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EDITORIAL 
 

 

 

Well, who’d have thought it!  

                     

When September’s Focus appeared,  

the planned highlights of the month 

were our bi-annual music festival, 

Thorfest, our regular Film Night, the 

annual Ploughing Match a few meetings 

and the choice of four Harvest Festival 

Services. 

 

But then it changed for all of us. The 

sudden passing of our Queen triggered a 

sequence of events that few, if any will 

have ever witnessed in our lifetimes.  

 

Whatever your views on the Queen may 

have been (personally I thought she was 

an amazing woman) you could not have 

been other than impressed, and at times 

moved, by the way the whole operation 

played out over the following ten days of 

mourning in an almost flawless way.  

 

The respect shown by the public was 

impeccable and the television coverage 

was outstanding. After what must have 

been years of planning and organisation, 

we were all given the opportunity to view, 

to listen and to read about the all that took 

place and, impressively, feel a part of it. 

 

 

Russ Clarke 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 2022 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or  
changes. Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  
Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 
 
OCTOBER 

 
 

 
TUES 4TH  

 
WI Meeting, WI Hut, 2.30pm, John Lowe, ‘Homeward Bound the Boys.’ 

 
WED 5TH 

 
Friends of Wyndham House Surgery AGM Silverton Community Hall 2.30pm 

 
SAT 15TH  

 
Exeter Chamber Choir, ‘The Road Home’, Thorverton Parish Church, 7.30pm   

 
MON 17TH  

 

Upton Pyne & District Garden Club, ‘Pruning trees and shrubs’ Village Hall   7.30pm 

 
FRI 21ST  

 
Redlands Surgery League or Friends Bingo, Crediton Football Club, 6.30pm for 7.45pm 

 
FRI 21ST  

 
TMH FILM NIGHT ‘ELVIS’ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 7.30PM 

 
THURS 27TH  

 
Redlands Surgery League of Friends Coach outing to Clarkes’ Village (see notices) 

 
THURS 27TH 

 
Thorverton and District History Society visit to Coldridge Church (see notices) 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
 

 
SAT 12TH  

 
Big Breakfast, Market and Craft Fair, Memorial Hall, 9.30am – 2.00pm   

 
SAT 26TH 

 
Upton Pyne and District Garden Club Annual Christmas Dinner 7-7.30pm    

 
DECEMBER 

 
 

 
MON 5TH  

 
Upton Pyne and District Garden Club Coffee Morning Upton Pyne Village Hall 10am 
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Exeter Chamber Choir presents a musical 
journey in Thorverton Church 
conjuring the passing of the seasons, of time 
and of life itself. The 
music will transport you from the purity of 
Palestrina's magnificent 
Missa Papae Marcelli to the poetic settings of 
more modern and 
contemporary composers, including 
Ešenvalds and Whitacre - with soft 
rains and swallows, shimmering sound, 
falling leaves and the 
slow-swinging seas, leading finally to 
Paulus's gospel-inspired The Road 
Home. 
 
Soprano, Sophie Williams, will also be 
singing pieces by Grieg, Britten 
and Handel. 
 
You can check out the music the choir will be 
singing here on YouTube: 
https://www.exeterchamberchoir.co.uk/8th-
october-2022-the-road-home-sidmouth/ 
 
We do hope you can come and enjoy this 
wonderfully atmospheric live 
music in our lovely village church. 
Refreshments will be available 
before the concert and in the interval. 

 

 

 

 

 
         Silverton Monday Whist Group 
 

 
Fancy a game of cards one afternoon? 

 

We are a small friendly group (some of whom had never previously played before) who meet  
for a couple of hours at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton  

fortnightly on  Monday afternoons at 2.00 pm to play Whist.   
New players are always welcome and, if you have never played the game before,  

we can show you how.  It is fun, easy to learn and helps keep the brain cells active! 
 

