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Editorial 
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A massive ‘Thank you’ for the wonderful 
job done by all concerned to produce 
such an excellent celebration in the 
village for the Queens 70th Jubilee 
weekend. Thorverton, like hundreds of 
other villages across the country, should 
be proud of the way its’ community pulled 
together over several months to fund and 
stage this very special and unique event 
and, of course, the icing on the Jubilee 
cake was that it actually didn’t rain!! 
 
I hope you will enjoy this special ‘Jubilee 
Photo Edition’ of Focus and have fun 
trying to find yourself in the crowd or find 
your wedding dress! If you are one of our 
Primary School pupils, I hope you can 
spot your ‘Pop Art’ version of the Queen’s 
head or your group’s Jubilee artwork 
contribution. 
 
Looking at the ‘Diary of Events’ for July 
(overleaf) there is lots going on in the 
village and something for everyone. All 
the details for events, groups, talks and 
walks are in this Focus. You can be sure 
of a warm welcome whichever you 
choose! 
 
Don’t forget Focus is available 
online for any device at: 
 
thorvertonfocus.wordpress.com 
 
Russ Clarke 
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Diary of Events 2022 

Please notify the Editor of additions or  
changes. Email:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  
or Russ Clarke on 860279. Details of most 
events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

JULY  

Tues 5th WI meeting WI Hut 2pm 

Decopatch 

Sat. 9th  Fun Day & Dog Show  

at the Memorial Hall. 

Sun 10th Choral Evensong Thorverton 

Parish Church 6.63pm 

Wed 13th Exeter Dist. Osteoporosis 
Support Group Tea Party. St 
Leonard Church Rooms 2pm 

 

Friday 15th  

Bradninch Millers Morris will 
be dancing outside the 
Thorverton Arms & Exeter Inn, 
from 8pm. 

Friday 15th TMH Film - The Duke 

Thurs 21st Special Parish Council 
Meeting to discuss allocated 
Public Open Space fund 

Friday 
22nd 

Cygnet Theatre 

Shakespeare in the TMH Park 

Fri 22nd History Society Meeting- The 
Neolithic History of 
Thorverton- WI Hut 7.30pm 

Sat 23rd WI Coffee Morning and 
Market WI Hut 10am 

AUGUST  

Tues 2nd WI Meeting WI hut 2pm 

All about the Defibrillator 

Fri-Sun 5th-
7th 

Pilgrims Chorus Concerts- 
See notice pages 

Sat. 6th  Silverton Street Market, 9am - 
5pm. See notices for details. 

Sun 7th Bring and Share a Pudding 
Party Thorverton Rectory 3pm 

Sat. 13th  Royal British Legion 
Thorverton Branch Annual 
Cream Tea Delivery Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON PARISH 
COUNCIL UPDATE 
  
It all seems a little distant now, but wasn’t 
the Jubilee Street party a great success?  A 
huge thanks to the organisers who laid on 
the event, including all the fund raising, 
setting up and tidying up; it’s on occasions 
like this I realise how lucky I am to live in 
Thorverton. 
  
Here’s a question for you - if you were given 
some money to make Thorverton even 
better, what would you spend it on?  
  
Well, I’m delighted to say that the village has 
been allocated some funds! It’s for any 
“Public Open Space” and it comes with the 
opportunity for residents to get involved in 
making plans for the best way to spend it.   
  
The Parish Council has recently been 
thinking about the land we own and 
manage, and how to improve it.  You may 
have ideas for sites or projects, or maybe 
you feel the money should be spent on 
certain categories, like youth, or older 
people, or sports? 
  
It doesn’t matter if your ideas are at a very 
early stage, or even if you don’t have any 
yet!  We want to give everyone a say in how 
we make the best use of this money.  So 
please come along to a special Parish 
Meeting on Thursday 21st July at the 
Memorial Hall, starting at 6 pm, and 
let’s create something that makes us all 
proud. 
  
 
  

A n d r e w   F o s t e r 
Thorverton Parish Council 

  

 
  
 
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Letters 
 

Jean and I would like to congratulate and thank 
the organising committee of the Jubilee Street 
party in The Bury on Saturday 4th June and for 
everyone who contributed to make it such an 
enjoyable and memorable occasion. The  
exhibition of wedding dresses in the church 
was outstanding. 
 
We are fortunate to be part of the village of 
Thorverton with its church, primary school, 
village halls, shop, farm shop and pubs which 
so many villages now lack. 
 
However, what makes a really great village are 
its people and this was evidenced over the 
Jubilee weekend as the Thorverton community 
came together to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. 
 
Well done Thorvertonians ! 
                                       From Robin Thomas, 
 
Our Queen, My Queen 
As a child, I found it very difficult to go to bed 
and sleep if there had been anything exciting.  
And that’s how it was for me on the 4th of June 
this year, after watching the Platinum Party at 
the Palace on television, plus joining in the 
Street Party in Thorverton in the afternoon.  At 
10.30pm I wandered into the centre of the 
village, where the festivities had taken place a 
few hours before.  Tables, chairs and gazebos 
had completely gone.  Not a scrap of paper or 
rubbish was to be seen.  Only the bunting, still 
fluttering in the breeze, remained.  Amazing! 
 
What will not dim in my memory for a very long 
time is the music, and the joy experienced 
these last 3 days.  Is it presumptuous of me as 
a Swiss citizen to call her my Queen?  It started 
many years ago when in Montreux I heard Big 
Ben for the very first time, with the news that 
the heir to the throne of England, Prince 
Charles had been born.  Then in 1953 the then 
Princess Elizabeth became Queen and 
celebrated her Coronation.  All the British 
Armed Forces, wherever they were in the 
world, had a copy of the Coronation 
programme sent to them.  My then future 
husband invited me to watch this magnificent 
event on television, and with my limited 
hindsight I remember thinking that not only did 
she have a heavy crown placed on her head, 

but the responsibility this young woman was to 
carry on her shoulders was much heavier still.  
I wished her well.  Her voice was clear, 
purposeful and full of confidence.  Later as I 
learned more about royalty, my thoughts were 
always for the Queen first. 
 
In 1969, due to my husband’s work with the 
Royal Signals in Freetown, Sierra Leone, he 
was awarded the OBE.  My two elder children 
and I were privileged to be very near to the 
Queen when she conversed with my husband.  
The elegance of the Palace, her home, was of 
little consequence compared to the impression 
the Queen gave me.  She had on a green 
dress, with a single row of pearls, but her 
presence gave me a feeling of awe.  Her dignity 
commanded respect.  Her warmth and sincerity 
were tangible. 
 
These 3 days have been something unique.  
Up and down the country thousands of people 
made these Jubilee festivities an amazing 
event.  So much thought and work was put in 
by very many people.  From the humblest 
teacher teaching little ones poems and songs, 
to the organisers of very many village street 
parties, to the making of costumes seen in 
parades, to the skilled artists performing, to the 
Forces and Church events, the list is endless - 
were indeed fit for a Queen. 
It is good for her to know that she is a well-loved 
lady.  She deserves it all.  Has she not been a 
pillar of strength and a wonderful example, not 
only in England but to the whole world?  One 
can only wish her well and pray for her. 
                                 From Annette Mawson 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Annette at the Street Party 
        (photo Russ Clarke)  
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The Other Platinum Celebration 
We all know that the Queen is celebrating her 
Platinum Jubilee from 2nd to 5th June to mark 
her 70 years on the throne, but there is another 
similar milestone being reached by a Devon 
couple next week.  Thorverton residents, Reg 
and Marie Acock, were married on Saturday 7 
June 1952 in Holy Trinity Church, in 
Longlevens Gloucesterhire, and so they will 
have their Platinum wedding anniversary just a 
few days after the Queen’s own jubilee. 

 
Reg and Marie Acock photographed at the 
Jubilee Street Party         (Photo Russ Clarke) 
 
Reg (96) met Marie (92) at a dance at 
Cheltenham Town Hall in early 1952 and was 
smitten immediately. He said that they danced 
all evening together, but he remembered that 
Marie was more impressed with the fact that 
Reg had a car, an old Ford 8, and that, 
therefore, he was able to drive her home from 
the dance rather than having to catch the last 
bus!  

Sadly, Marie now has advanced Alzheimer’s 
disease, and Reg has periods of short term 
memory loss. They are still living in their own 
home, however, and manage to get out for 
regular walks around the village.  Reg also 
enjoys a daily pint of beer which he says is his 
one indulgence! 
 
Ten years ago, Reg and Marie celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary with a big 
family party. Reg told the assembled relatives 
that the secret of their long and happy time 
together was that they had decided when they 
were first married that Reg would make all the 
big decisions and Marie would deal with all the 
smaller day to day problems. Reg told the 
family that remarkably they had never had to 
make any big decisions yet in their 60 years 
together! 
There is a small family get together planned for 
their 70th anniversary, but as Reg says “We will 
treat the Thorverton street party as a 
celebration for us as well as Her Majesty”.  
                                        From Roger Acock 
 
Hospiscare Open Gardens – Thorverton 
A big thank you to all those who supported 
yesterday's event. Neville and I, Annette 
Mawson and our neighbours Phil and Ann 
Riozzi were delighted to welcome visitors both 
from the locality and from as far afield as 
Tiverton and Bampton!  
 
At the time of writing, a number of interesting 
plants are still available from the stall outside 
16, The Glebe, so if you missed the Open 
Gardens do investigate, and hopefully make a 
contribution towards what is a very worthwhile 
and important local charity.  
 
Don’t forget, details of other gardens that will 
be open under this scheme from now until the 
end of October (including Fursdon, and 
Downes, Crediton) are available at the Post 
Office and elsewhere. Do take a look at the 
booklet or on-line. 
 
