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EDITORIAL 

 

 
INDEX

Autumn has arrived, the Summer break is 
over and it’s back to school, work and the 
taxi service! The Autumn events calendar, 
for everyone to hopefully enjoy and 
support, is packed with goodies. 
 
September offers live rock music and 
local bands, dancing and a party 
atmosphere, a film night with a brilliant 
film,  a major local ploughing match with 
local fayre and a corporate tidy up 
morning! I can confidently say there is 
something for everyone, individuals, 
families and friends to get involved in!.  
 
However, none of these events would 
become calendar events without an 
immense amount of hard work being put 
in behind the scenes, so thank you to all 
those who help to make Thorverton the 
vibrant village that it continues to be.  
 
If you haven’t been involved in the 
preparations that is not a problem. Your 
part is to simply turn up, support and 
enjoy the events you choose and I believe 
you will be very pleased with what you 
find.  
 
As you will have noticed, Focus has 
adopted a new and refreshed style inside 
and now on the front cover which we hope 
you will approve of.  
 
If you have any ideas for articles, local 
stories, poetry, local artwork or items of 
interest you would like to see in the 
magazine please let me know and we will 
do our best to accommodate them into 
Focus.  
 
Russ Clarke 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 2022 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or  
changes. Email:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  
or Russ Clarke on 860279. Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturdays 10th Sept and 8th October there will be no Big Breakfasts at the Memorial Hall. 

 

Mon 5th  Welcome Café, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Tues 6th WI Meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm, Alan Pewsey, Dartmoor Rescue. 

Sat 10th  Thorfest, Memorial Hall, 12 noon – 12 midnight. 

Mon 12th  Welcome Café, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Fri 16th Film Night Memorial Hall. 7.30pm 

Sun 18th  Harvest Service at Cadbury Church, 11.15am                                                       

Sun 18th  Harvest Service at Netherexe Church, 3pm.                                                          

Sun 18th  Ploughing Match at Ratcliffe Farm, 10am. Produce sale from 12 noon.    

Mon 19th  Welcome Café, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Fri 23rd  History Society, Neolithic History of Thorverton, Olaf Bayer, WI Hut, 7.30pm. 

Sat 24th  Thorverton Parish Churchyard Tidy Up Day. From 10am 

Sat 24th  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10 – 11 am. 

Sun 25th  Harvest Service at Upton Pyne Church, 10am                                                       

Sun 25th  Harvest Service, Thorverton Parish Church, 11.15am, followed by lunch. 

Mon 26th  Welcome Café, WI Hut, 2.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Tues 4th WI Meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm, John Lowe, Homeward Bound the Boys. 

Sat 15th  Exeter Chamber Choir, ‘The Road Home’, Thorverton Parish Church, 7.30pm     

 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 12th  Big Breakfast, Market and Craft Fair, Memorial Hall, 9.30am – 2.00pm                 

 
To all the kind and generous people in Thorverton and the surrounding areas 

  

I would like to say a HUGE thank you for your support of our charity, by donating your bric-a-brac, 
and by attending the local markets and purchasing our items.  From July 2021 up until this August 

2022, we have raised the amazing sum of £1,674.00!!  Fantastic! 
 

All this money has been donated to the Greyhound Trust Russet Sanctuary in Camborne, where 
Sandra Deacon set up her kennels for greyhound rescue in 2010. 

She does an amazing job and is extremely talented at matching the right dog to the right home. I 
know when I have done a home visit for her in this area that what I report will be truly listened to, 

and I cannot think of any dog I have rehomed through her being returned as unsuitable. 
She is constantly adding to and upgrading her facilities - and all our money has helped her to 

complete full insulation of the newest kennel block - as well as other necessary 
repairs and improvements elsewhere on the property. 

We shall continue to attend the markets each month and will keep you updated as to how things are 
going periodically. 

Thank you all again for your fantastic support. 
 

Anne Rawlings and all the needy greyhounds.

  

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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THORVERTON  
MEMORIAL HALL 
 

 

 

 

This month the Memorial 

Hall becomes the site for 

Thorverton’s very own 

Local Rock Music Festival 

THORFEST which opens 

its doors at 12.00 noon on 

Saturday 10th September 

Live music, plenty of food 

and various bars will provide a great day out 

for all the family. Come and dance the night 

away to some great bands. One night only! 
 

 

This month’s Film Night screens the highly 

acclaimed film OPERATION MINCEMEAT 

starring Colin Firth and Kelly MacDonald. 

In 1943, at the height of World War Two, 

British Intelligence agents hatched an 

elaborate scheme to convince the Germans 

that the Allied forces were planning to invade 

Greece rather than Sicily. The plan, code-

named Operation Mincemeat, involved 

planting forged documents upon a dead body 

before setting him adrift in neutral Spanish 

waters, with the aim of the papers ending up 

in German hands.The false intelligence 

found its way onto Hitler's desk and was 

evidently believed as Germany ordered tanks 

divisions, artillery and boats to defend 

Greece, Sardinia and the Balkans. When 

Allied troops invaded Sicily on 10 July 1943, 

the Nazis were caught unawares. 

  

 

 

 

 

       
       
 

TMH Trustees: 

Russ Clarke, Mike Baldwin, Mike Shelton, 

Jan Wills, Sarah Addicott, Dave Reygate, 

Jenny Reygate, Penny Wiles, Andrew 

Saunders,  Stephanie Shannon, Claire 

Heaven-Roberts, Colin Marshall
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NOTICES 

Thorverton 
 

Churchyard tidy-up 
 

Saturday 24th September   
from 10am 

 

Please help !! 
 

Once again, we are having a day in  
the Churchyard to tidy those areas the 

regular grass-cutter can’t get to.  
We need volunteers to cut, prune,  

strim, rake-up, sweep-up,  
wheel-barrow away …. and  

generally just help. 
 

We will be there from 10am to 4pm,  
but please come for as little or as long 

 as you can. 
Tea and coffee available, but bring a  

packed lunch if you want to help all day. 
 

Phone Tina 860434 …if you want to  
know more.  

 

Tidy the Churchyard 
 

 

 

On SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER at 7.30pm 
  

Thorverton Parish Church 
 

hosts a special concert given by  
 

Exeter Chamber Choir  
 

to take you ‘The Road Home’ 
 

with a programme of a capella choral music 
evoking the passing of the seasons,  

of time and of life itself. 
 

Refreshments available from 7pm and later 
 

Tickets :  £10 in advance (or £12 on the door) 
 

   Children/students  FREE 
 

Available from: www.ticketsource.co.uk 
                or Allison Toogood 07936 978779 
 

 

 

THORVERTON  W I  H U T 

Raddon Road 
 

The Hut is available for hire. 
 

For further details contact 
Sue Maguire – 01392 860631 

 
 

Welcome Café 
 

Every Monday 
 (except Bank Holidays) 

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
Thorverton 

 

Tea, coffee, cake and company. 
 

Everyone welcome 
 

 

COVID RECOVERY FUND 
 

It may not be too widely known, but in April 2020 
Thorverton C19 Group was given some funding 
from Devon County Council’s Prompt Action 
Fund. This fund was set up to help communities 
as they tried to recover from the pandemic. It was 
left to our C19 Group coordinators to decide how 
best to allocate the money, with the guidance that 
it was intended to help provide: 
• safe deliveries of essential goods and 

services to those who are vulnerable, such 
as foods and medicines; or 

• support for accessing online information and 
services; or 

• virtual support groups to help people to stay 
connected and informed and to maintain and 
support mental health and wellbeing; or 

• transport-related initiatives that support safe 
community responses to the outbreak. 

 

In practice, we have given money to help support 
Lucy’s Larder. There remains £220 of the fund for 
Thorverton. We are aware that Lucy’s Larder runs 
at a small financial loss and so our intention 
would be to allow the remainder of the fund to go 
to Lucy’s Larder. However, before we do so, 
please contact me if you have any suggestions 
as to any other deserving projects which meet 
one or more of the above criteria and which might 
also be considered. 
 

Neville Lane 
Tel: 01392 861062, email: nevilleslane@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

mailto:nevilleslane@gmail.com
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Silverton Monday Whist Group 
 

 
Fancy a game of cards one afternoon? 

 

We are a small friendly group (some of whom 
had never previously played before) who 
meet for a couple of hours at St Mary’s 
Church Hall Silverton fortnightly on 
Monday afternoons at 2.00 pm to play 
Whist.  New players are always welcome 
and, if you have never played the game 
before, we can show you how.  It is fun, easy 
to learn and helps keep the brain cells active! 
 

We will be playing on Mondays 12th and 26th 
September so if you are free why not come 
and join us? Admission £4 includes a free 
raffle and refreshments.   
If you need any more information, please 
contact Margaret or Martin on 01392 
860971 or e-mail on 
martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com.   
We’d be pleased to hear from you! 
 
 

  VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 
 

for SILVERTON LINK UP                  
charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham 
House Surgery patients to healthcare 

appointments. In a rural area where public 
transport can be difficult you would find it 
most rewarding providing a vital lifeline to 

vulnerable patients.                                      
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one 
journey a week or as little as one a month, 
whatever suits. You would use your own 
vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed.                  

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 
 

If interested and for further information 
please contact Link Up coordinator:-  

    Roger Higman, 07821718672    
        

roger.higman@icloud.com 
 

 

Silverton Link Up  

 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham 
House Surgery  

Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery 
patients. 

 

If you have problems going to Health 
Appointments … surgery, hospital, opticians 
or dentists … Link Up may be able to help.  

Let us do the driving. 
 

 

THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD 

NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and 

banking services (inc. for business),          

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, 

online shopping returns, phone top-ups,        

gift cards, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

greetings cards, local postcards, notelets, 

posting and packing materials, photocopying + 

lots more      

Please keep supporting this vital local 

amenity 

TCT Shop 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

(Closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

Sat 8.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs 9.00 – 10.30 

Post Office 

Mon – Fri    9.00 – 5.30 

(Closed 1.00 - 2.00    

                     Sat 9.00 – 12.00 

Sun & BHs closed 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
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Harvest Service at 
Netherexe Church 

 

 
 

18th September 3:00pm 
[Followed by Tea and Cake] 

 
Other September Harvest 

services within  
The Netherexe Parishes: 

 
18th September 11:15am 
 Cadbury 
25th September 10:00am 
 Upton Pyne 
25th September 11:15am 
 Thorverton  
         
             [Followed by Lunch] 

 

 

 

  
 

PLOUGHING MATCH AT 
RATCLIFFE FARM 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18th 
 

 
 

The Cheriton Fitzpaine ploughing match is 
being held on 18th September at Ratcliffe 
Farm.  It starts at 10am with the ploughing.  
The produce tent will open about 12 after 
the judging.  
There is still time to enter and schedules 
can be got by emailing  

julie_davie@outlook.com 
  

There are a wide variety of classes: 
Victoria sandwich, carrot cake, sausage 
rolls, jam, vegetables,  flowers and 
photographs to name just a few. There are 
also children's classes. There will be a 
burger van and an ice cream van. A great 
afternoon out for all the family.  
 