Admission £4 includes a free raffle and refreshments. 
If you need any more information, please contact Margaret or Martin on 01392 860971  

or e-mail on martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com. 
 We’d be pleased to hear from you!  
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VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 
 

for SILVERTON LINK UP                  
charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham 
House Surgery patients to healthcare 

appointments. In a rural area where public 
transport can be difficult you would find it 
most rewarding providing a vital lifeline to 

vulnerable patients.                                      
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one 
journey a week or as little as one a month, 
whatever suits. You would use your own 
vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed.                  

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 
 

If interested and for further information 
please contact Link Up coordinator:-  

    Roger Higman, 07821718672    
        

roger.higman@icloud.com 

Silverton Link Up 

 

(Incorporated with The Friends of Wyndham 
House Surgery  

Charity no. 1048253) 
 

A car service for Wyndham House Surgery 
patients. 

 

If you have problems going to Health 
Appointments … surgery, hospital, opticians 
or dentists … Link Up may be able to help.  

Let us do the driving. 
 

 

Welcome Café 
 

Every Monday 
 (except Bank Holidays) 

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
Thorverton 

 

Tea, coffee, cake and company. 
 

Everyone welcome 
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THORVERTON  W.I. HUT 
Raddon Road 

 
The Hut is available for hire. 

 
For further details contact 

Sue Maguire – 01392 860631 
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THORVERTON CHURCH : 

MUSIC               ♫       ♫ 
 

DO  YOU  ENJOY  SINGING?? 

Then you may well like being part of our group. 

We have lots of fun trying different styles of 

music and are very much a part of regular 

services here in Thorverton as well as other 

special services such as Harvest, 

Remembrance, Advent and Christmas. Very 

recently, we had the privilege of singing at a 

service for our late Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

The choir usually has weekly Thursday evening 

practices in the church from 7.45 – 9.00pm. You 

are always welcome to come to hear us or to 

join in and see what you think. And as many of 

you know, we always welcome extra singers to 

join the choir for our Christmas Carol 

Service/events. 

 

Also there are services from time to time which 

our church band accompanies. If you are 

interested in being a part of that, then do get in 

touch. All ages and standards welcome!  

The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere 

in this Focus edition, but those at Thorverton 

Church with the choir singing, are listed here: 

 

Oct    2nd     Communion service : 9.30am 

 

Nov   6th     Communion service : 9.30am 

 

Nov  13th    Remembrance Sunday service : 

10.00am 

 

Dec   4th     Communion service : 9.30am 

 

Dec   21st   Christmas Celebration/Carol 

Service : 7.00pm (Wednesday) 

 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and 

Organist    Thorverton Parish Church 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk        01392 

860419 

 

 

  
 



Focus on Thorverton  8    Vol 53 No 9 October 2022 

 

 

 
Date Speaker Title 

Wed 5 
October 

Sue Virgin World War 1 - women workers, and their changing role in 
society 
Sue will tell the story in costume of the many roles that women took 
on in the workplace during World War One. She will look at the 
effects of women in the workplace both in wartime and on into the 
1920s and 1930s. Her talk will be illustrated by costumes and 
workplace clothing. 

Wed 12 
October 

Alan Rosevear Travel in Devon before the Railways 
Alan Rosevear will look at how people travelled around Devon 
before the arrival of the railways, focussing on stagecoaches, post 
chaises and carriers and the routes they used to and from Exeter.   

Wed 19 
October 

Jon Bell Tales of the Land and Songs of the Sea - Exeter's Maritime 
History. 
Jon will take us on a journey through Exeter’s maritime history with 
music and songs. He will use examples to show the rich history of 
the city’s connection to the sea. He will show why the Quay is one of 
only four Heritage Harbours in England and what the future may 
hold. 

Wed 26 
October 

Mike Richards A History of Exeter Hospitals 
Exeter Forum member Mike Richards will look at the long history of 
hospitals and medical care in the city of Exeter from Mediaeval 
times to the present day. He will outline how some of the main 
establishments evolved and detail some of the local characters. He 
will also show the important part Exeter has played in introducing 
significant medical procedures.   
 

