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Editorial 

 

 
Index

Despite all the recent celebrations, July 
has been a surprisingly busy month in the 
village starting with the Fun Day and Dog 
Show. There was air of fun and friendly 
competition to find the dog with the most 
waggy tail in the Dog Show, the fastest 
duck in the Duck Race and the child who 
could out-Whiz either of the extremely 
competent Whiz-Bangers!! 
 
We had a visit from the Bradninch Millars 
Morris Dance group which was quite 
difficult to explain to a lovely group of our 
Ukrainian visitors! 
 
The film night offering was ‘The Duke’ 
which was well received by all those who 
ventured out on the hottest of days. 
 
The Parish Council Open Spaces 
meeting was well attended and 
informative, setting the scene for some 
interesting developments to a number of 
outside spaces in the village. Do read the 
report from this meeting on Pages 2 & 3. 
 
The icing on the cake was definitely the 
Theatre on the Lawn with the very 
capable Cygnet Theatre company from 
Exeter University who performed an 
excellent interpretation of Shakespeare’s 
Twelfth Night. Well done Cygnet. 
 
Have you checked out Focus online yet? 
If not try Googling 
Thorverton Focus Magazine  
and download the PDF to your device. 
(Wait a few seconds and it will load!!) 
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Diary of Events 2022 
 
Please notify the Editor of additions or  
changes. Email:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  
or Russ Clarke on 860279. Details of most 
events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

 

 AUGUST  

TUE 2nd 

 

ALL ABOUT THE 
DEFIBRILLATOR  

WI HUT 2.30 

P7 

SAT 6th SILVERTON STREET 
MARKET 

P7 

SUN 7th PUDDING PARTY 

Thorverton Rectory 2.30 

P7 

MON 8th WELCOME CAFÉ 

WI HUT 2.30 

P7 

FRI 12th FILM NIGHT TMH 

Mothering Sunday 7.30 

Doors Open 6.45 

P4 

SAT 13th TMH BIG BREAKFAST & 
SATURDAY MARKET from 
9.30 

P4 

SAT 13th BRITISH LEGION CREAM 
TEA DELIVERY 

Contact 861136 

P12 

MON 15th WELCOME CAFÉ 

WI HUT 2.30 

P7 

MON 22nd WELCOME CAFÉ 

WI HUT 2.30 

P7 

SAT 27th WI SATURDAY MARKET 

& Coffee Morning 10.00 

P18 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thorverton  
Parish Council Update 
  
I am going to cheat a little when producing 
this month’s report and use the notes that 
your Parish Clerk, Jim Roberts, made of the 
Open Space meeting in the Memorial Hall 
last Thursday.  The PC was pleased to see 
so many there and to hear a good cross 
section of ideas.  Please remember that the 
S106 funds we discussed are not in the gift 
of the Parish Council; we are a consultee who 
can make representations on your behalf to 
MDDC and the Ward Councillor. 
  
Here are the notes made by Jim of the 
discussions that night: 
  
BARLIABINS could be established as a new 
peaceful area which might be 
especially significant given its location next to 
the new cemetery; funds would be needed to 
establish new trees to replace some that are 
diseased, as well as for path ways and 
seating areas. 
  
THORVERTON CRICKET CLUB has a plan 
to improve the facilities and equipment to 
welcome visitors to the club and be as 
inclusive as possible to non-players while the 
cricket side moves from strength to strength 
for all age groups. 
  
THORVERTON FOOTBALL CLUB has 
plans to improve their facilities as they have 
now been promoted to the highest possible 
level of local football.  They hope that some 
money can be spent on the RECREATION 
GROUND play equipment to upgrade the 
facilities; the PC explained to the meeting 
that much of the equipment is now very old 
and needs replacement. We have asked the 
children at the school what they would like to 
see and this has given us several new ideas 
– but remember that all playground 
equipment is very costly! As was pointed out 
the play area needs to be accessible for all 
abilities including wheelchair-users.  A fence 
to ensure the children’s safety was also 
suggested. 
  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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THORVERTON THROUGH TIME is a spin-
off from the Historical Society and aims to 
produce a walking booklet and website 
helping residents past and present to trace 
the detailed history of the village and its 
various buildings.  In the longer term TTT 
hopes to contribute to the fabric of the village 
to maintain/improve its charm. 
 
MILLENIUM GREEN Many ideas were 
suggested for the Green and beyond.  1.3 
acres of Church Commissioner’s land is for 
sale next to the Green and this could be 
bought for an orchard (one separate 
suggestion is for apricot trees to reflect the 
history of the area).  The extra land would 
make a path back to Silver St possible as 
Thorverton is thought to have the fewest 
miles of footpaths in Mid-Devon.  A natural 
shelter could be added to the Green to allow 
for rest, contemplation and chat.  Thinking 
beyond the Green itself more footpaths, 
perhaps along the edge of farmers’ fields 
could be added throughout the Parish, and 
trees planting could make use of small areas 
of agriculturally useless land. 
 
PUMP TRACK The most well-received idea 
was for a Pump Track (lots of us didn’t know 
either), which is an undulating track about 
1.5m wide for bicycles, scooters and similar 
to race against others or the clock.  This 
would probably need up to an acre of space 
but would fill the gap in provision of 
something for the 10- to 18-year-old age 
group. 
  
Just a reminder that the Parish Council is 
currently also working on 
  
EV CHARGING POINTS  Following on from 
the survey (which the Council recognise 
wasn’t entirely in favour) the costs and 
benefits are being weighed up. 
  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING is increasingly 
needed in Devon as house prices continue to 
spiral upwards.  The Council hopes to start a 
survey to judge the need in Thorverton and 
then see if a project is viable. 
 
 
  

 
NEW CEMETERY This project is now with 
solicitors and the sale of the land will 
hopefully be completed in a few weeks.  That 
will leave the access, boundaries and formal 
adoption of the site to be completed. 
  
The Parish Council can only get these 
projects off the ground with the support and 
help of the residents.  Many thanks to those 
who have left contact details to keep in 
touch.  If you would like to be included just 
email your contact details to the clerk – Jim 
Roberts, throrvertonpc@gmail.com, 07768 
457590 – or speak to any Councillor 
  
We have August off so the next PC Meeting 
will be on 13th September. 
  
A N D R E W   F O S T E R 
Thorverton Parish Council 
  
 

 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 

mailto:throrvertonpc@gmail.com
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THORVERTON  
MEMORIAL HALL 
 
July was a very busy month for the hall and it 
it was great to see the space being used for 
so many different activities. In addition to 
Pilates, sewing classes and Mother & Toddler 
groups, the school was able to use the space 
for some end of term learning and fun and 
there were several private parties to 
celebrate, a wedding and birthdays for adults 
and children. 
 
The Fun Day and Dog Show was blessed 
with good weather, in fact it was almost too 
hot, but the dogs and owners were well 
behaved and everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves. 
 
There was a very good turnout for the 
outdoor theatre where we enjoyed Twelfth 
Night by the wonderful Cygnet Theatre 
company based in Exeter University. The 
young, skilful cast brought a freshness to the 
story with only a few props with some great 
sound effects which provided some of the 
many humorous moments - plus well chosen 
music. Once again we were lucky with the 
weather and many people brought picnics 
and bottles with them to enjoy on the lawn, 
just like the ‘old days’! 
  
Looking forward to this month’s Film Night, 
on Friday 12th August we have the highly 
acclaimed film MOTHERING SUNDAY being 
shown in the hall. A sensuous portrait of the 
artist as a young maid, by the French director 
Eva Husson and based on the novel by 
Graham Swift. 
 
The heroine, Jane Fairchild (Odessa Young) 
is an orphan – now a maid employed in the 
Berkshire household of Mr and Mrs Niven 
(Colin Firth and Olivia Colman). Most of its 
action takes place on a single day - 30 March 
1924, the Mothering Sunday of the title, when 
maids would typically be given the day 
off.  Mr and Mrs Niven set off to go off to their 
neighbour’s house to celebrate the son’s 
engagement, but the truth is Jane and the  
 
 

 
neighbour Paul (Josh O’Connor) have been 
lovers for years. 
 
You can book tickets to see the film online 
at thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
 
Also this month the Big Breakfast and 
Saturday Market is on Saturday 13 August 
with stalls, books and brekkie, hope to see 
you there. 

 

      BOOK ONLINE TODAY 
        thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

 
 

TMH Trustees: 

Russ Clarke, Mike Baldwin, Mike Shelton, 

Jan Wills, Sarah Addicott, Dave Reygate, 

Jenny Reygate, Penny Wiles, Andrew 

Saunders,  Stephanie Shannon, Claire 

Heaven-Roberts, Colin Marshall. 