Details of how much was raised are likely to 
appear in a future edition of Focus. Thanks 
again to everyone who turned out. 
                          From Jane and Neville Lane 
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THORVERTON  
MEMORIAL HALL 
 

 

FUN DAY & DOG SHOW 

Hurrah for summer, the FUN DAY & 

DOG SHOW is on Saturday 9 July in 

aid of the Memorial Hall. The Fun Day 

starts in the morning and judging for 

the Dog  

Show begins at 2pm. Entries are in 

the ring so just turn up with your 

pooch and decide which of the 10 

Classes you want to enter, it can be 

more than one and the cost is £1 per 

class per dog. With classes from Most 

Handsome Dog/Prettiest Bitch to 

Fastest Bonio Eater there’ll be 

something for almost every hound. 

 

 

THE DUKE 

Film Night this month is The Duke 

starring Jim Broadbent & Helen 

Mirren involved in the theft of a Goya 

painting. An excellent film. 

 

 

TWELFTH NIGHT  

Later in July TMH are proud to be 

presenting ‘Shakespeare In The Park’ 

event on the TMH green when  

Exeter’s CYGNET Theatre will be 

performing their version of the 

romantic comedy “TWELFTH NIGHT’. 

Full details and booking on the TMH 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES FOR 

THESE EXCEPTIONAL 

JULY EVENTS 

 

BOOK ONLINE TODAY 
 

        thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

 

 

TMH Committee Members: 

Russ Clarke, Mike Baldwin,  

Mike Shelton, Jan Wills, Sarah Addicott, 

Dave Reygate, Jenny Reygate, Penny 

Wiles, Claire Heaven-Roberts,Colin 

Marshall, Andrew Saunders. 

 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Silverton Link Up  

 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham 
House Surgery  

Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery 
patients. 

 

If you have problems going to Health 
Appointments … surgery, hospital, opticians 
or dentists … Link Up may be able to help.  

Let us do the driving. 

  VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

for SILVERTON LINK UP                  
charity no. 1034252 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham 
House Surgery patients to healthcare 

appointments. In a rural area where public 
transport can be difficult you would find it 
most rewarding providing a vital lifeline to 

vulnerable patients.                                      
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one 
journey a week or as little as one a month, 

whatever suits.You would use your own 
vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed.                  

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 

If interested and for further information 
please contact Link Up coordinator:-     

Roger Higman, 07821718672           

roger.higman@icloud.com 

 

 

 
Exeter and District Osteoporosis 

Support Group 
 

are holding a Tea Party at St Leonard’s 
Church Rooms, Topsham Road, Exeter, 

EX2 4NG  
 

on Wednesday 13th July 2022 at 2pm. 
 

Entrance fee is £2.50 to include 
tea/coffee/cake. 

 
There will be a draw with some nice prizes 

and a book stall. 
This is an opportunity to network with others 

with osteoporosis. 
Everyone welcome. 

 
Also please visit our stall at Christow Show 

on Saturday August 20th 

Further info email 
exetervolunteers@theros.org.uk 

 
 
 

 

THORVERTON  W I  H U T 

Raddon Road 
 

The Hut is available for hire. 
 

For further details contact 
Sue Maguire – 01392 860631 

 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
mailto:exetervolunteers@theros.org.uk
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Bradninch Millers Morris 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

will be dancing outside 

The Thorverton Arms 

and the Exeter Inn 

from 8pm on Friday 15th July 
 

 

SFH Supporters Club 

Family Fun Day 
Saturday July 30th 

Chamberlains Farm 

Brampford Speke 

EX5 5DR 

By kind permission of the  

Luxton Family 

Dog Show 12pm 

Duck Race 4pm 

Hound Racing 5pm 
For schedule and more details contact  

Gaynor on 07515009175 

 

 

 

Welcome Café 
 

Every Monday (except Bank 
Holidays) 

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
 

Tea, coffee, cake and company. 
Everyone welcome

 

Silverton Street Market 
 

Saturday, 6th August - 9am – 5pm  
with a 1920s theme. 

  

Stalls, lots to eat and drink, entertainment and fun for all ages.   
If you would like a stall go to the website https://silverton.org.uk/ and/or our social media 

channels 
(https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket) for more details.   

Any questions, please contact the Chair, Rich Osborne by email:  
silverton.streetmarket@gmail.co.uk 

 

https://silverton.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket
mailto:silverton.streetmarket@gmail.co.uk
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Lucy's Larder 
 

This Thorverton village initiative, begun by Lucy for her Duke of Edinburgh award 
scheme project, continues thanks to the generosity of everyone.   

 
Anonymous financial gifts can still be given, and food, toiletries, and cleaning and 

household products can still be left in the church porch boxes. 
 

Anything that is not taken by members of our community will be given to CHAT in 
Tiverton for their food bank. 

 
If you have any queries or suggestions please feel free to  

contact Sarah Acock on 01884 855079 
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    THE LEONARD TRUST 
Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small 

grant?  
 

Since it was set up by  
F.C. (Chip) Leonard in 1972,  

the Trust has assisted many local 
organizations with their projects, as well as 
individuals with one-off expenses related to 

their medical, personal and educational 
needs.   

 

Applications for a specific purpose or 
need, where the group or individual has also 
contributed their own funding, are particularly 

favoured. 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please 
contact the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes,  
Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton. 

Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01392 860535. 

 
 
 

Thorverton in Bloom 
 

Last year we held the first Thorverton in Bloom 

event and this inspired many residents to help 

make the village look a spectacle with colourful 

floral displays, some captured for posterity in 

Alex Fice’s postcards. This year the Parish 

Council has not pushed things so much given 

all of the efforts that were put into the Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations and all of the fund-raising 

events that led up to that great weekend.  

 

The village has been looking really good this 

spring and early-summer and so Council felt 

that to ask villagers also to make a huge 

additional floral effort on top of all that has 

been done for the Jubilee might be just asking a 

bit too much. Therefore, at its June meeting, the 

Parish Council decided that it would not ask for 

any judging of the winning street for 

Thorverton in Bloom, but would hold that over 

until 2023. This does not mean that we cannot 

appreciate the fantastic efforts that many have 

made to look Thorverton look great again, so 

please keep helping to make the village one we 

can be proud of. 

 

 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and 

banking services (inc. for business),             

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, 

online shopping returns, phone top-ups,        

gift cards, newspapers, magazines, 

stationery, greetings cards, local postcards, 

notelets, posting and packing materials, 

photocopying + lots more      

Please keep supporting this vital local 

amenity 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

(Closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

(Closed 1.00 - 2.00    

               Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs closed 

 

 
 

Special Parish Council Meeting 
Thurs 21st July 

At 

The Memorial Hall 

6pm 

To discuss allocated  

Public Open Space Fund 
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Church Services and News   
   

SERVICES & INFORMATION JULY 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 
Sunday 3 July Trinity 5   
09:30 am Baptism & Holy Communion      Thorverton JH 
10:00 am Morning Worship  Stoke Canon                           Lay Led  
10:00 am Coffee & Conversation  Brampford Speke                   Lay Led 
10:30 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres                    Lay Led 
11:15 am Informal Service   Cadbury                                   Lay Led  
11:15 am Café Church   Rewe                                       Lay Led 
11:30 am Baptism Service  Upton Pyne TC 
 
Sunday 10 July Trinity 6  
10:00 am Informal Service     Newton St Cyres        Lay Led 
11:15 am  Holy Communion                 Upton Pyne    GC 
06:30 pm Choral Evensong     Thorverton         Lay Led  
 
Sunday 17 July Trinity 7 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke  TC 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury   TC 
05:00 pm Holy Communion      Stoke Canon                          MSS 
 
Sunday 24 July Trinity 8 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Newton St Cyres  TL 
10:00 am Baptism Service     Thorverton   TC 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon         Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Rewe    KR 
 
Tuesday 26 July 
09:00 am Chattertots      Thorverton         Lay Led 
 
Sunday 31 July Trinity 9  
11:00 am Mission Community Service    Brampford Speke  TC 
 
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
   
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 
homepage. 
 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking    LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister] 
    
TL Revd Tony Lane    KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter   MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister]  TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org  
    
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church,  

    Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:tim.collins@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter  
A Death, a Poet, and Memorable Words. 
 
My mother, Doris, died quite suddenly of 
secondary brain cancer, when my sister, 
Lesley, and I were away at school. I was just 
fifteen. We were called home to visit her in 
Westminster Hospital, and although she was 
dying her love towards us was palpable. She 
passed away the next day, and the first words 
my father spoke to me were: ‘Never blame God 
for this.’ He later warned me about Slough 
Crematorium. In those days, and within the 
service, there would be a sudden rumbling of 
wheels, and the coffin disappeared into a dark 
cavity. 
 
The reality of his own Christian faith was 
impressive. He re-thought his life, left his 
underwriting syndicate at Lloyds, and went to 
train for the ministry at Northwood. After his 
ordination at the age of 51, we said good-bye 
to our home in Buckinghamshire, and went to 
live on a council estate in Farnborough, 
Hampshire. The church there thrived. By this 
time, he had remarried, - Hilary Harman, - who 
had been secretary to the cricketer David 
Sheppard at the Mayflower Centre in Canning 
Town.    
 
Elsie Cope, the poet Wendy Cope’s mother, 
was my mother’s greatest friend. Early 
childhood memories recall visits to the Cope 
family home at Fourways, a short distance past 
Erith bus station. I would climb trees with 
Marian, Wendy’s younger sister, and 
remember a firework display, also drinking hot 
chocolate on a cold November night. Wendy 
wrote this poem, reflecting on a visit made to 
her by her parents after my mother’s funeral. It 
is called An Afternoon and is in her collection 
of poems in Anecdotal Evidence. 
 
The two of them are sitting on the bed 
In my small student room. My second year. 
My parents are both feeling very sad 
After a funeral not far from here: 
My mother’s closest girlhood friend, who died 
Of cancer in her forties. They agree 
They can’t face driving home just yet, decide 
To come and spend an hour or two with me. 
And I, for once, am genuinely pleased 
To see them. I’m depressed. I haven’t said. 
I hope the hugs and smiles I gave them eased 
Their grief. Years later, when they’re dead, 
I will remember and be moved to say 

I never loved them more than on that day. 
 