Dogs are allowed but please keep them on 
a lead. 
 

Julie Davie  

 
 

mailto:julie_davie@outlook.com
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 Thorverton Royal British Legion 
 

 
A very big “Thank You” to everyone who supported our 10th annual “Cream Tea” 
delivery service on Saturday 13th August - another great response again this year. 

 

281 cream teas were made, packed and delivered.  We really hope you all enjoyed 
them.  

 

Also, a very kind thank you to the people who generously gave donations and to 
those who gave a bit extra for their cream teas.  

 

Thank you to Penny and all the team who worked so hard on the day.  
 

A grand total of £1,025 was raised, of which £450 will go to the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal, £400 to the Ukraine Appeal and £175 to the Thorverton RBL Branch & 

Community Fund, of which £75 will be donated to our village food bank  
“Lucy’s Larder.” 

 

From Alex & Penny Fice and all the team. Thankyou. 
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We are delighted to announce that Thorfest will be back this 
September 10th at the Thorverton Memorial Hall for the fourth time! 
Get the date into your diaries….  
 
The vast majority of you that have been to the music festival before 
will know how much fun we all have, and what a great showcase it is 
for all of the terrific local musical talent we have here in Thorverton.  

 
The big marquee stage will return for eleven bands playing from 12 o’clock midday to 12 
o’clock midnight, including a headlining spot for local lads Backbench Rebellion, who were 
all-conquering at the last Thorfest in 2019.  
 
 
There will also be additional music from the Live Lounge, for lower-key performances from 
very talented local acts. This will be situated by the outdoor barbecue and the Hall.  
 
Within the marquee bar you will find plenty of ales on offer from Hanlons and The Beer Engine 
lined up in the usual barrels. On the other side of the marquee we will have plenty of excellent 
cider provided by Sandford. 
 
Orchards.  Lager, wines and spirits will be available within the Memorial Hall bar.  
 
The Thorfest Barbecue will be back providing burgers and hotdogs, with vegetarian options 
available. 
 
All beers, ciders, other drinks and all food to be paid for with tokens, as with previous festivals. 
These can be easily purchased at the front desk as you come into the Memorial Hall.  
 
As with all previous Thorfests, all profits that we make will be reinvested back into the village 
as well as local causes. So far, the festivals have collectively raised over £12,000 that has 
been used towards:  
 

➢ Primary School & Pre-School - new outdoor facilities, outdoor equipment, and the new 

library building 

➢ Memorial Hall – new kitchen, new bar area, and improvement of facilities  

➢ Thorverton village Christmas lights  

 
We are also looking for sponsors who wish to have their names attached to Thorfest to come 
forward. The costs of the festival are fully covered by our wonderful sponsors. A range of 
sponsorship packages are available.  Each sponsor will benefit from a sponsorship package 
to help them enjoy their day even more, so please get in touch.  
 
Can’t wait to see you there!!!   
 

Mark Welsh  
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The weekly programme of Exeter Forum talks from Wednesday 7 September to Wednesday 
28 September is listed here. Meetings take place in the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, 
Exeter, EX4 3AT. Visitors are welcome subject to a small charge of £3 for each talk.  Any 
programme changes necessitated will be shown on the Exeter Forum website. 
 
Forum is taking its Summer Break from Wed 17 August to Wed 31 August. 
 

September Talks Programme 
 

Wed 
7 Sept 

Becky 
Trout 

The roles and rescues of the Devon Air Ambulance Trust 
Devon is very fortunate in having a long-standing air ambulance 
service. This talk will look at the major roles of the Devon Air Ambulance 
and some recent rescues. The talk will include examples of how the 
latest technology is being employed, for example to enable rescues to 
take place after dark. 
 

Wed 
14 Sept 

Hannah 
Ruby 

Positive messages from music and songs - a musical 
entertainment by Hannah Ruby   
Local musician Hannah Ruby will sing a selection of songs 
accompanied by various instruments and tell us why these songs 
matter. Hannah’s choice of music will take us on a journey from the 
1960s to the present day.  (Talk postponed from August)  

Wed 

21 Sept 
Belinda 
Dillon 

Heritage & Place – shaping Exeter’s story through arts & cultural 
projects 
Belinda has worked in Partnership & Development for the University of 
Exeter and Exeter Culture since 2017, focusing on sector support and 
relationship management. As part of this role, she helped to deliver the 
city’s first Place-based Cultural Strategy and was part of the team 
responsible for Exeter becoming a UNESCO City of Literature. Her talk 
will look at how arts and cultural projects will come together to tell 
Exeter’s story and how the wider community can be involved in these 
initiatives. 
 

Wed 
28 Sept 

Leigh 
Edwards 

Energy and Climate, Past Present and Future 
In this talk, Leigh will show how in our never-ending quest for more 
energy and fuels, to power our industries, vehicles, homes, lifestyles, 
and burgeoning economies, we humans have harnessed resources that 
took hundreds of millions of years to form. We have rapidly gathered 
them and burnt most of them over a period of around two hundred and 
sixty years; around one million times faster than the fossil fuels were 
laid down. Releasing all that carbon so very quickly, has changed our 
environment and our climate. We have now recognised that we have to 
make changes, and very substantial ones at that. This talk looks at how 
our energy and fuel needs have changed over time, and their effects on 
our climate. It also looks at our options for future energy, and what, if 
anything, we can do to stop the changes, or if we have done too little 
too late? 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  11   Vol 53 No 8 September 2022 

 

 

THORVERTON GARDENS OPEN FOR HOSPICARE 
 

Many thanks to those who visited the three Thorverton gardens which were open in June, with 
donations going to Hospiscare. It wasn’t the warmest of days, but it did stay dry and so visitors were 
able to go around three very different gardens as well as enjoy tea and cakes and purchase plants.  

 
Pictured here, in Annette’s garden, are from left to 
right Jane Lane, Annette Mawson and Anne Riozzi, 
who presented a cheque for £482 to Jake Cawthorne 
for Hospiscare. 
 
It would make for a great afternoon for visitors if we 
had even more Thorverton gardens open for 
Hospiscare in 2023, so if you are interested in the 
possibility of opening your garden one afternoon next 
summer, do contact Hospiscare on 01392 688000. 
 

Jane Lane 
 

 
DEVON OPEN STUDIOS COMES TO THORVERTON 

 

Local textile artist Alison Whateley, who moved into her studio at Fortescue 
Court in February, is taking part in this year’s “Devon Open Studios” event, which 
runs from 10th - 25th September.  
 
Alison, who is inspired by both coast and countryside, creates contemporary 
seascapes, landscapes and botanical pieces, using a combination of new and 
upcycled fabrics and embellishments.  
 
Using both free motion machine embroidery and 
hand stitching, her work is recognisable for its soft, 
watercolour like qualities which she achieves 
using layers of sheer fabrics such as organza and 
net. Recently, Alison has also been experimenting 
with a more abstract style, where she uses colour, 
texture and shape to evoke a sense of place. 

 
Alison sells her work 
locally, nationally, 
and internationally. 
She also runs regular 
workshops from her studio as well as travelling around the South West to teach 
groups such as South West Quilters and The Embroiderers Guild. 
 
Alison will be opening her studio at 5 Fortescue Court, Thorverton, EX5 5JN on 
most days between 13th and 25th Sept from 11am to 5pm. All her current artwork 
will be available to view and purchase, and you will be able to meet Alison and 
see her at work. Please note that the studio will not be open on 14th, 19th, 23rd 
and 24th September as there are workshops taking place on those days. 
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CHURCH SERVICES & NEWS 
SERVICES & INFORMATION SEPTEMBER 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 4 September Trinity 14  
09:30 am Holy Communion      Thorverton KR 
10:00 am Morning Worship  Stoke Canon Lay Led  
10:00 am Coffee & Conversation  Brampford Speke Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury TC 
 
Sunday 11 September Trinity 15 
11:15 am  Holy Communion                      Upton Pyne    TC 
11:15 am Café Church      Rewe    Lay Led 
 
Sunday 18 September Trinity 16 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke  GC 
11:15 am Harvest Service     Cadbury   TC 
03:00 pm Harvest Service     Netherexe   TC 
05:00 pm Holy Communion      Stoke Canon   MSS  
 
Sunday 25 September Trinity 17 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Newton St Cyres  TC 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
10:00 am Harvest Service     Upton Pyne   Lay Led 
11:15 am Harvest Service & Lunch    Thorverton   Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Rewe    TC 
03:00 pm Baptism Service     Brampford Speke  TC 
 
Tuesday 27 September 
09:00 am Chattertots      Thorverton   Lay Led 
 
 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
   
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of 
the homepage. 
 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking    LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister]  
   
TL Revd Tony Lane    KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter   MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org 
     
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, 
EX5 4AS. 
  

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:tim.collins@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/


Focus on Thorverton  14   Vol 53 No 8 September 2022 

 

 

PARISH LETTER 
 

Strange Times 
 

September is traditionally a month of largesse, 
fecundity, harvest and the gathering of fruits in 
readiness for Winter. It is a generous, abundant 
time when nature seems to enfold us in a loving 
embrace and assure us that all is well and there 
will be feasting ahead. This year it feels more 
frugal. Many crops have already been harvested 
but yields are down and although there is fruit to 
be picked it is smaller, wizened and quickly over-
ripe. Trees look relieved to have produced any 
fruits at all and are now dropping leaves, dry as 
crisps and giving up for the year. Flowers fade 
quickly and the grass is a brown crackling carpet.  
 

Of course, there is an upside, especially if you love 
a Mediterranean climate, barbeques and have 
access to a pool, but our country is not really 
adapted to such temperatures and now we are 
officially in a drought with warnings of wild fires, 
danger of reservoirs running dry and dire 
predictions of the likelihood that this will be a 
recurring situation due to climate change caused 
by mankind’s industrial activities, pollution and our 
sheer numbers. 
 

On a global scale, economies and world markets 
are struggling with various woes, not least the war 
in Ukraine, so that this Winter could be truly 
terrifying for millions of people who will struggle to 
heat their homes, run cars or simply feed their 
families. Frankly, watching the news these days 
requires at least a PG rating to avoid being 
traumatised as the doom-mongers relish informing 
us of any number of ghastly events over which we 
have no control and no ability to plan for. We look 
expectantly at our government to solve all these 
problems rather than ourselves, but they are 
similarly stymied by factors beyond their control. 
 