 

 

 

http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  5   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  6   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

 

 
Silverton Link Up  

 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham 
House Surgery  

Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery 
patients. 

 

If you have problems going to Health 
Appointments … surgery, hospital, opticians 
or dentists … Link Up may be able to help.  

Let us do the driving. 

  VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

for SILVERTON LINK UP                  
charity no. 1034252 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham 
House Surgery patients to healthcare 

appointments. In a rural area where public 
transport can be difficult you would find it 
most rewarding providing a vital lifeline to 

vulnerable patients.                                      
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one 
journey a week or as little as one a month, 

whatever suits.You would use your own 
vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed.                  

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 

If interested and for further information 
please contact Link Up coordinator:-     

Roger Higman, 07821718672           

roger.higman@icloud.com 

 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and 

banking services (inc. for business),             

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, 

online shopping returns, phone top-ups,        

gift cards, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

greetings cards, local postcards, notelets, 

posting and packing materials, photocopying + 

lots more      

Please keep supporting this vital local 

amenity 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

(Closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

(Closed 1.00 - 2.00    

                     Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs closed 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
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THORVERTON  W I  H U T 

Raddon Road 
 

The Hut is available for hire. 
 

For further details contact 
Sue Maguire – 01392 860631 

                  Welcome Café 
Every Monday 

 (except Bank Holidays) 

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
 

Tea, coffee, cake and company. 
Everyone welcome

 

                  Silverton Street Market 
                    Saturday, 6th August - 9am – 5pm  

with a 1920s theme. 
  

Stalls, lots to eat and drink, entertainment and fun for all ages.   
If you would like a stall go to the website https://silverton.org.uk/ and/or our  

social media channels 
 

(https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket) for more details.   
Any questions, please contact the Chair, Rich Osborne by email:  

 
silverton.streetmarket@gmail.co.uk 

https://silverton.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Silvertonstreetmarket
mailto:silverton.streetmarket@gmail.co.uk
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We are delighted to announce that Thorfest 
will be back this September 10th at the 
Thorverton Memorial Hall for the fourth 
time! Get the date into your diaries….  
 
The vast many of you that have been to the 
music festival before will know how much 
fun we all have, and what a great showcase 
it is for all of the terrific local musical talent 
we have here in Thorverton.  
 
The big marquee stage will return for 
eleven bands playing from 12 o’clock 
midday to 12 o’clock midnight, including a 
headlining spot for local lads Backbench 
Rebellion, who were all-conquering at the 
last Thorfest in 2019.  
 
There will also be additional music from the 
Live Lounge, for lower-key performances 
from very talented local acts. This will be 
situated by the outdoor barbecue and the 
Hall.  
 

 
 
 
 
Within the marquee bar you will find plenty 
of ales on offer from Hanlons and The Beer 
Engine lined up in the usual barrels. On the 
other side of the marquee we will have  
plenty of excellent cider provided by 
Sandford  
 
Orchards.  Lager, wines and spirits will be 
available within the Memorial Hall bar.  
 
The Thorfest Barbecue will be back 
providing burgers and hotdogs, with 
vegetarian options available. 
 
All beers, ciders, other drinks and all food 
to be paid for with tokens, as with previous 
festivals. These can be easily purchased at 
the front desk as you come into the 
Memorial Hall.  
 
As with all previous Thorfests, all profits 
that we make will be reinvested back into 
the village as well as local causes. So far, 
the festivals have collectively raised over 
£12,000 that has been used towards:  
 

➢ Primary School & Pre-School - new 

outdoor facilities, outdoor 

equipment, and the new library 

building 

➢ Memorial Hall – new kitchen, new 

bar area, and improvement of 

facilities  

➢ Thorverton village Christmas lights  

 
We are also looking for sponsors who wish 
to have their names attached to Thorfest to 
come forward. The costs of the festival are 
fully covered by our wonderful sponsors. A 
range of sponsorship packages are 
available.  Each sponsor will benefit from a 
sponsorship package to help them enjoy 
their day even more, so please get in touch.  
 
 
Can’t wait to see you there!!!   
Mark Welsh  
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History Society 

Prehistoric Archaeology in the 

Lowman Valley by Greg Chuter 

On Friday the 26th June we were treated to 
an exploration of the archaeology of the 
Lowman Valley in a chronological timeline all 
the way from the Ice Age to the Iron Age, 
establishing for many of us the surprising 
wealth of evidence that can be found on our 
doorstep. 

Greg Chuter, our speaker, has had an 
interest in archaeology from an early age and 
now works as the Senior Archaeologist for 
the Environment Agency in the Southwest. 
He helpfully identified and explained to us the 
range of techniques available to the modern 
archaeologist from the traditional field 
walking and post war aerial photography 
which has helped to identify many man made 
features in the landscape through to 
contemporary LIDAR (Light Detection and 
Ranging) and geophysical surveys which use 
magnetometry, resistivity and 
electromagnetic sensitivity to assist 
mapping. LIDAR is available to view on line - 
for assistance please 
see https://historicengland.org.uk/content/do
cs/research/using-ea-lidar- data-pdf/ 

As a tributary of the Exe, the Lowman, with 
its relatively small and narrow valley provided 
an important focus for man from the early 
Mesolithic, evidenced by the many small flint 
tools found in the area which indicate the 
movement of hunter gatherers. The era of 
post glacial warming encouraged this 
movement of people, as well as immigration 
and distinctly ‘British’ technology adaptions 
for land clearance, settlements and farming 
techniques. We start to see the appearance 
of causeway enclosures such as Henbury, 
burial sites, barrows and flint scatters in this 
river valley, rather than on higher ground. 
Fine examples of these exist in the aptly 
names Longbarrow Field on UpLowman 
Road and the Blundell’s Henge discovered in 
the school playing field evidencing a move 
towards circular monuments (for those 
interested see The East and Mid Devon River 
Catchments National Mapping Programme 
Survey) 

 

 

Into the Bronze Age, the manufacture of 
more effective tools encouraged an increase 
in both population and wealth as well as, 
unfortunately, the extinction of much of the 
native woodland that had once covered the 
area.  

Rounded burial mounds appear, found in 
Silverton (Babylon Lane) and in UpLowman 
and with the coming of the Iron Age, new 
tools and effective cutting blades reinforced 
the need for defensive sites as these 
encouraged dispute, trading (now with coin) 
and the prospering of elites. Two fine 
examples of such evidence are Huntsham 
Castle, an Iron Age Hill fort enclosure near 
the village of Huntsham, on a prominent hill 
overlooking the valleys of two separate 
tributaries to the River Lowman and also 
Cranmore Castle above Tiverton, a fort which 
overlooks the confluence of the Lowman and 
Exe and their forded crossings. 

 

This was a structured, lively and informative 
talk with exciting examples and even some 
hands-on evidence brought in by Greg to 
‘show and tell’ from his field walks prompting 
much interaction and discussion, greatly 
enjoyed by the members. Greg will hopefully 
be returning to enjoy our next speaker, Olaf 
Bayer, taking us through the Neolithic history 
of Thorverton at our next meeting and a field 
walk around Cadbury Castle, both in July. 

We break in August from our programme but 
look out for our new talks in Focus!! 

Recorded by Ann Marshall  

 
 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/research/using-ea-lidar-
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/research/using-ea-lidar-
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Church Services and News   
  SERVICES & INFORMATION AUGUST 2022 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 
Sunday 7 August Trinity 10   
09:30 am Holy Communion      Thorverton TC 
10:00 am Informal Gathering  Stoke Canon Lay 
Led & LF 
10:00 am Coffee & Conversation  Brampford Speke Lay 
Led 
10:30 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay 
Led 
11:15 am Informal Service   Cadbury Lay 
Led  
11:15 am Care of the Animals  Rewe Lay 
Led 
 
Sunday 14 August Trinity 11  
10:00 am Informal Service     Newton St Cyres  Lay 
Led 
11:15 am  Holy Communion                      Upton Pyne    TC 
03:00 pm Baptism Service     Brampford Speke  TC 
 
Sunday 21 August Trinity 12 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke  TC 
09:30 am Morning Prayer then Breakfast    Thorverton   Lay 
fed 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury   KR 
05:00 pm Holy Communion      Stoke Canon   TC  
 
Sunday 28 August Trinity 13  
09:30 am Holy Communion     Newton St Cyres  TL 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay 
Led 
 
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
   

Please note: There will be no Chattertots at Thorverton during August 
  
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 
homepage. 
 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking   LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister]  
   
TL Revd Tony Lane   KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter  MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org    
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, 
EX5 4AS 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:tim.collins@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Parish Letter  
 

In the footsteps of Saints 
 

August; school holidays; journeys.  Journeys to see 

family; journeys to explore; journeys to unwind; 

internal journeys from one mindset to another.  