Wendy describes herself as ‘a very 
sympathetic agnostic’. Her poems Tallis’s 
Canon, and a Wreath for George Herbert 
reveal a wistful longing. There is also A poem 
about Jesus, and a Lantern Carol, with a 
tender invitation to embrace faith: 
 
Calls us with the shepherds 
And the eastern kings, 
Offers us the Christ child 
And the love He brings. 
 
In the golden lamplight, 
See him there asleep, 
Ours if we will have Him. 
Ours to love and keep. 
 
Lesley and I were apparently held up to Wendy 
and Marian as models of good behaviour. 
When I heard this I was greatly surprised, as 
my behaviour pattern at school was 

chequered! 
 
Poems are quoted with permission. Anecdotal 
Evidence is published by Faber&Faber.  
 

         Graham Cotter. 

 
 

 

 

Sunday July 10th 2022 6.30pm 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG 

at Thorverton Parish Church 

 

A reflective, traditional-style, 

Book of Common Prayer service, 

with readings, prayers, uplifting 

choral music and hymns 

 

sung by  

Thorverton Church Choir and you, 

the congregation - please join us 
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Thorverton Christian Aid Week 
Fundraising 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who made 
the house-to-house delivery of envelopes 
in Thorverton this year, the first time since 
2019, and to those who returned their 
donation to the collection point at the Post 
Office or used our e-envelope. The final 
total collected was £1282.90, which rises 
to £1539.15 with gift aid included - a great 
effort. 
 
As well as using moneys raised to support 
emergency relief through partner agencies 
to people who are suffering through war or 
'natural disasters', Christian Aid works to 
help communities all over the world cope 
with the daily changes in their way of life 
necessary to survive the effects they are 
experiencing now because of manmade 
changes in weather and climate 
.  
 
An example we learned about in the 
Christian Aid service at the parish church 
was of villagers in Zimbabwe being 
introduced to new ways to grow their 
staple crop of maize using a new 
drought-resistant variety. As well as being 
highly effective and lifesaving in a 
practical way, the sense of hope and the 
joy of not feeling helpless was wonderful. 
 
Allison Toogood, Thorverton Christian Aid 
Week Organiser
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THORVERTON COMMUNITY POST OFFICE + 
THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST 
LTD                        

 

Please continue with your custom to support your community post office and 
newsagent/stationers shop, maintained and funded by TCT Ltd. 
Please become a member of TCT Ltd by using the form below or paying online - £10 per 
person per annum. 
 
With thanks from 
 Heather Kershaw     Chair and Membership Secretary and the TCT Council                    
heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk    01392 860419          Thorverton  PO 01392 860455 
 
To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
  
I/we 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
(address+postcode)………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…............................................................................................................................................. 
  
(email)………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be 
admitted subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  
(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 
 OR 
wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 
  
I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2022– 5/2023 (cheques 
payable to Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 
  
TCT bank details are:  
                                                                                                                                         
Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd   The Co-operative Bank  
sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 
 
 I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running 
TCT Ltd and Thorverton Post Office. I understand  
that these details will not be shared with third parties. 
  
 
(signature(s))………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
                   
Please return this form with your payment to                                                
Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary    c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  
post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS   or pay online 
 

           

about:blank
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 Thorverton Cricket Club Update 
 
It has been a busy couple of months for the cricket club as the 2022 season has got underway 
for all our teams.  Regular events through the week include Open Age Practice on a Thursday 
Evening, Wine and Wickets for our women’s section on a Tuesday evening and Junior 
Practice including All Stars and Dynamos on a Friday.   
 
We have 2 open age teams in the Devon Cricket League.  Our 1st XI are currently 6th in the A 
Division after promotion from the B Division last season.  Our 2nd XI are top of E Division East, 
needing to stay top to secure promotion.  Our Women’s Softball Team are currently embarking 
on their first season together and continue to look for a first win in their league which we know 
will happen soon. 
 
 We also have 4 Junior Teams in the East Devon Youth League from U10s Softball through 
to U15 Hardball cricket.  All our junior teams are competing well in their matches and a number 
of our older Juniors are playing in open age cricket in the Devon Cricket League or our Sunday 
Friendly XI 
 
Please do come along to support the club at any of our matches, if there’s a game on then 
the bar is open.  If you can’t be there then we have just started to livestream some of our 
matches so do check out our Youtube Channel  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMjgEwmpP39ZP1ZbvjQ9pzA  
For more information please check our website https://thorvertoncc.co.uk/ or find us on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ThorvertonCricketClub  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/thorvertoncricketclub/  
or Twitter https://twitter.com/thorvertoncc  
 
Upcoming fixtures for July 2022 
 
Saturday 2nd  1st XI v Seaton 1st XI   12.30 Start 
Sunday 3rd  Under 10 Pairs Softball v Kentisbeare 10.00 Start 
   Sunday XI v Clyst St George  2pm Start 
Monday 4th  Under 13s v Heathcoat   6pm Start 
Wednesday 6th Under 15s v Heathcoat   6pm start 
Saturday 9th  1st XI v Torquay    12.30 Start 
Tuesday 12th  T20 v Clyst St George   6pm start 
Saturday 16th  2nd XI v Sidmouth 3rd XI   1pm start 
Sunday 17th  Under 11 Hardball Pairs v Cullompton 10.00 start 

Under 14s v Exeter    2pm start 
Club v Village v Guest XI 

Saturday 23rd  1st XI v Exeter    12.30 start 
Monday 25th  Women’s Softball v Exmouth  6pm start 
Saturday 30th  2nd XI v Honiton 1st XI  

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMjgEwmpP39ZP1ZbvjQ9pzA
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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The Sky At Night    

July sky. The biggest and brightest 
supermoon of the year will rise after sunset 
on Wednesday 13 July! A week earlier, on 
the 4th, Earth has reached the point where 
it is farthest from the Sun. We won’t notice 
though, but insomniacs can note that 
between 11pm and 5am a procession of 
planets will rise into the night sky ahead of 
the morning Sun and, most unusually, in the 
appropriate order! Saturn first, followed by 
Jupiter, then Venus and finally Mercury. 
Between the 1st and 4th, Mercury will have 
become increasingly close to the Sun in the 
pre-dawn sky until rendered invisible. From 
then on, each planet will rise a half hour or 
so earlier each week. 
 
July’s best constellation is the Summer 
Triangle - Vega, Deneb and Altair. It’s large 
and clear, but directly above. Mind your 
neck! The Delta Aquariid meteors peak July 
28 to 29, in the late Eastern evening sky, but 
with only one every six minutes your 
patience will be sorely tested! 
 
Venus. Look up at the sky. What do you see? 
Pretty much what our ancestors saw a 
million years ago. Since then, apart from the 
asterisms ,nothing much has changed. The 
Sun has lost a small percentage of its 
weight. The Moon has become ‘smaller’, by 
moving away slightly. Unless their orbits 
have regressed towards the Sun, like 
Mercury is thought to have done, the 
planets are all cooling down a little. The hot, 
radioactive decay of their deepest elements 
is just not enough to prevent their 
inexorable decline into cold oblivion.  
 
On their way there, one fact subsists. The 
Sun and Moon are the brightest objects in 
our sky, followed by Venus, Earth’s slightly 
smaller twin (see fig.1, ESA). Huge Jupiter 
and our closest star, Sirius, are next, but 
ignore the Sun and choose a night sky with 
no Moon and you’re most likely to see Venus 
Fin all her brightness and charm. The only 
God to travel between the underworld and 
the heavens, this ‘evening’ and ‘morning 

star’ gilds both dawn and dusk, one of very 
few objects that can grace both day and 
night skies. 

(Fig 1) 

Philosophers, shamans, artists, poets 
amongst others have reflected on her 
wondrous nature. She adorns our skies, a 
bright light, a constant, a beacon for the 
ancients, Goddess of Love for Romankind. 
She rotates in the opposite direction to the 
other planets, but you knew that!?  
 
Is that it? Venus is a bright planet? Mind 
you, bright only because it reflects sunlight. 
Albedo is a measure of the amount of light 
reflected and in the case of Venus it is 70%. 
Compare our Moon at only 10% and 
imagine how much brighter both could be. 
Its grey dust is very dark but at the Moon’s 
closest and brightest you would never 
imagine so. Venus on the other hand has 

dense, white foreboding clouds (see fig.2, 
above) of sulphuric acid, the type that 
corrodes steel and oozes out of old car 
batteries. It also reflects light just like fresh 
snow. The comparison ends there though. 
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You have to travel beyond 30 miles above 
the planet’s surface to find cool enough 
temperatures that could suit life as we know 
it. The CO2 content is so high that no other 
planet has such a high Greenhouse Effect 
and for that you may substitute ‘Global 
Warming’! Like a sauna with a broken off-
switch the atmosphere holds onto the Sun’s 
radiation, heating the surface even beyond 
that of Mercury’s to around 460 Celsius. 
And yet at twice the distance from the Sun, 
Venus receives only a quarter of the energy 
of Mercury. 
 
Anecdotally, it was the veteran broadcaster 
Carl Sagan who, with a fellow cosmologist, 
postulated that microbial life (acidophiles) 
could exist in the upper atmosphere, not 
dissimilar to the microscopic bugs in our 
clouds. Such is the scientific interest (and 
opportunity to gain funding), that two 
research groups have tried to confirm 
evidence of such atmospheric life in the last 
three years! 
 
For centuries, Venus was just a uniform 
white blob, or crescent, in our sky. No 
features or details worth their name. Radar-
based, false-colour images can now show an 
interesting view of some of the surface 

(fig.3, NASA).  
 