How far we have come from the years of Pandemic 
when we were tempted to eat out with reduced bills 
and petrol was cheaper than any of us had seen 
for a decade…one might have expected an easier 
year after all that …didn’t we all learn vital lessons 
about priorities, helping our neighbours, making 
sacrifices? So why are we being punished further 
and where is God in all this? Is he with us? Is he 
even listening?  
 

A teenager asked me the other day, “Do you think 
religion will still be around in another fifty years?” 
“Absolutely yes,” I replied. But where does that 
answer come from? Is it faith or a refusal to face 
facts!  
 

There are times in all our lives when we ask the 
question which even Jesus asked on the cross, in 
the extremity of his suffering. “Father, why have 
you forsaken me?” 
 

Job, a character from the Old Testament, was a 
good man who loved God, but Satan argued with 
God that the only reason he was a believer was 
because his life was happy and going well. God 
allowed Job to be stripped of everything he loved 
in his life to test whether he would still be true to 
him. Well, Job was, despite the enormous 
sufferings he endured and despite getting quite 
angry with God for apparently deserting him until, 
finally, he was rewarded with seven times more 
reasons for happiness than he had lost. The story 
is an attempt to explore the fact of human suffering, 
particularly when it happens to apparently good 
and innocent people. It is a problem which 
Christians, indeed most people, find the hardest to 
reconcile with a loving God. 
 

Times like these, when life throws any number of 
hardships at you, can seem like a cruel and 
undeserved reward for trying to do the right thing, 
but Job needed to learn that his godliness was 
tinged with self-righteousness - an expectation of 
things going well for him. We are fortunate in so 
many respects for the comfortable lives we live and 
have come to expect. Perhaps these times will not 
turn out to be so bad, but if they do, we will rally 
and face the problems as people did before.  
 

During the last war and the years of recovery 
afterwards people report that some of the best of 
mankind came to the fore. During rationing, our 
nation’s health regarding diet was the best it has 
ever been. Community spirit and kindness were 
uppermost in people’s minds. People lived with far 
less and thus made the most of every resource. In 
times of plenty, we see greed, selfishness and 
flagrant waste. Ironically, if we are all desperate to 
save fuel this year, we will help reduce our impact 
on climate change.  
 

Yes, we will complain and blame the government, 
the climate, the war, outside influences and God 
…. but we have to carry on, trust in our friends, 
offer others our support, hold on to our values, and 
if that includes faith in God, hold fast to that and, 
above all, examine what further lessons we can 
learn about our relationship with him and where he 
wants to lead us. More than anything else, 
remember that we will emerge stronger, more 
resilient and that God is with us, believer or not, all 
the way. 
 

Gail Whalley 
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WHAT A PARTY! 
  

A plethora of puddings!  
A smorgasbord of sweets! 
A delectation of desserts! 
And what they all add up to was one very sweetly 
successful afternoon in the Rectory Garden, at 
Thorverton, on 7th August.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

The 
trees in the 

garden provided the 
perfect shade on a hot sunny day 

for the gathering of over 50 people to enjoy a 
culinary feast, a chance to sample an amazing 
variety of puddings. Whether a classic summer 
pudding or apple crumble, home-made ice-cream, 
sponges and black forest gateau, choux pastry and 
cream – oh so much wonderful cream: runny, 
clotted and whipped; and then there were the trifles 
and junket and lemon meringue pie; or whether, it 
was a chance to savour something different – 
“Cherriots of Fire” an amazing blend of cherries, 
ginger, orange zest and brandy, or poached 
peaches, almond frangipane tart, lemon paradise 
or any number of other delicious, calorific delights. 
There was definitely something on offer to tickle 
any tastebuds – well the sweet tastebuds, anyway. 
 

 
 
 
 

Seconds, 
thirds and 
fourths were very 
much the order of the day! All 
accompanied by refreshing, cold juices, 
or that summer staple of a tall glass of Pimm’s! The 
chattering with old friends and new continued all 
afternoon, and provided a great opportunity for 

Mary and I to get to know people from across the 
parishes a little better.  A truly joy-filled occasion! 
 

But none of this would have been possible without 
the support of many people - who helped with 
gazebos and parasols, chairs and crockery; and 
the end of day tasks of clearing up and tidying 
away. 
 

So, a huge, great big thank you to each and every 
one who contributed to make it just such an 
enjoyable afternoon. And perhaps the first of many 
such occasions in the Rectory Garden. 
 

All blessings 
Revd Tim Collins 
Priest-in-Charge 

Netherexe Mission Community 

 
 

DEVON, GLORIOUS DEVON 
 

I belong to Exeter Male Voice Praise Choir.  Our 
members are not young.  Our former doyen David, 
aged 94, recently thought it wise to retire from 
membership as he was finding it increasingly 
difficult to drive at night in order to attend 
practices.  But it was John who broke all the 
records.  A true Devonian in his late nineties, this 
enthusiastic second tenor remained hale and 
hearty and his singing voice seemed as strong as 
ever.  His wife Elsie was of similar vintage.  A 
talented pianist, she possessed the same large 
number of marbles as her husband and would 
occasionally read a poem at one of our 
engagements.  They had been married for over 75 
years.  But even John could not keep going for 
ever and when he died a couple of weeks or so 
before his hundredth birthday, the choir sang at his 
funeral.  At the end of the service, Elsie took her 
seat at the piano and led the congregation in a 
rousing rendition of Glorious Devon.  What a send-
off it was! 
 

     When Adam and Eve were dispossessed  
     Of a garden hard by heaven, 
     They planted another one down in the west, 
     ‘Twas Devon, ‘twas Devon, glorious Devon. 
 
Indeed. I was born and bred in the Black Country, 
while Fiona’s family were originally from the East 
End of London.  We never thought in our wildest 
dreams that we would end up living in 
Devon.  Devon was a place people went for their 
holidays and indeed Fiona has wonderful 
memories of an idyllic fortnight spent camping in 
the county as a child with her parents and younger 
sister and another family.  Many years later, 
a whole combination of circumstances 
brought first one member of her family, then 
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another, and then another, down to the West 
Country.  And so we, in our turn, came to live in 
Tiverton, in order to be near to Fiona’s mother, and 
then, some 15 years later, to Thorverton.  To 
paraphrase Wordsworth: 
 
     Bliss was it in that dawn to live in Tiverton 
     But to live in Thorverton was very heaven! 
 
Indeed, the transition from pleasant market town to 
picturesque village has been a delightful one.  And 
since, as we have said, Devon is a place that 
people go to on holiday, we sometimes feel that 
such is our permanent state.  It is therefore no 
hardship to take a staycation in our lovely peaceful 
village.  Truth to tell, even the thought of going 
away on holiday tires us at the present 
moment, especially the idea of travel abroad.  In 
fact, such is the hassle involved that we may never 
get on a plane again, although Eurostar remains a 
viable option. (On this theme, see John Spivey’s 
‘Joy of the Simple Life’ in July’s Focus). 
 

Of course, coming to live in Devon as an outsider 
involves a certain adjustment.  The first time I was 
asked ‘Where’s it to?’ I evinced a mild 
bewilderment but with time got used to the turn of 
phrase.  A little more complicated was the 
personification of objects, as in the following 
dialogue during a visit to an old lady in Tiverton. 
She: ‘Where’s ‘e gone?’  Me: ‘Oh, is there 
someone with you?’  She: ‘No, I can’t find me pen.’  
 

There are also the jokes about people from 
Cornwall and the perennial issue of cream and 
jam.  Very providentially, my own instinctive 
leaning is cream first, then jam.  But on the whole, 
language has not been a problem, though I 
suspect it is often because the natives have the 
consideration to make a special effort when 
speaking to outsiders.  Among themselves it might 
be a different matter.  Of course, you always have 
to be careful because so many people are related 
to each other and it might take many years for the 
outsider to find out.  ‘Oh, didn’t you know?  She’s 
my cousin.’  ‘Oh yes, my son married 
her brother’s daughter,’ and so on.  It was much 
more difficult for my dear wife to adjust to Black 
Country dialect! 
 

So…although we have various invitations from our 
children to trendy London, leafy Worcestershire, 
historic Geneva and  the sunny South of 
France, we are content to spend our time in 
Glorious Thorverton, with its rolling country lanes 
and fields full of cows and sheep just a tiny 
distance away.  And its lovely people too, of 
course.           

                              Maurice Harrison 

TADS 
 

75 Years of Thorverton Amateur Dramatic 
Society - Part 2  
(Part 1 appeared in the March edition of Focus) 
 

Alice Selley, in her own words – almost! 

When Frank and I moved to Thorverton in 
1975, I really wanted to take up bell-ringing but 
the secondary school, where I was supply 
teaching at the time, painted such a gruesome 
picture of what could happen if you forgot to let 
go of the bell rope in time. “You’ll go swinging 
up to the rafters, be smashed to pieces, and 
every bone in your body will be broken when 
you hit the stone floor below”. “So, that was 
out! Someone else suggested I join the Drama 
Group, which was a much safer option. 
At that time, Derek Milford was the producer, 
so along I went to my first meeting in the WI 
hut. The group back then had plenty of 
members, so plenty of choice, and the 
scenario went as follows: “OK”, says he. “Go 
and stand in the back row of the chorus – just 
mouth the words. Whatever you do, DON’T 
SING. How he knew I was tone deaf is still a 
mystery to me. Whatever, I did as I was told 
and “stood in the back row”. I think the 
pantomime was “Little Red Riding Hood” and I 
was definitely not put off by my initial 
experience. I was cast as one of the gypsy 
troop and that’s how it began. 
 
My first pantomime, in which I actually had a 
scripted part, was “The Dog” in “Babes in the 
Wood”, staged in January 1978. Many more 
followed in quick succession including 
“Robinson Crusoe” (1980), “Sleeping Beauty” 
(1981), “Hansel and Gretel” (1984), 
“Pinocchio” (1986) and “Robin Hood” (1987) 
amongst others. I played a huge variety of 
roles and had a thoroughly good time. 
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Although the pantos were highlights, we also 
performed serious drama: “Habeas Corpus” 
(1990), “Under Milk Wood” (1991), “The Real 
Inspector Hound” (1992) and “Ladies in 
Retirement” to name but a very few. For 
“Ladies in Retirement”, Marion (Crang), 
Rosemary (Stoyle) and I had to be specially 
made up to look old, with flour in our hair and 
wrinkles painted on our faces. Ray (Morrish), 
as the detective and Claire (Cousins) 
completed the cast and I well remember 
Claire’s rendition of “Willow, Tit Willow”. Just 
think; if we were to re-stage that production 
now with the same cast (unfortunately sadly 
impossible), we wouldn’t need the makeup. 
What a lot of time that would save us! I also 
want to mention the “Mystery Plays”, 
performed in the yard of the Exeter Inn with 
hay bales for audience seating. They were 
very special performances and so popular we 
were asked to do them again a few years later. 
I loved my part in “The Pie and the Tart”. 
 