 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD  
supporting Thorverton Post Office Oct 2022 
Your Post Office and its shop need your continuing support please 

 
We are very likely to be your nearest bank branch.  Our shop sells lots of useful things. Profits go 
towards helping to keep our post office running so please buy newspapers, magazines, greetings 
cards, stationery, posting and packing materials, use the photocopier and do ask if you’d like us to get 
something special for you. We’ll soon have your Christmas wrapping, posting and packaging 
requirements in stock plus lots of charity Christmas cards.  
Please come to us FIRST before shopping elsewhere. There is convenient FREE parking just outside. 
 
Our post office staff and TCT volunteers work very hard and selflessly to keep the business up and 
running.  Thank you everyone for giving your time for the community. 
 
If you’d like to be one of our helpers, then please get in touch or mention this when you next visit. 
Also, many local residents give £10 per annum as subscriptions to our community-run organisation 
TCT Ltd. This is vitally important for keeping the business (and thereby the post office here) up and 
running. We need more people of all ages to keep doing this please. 

 
Heather Kershaw - Chair and Membership Secretary TCT Ltd       01392 860419    
heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk                        Thorverton PO       01392 860455 
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CHURCH SERVICES & NEWS 

SERVICES & INFORMATION OCTOBER 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 
 
Sunday 2 October Trinity 16 
09:30 am Holy Communion      Thorverton JH  
10:00 am Harvest Service  Brampford Speke Lay Led 
10:00 am Baptism Service  Newton St Cyres  TC 
11:15 am Informal Service     Cadbury Lay Led 
11:15 am Harvest Service  Rewe Lay Led 
11:30 am Harvest Service  Huxham TC 
03:00 pm Baptism Service  Brampford Speke  TC 
 
Sunday 9 October Trinity 17 
10:00 am Harvest Service  Stoke Canon Lay Led/JH  
11:15 am  Holy Communion                      Upton Pyne    TC/LF 
 
Tuesday 11 October Trinity 17 
07:00 pm Re-dedication of Bells     Cadbury  TC/Bishop Robert 

 
Sunday 16 October Trinity 18 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke  GC 
11:00 am Harvest Service      Newton St Cyres   TC 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury   KR 
05:00 pm Holy Communion      Stoke Canon   MSS  
 
Sunday 23 October Last Sunday after Trinity 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Newton St Cyres  GC 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
10:00 am Baptism Service     Thorverton   TC 
10:00 am Baptism Service     Upton Pyne   JH 
 
Sunday 30 October 4th Sunday before Advent 
11:15 am Mission Community Service/Holy Communion  Rewe    TC & JH 
 
Tuesday 25 October 
09:00 am Chattertots      Thorverton   Lay Led 
 
 
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
   
  

This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the homepage. 
 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking   LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister] 
TL Revd Tony Lane   KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter  MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 
 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   
   
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS.
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PARISH LETTER 
 

News 
Since the outbreak of Covid in 2020, I’ve got 
into the habit of listening to radio news 
throughout the day. In place of music, to which 
I used to listen a lot and which offered a degree 
of balm to the soul and uplift, I find I have 
become irresistibly drawn to hearing about the 
succession of crises that have beset us. 
Despite the best efforts of those who deliver 
the news to present it with a new slant, it 
changes little during the day, even week or 
month. So one ends up listening to a recycling 
of events that serves only to exacerbate and 
perpetuate the gloom. At the time of writing 
this there has been the energy crisis, with dire 
predictions of the impact it would have. 
Apprehension was not helped during the 
summer by a political vacuum which left the 
problem hanging in the air without any clear 
plan to address it.  
 
Faced with a situation that looks not only to be 
inevitable but beyond our individual control or 
power to do anything about it, it is easy to fall 
into a state of complete resignation, rather like 
the proverbial rabbit caught in the headlights, 
waiting for others to deliver us.  What may lift 
a person out of this paralysis is not self-
absorption but an awareness of others and 
their needs. Covid, the war in Ukraine and the 
rise in energy and other prices have created 
challenges closer to home than have been 
known in the lifetime of most of us. In response 
to the needs these have created, people have 
been prompted to act. To do what they can, 
even if only in a small way, to provide help to 
those facing difficulty.  
 
