
                away; that thou wast born with. 
 

Goneril enters to lecture her father on his 
behaviour. She wishes him to reduce his 
household to 50 knights. Lear’s fool guesses her 
purpose. She wants to “make an obedient father” 
of him. Lear, old, magnificent and the least 
obedient father imaginable flies into one of his 
sudden rages. 
 

      Darkness and devils!  
      Saddle my horses, call my train together. 
      Degenerate bastard, I’ll not trouble thee;  
      Yet have I left a daughter. 
 
Regan will surely take him in. Lear storms off with 
his followers, leaving Goneril to point out to her 
husband, the duke of Albany, how rational and 
above reproach her own behaviour has been. Lear 
also tries to behave rationally, but with little 
success. “O let me not be mad, not mad, sweet 
heaven; I would not be mad. Keep me in temper; I 
would not be mad.” He sends his servant, the 
disguised Kent, ahead with a letter to Regan and 
her husband, the duke of Cornwall, and at the 
same time Goneril sends her steward with a letter 
to Regan. 
 
The disguised Kent arrives at the castle at the 
same time as Goneril’s steward and promptly 
recognises him as the same man he tripped up at 
Goneril’s palace. He attacks him again and is put 
in stocks by Regan and her husband. Gloucester 
protests that Lear’s messenger should not be 
treated in this way, but Kent is philosophical. 
“Some time I’ll sleep out, the rest I’ll whistle.” 
 
The Duke and Duchess of Cornwall finally consent 
to see Lear, and he starts to explain to his “beloved 
Regan” how badly he has been treated by her 
sister. Regan replies coldly that she is sure that her 
sister behaved correctly and she adds that Lear is 
an old man who should let himself be guided by 
others. She suggests that her father should 
apologise to Goneril, and Lear inquires bitterly if 
this is the speech he should deliver. 
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  Dear daughter, I confess that I am old; 
      Age is unnecessary; on my knees I beg 
      That you’ll vouchsafe mean raiment, bed    
       and food. 
 
He is still not sure Regan will be kind to him, 
and even when Goneril arrives and Regan 
takes her part against him, he struggles to be 
patient. 
 
      I can be patient, I can stay with Regan,  
      I and my hundred knights.  
 
Regan is sure he does not need 100 knights; 
25 should be sufficient. In fact, it is doubtful that 
he really needs any attendants at all. Lear is 
furious. 
 
      You think I’ll weep, 
      No, I will not weep. I have full cause of  
       weeping,  
      But this heart shall break .. 
      Or ere I’ll weep. O fool, I shall go mad. 
 
The king and his fool go into the stormy night, 
leaving Goneril and Regan to justify their 
conduct to one another. It is a night of wind and 
darkness and rain. King Lear rages through it. 
The storm within him more violent than the 
storm without, he shouts back at the tempest: 
 
      Blow winds and crack your cheeks! Rage!  
      Blow! 
      You cataracts and hurricanes, spout 
      Till you have drenched our steeples,  
       drowned the cocks!  
      You sulphurous and thought- executing  
       fires, 
      Vaunt couriers to oak-cleaving  
       thunderbolts, 
      Singe my white head.... 
 
The faithful fool breaks in on Lear’s violent and 
magnificent poetry. “Good uncle, in, and ask 
thy daughters’ blessing; here’s a night pities 
neither wise man nor fool.” The king pays no 
attention to him. He is obsessed by his own 
agony and he shouts back at the storm with a 
thunder to match its own. 
 

      Rumble thy bellyful! Spit! fire! spout!  
       rain! 
      Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire are my  
       daughters: 
      I tax not you, you elements, with  
       unkindness, 
      I never gave you kingdom, called you  
       children ... 
 
Kent finds his master raging through the night 
and tries to persuade him to take refuge in a 
little hut where he can keep warm in the straw. 
Lear hears him pleading, and it penetrates his 
mind that his fool is also shivering. “How dost 
my boy? Art cold? I am cold myself. ” When he 
reaches the hut, however, he refuses to go in, 
for the storm is his refuge. 
 
      This tempest will not give me leave to  
       ponder on things would hurt me more... 
 
Lear dares not think on those things. “That way 
madness lies.” Still he decides to enter the hut, 
gently letting the fool go ahead of him, and his 
thoughts now turn to the helpless poor, who 
have to endure such storms because they have 
no money to pay for shelter. As king he 
had never thought of such matters, but now he 
knows the pain of the poor and wishes he had 
realised it earlier. 
 