 
 
As a group we tried to stage two productions a 
year. These were usually a spring play and a 
panto in the winter. Some years we put on 
special productions for Church Week too as 
well as the occasional revue. After the final 
performance in a run, we always had a party 
at the WI hut, brought along food and drink to 
share and many members did “party pieces”, 
which were one-acts or sketches written and 
rehearsed in their own time. I thought these 
were brilliant and wondered where they found 
the energy to perform these wonderful stunts 
after a gruelling week of performances, but 
somehow they did and obviously enjoyed it. 
 

I mentioned my lack of musical ability earlier. 
This was solved when a dear fellow member 
visited me at home and took the time and 
trouble to train and rehearse me to an 
acceptable standard for performance. I was 
also helped by one of our junior members, who 
had the sweetest singing voice. She would 
stand in the wings and “ghost” me, ready to 
step in if I failed. What a wonderful boost to my 
confidence that was. 
 
As a Drama Group, we didn’t just rehearse and 
perform but also met socially for barbeques, 
walks on Dartmoor and an annual dinner. One 
“barbie” took place at Bidwell, where Marion 
Crang, one of our members, had been born 
and brought up and which was farmed at that 
time by her brother, Andrew. On that occasion, 
the event involved a tractor ride to the river. 
Very exciting!!  We also went to Fortescue on 
several occasions, took our own food and wine 
and cooked on a large open fire by the river. 
When we were replete, we paddled to cool 
ourselves. One time, it could almost have been 
scripted for us, we heard such a sweet tinkling 
sound – shades of “A Midsomer Night’s 
Dream” perhaps, or maybe “Peter Pan.”  No, 
just someone’s dog having a wee in an empty 
frying pan. We howled with laughter at the 
poor soul, who had unintentionally taken 
centre stage and we were still laughing when 
we got home. In fact, writing this brings a smile 
to my lips even now. And, what about the 
occasion when, one hot summer’s evening, an 
unnamed giddy member, feeling hot, stripped 
off her shirt and shorts and plunged into the 
river in her underwear to cool off. 
 
Well, there it all was and what brilliant, 
wonderful fun. My amateur panto days started 
as a DOG and when I was cast as a BIRD, I 
realised my day was done, my stint over. Our 
Drama Group also moved from what I always 
thought of as “our home” at the WI hut to the 
Memorial Hall and, for me, a lot of the magic 
disappeared with that change. It was time for 
yours truly to take her last curtain call and her 
final bow. 
 

Edited and adapted by Sheena Hunter-Hedges 
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LEGAL EAGLE 
 
On the afternoon of January 20th 1843, Daniel 
M’Naghten, from Glasgow, strolled along 
Whitehall in the direction of Downing Street. 
M’Naghten intended to shoot the Prime 
Minister, Sir Robert Peel. In a case of mistaken 
identity, M’Naghten shot and killed Edward 
Drummond, The PM’s secretary. M’Naghten 
was indicted for murder and at his trial the 
defence introduced evidence of his insanity, 
particularly his obsession with certain morbid 
delusions. The presiding judge, Lord Tindal 
C.J., directed the jury in the following terms: 
“The question to be asked is whether … the 
prisoner had or had not the use of his 
understanding, so as to know that he was 
doing a wrong and wicked act.” The jury 
returned a verdict of not guilty by reason of 
insanity. This led to something of a furore; the 
matter was debated in the House of Lords, and 
their lordships decided to require the judges to 
advise them on the relevant legal principles. 
 
The joint answer given by fourteen judges 
provides the M’Naghten rules, the test by 
which the issue of insanity is determined. In 
essence the test provides that every person is 
presumed sane, but this can be rebutted by 
evidence that they were “labouring under such 
a defect of reason, from disease of the mind, 
as not to know the nature and quality of the act 
he was doing, or, if he did know it, that he did 
not know he was doing what was wrong”. 
 
A disease of the mind will be established 
where an internal factor causes a 
malfunctioning of the mind. The disease of the 
mind must lead to a defect of reason which 
affects the intellectual or cognitive capacities 
of the mind i.e., the capacities of reason, 
memory and understanding. The defect of 
reason results in the accused not knowing the 
nature and quality of their act and/or not 
knowing that the act is wrong in the sense that 
they are unable to appreciate the legal as 
opposed to moral wrongfulness of their act. 
 
On January 22nd 2021, Shelagh Robertson, 
75, was driving home from a trip to Tesco. 
Robertson turned into the path of a van on the 
A10 at Waterbeach in Cambridgeshire, forcing  

 
 
 
it onto the pavement where it hit Rachael 
Thorold and her son Louis; Louis died as a 
result of the accident. Robertson was charged  
with causing death by careless driving. The 
defence entered a plea of insanity. During the 
trial, the court heard evidence from Adam 
Zeman, professor of cognitive behavioural 
neurology at the University of Exeter. It is 
reported that Professor Zeman told the court 
that Robertson had “dementia caused most 
probably by Alzheimer’s disease” and that 
Robertson would have been at “high risk” of 
becoming confused at that junction and one 
possible outcome would be to look the wrong 
way.” 
 
Counsel for the defence told the court that it 
was “obvious” that Robertson’s driving “fell 
below the standard of a reasonable and 
competent driver” and that she was “ill-
equipped to negotiate” the junction due to the 
dementia of which she was unaware, as her 
condition had not been diagnosed at the time. 
Counsel for the prosecution accepted that an 
MRI scan taken in September or October 2021 
was “strong evidence of that” but made the 
point that “it is not just a question of whether 
someone has dementia, it is a question of how 
bad it is” and in this particular case, how bad it 
was in January 2021. 
 
Judge Mark Bishop instructed the jury that in 
order to return a special verdict of not guilty by 
reason of insanity they had to be satisfied that 
Robertson had dementia at the time and either 
did not know what she was doing or did not 
know what she was doing was wrong. The 
judge added that this did not include a 
momentary failure to concentrate. 
 
After deliberating for over 7 hours, the jury 
found Robertson not guilty by reason of 
insanity. 
 
                                              Clive Hamblin. 
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WOMENS INSTITUTE 
WI Report for August 2022 
 
On Tuesday 2nd August Maggie Dunlop joined 
the WI Members and visitors to talk about the 
Defibrillator.  She explained about the funding 
of both machines in Thorverton, one sited 
outside the Doctor’s Surgery in the Bury and 
the other at the road end of the WI Hut.  
Maggie was able to show what would be found 
‘inside the box’, and she explained how it all 
worked.  After watching two explanatory 
videos, members were invited to ask 
questions.  Maggie had brought along the 
dummy and members were invited to have a 
go at CPR.  This proved to be more difficult 
than it looked.  Everyone agreed that Maggie 
had given a clear explanation of the machine 
and its workings which made one feel more 
confident should the need ever arise for it to 
be used. 
 
Dates to Note: 
 
Tuesday 6th September, 2.30pm – Alan 
Pewsey – Dartmoor Rescue    Competition – 
Most appealing model or picture of a dog. 
 
Saturday, 24th September – WI Coffee 
Morning and Market, 10 to about 11 o’clock in 
the WI Hut. 
 
Tuesday, 4th October, 2.30pm – John Lowe – 
Homeward Bound the Boys. Competition – 
Painting or photograph of World War 2 Aircraft. 
All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut 
starting at 2.30pm.  New members are always 
welcome, visitors can also join meetings. 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

POETRY 
 
The Autumn Leaf 
Fluttering like a butterfly,  
I chanced to see it fall, 
Held out my hand instinctively 
Its downward drift to stall; 
And there it lay upon my palm, 
A symbol of the season –  
Why the desire to take it home? 
I knew no logic reason: 
Except that it was attractive, 
Held the sunlight of the year 
And a certain whispered promise 
That new leaves would soon appear.  
Fragile as silk unfurled in spring, 
It had weathered many a storm, 
And withstood pests and pestilence, 
Keeping purity of form. 
One unique, perfect leaf of gold 
I pressed, then framed and cherished; 
What kindly breeze brought it to me 
While all its kin lie perished? 
 
From Poems of the English Countryside by 
Doreen Beer 
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THE JOY OF IMAGES & MUSIC 
 

Images or Music in isolation can be unsatisfying, 
but, when combined, the experience can be 
magical. Ballet, Musical Theatre or Opera occupy 
your senses more than just listening to a piece of 
music which has no visual connection. With music, 
context is very important. There are many 
examples that spring to mind: Kubrick's use of the 
The Blue Danube Waltz with a giant rotating 
spaceship in 2001 A Space Odyssey;  
 
Philip Glass's score with (the speechless) 
Koyaanisqatsi, the1982 movie; the Stravinsky 
ballets The Firebird and Rite of Spring; and Arthur 
Sullivan's jaunty music to W.S.Gilbert's thinly 
veiled political satires in the Savoy Operettas. etc. 
 

If you were asked to compile a list of your favourite 
music (for Desert Island Discs for example) many 
of your selections would provide a memory of the 
music being played in a specific place or when you 
met a lover or friend. Music in complete isolation is 
less satisfying and less memorable. 
 

Likewise, images, paintings, sculptures, or 
photographs can be much improved by a suitable 
background soundtrack. Try watching ballet with 
the sound off. I once attended a performance by 
Sadler's Wells Ballet (I think) where one item had 
literally no music; all you could hear was the 
scuffing of ballet shoes and the creaking of joints (I 
exaggerate a little) - actually the stage floorboards 
were creaking - and no music ... not in any way 
satisfying.  
 

If you put together a travelogue of landscape 
images, a suitable accompanying sound track is 
vital. Look on Youtube - there are many videos of 
this genre.  
 

With some films the musical soundtrack has 
outlived the film. Vaughn Williams' Symphonia 
Antarctica sets the mood for Scott of the Antarctic 
and is often performed without the film - although I 
would suggest that a concert performance of this 
music would be improved with a screen behind the 
orchestra showing appropriate clips from the film 
or modern colour images of Antarctica taken more 
recently. Sound tracks from Titanic and Star Wars 
are now played at BBC Proms. The Mozart piano 
concerto 21, which was used in the Swedish film, 
Elvira Madigan, has become so popular that it is 
now known by the title of the film. Even the 
traditional BBC Proms have introduced screens 
behind the orchestra in the Royal Albert Hall. 
 

Maybe we have come to want more visual input 
after so many decades of watching TV and movies.  

 
 
We have also come to expect (and need?) more 
stimulation. Watching old movies, you immediately 
notice that each ‘take’ lasts for at least 10 seconds. 
In modern movies (particularly action movies) this 
is reduced to one second or even less. This can 
make the soundtrack difficult to match to the 
moving images and is much less enjoyable. 
 