Whatever the journey it challenges, changes one.  The 

new ideas, being infused with other customs and culture 

or pushing boundaries to try new things. 

 

The Celtic saints were keen on journeys.  Many 

accounts navigate happily between vision, miracle, 

myth and reality.  Why not?  Let the imagination roam 

too.  Journeys don't have to be external.  Miracles, and 

messages in the miracle, were noted.  St Brendan 
memorably set sail, with 14 monks and more faith than 

certainty, to “marvellous islands somewhere in the 

western ocean”.  He had no idea where, but he reckoned 

they'd be successful.  After an arduous pull on the oars, 

they landed their craft on a tiny island.  To their horror 

the tide came in and it sank – they had pulled up on an 

indignant whale.  Messages were writ big in those days 

and gave much food for thought.  Seven years and many 

adventures later they reached the Hebrides, a journey as 

much about inner spirit as outward achievement. 

 

Places named after these determined Celtic travelers 

and sowers of the word of God dot the Celtic landscape.  

Welsh St Teilo (Llandeilo – church of Teilo) traveled 

through Cornwall, where churches remind of his 

passing, to Brittany (Saint-Thelo).   In Brittany he 

calmed a grumpy dragon and joined St Sampson 

(Samson Island off Scilly, a parish in Guernsey) in 

planting 3 miles of fruit trees, still known as the groves 

of Sts Teilo and Sampson. Saint David/Dewi 

(Llanddewi) preached at Llanddewi Brefi, where a hill 

rose up under him as he did so.  Though as someone 

sourly remarked “who needs another hill in that part of 

Wales”. 

 

Other journeys come down to us as pilgrimages.  For 

Celts the pilgrimage was an adventure, a launch into the 

unknown in pursuit of - faith, a cure, a miracle, homage 

to a saint...  Many of these pilgrimages are still trodden.  

Thousands of mostly young people, many non-

Christian, go to Taize in France every year, where 

Brother Roger said, “I sense their thirst to find 

something in the Church as strong”.  If walking is your 

thing, but a 700-mile  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

trek to Santiago de Compostela seems a tad daunting, 

there is now a shorter pilgrimage at your back door – 

The Boniface Way.  It travels 14 miles from Holy Cross, 

Crediton, to Shobrooke, Newton and Upton Pyne 

Churches and via the University Chapel to Exeter 

Cathedral, perhaps in time for its musical tour de force, 

Evensong. Copious details of this and other Devon 

pilgrimages can be found on 

https://www.devonpilgrim.org.uk. 

 

Meanwhile, as the Celts journeyed, they sang, joining 

what they heard as nature's songs of praise around them 

– the roaring of the sea on rocks, the gushing of the river, 

the wind in the leaves, the birds in the trees – shouting 

their praise to heaven, their delight and gratitude at 

being alive.  For Celts Nature was as loved, vocal and 

equal as them.  So, it is apposite that a choir is doing a 

singing pilgrimage along the St Boniface Way.  If your 

journey permits, come and hear them at Newton Church 

at 12.30 on August 6th and/or Upton Pyne Church at 6.30 

on August 7th.  Either way – enjoy your journey! 

 

                                                                   Pita Burt  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.devonpilgrim.org.uk/
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The Joy of Teaching in Kenya 
John Spivey 
 
Teachers for East Africa (TEA) was an Anglo-
American initiative to improve the Education 
System in Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika 
(now Tanzania). The American teachers were 
supported by the Peace Corps and the UK 
teachers by the Department of Overseas 
Development. I was recruited to teach Physics 
(so I thought) at Kangaru School in Embu, a 
small town on the lower slopes of Mt Kenya, 
about 60 miles NE of Nairobi. So, in time for 
the start of the Autumn Term, and 3 months 
before Kenya achieved independence from 
UK, in late August 1963, we (along with a few 
dozen other teachers), flew to Kenya. This was 
my first time on an inter-continental flight and 
fortunately it was the turboprop Britannia plane 
flying at 3 miles high (rather than the new jets, 
VC10 and Comet, which were just coming into 
service and fly at twice the height). This meant 
that we could see the ground in much greater 
detail. The route was across Europe and then 
followed the Nile (where even the sail-boats on 
the river were visible), from the  Mediterranean 
to its source at Lake Victoria . We landed 
alongside the Lake at Entebbe Airport for 
refuelling and a lunch stop. The heat took my 
breath away as we descended the steps from 
the plane. We then flew on to land at the 
relatively cool Nairobi Airport at 5000ft above 
sea level. 
 
Upcountry Kenya has a close-to-ideal climate 
with the temperature staying mostly around 
the low 20s celsius. However, as it straddles 
the Equator, there are no long summer 
evenings as the sun sets before 6.30 pm..year 
round. Coastal Kenya, however, is much hotter 
and very humid..(when we played squash in 
Mombasa we used to agree to stop when the 
sweat got ankle deep!). 
 
After a few days of “Orientation” with helpful 
instruction in what we could expect at our 
schools, and what to do about domestic 
arrangements, including the hiring of a cook 
and a gardener. If you tried to go-it-alone and 
not hire anyone you would suffer continual 
harassment from the unemployed local 
prospective workers. During these few days in 

sunny Nairobi we managed to buy a Simca 
Aronde 1300cc car (from a departing ex-pat in  
 
 
the Education Department), which with many 
repairs and a huge number of tyres lasted us 
for the next 2 years. 
 
The 3 hour journey to Embu was an eye-
opener; the tarmac road finished after 15 miles 
and the remainder of the journey was on red-
dusty, unsurfaced and corrugated murram 
(which revealed a host of rattles in the car 
which were not there on the Nairobi tarmac. 
We were housed in a delightful, large 3 
bedroom bungalow on the edge of the school 
site. Attached to the bungalow was a small 
guest house which had been provided for Ian, 
the new Chemistry teacher who had flown out 
on the same plane. We gave him a lift as he 
had yet buy a car (he bought a Rover 90 the 
following week). Our communal garden 
stretched 50m down to the uncultivated 
scrubland to the south. On a clear day you 
could just make out, 170 miles away, 
Kilimanjaro 14000 ft higher than the Kangaru 
School land at a little over 5000 ft. 
 

 
 
During my first meeting with the headmaster it 
became clear, much to my surprise, that he 
was expecting a teacher of Maths, not 
Physics. After the first week or so, Phil, the 
American Physics teacher offered to exchange 
lessons so that I was able to take charge of 
what turned out to be relatively well-equipped 
laboratory. Although class sizes were large at 
36, discipline was not a problem. The pupils 
were all boarding in dormitories on the school 
compound and all had to pay what sounded 
like small fees...however this represented, in 
most cases, at least 50% of the family income. 
Financial help was often provided by the 
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extended family, so there was huge pressure 
on the pupils to behave and succeed in their  
 
exams. Also their ambition was to be 
employed in a non-agricultural job in Nairobi 
(and to own a shiny Mercedes!). They hated to 
be taught anything which they thought was not 
on the syllabus; they were not interested in the 
knowledge and scientific method, only the 
rewards that a good exam grade might bring.  
 

 
 
The Physics lab had an attached darkroom, 
which I made full use of to print b&w photos of 
the wildlife etc. Photography was very 
expensive then and much less impressive than 
the products of a cheap mobile phone now. 
The walk from home to lab was 2 mins, so no 
time was lost in the commute, so even on 
teaching days there was plenty of time to 
explore the surrounding area. Our American 
neighbours, Phil and Cynthia (sometimes 
referred to as Cyn and Philthia), let us borrow 
their horses which considerably increased the 
radius of our exploration.   A local forest had 
very long lianas hanging down over the path. I 
was sorely tempted to (Tarzan-like) grab it 
every time I rode past..and eventually ...I 
did...the horse continued and I swung to and 
fro..ambition achieved ! Weekends gave us 
the opportunity to visit other teachers we got 
to know during the Orientation events. 
Flamingos on Lake Nakuru, walks through the 
forest to the peaks of Mt Kenya, and camping 
on the edge of Masaii Mara, where lions 
padded past during the night. 
 
In 1963 the population of Kenya was relatively 
small at 8 million, (it has now, 2022, increased 
to around 70 million with accompanying loss of 
wildlife habitat). Wildlife in most rural areas 

was fairly common, so you didn't need to travel 
far to encounter several species of antelope,  
 
various wild cats, snakes and a huge variety of 
birds.  A local story (possibly true) involved 2 
catholic priests driving along the road round 
the east side of Mt. Kenya from Embu to Meru. 
One said, looking at his fellow-priest,  “In all 20 
years I've lived here I've never a seen a rhin-
as he drove into the side of one crossing the 
road-oceros.” 
 