      Poor naked wretches wheresoe’er you  
       are, 
      That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm, 
      How shall your houseless heads and  
       unfed sides,  
      Your loop’d and window’d raggedness  
      Defend you from seasons such as this?   
      Take physic, pomp;  
      Expose yourself to feel what wretches  
       feel, 
      That thou mayst shake the superflux to  
       them, 
      And show the heavens more just. 
 
This is Shakespeare at his most magnificent. 
 
              Andrew Hoellering 
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Trees of Thorverton 
 
12. The Raddon Scots Pine 
 

I hope that some of you have enjoyed my little series of trees of Thorverton. For the last tree in this 
series I am stepping just outside the parish boundary to a tree that is so very visible from the village. 
I am indebted to Mike Stannard for his words and photos. 

Neville Lane 
 

Of the hundreds of varieties of 
trees that now populate the 
United Kingdom, only three 
conifers are truly native, that is to 
say, have grown here since the 
retreat of the ice sheets at the end 
of the last ice age about 10,000 
years ago. They are the yew, the 
juniper, and the Scots pine (Pinus 
sylvestris). This pine, about which 
there is nothing particularly 
Scottish, is found from Spain to 
Siberia, with a particular tolerance 
for poor and sandy soils. In this 
country, its largest forests are to 
be found in the highlands of 
Scotland, but it has been 
extensively planted throughout 
the rest of the country and is also 
common in the lowland 
heathlands of the South Downs 
and the New Forest. 
 
 
 
 

 
A photograph of the pine made by John Spivey for his exhibit of Raddon Top in the 1980s and shown 
here with his permission shows a cluster of dead pines with the Lone Pine as the only survivor. 
Irregularities of the ground surrounding it now suggest the buried roots of former trees, and lead me 
to wonder if they might have been victims of 
one of the diseases known to affect the 
species. 
 
 
I first saw Lone Pine as an idiosyncratic 
landmark when we first came to Thorverton 
20 years ago, and return to it occasionally, 
as to an old friend. I take visiting family up 
there to enjoy the views and think of them 
on other visits. I pat it affectionately and 
thank it for still being there after another 
winter of bad weather and high winds, and 
beg it to continue as a beacon presiding 
over 
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The pine taps into our widely-felt regard for high places, and captures our imagination in a way that 
more lowly-situated brethren, like the fine specimen on the Shobrooke Road at the entrance to the 
Old Lynch Farm, does not. It is a prominent feature of the landscape, and casts its irrational 
influence upon us. 
 
I admire the labour and foresight of those who planted the copse of conifers immediately adjacent to 
the pine, as the copse appears to serve many purposes. It helps to protect the tree from the harsh 
NW winds that have deformed other trees on the Raddon Ridge, and will provide a substitute high-
place landmark when the old tree finally succumbs. But there is more. As readers of The Overstory will 
know, tree scientists have established that trees communicate with each other through underground 
fungal networks linking their roots. Compounds are transmitted through this network acting as stress 
or defence signals, serving to bolster immunity against invading pests.  Other warning signals have 
been found to float through the air from tree to tree. 

  
 
One may not be entirely over-imaginative 
to think of the Lone Pine passing on to the 
nearby youngsters some of the secrets of 
its longevity, and receiving in return 
messages of vigorous new growth from the 
trees of the copse. 
 
Whether I glance at it from the road to 
Cadbury or spy it from afar, I pay tribute to 
its presence, as a reminder that, like all 
trees, it means more to us than we may 
realize. 
 
 

Mike Stannard 
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TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

Saturday 14th May 

 

Well what a fantastic day we had with the weather. It was dry and sunny with a hint of a breeze to 

cool us down on the uphill sections.  

Starting at the car park at Dartmeet we soon followed the East Dart River upstream, later picking up 

the Walla Brook and following this. It was a beautiful stretch of relatively flat walking, among moss 

covered rocks and through mixed deciduous woodland to reach a large clearing right by the river. It 

was mid morning by this point and it would have been rude not to take advantage of such a perfect 

coffee stop. So far we had already seen a Green Tiger beetle and a female Mandarin duck, during 

coffee we were also treated to the common brown Leibniz, as ever supplied by Mike (other chocolate 

biscuits are available).  

After coffee we continued over a very pretty clapper bridge and climbed up onto the open moor to 

gain the height of Riddon Ridge at 377 meters. As we ascended we heard a male and female 

Stonechat having a, well, ‘chat’ with each other – such a lovely sound to hear. We also heard and 

saw a Skylark.  

There were outstanding views across the moor and in particular Bellever forest. 