Of course, modern popular music performances 
are now backed by spectacular light shows with 
powerful flashing lights, lasers, giant TV screens 
and pyrotechnics with the music relayed through 
kilowatt (megawatt??) banks of speakers. Whether 
this is an improvement on low-key performances 
by Simon & Garfunkel (Bridge over Troubled 
Water) or Don McLean (American Pie) is a matter 
for discussion. The Beatles stopped touring when 
they could no longer hear what they were playing 
over the screams of the mostly female crowd. One 
presumes that the audience were there for the 
visual experience rather than the need to be able 
to listen to the music. (MPs in the House of 
Commons at PMQs please note).  
 

I remember sitting down (on the floor in a friend's 
house in Kampala, Uganda, with a glass of wine) 
to listen, for the first time, to Sergeant Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts Club Band in 1967. We were spell-
bound, listening to the complete album (and didn't 
need to shout or scream!). Does this happen now 
when new albums are released? In fact, do we get 
concept albums anymore, or are they just 
individual stand-alone tracks? I must admit to 
being out of touch ! 
 

Background music in shops, lifts, bus stops, 
hospitals and railway stations is a matter of taste. 
Some find it relaxing, some hate it, but at some 
level it must be useful or it wouldn't be used.  Music 
While You Work goes back more than 70 years, to 
be replaced, in recent years, in many work-places 
by Radio 2 (or Radio 1 on building sites). Amazon 
Echo and Alexa have been insinuated into our 
kitchens and give us image and sound stimulation 
while we cook or eat. TV is often now the 
accompaniment to meals in many homes, not to 
mention the use of the smart phone. In some 
homes attempts are made to ban phones from the 
dining table with varying degrees of success.  
 

However, whatever your taste, do continue to 
enjoy your music, and your images, together or 
apart.  

John Spivey 
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HISTORY SOCIETY 

Walking Tour of Cadbury Castle 
 

On Tuesday 19th July, in wonderful sunshine, a 
happy band of society members set forth up the hill 
to Cadbury Castle in the excellent company of the 
owners, David and Catriona Fursdon, Tom 
Cadbury, the Assistant Curator of RAMM’s 
antiquities collection, local archaeologist Bryony 
Cole and our recent speaker, Greg Chuter, the 
Senior Archaeologist for the Environment Agency 
in the Southwest.  
 
Cadbury Castle is acknowledged as the site of an 
ancient Iron Age fort.  It forms the highest part of 
the Fursdon estate owned by the family for nearly 
eight hundred years, and so we were particularly 
grateful to be accompanied and welcomed by 
David Fursdon who was able to give the group an 
overview of their careful trusteeship, 
archaeological finds and some of the known 
history of the site. 
 
Cadbury Castle has been a scheduled monument 
since 1924 and is listed as a univallate hill fort (a 
defended enclosure).  It has an oval, grassed and 
level enclosure, defined by a three-metre-high 
rampart and an outer ditch.  A second rampart and 
ditch were added on the eastern, south and west 
sides, while a more modern entrance has been cut 
in the north-east rampart to enter the enclosure.  It 
is mentioned in both Risdon’s Survey of Devon in 
1626 and featured in Donn’s important 1765 map 
of Devon.  It commands an excellent vantage point 
with  views as far as the Sidmouth Gap to the 
south, to Dartmoor in the south-west and to 
Exmoor in the north.  On this particular day we 
were able to both enjoy and appreciate the views 
enjoyed by inhabitants from the Iron Age onwards 
and to feel the significance of the site in relation to 
other features in the local landscape surrounding 
us, made particularly tantalising through field 
markings more visible due to our dry weather. 
 
All of our speakers and indeed our guests were 
able to put the site into its frame of reference and 
encouraged us to consider the longevity and its 
importance to the local population as a prime 
vantage  point and as a defendable site, a meeting 
point or moot court as well as the possibility of 
religious and/or superstitious significance, as the 
finding of various artefacts which may have been 
offerings could indicate. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
In 1843 , an excavation down a shaft in the main 
enclosure (now filled in) which was possibly a well, 
produced coins, beads, bracelets, pottery, finger 
rings and a seventeenth century sword.  This last  
artefact was probably from the period of the Civil 
War when the site was briefly occupied by the 
Parliamentarian troops commanded by 
Fairfax.  The finds are now held by the Fursdon 
family at Fursdon House and can occasionally be 
viewed. 
 

More telling still is the competitive claim to be the 
home of our local dragon! 
 

This was a lovely evening spent in the fresh air, 
with many valuable contributions and a chance to 
explore a significant feature of our local area. 

 
Ann Marshall 
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THORVERTON AFC 
Match Report 
The football season has commenced Saturday 20th August, and here is the match report: 
 
Awliscombe 1 Thorverton 2nds 0 
 
The seconds commenced their division 5 campaign away to Awliscombe. 
 
We went with a 'Pep Guardiola' approach, and fielded no strikers. Bailey Carbines did his best in an 
unfamiliar role as the false no. 9 growing into the position as the game progressed. Tobes Jefferson 
was converted from a defender to a winger for the afternoon. We also gave a debut to Matt Cowley.  
 
Our back four of Bastin, Williams, Clarke and Pointing were comfortable throughout. Chris Clarke 
was deservedly man of the match for his composed centre back play. 
 
The opposition had more possession in the first half without looking threatening. We had to be 
patient and looked to transition into attack on the counter, to provide our rare opportunities. One 
good move led to a cross for Tobes that he will be frustrated with because he never troubled the 
target. 
 
In the second half, Thorverton had more possession and although their keeper was relatively 
untroubled, it looked more likely that Thorverton would get a breakthrough. Alas this did not go to 
plan, as a tackle in our box ricocheted to their midfield who struck with accuracy to win the game. 
Overall, given we were promoted two divisions, the performance satisfied the management team 
but not the result. Team: Land, Bastin, Williams, Clarke, Pointing J, Cowley, Pearce, Pointing N, 
Jefferson, Bastyan, Carbines. Subs: Ridewood, Whitfield       

                                                                                Paul Webb 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

NEWTON ST CYRES TENNIS CLUB 
Our Club Finals Day is due to be held on Sunday 11th September, with Ladies’ and Men’s singles, 
Ladies’ and Men’s Doubles and Mixed Doubles matches all taking place. These matches are usually 
an excellent standard of play and very exciting to watch, and with a barbeque and refreshments 
being served it should be an entertaining day.  
 
In our East Devon League matches, the David Lloyd Mixed ‘A’ team have topped Division 1 with a 
convincing lead, leaving us in 6th place. In the Division 5 Mixed ‘B’ we are currently in second place, 
and in the Division 6 our Mixed ‘C’ team is also in second place behind Exwick by one point. In the 
Exeter and District Men’s league our team has finished third in Division 6. Well done to all our teams. 
 
Junior coaching will be starting again on Wednesday evenings in September for children from age 
6 to 17 with our coach Jon Wills. Please contact Viv Baber on 07758 747193 if you are interested in 
finding out more or enrolling your child, or look at our website  
www.newtonstcyrestennisclub for all other info. 

Sally Baldwin  

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub/
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TARTS NEWS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers & Trampers 

 

Saturday 23rd July – TARTS trip to Lundy 

It was a very early start that morning, meeting 

outside the church at 07.30am – and talking in 

hushed tones so as not to wake the rest of The 

Bury!  

We drove to Ilfracombe to catch the 10.00 ferry to 

Lundy. The MS Oldenburg was busy and seating 

was tricky to find so the eleven of us were all 

dispersed throughout the boat. There was a slight 

swell heading over to the island and a couple of 

people felt a little queasy. When we disembarked 

on the island, we were treated to the sight of 

several playful seals coming over to say hello, 

which seemed to quell the seasickness!  

Everyone had different ideas as to how they 

wanted to spend time on the island and we split up 

into a few different groups. Some of us went up to 

the top of Old Light where there were fantastic 

views across most of the island.  

 
 

 
 

Others decided to explore some of the coves and 

hidden corners, or to find out more about the island 

and its history from the museum and the church. 

Sadly the weather, having been glorious all week, 

closed in and with a mixture of rain, sea mist and 

strong wind we pretty much all ended up in the 

Marisco Tavern soaked to the skin and glad of a 

drink and some shelter! 

As a group, in addition to the seals, we managed 

to see ponies, Highland Cattle and Soay sheep. 

There was no sign of Puffins for which the island is 

allegedly famous (Lundy is Norse for ‘Puffin 

Island’) but to be fair the weather did get pretty 

atrocious. The saying ‘Mad dogs and Englishmen’ 

could equally be applied to the TARTS but in bad 

weather not the midday sun!! 

The boat trip back was a lot better, and aided by 

the tide, was quicker than expected. We ended up 

back in Thorverton at around 8pm it was a long and 

tiring day but a thoroughly interesting one.  

 

Saturday 6th August 

Caroline led a group of 7 TARTS on a circular walk 

from Beer to Branscombe – a TARTS old favourite. 

It was an extremely hot day and so we took it very 

easy, stopping regularly and taking lots of water. It 

was a pretty brutal initial climb out of Beer, and 

reaching the activity centre of Pecorama at the top 

of the hill I did wonder whether I would lose a TART 

or two to the leisurely delights of the model railway!  

 
 

Fortunately, after a well-earned rest, we all decided 

to continue and we made our way through the 

picturesque village of Branscombe to the delightful 



Focus on Thorverton  30   Vol 53 No 8 September 2022 

 

 

church of St Winifred with its Norman tower. Here 

we had our lunch in the shaded churchyard. After 

a leisurely lunch and an exploration of the church 

we moved on to cross a stream and begin a steep 

ascent via a large amount of steps, a very rude 

awakening after lunch.  

 

 
 

The path levelled out and became a lovely stroll 

through woodland until at last we rounded a corner 

and got a breath-taking view of Branscombe 

Mouth. We loitered for a long time to take in the 

view before descending steeply to Branscombe 

Mouth. Despite the fact that we had not long had 

lunch, many of us felt it our civic duty to support 

local business and purchase an ice cream – the 

TARTS have a very strong social conscience!  

 

After our refreshment we took the Undercliff route 

back to Beer. This follows the middle path around 

the headland, undulating and actually quite shady 

given it was a coastal path.  

 

We stopped to catch our breath and take in the 

stunning views from Beer head, before the final 

push back to the Cliff Top car park.  

It was quite amazing, given how busy the towns 

were, that we encountered very little traffic on the 

route itself. In fact, we spotted a great deal of 

wildlife on the walk. We saw a great variety of 

butterfly – Holly Blue and Common Blue, Painted 

Lady, Silver Wash Fritillery, Red Admiral and 

Tortoishell. There was plenty of plant life to keep 

our interest too, with Old Man’s Beard, Vipers 

Bugloss, Chicory, Must Thistle and Wild Marjoram.  

 

Well done to all who made it round on such a hot 

day! 
 