This flattened top of a volcanic mound is 
fairly typical of hills in the two higher 
altitude ‘continents’, being 30km across and 
up to 1000m high. Impact craters, symbolic 
of the early Solar System, have quite 

recently been covered by volcanic lava, 
much of the planet surface being smeared 
by copious lava flows (not unlike the darker 
patches on our own Moon). The remaining 
surface, on a planet constituted similarly to 
ours, is alien: mountains and valleys - yes, 
but large featureless plains, pocked by 
wheel-like structures! Called ‘arachnoids’, 
they warrant much further analysis.  
 
The atmosphere is really interesting, unless 
you’re in it. It is so deep and dense, that the 
92 atmospheres you would experience on 
the surface, is much like diving to bottom of 
a sea a kilometre in depth! It’s hot enough 
that the ‘snow’ seen on mountain tops is 
most likely to be a metal sulphide that melts 
at about 400 degrees. Sulphur is a major 
feature in the air. Its heavy presence 
suggests recent volcanism (in the last say 
500m years?). 
 
There have been some 30 productive space 
missions to Venus since 1962, but don’t 
expect astronauts to venture forth any time 
soon. The first underwhelming photos from 
the surface in 1975 were beamed back to 
Russia 53 minutes before the bullet-proof 
craft literally caved in on itself! What 
remains has probably rusted away in the 47 
acidic years since. All in all, this quixotic 
dystopia has not lived up to its divine 
aspirations.  
 
Disappointingly maybe, yet better informed, 
we can continue to observe this wonder 
from a suitable distance, lost in awe and a 
newfound appreciation of the terrors 
outside our home. 

Peter Hargood 
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Recipe New potatoes ‘with a twist’ 

Small early new potatoes are good when 
sautéed whole. Wash the potatoes and part 
boil in salted water. Drain, and fry the potatoes 
in a mixture of butter and olive oil until golden 
brown. A clove of crushed garlic can be added. 
Sprinkle with chopped chives and mint. These 
make a tasty addition to summer meals and are 
good way of using smaller potatoes. 
 

Paul Cleave 
Sustainable Crediton 

 

Women’s Institute 
On Tuesday 7th June the Ladies of 
Thorverton WI met together in the Hut to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  
 
The tables were dressed in red, white and 
blue and a photo of the Queen took centre 
stage.  Following a business meeting, two 
teams pitted their wits against each other in 
a quiz, questions all related to the Royal 
Family.  
 
A toast was made to the Queen and the 
National Anthem was sung.  A very 
enjoyable 1950’s style tea was shared and 
lots of stories about the 50’s decade were 
exchanged. 
 
Dates to Note: 
 
Tuesday, 5th July – Sylv Gregory – Decopatch.  
Competition – an interesting old postcard.  
Saturday, 23rd July – Monthly Coffee Morning 
and Market from 10 o’clock 
Tuesday, 2nd August – Maggie Dunlop – All 
about the Defibrillator and how to use it.  
Competition – a scented rose. 
Tuesday 6th September – Alan Pewsey – 
Dartmoor Rescue.  Competition – Most 
appealing model or picture of a dog. 
 
All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut 
starting at 2.30pm.  New members are always 
welcome, visitors can also join meetings. 

 
Judy Bright 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
There is lots going on at the club this 
summer, with hopefully something for 
everyone, at whatever level they like to 
play. 
 
 For the competitive we have three Mixed 
teams competing in the East Devon Tennis 
league in Divisions 1,5 and 6, and one 
Men’s team in the Exeter and District 
league, Division 6. Our Mixed B and C 
teams are doing well so far and in second 
place, as is our Men’s team. 
 
Within the club we are running a Singles 
League in which people sign up for the 
ladder and try and work their way up it. 
There is also our annual club tournament, 
with qualifying rounds and a Finals Day on 
11th September. Finally, an American 
Tournament will take place in the morning 
of 10th July, which is Wimbledon Men’s 
Final Day, and in the afternoon, there will 
be the opportunity for all present to watch 
the Wimbledon Final in a local hostelry. 
 
For those who prefer club tennis without 
the pressure of formal matches there are 
our club sessions, which take place on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and 
Sundays. Members can also book the 
courts and play at other times and there are 
several regular doubles groups that play 
under this arrangement. 
 
Finally, we have our junior and adult 
coaching sessions with coach Jon Wills. 
Junior coaching is on Wednesdays, and 
adult coaching can be individual or in 
groups to fit in with Jon and the 
participants.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more 
please visit our website  
www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or 
phone membership secretary Laura Leigh 
on 01647 24259. 
                                                           

Sally Baldwin  

 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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WEDDING DRESSES EXHIBITION  
‘70 years of Weddings’ 
 
It was really lovely to see so many people 
in the church over the Jubilee weekend 
enjoying the beautiful flower arrangements 
and outfits. 
 
There were some wonderfully interesting 
stories about the dresses and families 
involved including the beautiful 1970s 
dress knitted by Abby Ford when she was 
17.  
 
Elspeth Holmes created a crown of flowers 
and a bouquet inspired by the Queen's 
wedding and the rest of the team, led by 
Wendy, created many displays and 
bouquets appropriate to each decade of 
the Queen's reign. 
 
Thank you to everyone who trusted us with 
their precious outfits, photographs and 
artwork and to all those who donated their 
time, resources, skills and enthusiasm to 
create such a joyful village event... and 
thank you to everyone who came and 
enjoyed it. 

Alison Toogood 
(See Photos Pages 29 & 61). 

 
THORVERTON  MATCH REPORTS 

Thorverton 2nds narrowly lose the 
Football Express final against HT Dons 
of Starcross. 
 
This is a truncated report, as I was 
working the gate, so was unable to fully 
watch proceedings! Thoverton felt 
aggrieved that a great clearance by Tobes 
Jeferson was adjudged by the linesman to 
have crossed the line, despite his 
clearance hitting the outside of the 
crossbar, making it difficult to argue a 
case for the ball having crossed the line. 
We now know how the Germans felt in 
1966. 
 
Still, it ends a good season for the 2nds 
and the 11 on the pitch put in a shift to be 
proud of despite the result. 

 
The management duo of Kallaway and 
Whitfield have the nucleus of a good side 
to make additions to, to attack division 6 
next season. 
 
We congratulate our opponents, who we 
suspect will enjoy a party into the night. 
 
Man of the match: Bradley Land 
 
Team: J Land, B Land, Jeferson, Williams, 

Pointing, Carbines, Pearce, Ridewood, 

Stoneman, Bastyan, Hawkins. 

 
Photo above 

Left to right, of Ben Mills 1st team 
manager and Jimmy Stevens 1st team 
assistant manager holding the trophy for 
coming runners up of the Devon & Exeter 
Football League, Premier division.  
 
We are looking for volunteers to help next 
season with amongst other things, taking 
pictures, and helping with social media so 
if anyone has an interest in sports 
photography, we would be pleased to hear 
from them.  

Paul Webb,  
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Friends of  
Wyndham House Surgery 

 
 

“All the lonely people.  Where do they 

all come from?” 

Eleanor Rigby, Lennon & McCartney 

 

Defining loneliness is difficult. The feeling 

of being on your own is subjective and we 

are all prone to short term variations in 

mood during which we have a more 

negative interpretation of our 

circumstances. However, research clearly 

shows that we underestimate how real, 

how prevalent and how significant true 

loneliness is. 

 

According to Age UK, more than 2 million 

people in England over the age of 75 live 

alone, and more than a million older people 

say they go for over a month without 

speaking to a friend, neighbour or family 

member. The fact that such loneliness 

affects health is not surprising.  However, 

the size of the affect is shocking. 

Loneliness is a predictor of the use of 

Accident and Emergency services and 

raises the risks for a variety of physical and 

mental conditions: high blood pressure, 

heart disease, obesity, a weakened 

immune system, anxiety, depression, 

cognitive decline, Alzheimer's disease, and 

even death. Poor social relationships are 

associated with a 29% increased risk of 

heart disease and a 32% increased risk of 

stroke. These are similar to the increased 

risks associated with smoking.   

  

The chances of being lonely do not differ 

because of age – loneliness is similarly 

common at all ages. However, the 

circumstances which increase the risk of 

loneliness do differ by age. For example, 

leaving education is a commonly 

vulnerable time for younger people 

whereas the death of a loved one, and the 

onset of illness and disability are more 

often times of vulnerability for older people. 

Surprisingly recent research has shown 

that almost one in four students are lonely 

most or all of the time. Social media means 

young adults are more connected but this 

does not counter their feelings of isolation; 

sometimes it sadly perpetuates them. 

Social activities are an essential 

component of successful approaches to 

tackling loneliness. Communities that are 

welcoming, attractive, feel safe and have 

amenities for all residents can help prevent 

people from becoming lonely. I think we are 

very lucky to live and work in such 

communities. The Friends of Wyndham 

House support a lot of local groups, the 

Room4U in Silverton is increasing the 

number of events it hosts and the SCENE 

booklet (on our website + copies at the 

surgery) is a reference library of regular 

activities.  

 So, there are opportunities; however 

lonely people find it hard to reach out. 

There is a stigma surrounding loneliness, 

and older people tend not to ask for help 

because they have too much pride. This 

requires people in the community to 

recognise that people are lonely and to 

invite them along, encourage them to join 

in. This requires compassion, empathy and 

understanding.  However, it could all start 

with a friendly smile, a simple ‘Hello, How 

are you?’, maybe to the person sitting 

beside you the next time you are in the 

surgery waiting room. 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 
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Legal Eagle 
 
This month, a cautionary tale of selling on 
eBay. The facts come from a plea for help 
made to Jill Insley, ‘Questions of Money’ The 
Sunday Times. The correspondent decided to 
sell on eBay an old jukebox on behalf of her 
mother. She placed a £95 reserve, and it was 
bought by a chap named Nick for £151.50. 
Once eBay had taken its fees, £131.81 was 
transferred to the correspondent’s account 
which she then transferred to her mother. So 
far, all well and good. 
 