We reached the river by Bellever Bridge, and a perfectly situated lunch stop. The last couple of years 

of lockdowns and restrictions seemed a world away as we ate lunch, chatted and dozed in the sun 

next to the babbling East Dart River. 

Tearing ourselves away from our cosy spot we climbed again up to Bellever and past the Youth 

Hostel to a rather steep climb up through a green lane and woodland up onto the open moor.  

Continually climbing we reached the highest point on the walk – Bellever Tor at 443 meters. Passing 

between the rocks of the Tor we headed South, skirting Laughter Tor to it’s South, and descending 

to reach a road. 

After a short section along a busy road we turned off onto the Dartmeet footpath, walking across 

fields to a sunken lane, and decending a further field we came to the road, and a short walk back to 

the car park.  

A fitting finale was tea and cake at The Badgers Holt cafe.  
 
 Future Walks: 

  

All walks will have details emailed to those on the list about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 

4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be displayed approximately a week before the walk in the Old 

Post Office Window and on the village notice board. If you would like to be included on the email list 

contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 
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OUR FARM 

Ratcliffe Farm - May 2022 – Tina Ayres 

We are having our house thatched! Thatch has a 25 to 30 year life, and we get our house done at different 
times - north, south, east, and west elevations. We are having an east elevation done and all the ridge. Water 
has been getting in, around a chimney, for months and we have had strategically placed buckets in the attic 
to catch it.  

Our house was probably built as a Devon long house.  It has a north/south cross passage, and over the 
centuries two wings have been added so it is now the shape of a capital “E” without the middle bit. This is the 
first time in 60 years, and probably the houses existence, that the thatch used has not been wheat-reed 
grown on Ratcliffe. This wheat-reed was grown in the parish of Poughill, so hasn’t travelled too far.  

We have shorn our sheep. This involves 3 long days for man and dogs. All our ewes and lambs are in field 
sized flocks, (some 30 ewes and lambs, some 100 ewes and lambs). The day before shearing we get them 
all to the buildings, draft out the ewes from the lambs and house securely. It’s a noisy night with ewes calling 
for lambs. The shearers want three things - dry sheep, sheep with empty stomachs, and sheep in front of 
them all the time (they charge per sheep). Two shearers came and began by 7.30am. When a flock is shorn 
Michael matches them up with their right lambs and moves them away, and Reg is in the shed getting the 
next flock ready to be shorn and keeping the shearers' pen full. We had help to pick up the wool, and sew up 
the bags.  

We alternate the dogs to keep them fresh - they all have their different strengths, but it’s a busy dirty day for 
them. The shearers were packed up and gone by 7.00pm, having been kept full of food and drink whilst they 
were here.  

The next day we are moving all the sheep back to their grazing fields. There is often a lot of road work 
involved, and the neighbours at Raddon are used to their gates being shut and sheep walking by. Most drivers 
don’t mind following sheep at walking speed, but some get impatient and turn around to find another way. 
We have bought a border collie puppy.  With our oldest dog now 10, it’s time to start training a new one. Reg 
will do all the training. 

The last of the cattle, that had been in sheds all winter, have now been sold, and have been bought by a 
buyer for a major supermarket. The sheds will now be cleaned out and the dung stored for use in the autumn. 
We like to empty all our grain bins, so they can air and be sprayed with an insecticide before this year 's 
harvest begins. The remainder wheat has gone to Crediton Milling Co. and the small bit of oats and barley 
have gone to local farmers. 

Ukraine’s large farmers have been hit the worst by the war in the east of the country. The small family farms 
that can easily revert back to less technical methods of farming and have family around for help, are now 
being valued more, as they are able to keep supplying food for the country. 
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Puzzles 
 

I am pleased to report that both Graeme Culshaw 
and Ian Stoyle submitted some answers to May’s 
puzzles, including to the question about the two 
additions: 
 

The question was whether you could you arrange 
the following figures into two groups with four 
figures in each so that each of the two groups adds 
up to the same sum? 
1  2  3  4  5  7  8  9  
 

I will let readers decide whether they approve of 
any of the suggested answers. Ian gave the 
answer (9/3)+8+4=1+2+5+7. Graeme gave the 
answer 8+2+3+5 = 1+7+6+4, with part of the 
arrangement of the numbers involving the 9 being 
inverted to produce a 6. The answer given in my 
book of puzzles by Henry Ernest Dudeney, edited 
by Martin Gardner, was rather less ingenious: 
173+4 = 85+92.  
 