 
 
 

Future Walks: 
 
We have come to the end of the current 
programme but there is a planning meeting on 
Thursday 18th August in the Exeter Inn and details 
of future walks will be published in the next 
edition of Focus, on the village notice board, and 
sent to everyone on the TARTS email list and 
WhatsApp group.  
 

 All walks will have details emailed to those on the 

list about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 

miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, 

however precise details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be displayed 

approximately a week before the walk in the Old 

Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 
 

RECIPE  
 

A classic apple treat from Norway 
‘Peasant girl with a veil’ 
 

This pudding has 3 layers; apple puree, crisp 
sugary breadcrumbs, and whipped cream.  
 

Apple puree: gently cook 2 lbs (1Kg) peeled, 
cored, and sliced apples with a squeeze of lemon 
juice, stirring frequently to prevent them burning.  
 

Breadcrumb layer: add 4oz (100g) wholemeal 
breadcrumbs to 1oz (25g) melted butter, and 2 oz 
(50g) caster sugar in a frying pan and fry lightly 
until golden brown.  When cool, place the puree in 
a serving bowl, cover with the cooled breadcrumbs 
and finish with a layer of whipped cream. Decorate 
with grated chocolate! 
 

Paul Cleave 
Sustainable Crediton 
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NATURE NOTES 
 
Last month I ended with a caution about trees 
liable to shed limbs when in drought conditions. 
The hot and dry weather has taken its toll on some 
trees. I heard of a tree fallen down along the old 
road to Barnstaple. I travelled on the Cullompton to 
Honiton road around 8pm on the night of 9th August 
and came across police directing traffic around a 
large oak limb that had recently fallen down, 
blocking one lane of the road. On my return trip, by 
which time it was quite dimpsy, a tree surgeon was 
removing the hefty limb. Luckily it had not fallen 
onto a vehicle. Another tree limb had come down 
in Church Lane, Pinhoe. 
 
Many oak trees are covered in acorns this year and 
on some trees acorns are already a good size. The 
acorn crop will increase sightings of the shy jay 
bird. On a couple of occasions already I’ve 
disturbed a raucous jay at the bottom of our 
garden. 
 
Towards the end of July my daughter and I did a 
walk from just above Otterton downstream towards 
White Bridge and return on the lookout for beaver 
activity. We did not see any activity but were told 
by a passer-by that beavers had recently been 
seen near the bridge. The best time to catch a 
glimpse of this mammal is around dusk. We were 
fortunate to see a splendid kingfisher, some 
mallard, a trout and perhaps as many as 30 large 
mullet in the Otter. 
 
A few days later while walking our local route on 
the edge of Thorverton around 8pm a scrawny fox 
emerged from a hedge, trotted across the lane and 
in through the opposite hedge into Little Hythe’s 
garden. In our garden I recently found a dead 
young wild bunny with its head bitten off, classic 
fox activity. 
 
Around the end of July and well into August fledged 
baby birds were seen being fed by parents, in 
particular blackbird, goldfinch and wren. I saw a 
parent wren find an oak bush-cricket and present 
it to baby wren and down went the gangly legged 
cricket in one mouthful.  
 
The Hedge 
 

There are no flowers along the particular stretch of 
hedge I have been discussing over recent months. 
Instead, red berries replace honeysuckle flowers, 
rose hips have formed from dog rose flowers. Oak 
marble galls have formed by marble gall wasp 
activity on some of the hedge clipped oak. Most 
plants along the verge have turned brown including 

hog weed. There is little in the way of flowers for 
insects to seek nectar. I have noticed on a lot of 
hedges that hazel has been mostly affected by the 
drought shedding all its browned leaves leaving 
bare stems.  
 
Bulgaria inquinans, Black bulgar 
 

This is a fungus to look out for now. It can be found 
on dead oak and sometimes beech in late summer 
and autumn. It is round, black, cup-shaped, 
rubbery and 1-4 cm across. It is also known as 
Batchelor’s Buttons.  
 
A to Z  
  

Violet 
 

There are 10-12 species of violet in Britain. The 
most common that we are likely to encounter are 
sweet violet Viola odorata and common dog-violet 
Viola riviniana. 
 
Common dog-violet is the violet we see along 
country lanes, grassland, moors and in woods in 
springtime. The prefix ‘dog’ means it is inferior; 
referring to the fact it is scentless. This violet is a 
very important larval foodplant for pearl- bordered 
fritillary, small-pearl-bordered fritillary, high brown 
fritillary, silver-washed fritillary and dark green 
fritillary.  
 
While we (TARTS) were sat in Branscombe 
churchyard having our picnic lunch on 6th August, I 
spotted a single silver-washed fritillary flitting about 
and then I discovered a small clump of violet. Was 
this what the butterfly was after? This butterfly has 
an unusual habit of laying eggs on tree trunks. 
After the eggs hatch the larvae eat their eggshell 
before hibernating within crevices of bark. In spring 
larvae crawl off to find common dog- violet to 
commence feeding. 
 
Sweet violet is the beautiful dark purple scented 
violet we find in hedgerows here. It is also the 
same species that has white flowers and 
sometimes pink. This species can be found in the 
lane between Ratcliffe Cross and Chapel Cross, 
very close to Chapel Cross end and between 
Nomans Chapel Cross and Three Limbed Oak, 
nearer to Nomans Chapel Cross. In recent times I 
have noticed the white form in the latter area has 
greatly declined. Butterflies like to take nectar from 
sweet violet. 

 
  Jenny Garne. 
01392 860875  

          jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  32   Vol 53 No 8 September 2022 

 

 

OUR FARM 

Ratcliffe Farm -  August. 

After an unusually dry spring and summer, and a 
very hot August, like everyone else in the county 
who gardens or farms, nothing is growing!! Our 
cattle are now on ad-lib silage, and although they 
have a field to wander around in, they are getting 
all their food from the silage.   

The lambs have all been weaned from their 
mothers. The heaviest 150 are getting the better 
fields and being trough-fed our own sheep feed 
mix. This is predominantly home-grown oats, 
mixed with a soya protein and sweetened with 
some molasses. The lighter lambs are just having 
to find what they can in the fields. Michael took 28 
into Exeter on a Friday market (where animals are 
bought by others to fatten/keep) but the price was 
only “fair” so we’ll shear the remaining 200 and 
keep them longer.   

The ewes are just roaming around all the arrish* 
fields and finding what they can in the hedges. With 
just themselves to maintain they’re looking well. 
We did send 50 old ewes to Exeter on a Monday 
market (where animals go straight to slaughter) - 
these sold very well. Having been on our farm for 
more than six years and given us 5 crops of lambs, 
they really have done us well. 

We finished combining by the 12th August, with all 
the straw bales sold to other farmers or stacked in 
our sheds; we keep quite a lot of straw to sell 
through the winter.  This was a record early harvest 
finish for us. The clouds came and we had some 
useful rain on the 15th & 16th, it cleared the air and 
brought the temperature down. I’m no longer 
dipping water out of our spring in the orchard for 
my poultry; the buckets catching the roof drips are 
full again.  

Now there is some “give” in the ground, we have 
direct drilled some clover into a grass field; drilled 
a turnip/kale mix into the middle of a wheat arrish* 
field, for sheep feed in the winter. And direct drilled 
oil-seed rape into a barley arrish* field. We are 
doing some “own trials” to see which way of drilling 
rape works best for us. The second field will be 
drilled after ploughing and at the same time buck-
wheat drilled with it. Buck-wheat is fast-growing 
and should act as a cover to keep the flea-beetle 
off the rape. It’s not at all frost tolerant and will die 
off at the first sign of cold weather, but by that time 
the rape should be big enough to tolerate any flea-
beetle.  Historically we used to spray against these 
beetles but the spray is banned in this country and 
Europe. But beware when you buy rape-seed oil in 
the supermarket as this spray is used widely in 
other parts of the world! This month, on the 18th to 

be precise, Cheriton Fitzpaine and District 
Ploughing Association  are holding their plough 
match on our farm. This is when ploughmen young 
and old, male or female, pit their skills against each 
other. There are many different categories 
depending on size of tractor or size of plough and 
the competition is strong. In fact, some ploughmen, 
who live locally and are competing here at 
Ratcliffe, are not only National Champions, but 
have represented the UK in world ploughing 
matches! Hopefully, there will be some horse 
ploughing as well. If you have children or 
grandchildren that are “tractor mad” it’s a cheap 
afternoon on your doorstep. As well as the 
ploughing there is a produce tent where anything 
from the longest runner bean, to biscuits decorated 
by a 4yr old, are on show with prizes to be had for 
the best !!  You should find some details about the 
Ploughing Match in this FOCUS, and it’s not too 
late to enter your jam or roses!! 

* arrish is a Devon dialect word for stubble fields, 
agriculture still uses a lot of old dialect words. 

Tina Ayre 
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SHAKESPEARE FOR STUDENTS 
 

 

Henry IV Part II 
 

Henry IV, Part II continues the story begun in the 
previous play. It closes with the death of King 
Henry and the crowning of Prince Hal, but again It 
is the ever-popular Falstaff who holds our attention 
and our interest. 
 

The fat old sinner is found strutting around in his 
newfound dignities. His dear friend Prince Hal has 
given him a little page to wait on him, and he has 
just bought himself 22 yards of satin for a new 
cloak and breeches. He does not have the money 
to pay for it, but petty considerations of this kind 
have never bothered Falstaff. He encounters on 
the street a grave and reverend Chief Justice, who 
unwisely attempts to point out to him the error of 
his ways. Falstaff is amazed that so elderly a man 
should be out in the fresh air, and when the Chief 
Justice points out that he is an old man too, Falstaff 
cannot imagine what he means. “My lord, I was 
born about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, with a white 
head, and something of a round belly. For my 
voice, I have lost it with hallowing and singing of 
anthems .. the truth is, I am old only in judgement 
and understanding.” 
 

It is a comfort to the Chief Justice, struggling to 
uphold the dignity of the law, that at least Prince 
Hal and Falstaff will be separated.  For Falstaff has 
been put under the command of Hal’s younger 
brother, Prince John, in a campaign against the 
Archbishop of York and the Earl of 
Northumberland. “There is not a dangerous action 
can peep out his head but I am thrust upon,” says 
Falstaff. “Well, I cannot last ever. But it was always 
yet the trick of an English nation, if they have a 
good thing, to make it too common … I would to 
God my name was not so terrible to the enemy as 
it is”. 
 

The Chief Justice gives up, defeated by so blatant 
a liar, and Falstaff promptly suggests he might like 
to lend him £1,000. “Not a penny,” says the Chief 
Justice, clear at least about that, and Falstaff is left 
to meditate on the eight small coins in his purse. 
He is also handicapped by a touch of gout in his 

great toe, but it is to be expected that a warrior 
should limp a little, and after all, the disability might 
be used to increase the size of his pension. 
 