  
 
As Independence approached in December, 
we started to hear rumours that revenge 
against Europeans was being planned*. The 
High Commission had plans for when there 
was any sign of “trouble” for us to gather in The 
Isaac Walton Inn, half a mile down the road. 
However, as the school holiday started before 
Independence Day, we accepted an invitation 
from Jimmy, a Moslem  Indian friend who 
taught at the local Agricultural College, to drive 
the 350 miles to Mombasa to stay with his 
family. Today the road from Nairobi to 
Mombasa is tarmac and you can be there 
before lunch; in 1963 tarmac only stretched 25 
miles SE from Nairobi, most of the remaining 
275 miles was the dreaded corrugated red 
dust (or in December, after rainy season, 
sticky mud), apart from the last few miles of 
tarmac from the outskirts of Mombasa. Then, 
the journey took 2 days with a night's stop at 
Hunter's Lodge. If you met a car driving in the 
opposite direction you stopped and 
exchanged information about the state of the 
road ahead. Like the railway alongside, the 
history of this road is interesting. Several 
tarmac roads have been laid, often with foreign 
aid, but it seems that money for maintenance 
is either not provided, or “goes missing”, so 
you end up with a pot-holed road which is often 
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worse than no tarmac. On another trip we 
camped on one of these disused old roads on 
the edge of Tsavo National Park.; an elephant 
was standing on top of a huge rock about 400 
metres away. During the night a torrential 
downpour turned the road into a river, washing 
through the tents and depositing pans, 
cookers and other belongings several tens of 
metres down the hill. 
 
The Kenya coast, which seemed like a 
different country, was a revelation; coconut 
palms, white sand, clear-blue WARM sea and 
fantastic sea-life seen when snorkelling.  
 
 
Unfortunately, I had underestimated the 
strength of sun and misjudged the length of 
time I spent watching the multi-coloured fish 
swimming round the corals. My back suffered 
severe sunburn and I learnt my lesson. We 
travelled northwards up the coast via a couple 
of ferries to Malindi where it was possible to 
camp right on the beach. Since then a dozen 
hotels have appeared along that beach and it 
is now prime (expensive) tourism. 
 
After 2 years the contract came to an end and 
we returned to England by ship from Mombasa 
to Venice via the Suez canal, with the firm 
determination to buy a VW campervan (the 
VW Kombi van owned by Phil and Cynthia, 
which they drove across the sahara to Tunisia 
and Italy, had greatly impressed us) and then 
to return to Kenya...and that's another story. 
 
*In the event Independence Day passed off 
without trouble and much joy as Jomo 
Kenyatta waved his fly-whisk at the Kenyatta 
at the happy,dancing crowds.   
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        THE LEONARD TRUST 

 

Can the Leonard Trust help you with a small grant?  
 

Since it was set up by F.C. (Chip) Leonard in 1972,  
the Trust has assisted many local organizations with their projects,  

as well as individuals with one-off expenses related to their medical,  
personal and educational needs.   

 
Applications for a specific purpose or need, where the group 

 or individual has also contributed their own funding, are particularly favoured. 
 
 

If interested in applying for a grant, please contact the Secretary, Elspeth Holmes,  
 

Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton. 
Email: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

 
                                              Tel: 01392 860535 
   

 

 

 

THORVERTON CHURCH : MUSIC                            ♫       ♫ 

It’s now summertime so we’re having a bit of a break for a while and will start rehearsing again on 

September 15th. We’ve sung for three baptisms just lately and managed two proper choral evensongs 

this year with all the trimmings, in addition to our regular monthly services. We had a really good 

congregation for evensong on July 10th. Thanks for coming and if you didn’t, you missed a treat. 

The music we sing is very varied in style, mood and level of difficulty and comes from many genres 

and ages. We feel it a privilege to be able to lead the worship here, to share our love of music and to 

be able to meet together to experience the very uplifting and supportive experience of singing 

together. We also socialise at and after our choir practices and church services. 

The church choir practises on Thursday evenings in the church. We meet from 7.45pm almost every 

week and you are always welcome to come to hear us or join in.  

There are services from time to time which our church band accompanies. If you are interested in 

being a part of that, then do get in touch. All ages and standards welcome! 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    Thorverton Parish Church 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk        01392 860419 
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THORVERTON COMMUNITY POST OFFICE + 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD                 

August 2022 

We had a rather belated AGM, late June, at which it was reported that both the PO here and the TCT business which 

exists to support it, flourished during the lockdowns and obviously provided a much-needed and appreciated public 

service. Business has dwindled a bit since then so please bear in mind how important is it to keep using us.                    

Be a locavore. 

Since the beginning of our financial year (June 1st) 146 local residents have given us their subscriptions and/or made a 

donation to TCT Ltd. If that doesn’t include you, then please become a member of TCT Ltd NOW by using the form 

below or paying online : £10 per person per annum. This helps us to stay afloat and keep running this venture for the 

benefit of YOUR community. 

Hands-on help is always needed so please contact me if you’d like to become involved. 

Heather Kershaw     Chair and Membership Secretary and the TCT Council                    

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk               01392 860419                     Thorverton  PO    01392 860455 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 

  
I/we ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  
(address + postcode)……………………………………………………………………………………............................................. 
  
(e-mail)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  
wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the provisions 
of its Memorandum and Articles of Association  
(see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view the full document) 
 OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 

  
I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 6/2022– 5/2023 (cheques payable to  
Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 
  

TCT bank details are :                                                                                                                                             

Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd   The Cooperative Bank  sort code  08 92 99   account number  65176665 

 I give my consent to TCT Ltd to hold these contact details for the purposes of running TCT Ltd and Thorverton Post Office. I understand  

that these details will not be shared with third parties. 
  
(signature(s))……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
                        
Please return this form with your payment to                                                
Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary    c/o  Thorverton Post Office,  
post/deliver to  TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS   or pay online 

 

 
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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Women’s Institute 
WI Report for July 2022 
 

On Tuesday 5th July Stuart Rain treated the WI to 
an interesting afternoon by giving an illustrated 
potted history of the Music Hall, together with 
recordings of popular Music Hall Songs which 
some of us were able to sing along with!  Stuart 
explained that the Music Hall was a cultural 
phenomenon that thrived in the early Victorian 
era as an entertainment venue for theatre and 
musical acts.  He said that the popularity of the 
Music Hall made it a vital cultural and social 
institution.  Prominent Music Halls, which at 
first were song and supper rooms, were mainly 
located in London – the Canterbury Music Hall 
based in Lambeth opened in 1852 with a 
capacity of 700.  Refreshments were served 
during performances.  Music Halls became 
more popular and by 1875 there were 375 in 
Greater London alone, and many cities were 
having their own Music Halls.  Stuart told us 
that if the audiences liked songs being 
performed they were encouraged to join in the 
singing.  One of the biggest stars was Marie 
Lloyd whose voice, good humour and 
personality made her a favourite amongst 
audiences.  Her performances saw the advent 
of matinees.  Another popular name was Dan 
Leno – a Panto Dame.  During WW1 the Music 
Halls hosted charity events for the war effort. 
The Canterbury was sadly destroyed in the 
blitz.  During following years, Music Halls 
changed, with different genres appearing 

 

Vaudeville, Burlesque, acrobatics.  Gradually 
the buildings began to show their age, 
wrestling audiences increased, cinemas 
gained popularity, bingo halls arrived, and with 
the advent of television, Music Halls declined 
and have disappeared from the entertainment 
scene.  Stuart concluded his talk by telling us 
that Exeter’s Music Hall was the Exeter 
Hippodrome which opened in 1908 in the 
London Inn Square. With the decline of Music 
Halls, It later became the Plaza cinema, which 
was destroyed in 1942. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dates to Note: 
Tuesday, 2nd August 2,30pm – Maggie 
Dunlop – All about the Defibrillator and how to 
use it.  Competition – a scented rose. 
Saturday,27th August – WI Coffee Morning 
and Market, 10 o’clock to about 11 o’clock in 
the WI Hut 
Tuesday 6th September – Alan Pewsey – 
Dartmoor Rescue.  Competition – Most 
appealing model or picture of a dog. 
Saturday, 24th September – WI Coffee 
Morning and Market, 10 o’clock to about 11 
o’clock in the WI Hut. 
All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut 
starting at 2.30pm.  New members are always 
welcome, visitors can also join meetings. 
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Legal Eagle 