Nick collected the jukebox from the home of 
the correspondent’s mother. A week later Nick 
asked for a refund, claiming that he had not 
received the item. The correspondent tried to 
contact Nick without success. Ebay ruled in 
favour of Nick and deducted £151.50 from the 
correspondent’s account which included an 
additional sum of £19.69 to cover postage, 
which the correspondent thought was odd, 
given that the item was collected. 
 
Ebay explained that it had ruled in Nick’s 
favour because the correspondent’s mother 
did not scan a QR code on Nick’s phone to 
verify the transaction when he was there. 
So, on the assumption that this was a scam, 
what, if any, criminal offences has Nick 
committed? The most obvious is Fraud by 
false representation s2 Fraud Act 2006.The 
section provides that a person commits the 
offence if he dishonestly makes a false 
representation and intends, by making the 
representation to make a gain for himself or 
another or to cause loss to another or to 
expose another to a risk of loss. 
If we look at the facts, Nick made a false 
representation in claiming that he had never 
received the jukebox, he did so in order to 
make a gain for himself, namely the repayment 
of the £151.50 that he had paid for the item 
and, given that by the standards of ordinary 
decent people his conduct would be regarded 
as dishonest, all the elements of the s2 
offence are satisfied.In addition to the s2 
offence, which as I say, is the most obvious, 
there is a possible theft charge which might be 
brought. Theft is defined in s1 Theft Act 1968 
as the dishonest appropriation of property 

belonging to another with the intention of 
permanently depriving the other of it. 
 
The money which the correspondent had in 
her eBay account amounted to a debt owed to 
her by eBay. The term ‘property’ when used in 
the definition of theft includes, ‘things in action’ 
i.e., things, the right to which can only be 
enforced by taking legal action e.g., a debt. 
When Nick sought repayment of the £151.50, 
eBay deducted the money from the 
correspondent’s account; causing this to 
happen amounted to an appropriation of the 
debt owed by eBay to the correspondent. 
Nick’s conduct would, I feel, be regarded as 
dishonest by the standards of ordinary decent 
people and the evidence suggests that he had 
the necessary intention to permanently 
deprive the correspondent of the monies owed 
to her by eBay. 
 
In Darroux [2018], the Court of Appeal 
advised that where the alleged stolen property 
is a thing in action, it may be more difficult for 
the prosecution to prove that the accused 
actually did something which could be seen as 
an appropriation of property belonging to 
another, prosecutors should use charges other 
than theft. The most obvious is the s2 Fraud 
Act offence referred to above, which has the 
advantage of there being no need to prove that 
the accused appropriated property belonging 
to another. 
 
Returning to the request for help made to Jill 
Insley, eBay was asked to review the matter 
and concluded that a fraud had been 
committed and refunded the money deducted 
from the correspondent’s account and 
removed Nick’s profile. 
 
The message, if selling on eBay and opting for 
“collect only” is to make sure that you get proof 
by scanning the buyer’s QR code or writing it 
down. Sadly, as far as I am aware, Nick has 
never been apprehended and brought to trial, 
an all-too-common experience, which 
suggests that as far as scamming is 
concerned, crime, all too often, does pay. 

 
Clive Hamblin 
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Goodbye to all that… 
 
is not only the title of Robert Graves’ account 
of his traumatic experiences in the First World 
War, it is my present experience, as it has 
been, of course, that of many of you now 
reading these lines.  
 
 The goodbye I am referring to is to driving a 
motor vehicle, and it is, sadly, adieu rather 
than au revoir.  My Age-Related Macular 
Degeneration, with its rapid acceleration over 
the last few months, has at last got the better 
of me and by the time you read this article I 
shall have handed in my licence to the DVLA 
for good.  So many friends and family 
members have told me over the years that due 
to failing eyesight they are unable to drive any 
more, and I have expressed sympathy.  Now it 
has happened to me.  After some 55 years at 
the wheel (not continuously of course) I have 
had to bite the bullet and acknowledge the fact 
that my increasingly blurred vision makes it 
potentially dangerous for me to carry on 
driving. Providentially, I am privileged to have 
a wife who drives and whose long-sighted 
vision has actually improved over the years, 
and so I shall not be without a means of 
transport.  
 
 As many before me have experienced, it is a 
life-changing decision.  The sense of loss is 
immense and leads to a time of mourning as 
in the case of a bereavement.  Many of you will 
identify with this.  However, it is naturally better 
to retire gracefully than to risk causing an 
accident or injury, or becoming one of those 
stubborn old folk who are a public danger on 
the road and whose relatives are permanently 
worried that they will come to harm.  I have 
read many accounts of family members 
‘shopping’ an elderly relative to a GP or the 
DVLA because said elderly relative insists on 
being on the public highway when they no 
longer should be. 
 
The Bible tells us that ‘Moses was a hundred 
and twenty years old when he died: his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force abated.’  No 
problems with the DVLA for Moses.   I rejoice 
with him and for him. I myself am more like the 
patriarch Isaac; in his old age, ‘his eyes were 
dim, so that he could not see,’ a disability that 

his crafty son Jacob traded on.  Staying with 
Old Testament characters, the sightless 
Samson – ‘Eyeless, in Gaza, at the mill, with 
slaves’ - proved despite his disability to be 
capable of bringing down a whole pagan 
temple and triumphing over his old enemies 
the Philistines at the moment of his death. 
 
In our own time we have David Blunkett and 
Andrea Bocelli to remind us that sight 
impairment and even blindness can be 
overcome with extraordinary results.  I, of 
course, am not blind; I simply have a visual 
impairment for which there is no 
treatment, according to my consultant.  That 
does not mean nothing can be done.  On the 
contrary, the excellent charity 
 
 The Macular Society, of which I have become 
an enthusiastic member, promotes a whole 
range of practical helps and also engages in 
cutting-edge research as to the causes and 
treatment of the disease.  Who knows, there 
may well be a cure in a few years’ time.  Even 
now, a new drug has just been approved by 
NICE and was due to be available to the NHS 
from the end of June onwards.  So there is 
hope. 
 
The poet John Milton was very exercised 
about his blindness, and mused about what 
God continued to require of him in his ‘light-
denied’ state.  He concluded his poem: ‘They 
also serve who only stand and wait.’  I suspect 
I shall do a lot of standing and waiting from 
now on. 
 
One practical point in closing.  I must ask 
people in the village to forgive me if I appear 
to ignore them, especially if we happen to find 
ourselves on opposite sides of the road.  It will 
simply be that I am unable to distinguish your 
features from a distance.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 

Maurice Harrison 
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Sunnymead Gas Up 2022 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The 19th Sunnymead Gas Up, held at Raddon 
on 8th May this year, raised £3,767.94 for 
Devon Air Ambulance!  As they had had to 
cancel the last two years’ events due to the 
pandemic, people were keen to flock back to 
the Lee family home, with the extra incentive 
of wonderful weather.    
 
There were tractors, motorcycles, some Minis, 
a Morris Minor, an Austin 35, and an Austin 7.  
There were eight Mazda MX5s, some with 
their hoods down as it was so warm and sunny.  
Barry Wheaton’s 1955 yellow California from 
Tedburn St Mary, number 10 of a limited 
edition of 300, was also there, and several 
stationary engines chugging away.  
 
There were tractor and trailer rides for all the 
family, and rides on the miniature railway 
which had been set up by the Exeter and 
District Model Engineering Society.  The tank 
engine had been made in Malawi by railways 
apprentices and ran on their 100 ft long 
portable track.   
 
There were several plant and bric-a-brac 
stalls, and a very busy barbecue.  There were 
hot and cold drinks and cakes, and the burgers 
and bacon baps were so popular that 
emergency supplies had to be collected from 
the farm shop, and several hundred were 
enjoyed. 
 
All being well, the 20th Gas Up will take place 
in May 2023, so watch out for the posters. 
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TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers & Trampers 

 
Saturday 11th June 
The weather was very kind and although 
sunny there was a breeze that kept down the 
heat which was very pleasant for walking. 
 
We started our walk at the Sharpham Estate 
car park just outside the village of Ashprington 
in the Dart Valley.  Ashprington was recorded 
in the Domesday Book as the Manor of 
Aisbertona and until 1940 belonged to the 
Shapham estate. 
 
The walk started with a long descent down to 
river level with views over the river Dart but 
what goes down must go up and the next leg 
was an ascent to a crest where we stopped for 

a 

well earned coffee break with  
chocolate covered biscuits (not Leibniz as 
others apparently were available). The seats 
for the break are quite unique and constructed 
from large posts with a horizontal seat 
attached.  They are ideally placed for 
magnificent views across the Dart Valley.  At 
this place there is ‘Totnes Life Cairn’ which is 
a memorial to ‘Honour and grieve extinct 
species’, which was erected in 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Due to the nature of the grassland and flora 
here Jenny was in her element hunting insects 
and she did spot meadow brown and lacewing 
butterflies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We continued our walk through woods on the 
ridge until we descended into Totnes and sat 
by the river for lunch.  Having been well 
fortified we started or journey back this time we 
stayed at river level through shady woods until 
we arrived at the bottom of the long incline 
back up to the car park.  Always remember if 
the walk starts by going downhill it finishes  
uphill. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here endeth a very pleasant walk. 
 

Nick Bright 
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          (Photos Russ Clarke) 
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   70TH JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS - THORVERTON VILLAGE CENTRE     (Photos John Spivey) 
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   70TH JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS - THORVERTON VILLAGE CENTRE     (Photos John Spivey) 
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‘THE QUEENS HEAD’  -  ARTWORK BY THORVERTON PUPILS       (Photos Russ Clarke) 
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Nature Notes 
 
In May my daughter treated me to a trip to 
Bwlch Nant yr Arian Forest Visitor Centre, near 
Aberystwyth run by Natural Resources Wales. 
We took the 3-mile Ridgetop walking trail 
around the mountainside and forest. We 
encountered Cercopis vulnerata the black-
and-red or red-and-black froghopper, several 
small heath butterflies, a white ermine moth 
and a common heath moth, a day flyer. This is 
the common heath moth taken by my 
daughter. It frequents acid heathland, 

mountain tops, moors and grassland. It is 
found in Devon, but I have not seen it here. 
 