One illustration of this has been a growth in the 
number of food banks and community larders. 
Larger organisations like the Churches 
Housing Action Team (CHAT) based in 
Tiverton have existed for some time, but 
smaller food banks, larders or similar ventures 
have been popping up in many villages in the 
last couple of years. In Thorverton, at the end 
of 2020, seeing the financial and practical 
challenges people might be experiencing as a 
result of Covid, a young person called Lucy 
was motivated to do something. As part of her 
Duke of Edinburgh Award, a scheme which 

encourages young people to undertake 
service in their community, she had the idea of 
making a box of food freely available. The 
Covid 19 Group, CHAT and the Church came 
together to support her in this venture and so 
“Lucy’s Larder” was started. At the time it was 
seen as a response to a situation that was not 
expected to last. Lucy ran it for the first 3 
months. Since then, others have taken it on, 
buying food and other useful household items, 
adding to and looking after the boxes which 
are kept in the church porch. The porch was 
offered as an ideal location – open during the 
day, under cover, adjacent to a path that runs 
through the churchyard and relatively private.  
Almost 2 years on, the boxes are still there and 
what they provide is, judging by the rate with 
which they require replenishing, no less 
needed. 
 
Lucy’s Larder and other similar ventures can 
be no short term or sufficient fix. The difficulties 
an increasing number of people are facing, in 
our villages as much as in towns and cities, are 
with us for the foreseeable future. They require 
a greater and national response. However, in 
its small and local way, Lucy’s Larder was set 
up and has been kept going through the action 
of individuals and the generosity of those 
people and organisations that have made 
donations of money and contents for the 
boxes. It has shown how, when faced with a 
need, individuals and local bodies – political, 
social and religious, may be moved to action 
in a community, working together to try and 
make a difference.  
 
When Jesus instructed his disciple Simon 
Peter to “feed my sheep” he was referring not 
only to the need to provide spiritual food to 
those he and his fellow disciples were to look 
after. A shepherd tends his flock in a much 
wider and more tangible sense. Before he 
spoke, Jesus had prepared for his disciples a 
breakfast of fish and bread. He was fully aware 
their physical needs had to be met as well. For 
me, fulfilling the good news Jesus brought that 
God’s Kingdom was coming on Earth is not 
only about addressing spiritual hunger. Lucy’s 
Larder and other such ventures, sadly needed 
though they may be, are a practical expression 
of the good news in response to dark times.  

Peter Colebrook  
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Zadok the Priest and  
Nathan the Prophet… 
 
Zadok the Priest is an anthem originally 
composed by Handel for the coronation of 
George II in 1727.  As a child of ten, I thrilled 
to hear the performance of this majestic work 
at the coronation of Queen Elizabeth in 1953 
and have often wondered since when I would 
hear it again in its coronation setting.  I now 
know that it will be some time next year. 
 

As I write these lines, it is less than two weeks 
since the nation watched Her Majesty receive 
her new Prime Minister, Liz Truss, in the 
drawing room of her country estate at 
Balmoral.  We saw a frail Queen before a 
roaring fireplace, leaning on her walking stick, 
but, it seemed, in reasonably good health for a 
96-year- old, and with her wonderful smile.  
She formally welcoming Ms Truss and invited 
her to form a government.  Perhaps she felt, 
as The Times expressed it, ‘that with this last 
loose end of her reign tied up, she could let 
go.’  Be that as it may, forty-eight hours later, 
in an announcement that shocked the country 
and the world, we learned that Her Majesty 
had died.  Providentially, her two eldest 
children were in Scotland and able to be with 
her at the end.  The others dashed up to 
Balmoral by plane and car to arrive later. 
 