 
On the morning of August 19th 2017, Susan 
Shepherd let her Jack Russell, Milo, into the 
front garden of her house, number 61 Rosslyn 
Avenue, Sunderland, and went to make herself 
a cup of tea. She opened the fridge door to get 
some milk and was blown six metres across the 
kitchen. The explosion was caused by a gas pipe 
which had been installed in 1939 and which had 
developed a hole due to corrosion. Gas had 
leaked into every part of her house and the blast 
was triggered by the light in the fridge igniting the 
gas. 
Susan suffered burns to 41 per cent of her body; 
she was saved by the fridge which landed on top 
of her, shielding her as the house collapsed. 
Susan brought a claim for personal injuries 
against Northern Gas Networks, the company 
responsible for maintaining the gas pipe carrying 
the supply of gas to her house. Susan brought 
her claim in negligence and lost. Judge 
Freedman, a High Court judge, sitting in 
Newcastle ruled that the gas company was not 
at fault, because it could not have been expected 
to know that the pipe was faulty. 
It had been argued, on behalf of Susan, that the 
finding of corroded pipes in neighbouring 
properties, numbers 59 and 63 Rosslyn Avenue 
and the necessary repair work having been 
carried out, meant that the pipe leading to 
Susan’s house should have been inspected, and 
if necessary, replaced. The judge rejected this 
argument; “The mechanism by which this 
explosion occurred, namely the leakage of gas 
due to a corroded pipe, is by no means an 
uncommon phenomenon” It would simply not be 
“practical to excavate and examine” all gas 
service pipes. Northern Gas Networks gave 
evidence to the effect that such excavations only 
usually occurred when there was a suggestion 
of a leak. 
The case very much echoes the much earlier 
decision in Blyth -v- Birmingham Waterworks 
Co [1856] some water escaped from a mains 
pipe during an unusually severe winter, due to 
an accumulation of ice around a plug in the pipe. 
The pipe had been in place for 25 years without 
incident. A large accumulation of ice was visible 
on the ground for some time before the escaped 
water leaked into the claimant’s house. A claim 
in respect of the damage caused brought against 
the Birmingham Waterworks Co failed. In the 
course of his judgment, Baron Alderson set out 
the principles to be applied in deciding such a 

case; “The case turns upon the question whether 
the facts show that the defendants were guilty of 
negligence. Negligence is the omission to do 
something which a reasonable man, guided 
upon those considerations which ordinarily 
regulate the conduct of human affairs, would do, 
or doing something which a prudent and 
reasonable man would not do.” 
Baron Alderson pointed out that a reasonable 
man would act with reference to the average 
circumstance of the temperature in ordinary 
years. The defendants had provided against 
such frosts as experience would have led men, 
acting prudently, to provide against; and they are 
not guilty of negligence, because their 
precautions proved insufficient against the 
effects of the extreme severity of the frost of 
1855. 
In Susan’s case the issue is what would be 
expected of the reasonable gas supplier? Not, 
according to judge Freedman, to carry out 
inspection/excavations of the pipes leading to 
neighbouring properties, despite the problems 
experienced by the owners/occupiers of 
numbers 59 and 63. 
The gas pipe network across the UK was laid 
over a period of many decades; the pipe serving 
Susan’s property was laid in 1939. Originally the 
work was undertaken by several companies until 
the industry was nationalised in 1948 and 
brought under the ownership of British Gas.  
Following a number of explosions in the 1970’s 
a programme of replacement has been in place. 
Susan had lived in the property, owned by a 
housing association, for 15 years, “I lost 
everything that day, I did nothing wrong, but 
nobody has been held responsible for it. That’s 
what hurts the most.” The result is a 
consequence of our fault based system; you 
need to find someone whom you can legally 
blame  for the harm which you have suffered. 

                                                                 
                                                 Clive Hamblin 

Footnotes 
(i) The gender-neutral ‘reasonable 

person’ is usually used in the 21st 

century. 

(ii) The particular issue in Blyth has 

now been determined by statute: 

Under the Water Industry Act 1991, 

s209, except as provided by the Act 

a water undertaker is strictly liable for 

the escape of water from any pipe 

which is vested in it 
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The Hottest Day Ever –  
in Thorverton and Elsewhere 
 
I am writing this in the morning of what is 
confidently predicted to be the hottest day in 
British recorded meteorological history (19th 
July 2022), when temperatures are expected 
to rise above 40°.   The West Country will 
probably be spared the very highest figures 
but nevertheless I set out for my regular walk 
an hour earlier than usual in order to beat the 
heat.  I have to report that at 6.30 am 
conditions were very pleasant.  It was warm, 
with a rather watery sun and fairly cloudy 
sky.  Mindful of all the advice the media have 
been giving us, I proceeded more slowly than 
usual, a stroll rather than a march.  I did 
wonder whether all the official 
recommendations about checking up on old 
and vulnerable people would mean a knock 
on our door to see if we had succumbed to 
heatstroke or dehydration – but I take it as a 
compliment that none has come ….  
 
I note that last night’s temperature in Exeter 
did not go below 25°, making it the hottest 
night of the year.  In our ground floor flat we 
are very grateful in that it is so cool (even 
cold) indoors.  The thermometer in the 
lounge hasn’t risen above 21, and our duvet 
is still needed at night.  The tall trees in front 
of the flats that keep out the light in winter are 
a boon in summer.  
 
I thought it would be interesting to quiz family 
members on our WhatsApp as to how they 
are coping with the heat in their various 
areas and share them with you as they come 
in.  Our daughter in London reports that she 
was woken at 6.05am by a warm small child 
who had slept in the lounge as her bedroom 
on the top floor was a furnace. At 7 am they 
went down to the cool basement kitchen 
where the same child was so cold she had to 
put her dressing gown on.  At 8.35 it was 
warm cycling to school with the children (8 
and 5); parents at the school gates 
looked more tired than usual. 
 
Our Taunton son has reported that on joining 
the Ilminster bypass before 8 am it was 
already 28° in the car, making him sweat in 
spite of the cooling pack on his neck.  On 
arriving at Stourhead, where he works for the 

National Trust, he was called upon to drive 
wilting visitors, who would normally walk, 
down to the garden entrance on the shuttle 
bus, which was registering a dashboard 
temperature of 33°. 
 
At 9.25, we heard from another daughter, 
who lives in Pershore (Worcs). The tortoises 
were out basking in the sun while Catherine 
was getting her bikini on before the real heat 
of the day, and preparing sunglasses, water, 
book, sun cream. ‘Bring it on!’ she says. 
 
Back to Thorverton, where at 10 am it’s 
getting hotter but still dull.  I’m off to walk our 
neighbour’s dogs a couple of hours or so 
earlier than usual so as to avoid midday heat. 
 
10.45.  Back from walking the dogs and 
keeping dehydrated by enjoying a coffee 
break (yes, I know, water is better, but coffee 
is nicer).  Mercifully, it’s still dull over 
Thorverton, which saves you searching 
frantically for shade.  In addition, there was a 
surprisingly strong breeze blowing over 
Fairoak, which made our walk (more of a 
saunter, really, given the conditions) infinitely 
more pleasant. 
 
11.05. I was expecting our daughter in 
Southern France to give us some jaw-
dropping temperature as she reported a few 
days ago that it was 41° where she lives, but 
actually she tells us she is on her way to 
Spain at the moment with her husband and 
experiencing temperatures of ‘only’ 30°.  I 
note from the Avignon website that the 
highest temperature today is expected to be 
36°.  Jenny and her family have the good 
fortune to be able to cool down in their 
swimming pool. 
 
Going back to Pershore, it is now 34°, and 
our daughter is still ‘stoically’ lying in the sun, 
though not for much longer, I suspect.  Even 
the tortoises have sought the shade.  Her 
brother, our son who lives in Geneva, and is 
off work with Covid, is coping with 
temperatures of 32° in his flat, expected to 
reach a possible 37° by 5 pm. 
Back to Stourhead, where Ben deplores the 
presence of so many dogs out in the 
heat.  ‘Their owners are gazed upon with 
dagger-eyes,’ he adds, presumably by him. 
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Meanwhile, over Thorverton, it is getting 
darker and darker.  I was intending to follow 
my Pershore daughter’s example (though no 
bikini or sun cream as I shall stay in the 
shade) and settle in the garden for an hour 
with a book, but the sultry atmosphere 
indicates that the heavens might well open 
shortly.  In fact, a few large drops of rain have 
just fallen, prompting us to move washing 
and garden furniture indoors. We have just 
heard that rain is forecast for 1pm, i.e. in 
about half an hour.  We shall see…. 
 
Well, the rain didn’t wait until 1 o’clock and is 
now (12.45) slowly but steadily falling.  I have 
just been in the garden enjoying the 
sensation of water on my face.  Lunchtime 
headlines announce that a new UK record 
has been set at 39.1° in Charlwood, Surrey, 
with the mercury set to rise even higher this 
afternoon  
 
Taking a break to watch the one o’clock news 
while the rain is coming down faster now, we 
learn that the fateful 40° mark has been 
attained at Heathrow Airport.  The news also 
reports hundreds of lives lost due to the heat 
in continental Europe, mainly France, Spain 
and Portugal. 
 