 
 
We arrived back at the visitor centre for the 
daily feeding at 3pm (2pm in winter) of 100 or 
so red kites around the lake, a memorable 
experience. We were curious about a plant 
growing a lot near the lake on site, that looked 
very similar to wood avens but its flowers are 
larger and the plant in general more bushy. I 
googled images on the internet and 
discovered it is Geum macrophyllum, large-
leaf avens, an introduced species from either 
North East Asia or North America. Within the 
UK most of these plants are found in Wales. 
Talking of red kites, I’ve had more reports of 
local sightings and saw one myself circling 
above Rixaford Cross on Saturday 4th June. 

 
At 2.45 on the morning of 31st May (another 
sleepless night) I was rewarded by seeing a 
wonderful shooting star whose tail of silver 
disappeared in an instant. It was from the Tau 
Herculid meteor shower. 
 
Outside our front gate on that same morning, I 
found a dead young stoat, such a pretty 
looking mammal. Whether knocked by a car or 
got at by some creature one will never know. 
 
I am sorry to say on the night of 4th June 
around 10.30pm I was driving home on a 
backroad from Crediton with my daughter 
when a roe buck ran out in front of us. Despite 
performing an emergency stop we collided. 
Within seconds he was up and ran off and 
appeared to be alright but I suspect at least he 
will be bruised and I hope no worse. 
 
A Year Ago – July 2021. 
Having just had a mini heat wave in June with 
Exeter reaching 32 degrees Celsius on 17th, 
cast your mind back to July 2021. A spell of 
warm weather started on 13th caused by an 
Azores High. The temperature was scorching 
on 17th, reaching 29C on 19th and 20th. The 
Met Office issued an amber weather warning 
due to the heat alone. The heat lasted until 
23rd. During this time, I remember sitting in the 
garden of an evening watching evening 
primrose flowers literally pop open. There was 
a storm during the night of 23rd, rain and wind 
ripped leaves off trees. The heat returned a 
few days later then Storm Evert was named for 
29th with Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly one 
of the most affected areas. Boats were 
dragged from moorings, tents damaged and 
many completely blown down.         
 
The Hedge. 
Last month I started a new section on a piece 
of hedge on my normal walking route from 
home. I have four plants to add to the verge list 
as they are now in flower and identified as 
bush vetch Vicia sepium , meadow vetchling 
Lathyrus pratensis, soft rush Juncus effuses, 
ragwort and wood or common avens Geum 
urbanum. I have struggled to identify grasses 
on the verge and one I now know is Yorkshire 
fog. On 7th June on one of the spindle plants in 
the hedge were spindle ermine moth larvae 



Focus on Thorverton  36   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

within their web. The larvae will have 
disappeared by the time you read this.  
 
A to Z  Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle
  
I think I can say that everyone knows what a 
stinging nettle looks like and has probably 
experienced its irritating sting. In early spring 
its young growth will sting young dogs’ 
footpads making them do a little jig. Stinging 
nettle leaves can be cooked and eaten and 
also cover the outside of Cornish Yarg cheese. 
Stinging nettle is also a valuable foodplant of 
moth and butterfly larvae and other insects. 
The most obvious larvae you will come across 
on nettle leaves are peacock and small 
tortoiseshell butterfly especially when they 
feed gregariously when young surrounded by 
their spun webs.  
 

  Jenny Garne. 
01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

 

OUR FARM 

Ratcliffe Farm, June. 
 
The family of Swifts have returned, screaming 
through the sky at top speed. There is a gap 
between two stones about the size of a playing 
card just under the eaves of the thatch. This is 
where they go into nest, it’s the third year 
they’ve come. They swoop into the yard and 
over the house and around the barns, a group 
of 5 with their distinctive screeching noise, 
they are the Spitfires of the bird world!  
 
We cut grass for silage, it was turned the next 
day and baled into round bales the day after. 
We have a contractor to bale it, we then load it 
on a trailer and bring it back to the yards where 
it is wrapped and stacked by the same 
contractor. There were about 70 big round 
bales, we will feed this to sheep and cattle in 
the winter. We also cut a meadow for hay, this 
we turned for three days, and then baled it 
ourselves into little bales. They were all put on 

trailers that evening and unloaded the next 
day. There were about 400 little bales of 
beautiful meadow hay which we’ll use for the 
ewes just after they lamb in March, and when 
they first go out to grass next spring. We have 
another 10acres of grass to cut for silage this 
month, and we will make some more little 
bales of hay later in the summer. 
 
In November 2021 Michael bought some cattle 
privately to let grow on and fatten out in the 
winter of this year. By March one was showing 
signs of being in-calf. She was always rather 
wild when she was in the shed, we turned her 
out with other young stock in April. When she 
did calve a few weeks ago we left her alone for 
a few days and didn’t go in the field unless we 
carried a stick. When all the cattle came in for 
a TB test (which was clear thank goodness) 
we were able to catch the calf and tag it whilst 
the cow was in a different pen calling for it. She 
is still very protective, and I wouldn’t walk 
between her and her calf in the field, even if 
they were 20yds apart! 
 
We dipped our sheep this June, we haven’t 
dipped sheep for 20years! There is now an 
injectable medicine that is supposed to kill all 
internal and external parasites with one annual 
injection.  This winter we thought we had got 
sheep scab in the flock, everything had been 
injected so we couldn’t really believe it. We 
had the vets come and take skin scrapings and 
they confirmed it was scab. It seems that some 
strains of scab have become resistant to the 
injection!  So we dipped all our sheep, from old 
rams to baby lambs with good old “organo-
phosphorus” dip solution, 1,135 head in total. 
 
Oh! haven’t the sheep thanked us for it !! They 
really suffered with scab; the baby lambs the 
worst. We will dip again in the autumn. 
 
Sheep Scab?? it’s an external parasite, very 
contagious, and the sheep itch and scratch all 
the time. Think head lice that won’t go away.  
 

Tina Ayre 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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The Joy of the Simple Life 
 

The holiday season is upon us. Many families 
are packing their suitcases and heading for the 
airport. From here in Thorverton this involves 
setting off in the middle of the night to arrive at 
the airport at least 3 hours before the flight 
departs. Finding car-parking (at hopefully, less 
than exorbitant cost). Waiting in line (a very 
long line if recent news reports are to be 
believed) for a) check-in (worry that the case 
is overweight), and passport control (that 
assumes your passport   has arrived in time 
from the understaffed passport office, and is 
not just valid but remains valid for 3 or 6  
months plus the length of your holiday) b) 
security checks (including removing your 
shoes and pouring away your water, then 
queuing again to buy more water), c) waiting 
in line to get on the aircraft via the air-bridge 
..etc. No thanks, this doesn't make a happy 
holiday, it just increases your stress levels.  
 
At one time, long long ago, the experience of 
getting seated on an airplane and flying off to 
another country was pure exhilarating 
pleasure, looking down on fields, woods, lakes 
and rivers and if the journey was to N. 
America, icebergs breaking off the Greenland 
coast. This part of flying is still enjoyable but 
only after the stressful time spent arriving at 
your cramped seat.  
 
Travelling by car within Britain avoids some of 
this stress until the overcrowded roads 
increase your travel time and when you enter 
a town and cannot find a parking spot 
anywhere near your destination. You are 
forced to use a paid parking slot which 
involves battling with a computerised parking 
meter...enter your reg number (go back to the 
car find out what it is), choose coins (don't 
have the right change), try to read the 
instructions (written, illegibly, in 8 or 6 point 
font), put card in machine and push button too 
early and get a ticket with zero time on it 
(twice), repeat, this time wasting time looking 
for card in wallet (forgetting it was already in 
the machine), kick the machine (hurt toe), 
eventually succeed getting a printed ticket (but 
get charged £2.50 for 2 hours when I only 
wanted £1.25 for 1 hour)...Note: this 15 minute 

battle with the parking meter in Crediton is all 
completely true ...without exaggeration. 
 
A L T E R N A T I V E L Y.....If you holiday at 
home, many advantages become 
obvious..you can stay in bed as late as you like 
and even have breakfast in bed, your usual 
choice of food is in the kitchen cupboard 
(without having an argument with a waiter that 
this not the cereal you had asked for) . You 
probably have your car parked outside (don't 
get me started on the problems which arise in 
trying to obtain the hire car you ordered at the 
foreign airport and then get charged a second 
time for the insurance which turns out to not 
cover the scratch on the boot-lid which was 
already there) ready to go anywhere you 
fancy. Your computer is already linked to WiFi 
(avoiding a search for the correct code from 
the hotel manager, only to be told that it is 
printed in the unread spiral-bound booklet on 
the dressing table back in your room). You will 
be able to find your favourite programs on the 
TV (this avoids cursing that you neglected to 
set record for the final sixth part of the murder-
mystery on Channel 4). Your mobile phone will 
not attract a huge bill at the end of the holiday. 
And how is it possible that they (the tiny cafe 
overlooking the bay) can charge 89 euros for 
a couple of drinks and a sandwich? Probably 
because they are not looking for repeat 
customers...just a large profit and they saw 
you coming! 
 
Your (late) morning walk passes familiar 
locations (rather than hunting for a map and 
trying decipher the foreign signposts which 
seem to be in a different language to the map)  
and you meet friends (instead of wondering 
exactly how to greet the inhabitants of your 
holiday resort – only to find that coincidently 
they are English from within 20 miles of your 
home.)* 
        *Note: we once met Brian and Mary Trump 
walking down the main street in Funchal on Madeira. 
 