Falstaff’s long-suffering landlady, Mistress Quickly, 
finally decides to bring a suit against him. He owes 
her 100 marks which is a great deal for “for a poor 
lone woman to bear, and I have borne, and borne, 
and borne, and have been fobbed off, and fobbed 
off, and fobbed off, from this day to that day that it 
is a shame to be thought on.” Two officers try to 
arrest Falstaff but he creates a disturbance and the 
Chief Justice is summoned. Mistress Quickly wails 
out Falstaff’s sin: 
 

“He hath eaten me out of house and home” (the 
origin of that famous expression.) Also - key point 
- she complains that he has conveniently forgotten 
his promise to marry her. Falstaff informs the Chief 
Justice that the poor soul is mad, which the Justice 
does not believe. Then the fat knight, superbly 
undefeated, takes Mistress Quickly aside, the 
upshot being that he succeeds in borrowing £10 
from her. She does not have it on her, but she will 
get it by pawning her plate and wall hangings.  
 

Falstaff is supposed to be on his way to York to join 
Prince John and the army, but he decides instead 
to have a tavern supper with Mistress Quickly and 
a warm-hearted rampageous little tart name Doll 
Tearsheet. She has drunk too much Canary, which 
her hostess says is “a marvellous searching wine.” 
The party is interrupted by a friend of Falstaff’s 
named Pistol, who orates blank verse and has a 
brisk fight with Doll. Falstaff finally heaves up his 
fat bulk and chases his friend from the room, and 
the delighted Doll twines herself around the 
conqueror’s neck. Then she sits on his knee and 
begins to worry about his future. “Thou little 
whoreson little tidy Bartholomew boar-pig, when 
wilt thou leave fighting o’ days, and foining o’ 
nights, and begin to patch up thine old body for 
heaven?” 
 

When Prince Hal is back in London, he and his 
friend Poins decide to dress up as serving boys in 
the same tavern to see what Falstaff will say about 
them. Sure enough, Falstaff starts on ‘that shallow 
young fellow’ and Prince Hal is not amused. 
Falstaff, the worse for drink, grows maudlin; “I am 
old, I am old.” Doll comforts him; “I love thee better 
than I love e’er a scurvy young boy of them all.” He 
calls for more drink, and the Prince comes forward 
to serve him. Falstaff is saved from 
embarrassment by the news he must go and join 
the army; “Farewell hostess, farewell Doll. You  
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see, my good wenches, how men of merit are 
sought after.” 
 

In the Royal Palace at Westminster, King Henry is 
ill and sleepless with concern over the state of his 
kingdom. He cannot forget that the dead King 
Richard prophesied rebellion and is greatly worried 
over the gathering of rebels at York. His lords 
comfort him as best they can. The Welsh rising at 
least is over, as Owen Glendower is dead. 
 

Falstaff reaches Gloucestershire, where an old 
school friend has found him some recruits, who are 
now paraded in front of him. The way of checking 
off a man’s name is to put a prick in the paper, and 
Falstaff holds a roll with the names ready to mark.  
 

Most of the recruits are less than eager for battle; 
as one says: “You could have let me alone; my old 
dame will be undone now for one to do her 
husbandry and drudgery: you need not have 
pricked me; there are other men fitter.”  Another 
has a cough and most manage to buy their way out 
of the service. A spirited little tailor, whom Falstaff 
called ‘a most magnanimous little mouse’, replies: 
“I care not; a man can die but once.” 
 

Falstaff chats with his old school friend, 
remembering the nights when they were young 
and the girls they knew. It seems to Justice Shallow 
that everything was better in the days of his youth, 
and a man like Falstaff, who is familiar with London 
and the court, is a great man in his eyes. As for 
Falstaff, he still wants the thousand pounds that he 
failed to borrow from the Chief Justice, and when 
he returns from the wars, he knows exactly what 
Justice Shallow ought to do with his money. 
 

Within his palace at Westminster, the perturbed 
King Henry is brooding on the problem of Prince 
Hal’s worthiness to succeed him to the Crown. His 
other sons are gathered around him, but Hal is off 
enjoying himself in a tavern with Poins. The news 
comes that the rebels have been destroyed and 
the land is at peace, but the king cannot find 
happiness even in that. He becomes suddenly ill 
and has to be carried to his bedroom.  
 

He is left alone with a crown beside him on his 
pillow and when Prince Hal comes to see him, he 
looks at his father’s closed eyes and thinks he is 
dead. Hal is deeply grieved but he cannot help 
thinking of the crown, which is his if the king is 
dead, and he takes it with him. 
 

The king awakens and immediately assumes that 
Hal has snatched the crown from him. But his lords 
report that the Prince is in the next room. King 
Henry is sure that his eldest son rejoices in the idea  

 
of his father‘s death, but Hal finally manages to 
convince him how deep his love really is. 
 

 
King Henry, profoundly comforted, is able to talk to 
his son and heir about the problems of kingship 
that have been haunting him. 
          

     “God knows, my son, 
      By what by-paths and indirect crook’d 
      ways 
      I met this crown, and I myself know well 
      How troublesome it sat upon my head.” 
 

It is Henry’s hope that his son will rule with more 
assurance than he, with Richard’s death on his 
conscience, has been able to do.  “How I came by 
the crown, O God forgive.” His son replies: 
 

    "My gracious liege, 
     You won it, wore it, kept it, gave it to me; 
     Then plain and right must my possession   
      be….” 
  
King Henry can now die in peace, for his wild and 
wayward son is at last ready to take up the 
responsibilities of the throne. 
 
Down in Gloucestershire, Falstaff has renewed his 
acquaintance with Justice Shallow, and they are 
eating apples in the garden when Pistol arrives 
from London with the news that the King is dead. 
Now that his own Hal is the ruler of England, 
Falstaff sees himself as the most powerful man at 
court, with all the laws of England under his fat 
hand. “We’ll ride all night …. Let us take any man’s 
horses, the laws of England are at my command. 
Happy are they who have been my friends, and 
woe unto my lord Chief Justice.” 
 
Some of Falstaff’s friends in London have fallen on 
evil days. Mistress Quickly and Doll Tearsheet 
become involved in a murder case and they are 
arrested, shouting at the tops of their voices as the 
officers drag them through the streets. Pistol goes 
off to get Falstaff’s help and finds him outside 
Westminster Abbey, waiting for the King to emerge 
after his Coronation. 
 

Falstaff has brought Justice Shallow along to show 
him how devoted the King is to his old companion; 
and Shallow has a deep personal interest in the 
matter since Falstaff, at the climax of a long career 
of borrowing, has succeeded in getting from him a 
further £1,000. 
 

King Henry V arrives to the sound of trumpets, and 
in the procession that accompanies him is the Lord 
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Chief Justice. Beside him is his Hal, but the King 
who answers Falstaff is a cold stranger. 
 

“I know thee not, old man: fall to thy prayers.” 
 

The laughter they once shared is forgotten. If 
Falstaff is willing to reform the king will see him 
again; otherwise, they must part company for 
ever.  
 

Falstaff is left to face his startled companion, and 
his first words are those of a true realist. 
 

“Master Shallow, I owe you a thousand pounds.” 
Then his irrepressible optimism reasserts itself. “I 
shall be sent for in private to him. Look you, he 
must seem thus to the world.” Surely the King 
would not betray so old a friendship for a little thing 
like the laws of the realm? 
 

But the King can and does, and on this sad note 
the play ends.  
   

                                                 Andrew Hoellering 

 
 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY 
Autumn Actions 
 

Normally, at this time of year I write an article about 

the value of vaccination and encourage patients to 

come for their Flu vaccine.  As a result of the 

pandemic, I no longer feel the need to explain the 

enormous value of vaccines. However, I do need 

to double down on my plea for everyone eligible to 

have two vaccines this autumn. 
 

The Flu vaccine is probably more important than it 

has been for many years.  We have experienced 

very little influenza in the last 2 years and this 

means we lack some of our inherent immunity.  

The strategy in the pandemic was all about 

protecting hospitals so that they were able to admit 

those who were seriously ill with Covid as well as 

sick patients with other conditions.  At the moment 

our hospitals find themselves under immense 

pressure with a reduction in the number of beds 

available, ambulances having difficulties getting 

patients in, and community health and social care 

services facing problems getting them out.  These 

pressures are currently most evident in West 

Devon.  However, it would not take much to tip the 

balance in the East. Another Covid variant and/or 

an outbreak of flu presents a very serious risk. 

Hospitals would be under pressure greater than 

that seen during the pandemic. Be in no doubt, the 

health service faces a winter of trepidation.  On the 

plus side, some of the protective behaviours we 

learnt have become ingrained.  We distance 

ourselves in queues and when we have upper 

respiratory infections, we are much better at 

reducing the risks of onward transmission.   
 

Covid boosters and this year’s Flu vaccine will be 

offered from the surgery, initially to those over 65 

years of age and those with chronic disease.  

When these are complete, those over 50 years old 

will be invited. We will be calling patients in cohorts 

via text and email (with letters to those who use 

neither of these).  All eligible patients will need to 

come twice. It will not matter in which order you 

have the vaccines; it just matters that you have 

both.  It is likely that our first Flu clinic will be at the 

end of September and that Covid clinics will run 

regularly on Wednesday afternoons. We are, 

however, dependent on when central supplies are 

delivered.   
 

So, three important actions for this Autumn. One, 

get a flu vaccine – those eligible from the surgery, 

and others from a pharmacy.  Two, come when 

called for your Covid booster, and three, please 

ensure the surgery has your up-to-date contact 

details. 
 

Anthony O’Brien 

 
THE SKY AT HIGHT 
James Webb telescope 
 

A cursory look at the news in one week recently, 
revealed two unrelated things: the magnified 
misdemeanours of the government’s fallen star, 
and NASA’s triumphant release of spectacular 
images from their upwardly risen James Webb 
(JW) telescope (see fig 1). 

   
Fig 1 
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Its objectives are to survey the origins of planets, 
stars, galaxies and therefore the universe itself. 
The most distant structures are early galaxies 
streaming away so fast that their ancient light is 
stretched beyond the rainbow of visible light into 
the far/infra-red (the so-called Red Shift). 
Constructed from hi-tech components, and 
shielded from the Sun’s radiation, JW looks more 
like a stricken yacht than an operational eyepiece 
for the origins of the heavens.  
 

Amongst other gizmos, it has two main cameras 
for the (near- and mid-infra-red) invisible end of the 
visible spectrum and advanced optics magnify so 
that we can view deeper into space than ever 
before, visiting the distant past, to the earliest 
galaxies. Each camera can peer through different 
substances to unveil otherwise hidden objects 
such as planets or even stars forming inside 
cloudy, dusty nebulae.  
 