I am most grateful to Graeme for offering the 
following sequence puzzle: 
 

a) What next? 
What is the next number in the series? 110, 100, 
12, 11  
 

b) Su Doku 
Here is a very difficult Su Doku puzzle for you. I 
would be interested to know whether anyone can 
solve it entirely through logic, without need for any 
wild, trial and error experimental guesses. As 
always, each horizontal and vertical line and each 
3x3 square must contain each of the numbers from 
one to nine:  
 

  4   2   5 

      7 8  

7    9  4 6  

       7  

 6  8 2 3    

5   6     1 

  3     9  

      1 4 7 

   2  1    

 

 

 
c) Binary 
You need to complete the grid with 1s and 0s so 
that each row and each column has five 1s and five 
0s, with the same number never appearing in more 
than two consecutive squares in any row or 
column. Also, each row and each column must 
have a different sequence of 1s and 0s to any other 
row and column.  
 

0   0      0 

1   0  1   1  

  1        

0  1 1  0   1  

          

     1   1  

 1   0     0 

 1     1    

1    1   0   

    1   1   
 

d) Futoshiki 
Fill in the blank boxes so that each row and column 
contains the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The symbols 
tell you whether the number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number in the box next to it. 
 

       < 
 

  

 

   <
  

 
     < 

 > 
 

         

   > 
     

      

 

  

 < 
     < 

 

      

 

 <
 

 < 
     > 

 

 

Happy puzzling.                            Neville Lane 
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GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY COACHING; CREATIVE WRITING SUPPORT 

 
Help from teacher of over 40 years' experience - university,  

college and school, TV, books and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of university examining –  

undergraduate and postgraduate 
 

Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 
GCSE English Language - a speciality 

 

John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HP. 
 

Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601   Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 
 

mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Welcome and pop in for: 

 
Award winning cheese, ham, bacon and deli produce.   

Locally sourced produce, fresh fruit and vegetables, Creedy Carver chicken and duck 

Locally made cakes, delicious brownies and flapjacks 

Freshly ground coffee, hot drinks and tea to take away 

Local artisan bread, Hot pasties, sausage rolls and freshly made sandwiches 

Local milk refill station, Eco refill station 

Wines, spirits, local beers and ciders 

Everyday essentials, Artisan and classic ice creams and treats, Cards and gifts 

Card payments accepted and cashback 

Open 8:00am until 6:00pm Monday to Saturday 

 

Berry Dairy 01392 861060 
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 



Focus on Thorverton  56   Vol 53 No 5 June  2022 
 

 

       



Focus on Thorverton  57   Vol 53 No 5 June  2022 
 

 

Thorverton Parish  
Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  
Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)             edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust    Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
                                                          By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk               Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
    Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 
    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw, 
    Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                          Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                          Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
Thorverton Millennium      

Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
   Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  
   details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 
   Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
   Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
Bridge Club            Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 
            New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
                                    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                     Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Russ Clarke 
Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
                                     See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 
Toddler Group           Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
     Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
      healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist: 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 
Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 

  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  

 
We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  
She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 
 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  
 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 
 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  
  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   
 Dunn 
  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   
  Nichols, Griffiths,  
 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  
 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  
 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  
 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 
 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our 
online repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
                                                                                                                                   

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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                        Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 
(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 
Emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:30 – 17:30 

 
Please note:  
Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-
Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our 
website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask.

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated 
otherwise.  
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondayloo
kup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of 
the village, but outlying parts may have 
different collection days) 
 
General refuse, recycling boxes and food 
caddy.  
June 7th (Tues.) & 20th.    July 4th & 18th  
 
Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
June 13th & 27th .    July 11th & 25th   
 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   
Every 4 weeks on Thursdays : April 28th / May 
26th / June 23rd / July 21st / Aug. 18th / Sept. 15th 
/ Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 

Union Flag-Flying Days in June 
Thursday 2nd : Anniversary of Coronation Day 

Saturday 11th : The Queen's Official Birthday 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on 
road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches 
No.678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served 
on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 
from Broadlands and The Berry, 10.10 from 
Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter 
(via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Broadlands 
and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via 
Upton Pyne) at 10.48. Return on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus 
station. 
 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) 
service 55B:  
MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank 
Holidays): 
 

 
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 
16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. 
This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 
17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 
station) from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 
18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 
To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via 
St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 
11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 
(Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not 
stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much 

every half-hour in each direction along the 
Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult 
Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of 
this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except 
Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days) 
 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 
14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 
To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 
13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for 
regular commuters, shoppers, children, 
students and jobseekers as well as one-day 
unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details 
from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 
664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or 
www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available 
at the Post Offic

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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