Well, the rain hasn’t lasted long, and I shall 
still have to water the garden this 
evening.  Emerging after siesta time, I learn 
that Catherine of Pershore has retreated 
from the 45° heat of the sun to the pleasant 
20° of her house, which is as well insulated 
as our flat by the sound of it.  Emerging into 
the garden from the house, she says, has the 
same effect as stepping off a plane in 
Marseilles after a flight from England.  Poor 
Danny of Geneva doesn’t have the same 
option of taking refuge indoors from the heat 
since it is 30° in his flat, and outside the 
mercury has reached 33° and is still 
rising.  He won’t be opening any windows 
until at least 8 pm, which is when the heat 
finally starts to wane and he can venture out 
to enjoy the light breeze that accompanies 
the end of the day in Geneva. Half an hour 
later and the temperature has passed the 35° 
mark.  Catherine sends her sympathy from 
Pershore, where it is a mere 30°. 
 
Meanwhile, back in the nation’s capital, 
Claire is at the dentist’s.  The sun she felt on 

her skin while cycling to her appointment felt 
like that of the South of France.  On the way 
she passed a man JOGGING (mad dogs and 
Englishmen…).  Once at the dentist’s she 
enjoyed the rare experience of lying down for 
a few minutes while undergoing treatment in 
a blast of fresh air from the dentist’s 
fan.  Now there’s a way of keeping cool on 
the hottest day ever… 
 
Back in Thorverton the temperature has 
risen to an amazing 23° indoors and in the 
garden is approaching 30°.  For the first time 
I feel the oppressive heat on face and arms 
even while indoors. 
 
Ben has just sent in an update from 
Stourhead, where he is on reception. 
‘Mehears the sound of thunder, and a 
diabolical cackle escapes my lips in this 
empty reception.’ (Ben’s degree is in English 
and Creative Writing, hence the original turn 
of phrase).  The thunder is followed almost at 
once by rain and a slight drop in temperature. 
 
From Geneva we learn that the promised 37° 
has come and gone, rising to 38° and still 
climbing.   Danny is not complaining, though, 
having received a text from his friend 
Eduardo, who lives in Ciudad Real, 
Spain, where Dan taught for two years some 
time ago and where they are 
‘enjoying’ temperatures of 45°. 
 
I have just got back from taking the dogs on 
their afternoon walk - a very truncated one, I 
admit, and since it is still 30° outside and we 
could find very little shade we retreated to a 
bench where I let them roam around a 
little.  They don’t appreciate the heat any 
more than I do, and were quite happy to 
return home early. 
 
Getting on for 5 o’clock and have just 
enjoyed a refreshing cup of tea in the attempt 
to avoid dehydration. Yes, I know, water is 
better but see above. 
 
Ah! A late - and very welcome - contributor 
enters the field.  This is Chris, a son-in-law, 
who manages three coffee shops in 
London.  Here is the verbatim account of his 
day: “8 am, cycling through Borough to the 
City.  Everyone is a bit slower than 
normal.  Customers in the shop 
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all commenting on the heat but careful not to 
complain.  So many iced coffees 
ordered.  Cycle home around midday with a 
hot hair dryer pointed at my face… the heat 
from the tarmac and general traffic is 
intense.  Home, cold shower, lunch. 
Definitely sleeping in the basement kitchen 
tonight.” 
 
The Geneva correspondent chips in to say 
that he reluctantly had to go out in search of 
olive oil and can now appreciate what it must 
have been like to be out there all day.  He 
has considered sleeping in the basement 
tonight but since this is also the community 
launderette he will stick to his furnace of a 
bedroom. 
 
A final word from Pershore, where Catherine 
is off to Brighton tomorrow and finding it 
tricky to pack as she’s having trouble 
believing she might be a little cooler over the 
next few days.   
 
A dispatch from London informs us they had 
friends come and seek shelter with them 
during late afternoon as they could not bear 
the heat in their flat.  And Ben’s last thoughts 
are as follows: “the combination of the heat 
turning my brain to pudding and having 
rather little to do at work with so few visitors 
to Stourhead meant that this was a day that 
dragged.  And no amount of standing under 
a freezing cold shower after my hour-long 
31°C drive home seemed to properly lower 
my body temperature.  Bring on winter.” 
 
And now Adam, a London-based grandson, 
joins our exchange.  He remarks what a 
strange day it has been as he has just 
jumped on a bus soaking wet from the 
rain.  He adds that he would consider a night 
in the garden hammock in order to escape 
the heat if he didn’t fear it might randomly 
start to chuck it down… So we end with rain 
and the welcome prospect of the 
temperature coming down at last. 
 
And thus concludes one extended family’s 
account of the hottest day ever. 
 
Maurice Harrison 

 

 

 

                   

 Newton St Cyres Tennis Club  
August 22 update 
 
The club held a very successful Wimbledon 
American Tournament and Social on the morning 
of the Wimbledon Men’s Final. Eighteen members, 
new and long standing, took part in the event on a 
beautiful sunny morning. Players had to win as 
many points as possible in each eight minute 
match so play was fast and furious. One new 
member was unfortunate enough to take a tumble 
while rushing for a ball, and then later in the 
morning was stung first by a wasp, and then just 
when he thought the morning was over, by a bee. 
Luckily he was ok and hopefully it won’t have put 
him off playing at the club! After play everyone 
retired to the Beer Engine to watch the Wimbledon 
Final, with mixed opinions on whom they were 
supporting. 
We are also running a club tournament with 
qualifying rounds and a Finals Day on 11th 
September, to which all are welcome. There is 
usually some exciting tennis to be seen on this 
occasion. 
Finally I thought readers may be interested in a 
study referenced by Billie Jean King, who 
appeared recently with 26 other tennis legends at 
the Wimbledon Champions line up to celebrate the 
centenary of the event this year. 
The study by Copenhagen City Heart Study and 
published by Mayo Clinic Proceedings followed 
9,000 people over 25 years and found that if you 
play tennis regularly you live on average nine and 
a half years longer. This was better than badminton 
and soccer which were in second and third place.  
Fingers crossed! 
If you are interested in finding out more please visit 
our website  
 
www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk,  
or phone membership secretary 
Laura Leigh on 01647 24259. 
                                                           

Sally Baldwin  

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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OUR FARM 

Ratcliffe Farm.  July 
 

Our Cherry tree was laden; I started saving 
containers with the idea of selling them at the 
gate. Then a flock of starlings found the tree, 
we couldn’t keep them away! Reg put the bird 
scarer under the tree but that only went bang 
every half an hour, and they just flew to the 
electricity wires and then came back again. I 
was able to pick some for family and friends 
but in the end had to let nature take its course. 
The starling is supposed to be on the RSPB 
amber list, but if you saw the size of the flock 
that suddenly found our red cherries you 
wouldn’t think their numbers were cause for 
concern. I believe these traffic light listings the 
RSPB use are all relative. If you lived in 
Exmouth you wouldn’t say the sea-gull 
numbers were decreasing, but if you lived in 
Exford you’d answer differently. Anyway, the 
pesky starlings cleared the tree, for every 
cherry they ate, they pecked four and dropped 
six.  
The thatcher has finished, and the scaffold 
taken down. Guy  was helped by his eldest son 
Brent, it’s lovely when children are no longer 
getting in the way, but are actually working 
alongside in a mans job. Our 6 month old collie 
pup is growing into a big dog, he’s at the 
lolloping gangly stage, but showing interest in 
the sheep. Our other dogs are obedient, well  
behaved, workers, so he has good “role 
models”. Their only irritating habit is being so 
noisy when in their kennels. 
 I know the weather-men over exaggerate the 
conditions; but we really have had an 
unusually dry 2022. This has meant the 
combinable crops are ripening faster than 
other years. We have cut all the winter barley, 
and baled all the straw. Much of the straw 
being sold off the field, mainly in big bales, but 
one customer wanted two loads of little bales. 
We are now going into the oil-seed-rape. Rape 
seed, flows better than water, so the trailer has 
to be absolutely air tight. Reg takes this from 
the combine to a  farmers co-operative store in 
Cullumpton the other side of the motor-way. A 
beastly journey whichever  way he goes. 
There are government grants for animal 
handling systems, as with all these schemes 
you have to meet their specifications and  

 
 
 
 
spend so much before you get the grant. We 
bought a new cattle crush, and a set of lamb 
weighing scales with digital readings. In theory 
it can all be downloaded on to your phone 
/office screen. All a bit technical for our system, 
but at least we’ve got it. Weighing crates only 
have a certain shelf life anyway as they take a 
real bashing with 100’s of lambs running 
through them weekly.  We have 3 permanent 
areas of sheep handling pens, and now we 
can keep a set of scales at each site.  We sent 
away 80 fat lambs, it was our first pick, the 
buyer had a contract to fill in Wales. Whether 
they are now being sold as welsh lamb, who 
knows.  They had a good stress free life in 
Devon and the time from leaving mum to being 
slaughtered was less than 4 hours.  
 