The optics required 18 super-reflective, gold-
plated panels to be aligned through infinitesimal 
movements of 7 micro-motors per panel, a 
painfully slow process. JW has sharper optics than 
Hubble and more pixels per image, indeed its 
active surface is 6 times larger than Hubble. 
Needless to say, its computing power is far quicker 
than any other telescope. 
 

Spat out of Earth’s orbit, JW exists at a point 
midway between the gravitational forces of the 
Earth and Sun, a LaGrange point, effectively 
beyond the shadows of Earth and the Moon. It had 
to be allowed to cool down before its sensitive 
sensors could be engaged. 50 degrees K sounds 
warm, but it’s minus 223 degrees C to you and me! 
Also, the sunlight-deflecting ‘sails’ had to be 
unfurled, previously rolled up and stowed away 
from damage during the incredibly rough exit from 
our planet. JW was conceived soon after Hubble 
was commissioned almost 30 years ago. The final 
product involved the work of thousands of millions 
of components and thousands of collaborating 
scientists. 
 

Like Hubble, JW is free from our atmosphere which 
would otherwise interfere with the infra-red light 
capture (it absorbs this light as in global warming). 
Only commissioned for a few days, it had already 
become subject to significant impacts from 
micrometeorites, which are quite prevalent away 
from our Earth’s protective layer of air.    
 
Rearrangement of this one of the 18 individual gold 
panels has restored the high performance of the 
whole telescope, but it will take a year or so for a 
full understanding of the likelihood of such future 
events to be had. (If you take several key points of 

the damaged section and measure their deviation 
from true, then manipulate the number, you find 
that the deviation figure was five times larger than 
the ‘58’ for each of the other sections! After 
physical correction, this number has been 
miraculously transformed back to 59). Small 
adjustments are routinely being made on each 
panel. 
 

First image (see fig 2 and try Googling each of the 
following images’ names) - the JW First Deep Field 
was compiled over 12.5 hours from the wide range 
of reddish light available to the NIRC camera. 
Compare this with the weeks of dim starlight from 
which Hubble had to tease every last photon (light 
particle) in order to assemble its remarkable (for its 
time, but now superseded) Extreme Deep Field 
image. The images differ in several respects. 
Firstly, the Hubble Ultra Deep Field has a width 
about 1/10 the size of our Moon and contains about 
6,000 galaxies - in a dark patch of sky!  
 

 

Fig 2 
 

 

The JW Deep Field is far smaller, its dimensions 
equate to those of a grain of sand held at arm’s 
length! Nevertheless, exquisite details of many 
distant galaxies are now available as never before. 
Also, those bright points of light are nearby stars 
from our own galaxy. The colours of Hubble are 
more realistic owing to its light collection in the 
visible spectrum. JW light is received in the mid- 
and near Infra-red parts of the spectrum invisible 
to us. At these wavelengths, the camera would 
render a warm white hole, just like our mouth or 
ear-hole!  
 

These alien images need processing with a 
rainbow wash for us to make sense of them. The 
central cluster of galaxies is 4.5 million light years 
away. It’s fuzzy because of so many stars bleeding 
out from its core. An expected cosmic trick, 
originally surmised by Einstein, witnesses a 
colossal lens effect: the total gravity of these closer 
central galaxies bends light from those distant 
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ones far behind, creating strange but analysable 
curved smears concentric to the centre of gravity 
of the cluster. These and other red galaxies are 
accelerating away from us and each other, pushing 
the bounds of the universe and stretching light 
waves from white into the far red end of the 
rainbow spectrum. At 13 billion light years away, 
they formed at the outset of our universe’s story. 
The further away they are, the faster they are 
moving, the redder they are and the more valuable 
JW is for being able to visualise them. For a full 
resolution image try to calm your excitement when 
downloading from this URL:   
 https://stsci-opo.org/STScI-
01G7JJADTH90FR98AKKJFKSS0B.png 
 
Another image is actually a spectrum of data 
indicating quite unambiguously the presence of 
water vapour (like invisible steam). The interesting 
thing is that it comes from a giant hot gas planet 
orbiting a star about 1,000 light-years from Earth. 
During the planet’s transit in front of the star, a 
portion of the star's light was filtered through the 
planet's atmosphere and left a "chemical 
fingerprint" on this spectrum. The atmosphere 
belongs to planet WASP 96-B and other, smaller 
‘exo’-planets will be studied soon. The fingerprints 
might be found for oxygen, nitrogen, ammonia and 
carbon in the form of methane and other 
hydrocarbons. The goal is to find biosignatures of 
life — that is, chemicals that would point toward the 
atmosphere being modified by living organisms. 
 

 
Fig 3 

 
Stephan’s quintet (see fig 3). A group of five 
interacting galaxies has caught everyone’s eye, 
not least Stephan. This large image would cover 
almost a quarter of the Moon, so it’s not so small, 
however the detail JW will be able to reveal is 
blowing Astro-scientists’ minds. These first images 
are already providing a plethora of data for 
research. The movement of cloud and areas of star 
formation will be studied carefully. 
 

 
 Fig 4 

 
Carina nebula (see fig 4). Webb's ability to capture 
light in the mid-infrared range allows its cameras to 
cut right through dense clouds of dust and gas. The 
‘Cosmic Cliffs’ are a boundary where radiation from 
nearby stars has blown away dust and gas like a 
broom in a sawmill. Here stars are also being born. 
 

 
Fig 5 

 
The Southern Ring Nebula, a centre for birth and 
death of stars (see fig 5) - A central binary system 
lies exposed for the first time, the smaller, weaker 
star has already exploded once, the produced 
gases shrouding the whole like a halo. Hot blue 
gases, closer in, are irradiated and ionised by the 
central pair. Stars will form where the outer gases 
become concentrated and condense together. 
 

Information on these first images is under-
standably scant. Chances are that researchers will 
be publishing droves of articles in arcane 
astronomy journals within a year. Almost certainly, 
the very earliest conceivable galaxies will be 
visualised and Earth-like planets will be described 
in their hundreds! The universe as we know it is 
about to change. 
 

Peter Hargood 

https://stsci-opo.org/STScI-01G7JJADTH90FR98AKKJFKSS0B.png
https://stsci-opo.org/STScI-01G7JJADTH90FR98AKKJFKSS0B.png
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PUZZLES 
 

I trust that you are continuing to complete the Su 
Doku and Futoshiki problems without need for me 
to publish the answers. The answer to August’s 
“Pounds and Pence” question was £99.98. 
 

On to this month’s puzzles: 
 

a) The Student Problem 
 

Here are ten statements about a particular group 
of students: 
 

1. No students who put chocolate sauce on their 
oysters enjoy examinations. 
2. Only students who like their professors consider 
studying classical Japanese literature. 
3. All students with long hair listen simultaneously 
to Bach’s “B Minor Mass” and Adele. 
4. All students who go surfing in the afternoons 
have been to prison. 
5. Claude Deneuve never spends weekends in the 
Exeter Inn. 
6. All students who like their professors disapprove 
of violent demonstrations. 
7. All students who don’t consider studying 
classical Japanese literature wear long hair. 
8. All students who have been in prison spend 
weekends in the Exeter Inn (surely not – but please 
go with it for the sake of the puzzle). 
9. All students who disapprove of violent 
demonstrations enjoy examinations. 
10. No students who fail to go surfing in the 
afternoons put chocolate sauce on their oysters. 
 

What final conclusion can be reached, which takes 
all the above statements into account? 
 

b) Dots 
 

Can you connect these 9 dots by drawing four 
continuous straight lines? 

 

● 
 

● ● 

● 
 
 

● ● 

● 
 

● ● 

c) Su Doku 
 
As always, each horizontal and vertical line and 
each 3x3 square must contain each of the 
numbers from one to nine:  

 

7 6     1  5 

  3 5  8    

   9    6  

  7   1   6 

 8  4  9  2  

2   6   7   

 4    6    

   8  3 9   

1  8     5 2 

 
d) Futoshiki 
 
Fill in the blank boxes so that each row and column 
contains the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The symbols 
tell you whether the number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number in the box next to it. 

 

         

 

 <
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     > 
   

      

 

 <
 

   < 
     

      

 

 <
 

     > 
 <  

    <
 

    

 > 
   < 

   

 

 
 

Neville Lane 
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 
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THORVERTON PARISH INFORMATION 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager. Contact Netherexe  
                                         Parishes Administration, email: administration@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  
Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)             edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust    Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
                                                          By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk               Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
    Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 
    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw, 
    Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                          Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                          Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
Thorverton Millennium      

Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:administration@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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THORVERTON ORGANISATIONS 
 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
   Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  
   details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
   Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
Bridge Club            Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 
            New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
                                    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                     Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 
 

Saturday Market    2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
                                     See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 
TMH  Committee   Chair: Russ Clarke 

Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 
Toddler Group           Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
     Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
      healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 2.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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DOCTORS’ SURGERIES 
 

  
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 
Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 

  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  
 

We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  
She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 
 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  
 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 
 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  
  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   
 Dunn 
  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   
  Nichols, Griffiths,  
 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  
 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  
 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  
 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 
 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our 
online repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
                                                                                                                                   

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  51   Vol 53 No 8 September 2022 

 

 

 

                        Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 
(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 
Emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:30 – 17:30 

 
Please note:  
Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-
Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our 
website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask.

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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WASTE COLLECTION DATES 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated 
otherwise.  
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylo
okup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority 
of the village, but outlying parts may have 
different collection days) 
 
General refuse, recycling boxes & food caddy  
    September 12th & 26th   
 
Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
    September 5th & 19th  

 
From October the general waste will be 
collected on a 3-weekly basis, but the 
recycling boxes and garden waste 
continues every alternate 2 weeks and the 
food caddies every week. 
 
 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   
Every 4 weeks on Thursdays :  Sept. 15th / Oct. 
13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 

Union Flag-Flying Days in Sept 
None 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on 
road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches 
No.678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section 
served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 
675) 10.09 from Broadlands and The Berry, 
10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to 
arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) 
at 10.48. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from 
Broadlands and The Berry.   Scheduled to 
arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 10.48. 
Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) 
service 55B:  
MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank 
Holidays): 
 
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 
13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (these last two on 
Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 
155 service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45. 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 
station) from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands: 
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17. 
 
To Thorverton from Exeter bus station (via St 
David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 
11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 16.45 (both these Sats 
only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service 
& does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much 

every half-hour in each direction along the 
Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the Ruffwell 
(Thorverton turn). Please consult Stagecoach 
55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except 
Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days) 
 

Stagecoach service 55A:  

To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 
14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 
To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 
13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions 
for regular commuters, shoppers, children, 
students and jobseekers as well as one-day 
unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details 
from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 
664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or 
www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available 
at the Post Office 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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                                         The Pudding Party  - John Spivey 
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