You literally have all the home comforts 
(instead of a bare hotel or rental property 
bedroom from which all the books have been 
removed due to Covid-19 restrictions). You do 
not have to worry if the pickup for the return to 
the airport will a) remember to collect you and 
b) get to the airport with sufficient time for you 
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to go through all checks etc. before the flight 
departs..and which currency do you need to 
use for departure tax. Also no need to worry on 
how are you going to get from the car-hire 
drop-off to the airport (inevitably just too far for 
walking to be a possible option and the half-
hourly shuttle-bus has just left). And finally the 
worry that you may be stranded in your choice 
of foreign country because your airline has 
insufficient staff or fuel or airspace (because 
the air corridor is full due to war in Ukraine). 
This happening as I write this and some 
families have been unable to get home for their 
children to return to school after the half-term 
break. 

 
John enjoying the simple life 
Photo by Ros Brimacombe 

 
The Simple Life allows you to choose exactly 
what you want for all your meals and you do 
not need to pay corkage on your favourite 
wine. You can prevent your plants from drying 
up by watering them. If your strawberries are 
ripe you can eat them (instead of arriving 
home after a stressful flight to find them over 
ripe or eaten by slugs). Your dog will be 
delighted to be taken on his twice daily walks 
(and you won't be worried about how they are 
getting on in the kennels). You can find a local 
garden or park to visit..and drive there using 
only the back roads. 
 
I'm sure we can all think of many other benefits 
of staying at home and enjoying your own 
garden and local area. Thorverton Millennium 
Green has more than a mile of easy-walking 
paths and there are 13 seats to sit on...have a 
picnic by the stream. The Simple Life has 

much to recommend it..but if you are stressed 
about going back to work at the end of your 
home-stay holiday, you can always start 
planning  r e t i r e m e n t...  
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS whether you travel away 
or stay at home ...for the Simple Life. 
 

John Spivey 
 
 
 

History Society 
 

A virtual walk around Thorverton 
By Ian Stoyle 
 
Society member Ian stepped in at the last 
minute as a replacement speaker. He last 
gave this talk about 7 years ago. In earlier 
times it was an actual walk around the village 
but it proved to be difficult as the group spread 
out and the inclement weather. 
 
He started by showing an image of Thorverton 
river bridge being demolished in 1795. The 
painting was done by a local vicar who earlier 
had described the village as a mean straggling 
town he had ridden through. There is a very 
good photo in the Exeter Inn of the demolition 
of a later bridge when the current bridge was 
being constructed. 
 
The earliest existing map of the village was 
done in 1815 by Coldridge for the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners who owned the 
village and the surrounding lands. Court 
Barton was the largest farm in the area. The 
basis shape of the village remained virtually 
unchanged until the last 50 years. 
 
Starting our walk at the Womens Institute hut 
we make our way to Cleaves Steps via 
Cleaves Close which was constructed in the 
1950’s. Cleaves Steps replaced an earlier 
footpath and needed to be named so that 
MDDC would keep the area clean. Then onto 
the Drill Hall, now renamed Courbert Close. 
This was the centre for the District Yeomanry 
and their firing range can be seen on early OS 
maps. The Barliabins footpath takes us past 
the field where the recent archaeological 
excavations took place. This is where a very 
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old churt hand axe was found by a local 
historian, and it was donated to the RAMM in 
Exeter. 
 
Coming out into Dark Lane you have a lovely 
view of the church and the burial ground. 
Turning northwards down Dark Lane you will 
find the reservoir built in 1854 to provide 
cleaner water for the villagers following an 
outbreak of cholera. The water was fed into the 
gutters or leats in Dinneford Street and Bullen 
Street. The work was done by Thomas Milford 
who was paid just under £18 for labour and 
materials. 
 
At the bottom of the hill you can find the sheep 
dip. This was still in use up to the late 1960’s. 
The site was very overgrown in the past but 
was cleaned up by the parish council. Prior to 
the sheep dip, this was the site of the village 
poor house and a charity school for about 80 
children. In the stream you can see the fender 
that was used for flushing the stream. Locals 
would empty their chamber pots and dispose 
of other refuse in the stream. A barrier was 
lowered into the stream to build up a head of 
water and then released to flush it all away and 
out of the village. This stream is known locally 
as the Jordan but there is very little written 
evidence to support the name. 
 
Turning back towards the centre of the village 
we pass the garage (now Victoria 
House),where you could buy petrol as well as 
get your car fixed. 
The war memorial records the names of men 
and one woman  who lost their lives during the 
last two world wars. Dorothy White was a 
nurse and is the only woman recorded on a 
memorial in Devon. The memorial is fairly 
unique in that the names are recorded 
alphabetically and according to rank.  
 
The church naturally has much history and 
reminders of local people of the past. Some of 
the stained glass windows were installed in the 
memory of a lost loved one and a fuller history 
can be found from the leaflets available in the 
church.  
 

Opposite the church is the old Bell Inn which 
closed some years ago. Next to the health 
centre was the shop of Edwin Short. Here you 
could buy grocery, clothing, stationery, coal 
and coke. Next to this was a saddlers and 
opposite was Wardles Stores. This is now a 
private home but in the past was a bakery as 
well as a general store. 
 
We go past the Berry Dairy to the Jubilee  
Green. At one time this had railings around it 
to stop children and dogs from going there. 
The railings were removed in the late 1960’s. 
There were cottages fronting onto the steam 
but they were weakened by the 1875 flood and 
then demolished. A fir tree was planted in the 
jubilee green in 1887 to commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria but became 
too large for the site so was removed in 1946. 
 
Beside the green is Bridge House, once the 
home of William and Joan Prouse but more 
recently the May family who ran the butchers 
shop for many years  
As Ian was running out of time he finished up 
with Acorn Cottage in Milford Lane. This is the 
only house in Devon built using cob bricks. 
The old Post Office has a blue plaque and was 
the home of the Cummings family from 1870 
to 1974. The lamps at the Exeter Inn came 
from the old Exe Bridge in Exeter 

Robert Turner 
 

 

The Village Green 
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TARTS Dartmoor Walk  
 

On a lovely morning in late-May 8 walkers 

drove to Bennet’s Cross, near to the Warren 

House Inn on Dartmoor. From this old 

boundary marker we headed along the Two 

Moors Way across the moor to Hookney Tor. 

This was the place for a coffee stop before we 

proceeded down to Grimspound. 

 

 
 

At Grimspound are the remains of 24 round 

houses dating back to the Late Bronze Age 

(1450-700 BC), surrounded by a circular wall 

some 150 metres in diameter. The houses 

(photo of one below) would not originally have 

been much higher than they are now, covered 

with conical roofs of turf or thatch.  

 

From there we headed down to Headland 

Warren farm, where we were watched by this 

rather lovely alpaca: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

From Headland Warren we went along the 

valley with its strip lynchets which would have 

been used by medieval farmers to maximise the 

land available to support crops, implying that 

the land was far more intensively farmed then 

than it is now. We came at the perfect time of 

year, with the lynchets covered in bluebells. 

Close to the present farmhouse at Challacombe 

are the remains of some medieval houses, 

including a longhouse. 

 

The next point of interest along this walk was 

to see the remains of mining activity from two 

of the largest and most productive tin mines on 

Dartmoor in the early-19th century. We were 

fortunate to have Ian Walton with us to tell us 

about the buddles. 

 

At about this point I was starting to get a bit 

worried because my pre-walk sales pitch had 

promised that we would hear cuckoos, but so 

far none had been detected. Fortunately though, 

soon after we had passed the mines we heard 

one, and then another. That brought us nicely to 

our lunch stop, where we were able to enjoy the 

peace of this beautiful area. 

 

 
 

Finally, we climbed uphill towards the cars, 

taking the opportunity to quench our thirst with 

drinks at the Warren House Inn. This inn served 

miners in the 19th century and today it ably 

served us, making a lovely end to our walk. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Shakespeare for students 

 
 

Henry IV Part 1 

(First Part) 

The play is a portrait of the land that 
Shakespeare knew and loved, and it has three 
threads. 

The first is of kingship and the country’s 
welfare, and the leading characters are an 
anxious King Henry and his wilful and wayward 
heir, Prince Hal. The second tells of the brilliant 
young warrior, Hotspur (great name!) who lived 
for military glory and died of it. The third thread 
is of Prince Hal’s dissolute companions and of 
that wonderful fellow, Sir John Falstaff. All three 
threads combine to make a magnificent play. 

For reasons of space, I intend to focus on just 
the third thread. Prince Hal’s favourite 
companion is a fat old knight. Sir John Falstaff 
is the most famous of the Bard’s comic 
creations, and rightly so. He is hugely fat, 
completely outrageous, a drunkard, a coward 
and a thief, and it is small wonder Prince Hal 
and others, including ourselves, cannot resist 
him. He is so charmed at being alive, so 
delighted with himself and his own disgraceful 
activities, and such a magnificent realist in a 
world given to self-deception that he sweeps 
through what might have been an orderly play 
to turn everything upside down without ever 
caring. He is his own man, determined to go his 
own sweet way. He may be a bad influence on 
the future king, but he has a wonderful 
influence on the play. 

 

Falstaff and Hal tease each other endlessly. 
Falstaff believes that he is a virtuous individual 
who has been ruined by bad company, and 
while he is willing to forgive Hal for misleading 
so good, so fat and so old a man, he does feel 
that the Prince should at least admit his sins. 
“Thou hast done much harm upon me, Hal; 
God forgive thee for it! Before I knew thee, Hal, 
I knew nothing, and now am I, if a man should 
speak truly, little better than one of the wicked.” 

The Prince suggests they commit a small 
robbery together, and Falstaff lapses into his 
normal tone of voice. “Zounds, where thou wilt, 
lad.” Hal points out there seems to be a little 
inconsistency here, and Falstaff looks at him in 
wide-eyed innocence. “Why Hal, ‘tis my 
vocation, Hal, ‘tis no sin for a man to labour in 
his vocation.” 