                                                  Tina Ayre 
 

 
 

 
 
          Photos Courtesy of Tina Ayre 
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TARTS WALK  9th JULY 
 

 
    
 
The walk that we eventually did was not the one 
that was planned but given the hot weather it 
was a more practical proposition along the River 
Exe and canal. 
We met at St Clement’s Church Powderham and 
walked along the Exe Valley Way alongside the 
river to Turf Locks.  
 
 
The tide was out and you get a sense of how vast 
the mud flats of the river are. Here we stopped 
for a coffee break before continuing along the 
canal tow path between the canal and river to 
Topsham Lock.  This was the original access to 
the river when the canal was extended from 
Matford Lock in 1675.  It was then further 
extended in 1827 to Turf where the access to the 
river now exists. When we were walking the tow 
path a fisherman said to us to mind the snakes.  
He was right as one slithered into the 
undergrowth in front of Nick. 
From the lock we walked across the RSPB 
Nature Reserve to the Reserve car park and 
then along footpaths and back across the Nature 
Reserve to Turf.   
 
     
 
 

 
 
We enjoyed liquid and more substantial 
refreshments before retracing our steps back to 
the Church and our cars. 
A most enjoyable walk. 

   
             Nick Bright 
 

 
 
 
Recipe  
Lettuce soup 
 
300g (10 oz) lettuce, washed and shredded [cos lettuce 

is good] 

1 clove garlic 

50g (2oz) butter 

1 dessertspoon flour 

250ml (1/2 pint) vegetable stock 

250 ml (1/2 pint) milk 

1 bayleaf. 

Melt the butter in a saucepan and add the lettuce and 

garlic. Stir over a gentle heat for 5 minutes until lettuce 

has wilted. Add the flour and mix in thoroughly. 

Gradually add the stock and milk, stirring well. Bring to 

the boil, add the bay leaf and simmer gently for 10 – 15 

minutes until the lettuce is tender. Remove the bay leaf 

and puree the soup in a blender or food processor. 

Season with salt, pepper and a little freshly grated 

nutmeg. Add extra milk or stock if the soup is too thick. 

This is a good way of using a surplus of lettuce, or the 

leaves of bolted lettuce. 

 
Paul Cleave 

Sustainable Crediton 
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Nature Notes 
 
From early August look out for day flying Jersey 
tiger moths. At the beach look out for jellyfish but 
don’t touch, they can sting. Compass jellyfish 
have already been seen in July as well as By-
the-wind-sailors and Portuguese man o’ war. 
The latter two are actually colonial hydroids. Ling 
heather will be flowering on heaths and moors 
now and when intermingled with western gorse 
create a most spectacular carpet of pink and 
yellow. At the end of the month it will be 
blackberry picking time. 
 
In early August swifts depart for their wintering 
grounds in Africa, south of the Sahara. I am so 
pleased to hear of swifts that bred at Ratcliffe 
Farm this year. Years ago a pair nested under 
the low roadside eaves of Little Hannabusses, 
along Raddon Lane. The birds did not choose 
well due to the precarious nature of having to fly 
low in and out of the nest while traffic passed by. 
One year I found a dead swift there on the road.  
 
House martins have successfully re-built a nest 
on our house and raised a brood this July. House 
sparrows did not bully away the martins this 
time. I was first aware of chicks when I saw 
broken white eggshells on the ground then later 
followed by lots of round poo on the ground 
beneath the nest. Indeed I have observed the 
cute baby martins reverse their bottoms over the 
nest and poo. 
 
 
The Hedge 
 
Along the verge of the hedge three more plants 
have become visible due in part to the 
breakdown of stems and leaves as other plants 
gradually decline as the cycle of growth dwindles 
away. There is orange fruit of Lord-and-ladies, 
flower stalks of ribwort plantain and tiny flowers 
and seed pods with four seeds of smooth tare, a 
member of the pea family. During July many 
insects have sipped nectar from hogweed 
umbels and will continue to do so as hogweed 
will flower for several months. There are several 
draped webs of labyrinth spider along the hedge, 
each with a funnel where at its end you will see 
the spider peeping out. Tap the web and the 
spider retreats further back and out of sight. I 
have already found the remains of wings of two 
moth species in the webs where the spider has 
had them for dinner. 

 
 
 
A to Z  Valerian, Common Valeriana 
officinalis 
 
This is our native valerian found growing in 
marshes, wet woods and fens. Its flowers are 
pale pink and it is in flower from June to August. 
It grows to 150cm and is an erect plant. Our 
other native valerian is marsh valerian Valeriana 
dioica growing in the same conditions as 
common valerian but flowers earlier between 
May and June. When you think of valerian what 
comes to mind is the red valerian Centranthus 
ruber an introduced garden species found at the 
seaside and also growing on old walls and 
buildings. I like red valerian because it is loved 
by hummingbird hawkmoths who are frequently 
seen hovering over its tube shaped flowers and 
sipping nectar using their long proboscis. 
 
 
Last Word 
 
When I wrote last month of the heatwave we had 
last July, who would have thought we would 
have an even hotter one this July – I guess the 
climate scientists. One thing not mentioned so 
far and perhaps because it has not happened yet 
is to be mindful of trees deliberately shedding 
limbs due to lack of water and therefore helping 
to preserve the tree. Some shed limbs can be 
big ones, think of mature oaks. 
 
 

  Jenny Garne. 
01392 860875  

          jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 
 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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    Shakespeare for students 
 

 

Henry IV Part 1 
(Second Part) 

 

Falstaff feels that Hal should rehearse what 
he will eventually say to his father and 
kindly offers to play the king. He chooses a 
stool for his throne and opens with royal 
eloquence suitable to the occasion. 
 
“For God’s sake, lords, convey my trustful 
queen, 
For tears do stop the floodgates of her 
eyes.” 
 
Mistress Quickly, an admiring audience of 
one, is overcome by the beauty of his 
performance, and Falstaff quietens her 
from his lofty heights. “Peace, good pint 
pot, peace good tickle-brain.” 
 
Then he turns to Hal, and informs him in 
sentences of measured dignity that he has 
been keeping very bad company. He has 
only one really virtuous friend – “a goodly 
portly man, i’faith, and a corpulent; of a 
cheerful look, a pleasing eye, and a most 
noble carriage.  And now I remember me, 
his name is Falstaff.” 
 
The indignant Prince demands that the 
roles be reversed, so that he can speak for 
his father, and Falstaff promptly becomes a 
charming prince, alert and respectful.  
 
The playlet is interrupted by the sheriff, who 
has come to trace the stolen gold and 
brought a carter as a witness. The carter 
remembers that one of the attackers was 
an old man “as fat as butter,” and it is 

fortunate that Falstaff has wisely absented 
himself from the room. The Prince finds him 
later, asleep behind a wall-hanging and 
snorting like a horse, and in his pockets are 
the bills bearing witness to his well-
balanced habits – a halfpennyworth of 
bread to two gallons of strong drink. Having 
cleaned out his pockets, Prince Hal 
decides to let his fat friend have a company 
of foot soldiers, so that he can have some 
exercise walking, and then goes off to 
report to his father the King. 
 
In the tavern, Falstaff discovers that 
someone has picked his pocket. He holds 
Mistress Quickly responsible as this 
happened in her tavern. There were many 
valuables in his pocket, he claims.  “I have 
lost a seal-ring of my grandfather’s worth 
40 mark.” Mistress Quickly has her own 
sense of injury, for Falstaff owes her a 
great deal of money, not to mention the 12 
shirts she bought for him.  Falstaff 
dismisses the 12 shirts. “I have given them 
away to bakers’ wives.”  When Prince Hal 
appears they both appeal to him, with the 
contents of Falstaff’s pocket increasing in 
value all the time. Finally, the Prince 
informs him that he was the one who 
picked his pocket, finding nothing in it but a 
mass of bills and a penny’s worth of sugar 
candy. Falstaff turns to the highly indignant 
Mistress Quickly in his grandest manner; 
“Hostess, I forgive thee.” 
 
He is pleased that the Prince will provide 
him with a regiment of foot soldiers, and he 
drafts cowards who will want to buy 
themselves off; “toasts-and-butter, with 
hearts in their bellies no bigger than pins’ 
heads.” They pay Falstaff more than £300 
to get them substitutes, and he spends a 
fraction of it in acquiring 150 vagrants. 
Prince Hal is startled by this strange crew, 
and Falstaff points out that they will do in 
an age of gunpowder. “Tut, tut; good 
enough to toss; food for powder, food for 
powder; they’ll fill a pit as well as better; 
tush man, mortal men, mortal men.” This is 
pure Falstaff. He is a deplorable realist, and 
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the golden glories of the field of honour 
interest him not in the least. 
 