Immediately the long-conceived and oft-
rehearsed plan ‘London Bridge’, covering 
every aspect of what should happen at the 
Queen’s death, was initiated.   Actually, I 
should say plan ‘Unicorn’, the Scottish version 
of the whole programme of events for if the 
Queen died in Scotland - which she did! 
thereby setting in motion a whole series of 
ceremonies (coffin at Holyrood House, cortège 
along the Royal Mile, service at St Giles’ 
Cathedral) which the Scottish people, and all 
of us watching at home, would have been 
deprived of if she had shuffled off her mortal 
coil on English soil.  So, most providential. 
 

Naturally the sad news released a tidal wave 
of mourning throughout the country.  Of 
course, we all knew that it would happen some 
day, but the suddenness took us all by surprise 
and served to accentuate our grief.  The news 
touched the spring of the nation’s collective 

memory in a society most of whose members 
had never known life without the Queen.  It has 
perhaps had a deeper psychological impact on 
us all than we would have expected. She was 
part of the fabric of our lives, always there in 
the background.  We all have our memories of 
the Queen, some of private moments, others 
of public events, all of which have become part 
of us and who we are. 
 

Immediately, tributes began flowing in from all 
over the country and all over the world.  How 
could it be otherwise?  As an article in the 
Observer put it: ‘There is perhaps no other 
figure in recent British history who has 
commanded such 
respect.’  Indeed.  Politicians vied to praise 
her.  Former prime minister Ted Heath had 
already written of her years ago: ‘The Queen 
is undoubtedly one of the best-informed 
people in the world.’  We are endlessly 
reminded that there were 15 prime ministers 
during the course of her reign, Sir Winston 
Churchill, who as an ardent monarchist was 
besotted with her, being her first.  Her 
international stature too was remarkable.  She 
met 13 out of 14 American presidents (LBJ 
alone missed out) with many of whom she 
wielded an undoubted, though discrete, 
influence. 
 

Her moral character was beyond 
reproach.  Andrew Marr wrote fulsomely of 
her: ‘There are no reliable recorded incidents 
of the Queen losing her temper, using bad 
language, or refusing to carry out a duty 
expected of her.’   Actually, Andrew, there is 
just one, which is both amusing and 
endearing.  I remember reading about it years 
ago and my memory has been refreshed by an 
account published in the current edition of The 
Week.  It happened back in 1954 during a visit 
to Australia.  To their astonishment, a film crew 
witnessed the Duke of Edinburgh 
hurriedly exiting from where the royal couple 
were staying ‘pursued by a salvo of threats, 
tennis shoes and sporting equipment 
launched by the Queen.’ The photographers 
dutifully handed over their exposed footage to 
the royal press secretary (what an age of 
deference that was!) and then the young 
monarch, restored to her habitual 
serenity, emerged to apologise for the ‘little 
interlude’ with the comment, ‘As you know, it 
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happens in every marriage’ and putting herself 
at their disposal for any pictures they might 
care to take!  But that isolated incident reveals 
that there was a human side to her. 
 

For me, it all began when I heard the news of 
King George VI’s death from a classmate while 
waiting for a bus after school.  I didn’t know 
much about the late king apart from the 
images we all watched on Pathé newsreels at 
Saturday morning children’s cinema.  I soon 
learned that we had a stunningly beautiful 
young woman with a dazzling smile as our 
queen.  In the drab and gloomy post-war 50s, 
when so many important items were still 
rationed, this new era brought us welcome 
gaiety and glamour.  Like millions throughout 
the land and the globe, I watched the 
coronation on a black and white ten-inch 
television screen.  We didn’t have TV at home, 
so it was at my Aunty Mabel’s, surrounded by 
cousins and neighbours, that we followed the 
events of those historic hours.  In a wonderful 
bonus for a truly memorable day, on the 
morning of the coronation we received the 
news that Everest had at last been 
conquered.  Edmund Hillary and Sherpa 
Tenzing had been the first ever to reach the 
summit.  What an extraordinary achievement, 
announced on an extraordinary day!   
 