The robbery is to take place early next morning, 
when the rich merchants pass Gads Hill on 
their way to London. The plan has been 
suggested by a friend named Poins, and when 
the Prince is doubtful about joining it, Poins 
promises Falstaff he will persuade him. Falstaff 
removes his bulk from the room, and as soon 
as they are alone, Poins tells the Prince his real 
plan. This is to disguise themselves, waylay 
Falstaff after the robbery, and take the stolen 
money away from him.  The Prince is delighted 
with the idea, but as soon as Poins leaves, his 
thoughts turn to the realities of his position. As 
the son of the King, he does not intend to spend 
much more of his time in taverns. He is ready 
to behave as a prince should. 

Once engaged in the robbery, Falstaff gets into 
difficulties. He loses his horse, and the idea of 
moving even a few steps on foot is 
unendurable to him. He complains bitterly to 
the unheeding dawn, and only manages to hold 
his tongue when rich travellers approach. Then 
Falstaff surges to the attack with the vast 
enthusiasm he puts into everything. “Down with 
them, cut the villains throats; ah, whoreson 
caterpillars! bacon-fed knaves! they hate us 
youth: down with them… What! ye knaves, 
young men must live.” The Prince and Poins 
take no part in this stirring action, but as soon 
as the gang starts to divide the gold, they 
descend upon them in disguise and take it 
away with no difficulty at all. 
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Falstaff arrives to tell his two friends exactly 
what he thinks of them for not helping with the 
robbery: “There lives not three good men 
unhanged in England, and one of them is fat 
and grows old… A plague of all cowards.” 
Poins indignantly denies he is a coward, and 
Falstaff agrees this may be so, “but I would give 
a thousand pound I could run as fast as thou 
canst.” Falstaff then launches into a spirited 
description of the battle at Gads Hill.  

 It was a magnificent battle, and it gets more so 
by the minute. More and more men spring up 
in the fertile field of Falstaff’s imagination, and 
the Prince listens to him gravely.  “Pray God 
you have not murdered some of them.” “Nay 
that’s past praying for,” says Falstaff and 
surges on with his bloody tale.  He finally ends 
up with eleven foes in buckram and three in 
Kendall-green, and then just as the balloon of 
his imagination is soaring to its giddiest height, 

the Prince unkindly shoots it down by telling 
exactly what happened at Gads Hill.  

Falstaff is trapped by that uncomfortable 
commodity, the truth, and everyone waits to 
see how he will get out of the hole he has 
enthusiastically dug for himself. But Falstaff is 
capable of rising above mere facts, and he 
remarks beamingly to the Prince that of course 
he recognised him.  “What, is it for me to kill the 
heir apparent? … I am as valiant as Hercules, 
but… The lion will not touch the true Prince. 
Instinct is a great matter. I was a coward on 
instinct. I shall think the better of myself and 
thee during my life; I for a valiant lion, and thou 
for a true prince. But, by the Lord, lads, I am 
glad you have the money.” 

…. To be continued 

Andrew Hoellering 
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Electric Vehicle Charging Points  
In April, Thorverton Parish Council decided to 

seek the views of parishioners on the possibility 

of installing charging points for Electric 

Vehicles (EVs). The survey ran through May 

and elicited a good response of 91, mostly 

through people completing and returning the 

hard copy forms, although some were also 

received online. 

A summary of the results for each question is 

shown in the next column. There were also a 

number of comments, which were considered 

by the Council when it reviewed the results at 

its June Council meeting. 

 

Not unexpectedly, less than 7% of respondents 

said that they currently own an EV, although a 

further 57% did say that they would or might 

get an EV within the next five years. For just 

over three-quarters of respondents, the current 

lack of an EV charging point was not seen as a 

barrier to buying an electric vehicle, indeed 

many commented that they expected to be able 

to charge at home, although a few did point out 

that home charging was not a realistic option.  

 

Almost 80% of respondents felt that a charging 

point was a service that should be available in 

Thorverton, even if they did not expect to make 

regular use of it themselves; indeed, 57% of 

respondents did not think that they would be 

likely to use a publicly available charging point. 

 

Although respondents were generally 

supportive, there were several concerns 

expressed, in particular: 

-  that charging points might be using Council 

Tax to fund a service that was more likely to be 

of benefit to the richer residents; 

-  that the Quarry Car Park was already rather 

busy; 

-  that we should not be discriminating in favour 

of electric vehicles; 

-  that the charging time would be too slow. 

 

In considering the results, the Parish Council 

felt that there was sufficient interest to warrant 

investigation of the likely costs and benefits of 

installing charging points. As one of the 

possible locations for charging points would be 

the Memorial Hall Car Park (the other being the 

Quarry Car Park), councillors agreed that there 

should also be discussion with the Memorial 

Hall committee. 

The Council was very grateful to villagers for 

taking the time to complete the questionnaire 

and is committed to keeping people well 

informed of any developments. 

 
Neville Lane 
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Puzzles 
Congratulations to Sue Renison and Ian Stoyle for 

managing to complete what I thought was a near-

impossible Su Doku puzzle last month. It was quite a 

surprise that Ian completed this as it was actually a 

variation of a puzzle in a German booklet that he had 

given to me a couple of years ago (Die schwierigsten 

Sudokus der Welt: Sudoku maximal), when he said that 

they were just too difficult! 

 

a) Su Doku 

 

This month’s first puzzle is also a variation from one in 

the “most difficult” booklet. I have also put a slightly 

more achievable one (from a different source) below it. 

As always, each horizontal and vertical line and each 

3x3 square must contain each of the numbers from one 

to nine:  

  2   5  4  

4  7   6    

3 1  4   6   

  1  7  2  3 

 8 6 2      

         

1      3   

     9  6  

   1 3   5 7 

 

5 7 3 4    2  

    2  3  5 

  2   3    

7      4 8 9 

         

1 6 9      7 

   3   2   

6  4  1     

 3    8 7 9 6 

 

b) Futoshiki 

 

Fill in the blank boxes so that each row and column 

contains the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The symbols tell 

you whether the number is larger (>) or smaller (<) than 

the number in the box next to it. 

 

 <  <      

 

 

 

   

 

 <
 

  4     >  

        

<
 

       >  

      

 

  

         

  <
    <
   

         

 

 

c) Spinning rackets 

 

I try to play tennis regularly. We usually have a “perfect 

eight” on a Thursday morning (ie enough of us to be 

able to play doubles on each of the two courts at Newton 

St Cyres). However, on one recent morning we had just 

seven after someone had had to leave injured (I think 

that it might have been you, Andrew, but glad to hear 

that you have recovered). Two would only continue as 

part of a four, so that left the other five to decide which 

two would make up the four and which three would play 

as a threesome on the other court. 

 

Are you following this so far? 

 

I suggested that we spin rackets to see whether three of 

us had the same.  In traditional fashion we call “rough” 

or “smooth” even though nowadays rackets are not 

often strung with rough and smooth showing. Can you 

tell me what the likelihood is of the split between rough 

and smooth being three-two (or two-three)? And what is 

the likelihood of having four consecutive spins where 

we failed to achieve a three-two (or two-three) split 

between rough and smooth? 

 

Happy puzzling.  

 

Neville Lane 
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Allotment for Rent 
The Parish Council still has one allotment plot (possibly more) in the village available for 

rent at a cost of £10 per year (plus a £25 refundable deposit). 
 

If you are interested in growing your own vegetables, fruit or flowers on an allotment, 
please contact the Clerk, 

 
Jim Roberts 07768 457590 or 01392 202692, or by email to  thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

for more information. 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY COACHING;  

CREATIVE WRITING SUPPORT 
Help from teacher of over 40 years' experience - university,  

college and school, TV, books and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of university examining –  

undergraduate and postgraduate 
 

ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 
GCSE English Language - a speciality 

John Kirkaldy,  
22 Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HP. 

 
Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601   Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  
Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)             edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust    Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
                                                          By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk               Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
    Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 
    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw, 
    Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                          Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                          Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
Thorverton Millennium      

Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
   Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  
   details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
   Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
Bridge Club            Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 
            New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
                                    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                     Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 
 

Saturday Market    2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
                                     See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 
TMH  Committee   Chair: Russ Clarke 

Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 
Toddler Group           Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
     Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
      healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 2.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 
Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 

  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  

 
We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  
She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 
 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  
 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 
 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  
  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   
 Dunn 
  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   
  Nichols, Griffiths,  
 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  
 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  
 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  
 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 
 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our 
online repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
                                                                                                                                   

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  59   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

 

                        Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 
(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 
Emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:30 – 17:30 

 
Please note:  
Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-
Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our 
website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask.

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated 
otherwise.  
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondayloo
kup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of 
the village, but outlying parts may have 
different collection days) 
 
General refuse, recycling boxes and food 
caddy.  
    July 4th & 18th  
    Aug 1st ,15th & 30th (Tues) 
Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
    July 11th & 25th   
     Aug 8th & 22nd 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   
Every 4 weeks on Thursdays :  July 21st / Aug. 
18th / Sept. 15th / Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 

Union Flag-Flying Days in July 
None 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on 
road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches 
No.678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served 
on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 
from Broadlands and The Berry, 10.10 from 
Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter 
(via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Broadlands 
and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via 
Upton Pyne) at 10.48. Return on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus 
station. 
 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) 
service 55B:  
MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank 
Holidays): 
 
 

To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 
16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. 
This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 
17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 
station) from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 
18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 
To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via 
St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 
11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 
(Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not 
stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much 
every half-hour in each direction along the 
Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult 
Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of 
this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except 
Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days) 
 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 
14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 
To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 
13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for 
regular commuters, shoppers, children, 
students and jobseekers as well as one-day 
unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details 
from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 
664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or 
www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available 
at the Post Office.

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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          70 YEARS OF WEDDING DRESSES EXHIBITION       (Photo Russ Clarke) 
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