King Henry offers the rebels a general 
pardon if they will lay down their arms. 
Prince Hal is sure the rebels will not accept 
the offer, and  
the reluctant Falstaff prepares for battle. “I 
wish it were bedtime, Hal, and all well.” 
Prince Hal cheers his old friend on - “Why, 
thou owest God a death,” - and Falstaff 
reflects on this: “Tis not due yet: I would be 
loath to pay him before his day. What need 
I be so forward with him that calls not on 
me? Well, ‘tis no matter; honour pricks me 
on. Yes, but how if honour prick me off 
when I come on? How then? Can honour 
set to a leg? No.” It will not set an arm 
either, or keep a wound from hurting. It is 
nothing but a word, and who possesses it?  
“He that died o’ Wednesday.  Doth he feel 
it? No.”  It is no use to the dead, and will not 
remain with the living, for there will always 
be someone to belittle deeds of valour. And 
so, Falstaff reaches his final conclusion, 
well suited to a man of his bulk and 
temperament, “I’ll none of it.” 
 
Falstaff decides that the only way to survive 
the battle that follows is to sham death and 
Hal finds his fat and apparently lifeless 
body. The Prince bids his old friend farewell 
- “I could have spared a better man” - and 
goes back to the fight. The mock corpse 
heaves itself up from the ground, and 
Falstaff decides his action was a valiant 
one. “The better part of valour is discretion; 
in the which better part I have saved my 
life.”  
 
Falstaff eyes the body of Hotspur with a 
certain nervousness, wondering if he is 
safely dead, and stabs him just to make 
sure. He then decides that he may as well 
enjoy the reputation of having killed him, 
and when Prince Hal returns, Falstaff 
triumphantly casts the body of Hotspur at 
his feet and waits for his reward. “I look to 
either earl or duke, I assure you.” The 
Prince protests that he himself killed 

Hotspur, and Falstaff eyes him with benign 
scorn. “Didst thou? Lord, Lord! How this 
world is given to lying! I grant you that I was 
down and out of breath, and so was he; but 
we rose both of an instant and fought a long 
hour by Shrewsbury clock.” 
 
The Prince is willing to let him have his 
way, and Falstaff follows him from the field 
of battle, resolving from then on to live 
virtuously, “as a nobleman should.” 
 
 
 
Andrew Hoellering 
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Puzzles 
 

While I don’t print the solutions to the Su Doku or 

Futoshiki problems because it is usually evident 

whether one has solved them correctly – although I am 

always happy to give the solutions on request - I am 

never too sure whether to give the answers to the other 

miscellaneous problems which I set or whether readers 

have no interest at all (which is why they didn’t even 

attempt the problem). I will give what I believe to be the 

answer to the question about spinning rackets which I 

put in July’s edition: I calculate that there are 30 

possible combinations of 5 rackets, 2 of which are 5-0, 

8 are 4-1 and 20 are 3-2; therefore, the chances of 

finding a 3-2 split on one spin is 20/30, ie 2/3 (or 

66.67%). The likelihood of having four consecutive 

spins where there was no 3-2 split is (1/3 x 1/3 x 1/3 x 

1/3), ie 1/81 (or 0.12%). I hope that makes sense, and is 

correct because I haven’t had it verified by anyone! 

 

I do have a question that interests me and that someone 

may be able to answer. When driving to and from South 

Wales recently, I noticed as the M4 went close to 

Newport that there was a stretch where the speed limit 

was 50mph and there was a notice that said that the 

lower speed limit was “to improve air quality”. Does 

anyone know whether a car travelling for 3.5 miles at 

50mph (therefore spending 4.5 minutes in that zone) 

really would produce less emissions in that zone than a 

car travelling at 70mph (thus spending 3 minutes in that 

zone)? And what if it went at 30mph? 

 

On to this month’s puzzles: 

a) Su Doku 

As always, each horizontal and vertical line and each 

3x3 square must contain each of the numbers from one 

to nine:  

 

8      5  2 

3  4 8    9  

 9        

1 4   7 9    

  7  2  8   

   4 3   5 7 

       1  

 8    6 3  4 

9  6      5 

 

 

 

b) Futoshiki 

 

Fill in the blank boxes so that each row and column 

contains the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The symbols tell 

you whether the number is larger (>) or smaller (<) than 

the number in the box next to it. 

 

   >    >  

 

 

 

 

<
 

 

 

 

<
 

       >  

      

<
  

 

   <  >    

  <
    

 

  

 <       3 

         

         

 

 

c) Pounds and Pence 

 

Here is a problem which could soon become a thing of 

the past as card takes over from cash for so many 

transactions. I am also not sure how many 1p pieces 

people tend to carry about with them nowadays, but for 

the sake of this problem please assume that any amount 

is feasible. 

 

Someone entered a shop and spent one half of the 

money that was in his pocket. When he left the shop he 

found that he had just as many pennies as he had pounds 

when he went in and half as many pounds as he had 

pennies when he went in.  (I should add that the man 

had a combination of pound coins and 1p pieces – no 

other denominations.) How much money did he have 

when he entered the shop? 

 

 

Happy puzzling.  

 
Neville Lane 

 
 
 
 



Focus on Thorverton  33   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

    

         
 

                    



Focus on Thorverton  34   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Focus on Thorverton  35   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

  



Focus on Thorverton  36   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

  

 
 
 

          



Focus on Thorverton  37   Vol 53 No 6 July 2022 

 

 

 

 
 

Allotment for Rent 
The Parish Council still has one allotment plot (possibly more) in the village available for 

rent at a cost of £10 per year (plus a £25 refundable deposit). 
 

If you are interested in growing your own vegetables, fruit or flowers on an allotment, 
please contact the Clerk, 

 
Jim Roberts 07768 457590 or 01392 202692, or by email to  thorvertonpc@gmail.com 

for more information. 

 
GCSE, A LEVEL and UNIVERSITY COACHING;  

CREATIVE WRITING SUPPORT 
Help from teacher of over 40 years' experience - university,  

college and school, TV, books and articles 
Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of university examining –  

undergraduate and postgraduate 
 

ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY and SOCIOLOGY 
GCSE English Language - a speciality 

John Kirkaldy,  
22 Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HP. 

 
Tel: 01392 861423/07970  875601   Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager, 07594 714590.  
       admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  
Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)             edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust    Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
                                                          By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk               Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
    Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 
    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw, 
    Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                          Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                          Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
Thorverton Millennium      

Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:admin@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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Thorverton Organisations 
 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
   Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  
   details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
   Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
Bridge Club            Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 
            New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
                                    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                     Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 
 

Saturday Market    2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
                                     See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 
TMH  Committee   Chair: Russ Clarke 

Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 
Toddler Group           Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
     Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
      healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 2.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

  
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 
Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 

  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  

 
We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  
She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 
 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  
 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 
 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  
  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   
 Dunn 
  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   
  Nichols, Griffiths,  
 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  
 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  
 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  
 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 
 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our 
online repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
                                                                                                                                   

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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                        Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 
(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 
Emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:30 – 17:30 

 
Please note:  
Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-
Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our 
website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask.

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated 
otherwise.  
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondayloo
kup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority of 
the village, but outlying parts may have 
different collection days) 
 
General refuse, recycling boxes and food 
caddy.  
    July 4th & 18th  
    Aug 1st ,15th & 30th (Tues) 
Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
    July 11th & 25th   
     Aug 8th & 22nd 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   
Every 4 weeks on Thursdays :  July 21st / Aug. 
18th / Sept. 15th / Oct. 13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 

Union Flag-Flying Days in July 
None 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on 
road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches 
No.678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served 
on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 
from Broadlands and The Berry, 10.10 from 
Latchmore Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter 
(via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) at 10.48. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Broadlands 
and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via 
Upton Pyne) at 10.48. Return on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus 
station. 
 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) 
service 55B:  
MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank 
Holidays): 
 
 
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  

7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 13.46, 
16.06, 17.11 (Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. 
This is the 155 service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45, 
17.45 (operated by Dartline) 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 
station) from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17, 
18.10 (operated by Dartline)  
 
To Thorverton from Exeter, outside Next (via 
St David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 
11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 16.45 (Sats only), 17.05 
(Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service and does not 
stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much 
every half-hour in each direction along the 
Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult 
Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of 
this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except 
Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days) 
 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 
14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 
To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 
13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for 
regular commuters, shoppers, children, 
students and jobseekers as well as one-day 
unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details 
from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 
664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or 
www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available 
at the Post Office. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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