Together with Focus readers of riper years, I 
am one of those who can remember ‘God save 
our gracious KING’ and ‘send HIM victorious,’ 
which we shall all have to get used to.  Less 
relevant, I also remember my scouts’ (or more 
accurately cubs’) pledge ‘to do my duty to God 
and the King.’ 
 

As I write, the expected time for waiting to 
view the Queen’s lying-in-state at Westminster 
Hall is more than 24 hours.  One can only 
admire the devotion and stamina of those 
hundreds of thousands who are ready to 
endure such an ordeal in order to pay a last 
homage to their Sovereign.  Fiona and I were 
a young engaged couple when we dutifully 
filed past Sir Winston Churchill’s coffin in that 
same Westminster Hall back in 1965, but that 
only involved a wait of an hour or two.  It was 
on that occasion that the British public learned 
a new word, ‘catafalque,’ which has been used 
again, though less frequently, on the present 
occasion. 

Anecdotes about the Queen abound.  Here is 
one I had not heard before: the story goes that 
Her Majesty was on a visit to a village in the 
Hebrides when she was invited to take tea in 
the humble home of the oldest 
inhabitant.  Seeking to make small talk, the 
Queen remarked on her hostess’s pretty china 
in a display case. ‘Aye,’ came the dour 
response, ‘I keep it for best.’ ! 
 

And finally, the corgis, love of the Queen’s life 
and bane of her staff, who were constantly 
tripping over the moving carpet and having to 
clean up after them.  According to her dresser, 
if the Queen entered the room wearing a tiara, 
the dogs would stretch out on the floor in mute 
depression.  However, if their mistress was 
wearing a head-scarf they would jump for joy 
in the knowledge that a walk was in 
prospect.  And I love the recent cartoon I saw 
on line, when a pack of corgis surround the 
bed of a sleepy Charles.  A particularly 
aggressive one has climbed on to his chest 
and is snarling: ‘I don’t care if you ARE 
the King of England, WE NEED OUR 
WALKIES!’ 
 
And adding to all the Shakespeare quotations 
that have been proffered of late, here is my 
contribution, slightly modified but true to the 
spirit of the original: 
 
       ‘We shall not look upon her like again.’  
 

Maurice Harrison 
 

 
LEGAL EAGLE 
 
Some crimes consist of conduct alone, for 
example, fraud. These crimes do not require 
the conduct of the accused to have a particular 
result or consequence. These are known as 
conduct crimes, and there is no need to 
consider causation in relation to such 
offences.  
 
Other crimes, known as result crimes, do 
require a given result because of the conduct 
of the accused. For example, murder requires 
the conduct of the accused to result in the 
death of another. 
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Where proof of causation is required, the 
prosecution is required to prove both factual 
and legal causation. Factual causation is 
established if it can be said that ‘but for’ the 
conduct of the accused the result would not 
have occurred as it did and when it did. 
 
Once factual causation is established, legal 
causation must be established. This is 
concerned with whether the accused is legally 
to blame, despite the factual link. Causation is 
only likely to be an issue where the accused’s 
act or omission is followed by other events 
leading to the prohibited result.  
 
These events are referred to as ‘new 
intervening acts’ (‘novus actus interveniens’), 
the issue is whether these events break the 
chain of causation so as to relieve the accused 
from liability for the result. The present law 
developed through a number of cases is that 
an intervening act will not break the chain of 
causation if the original conduct of the accused 
remains an “operating and substantial” cause 
of the result. 
 
One possible source of a novus actus is an 
intervening act of the victim, himself or herself, 
for example where harm is inflicted by the 
accused and the victim refuses to undergo 
medical treatment. In the case of Blaue 
[1975], the victim, a Jehovah’s Witness who 
had been stabbed by the accused, refused a 
blood transfusion and died as a result. The 
accused was guilty of manslaughter as the 
accused had to “take his victim as he found 
him” i.e., someone having the beliefs of a 
Jehovah’s Witness. 
 
In Field [2021], the prosecution case was that 
Benjamin Field(F) had manipulated Peter 
Farquhar(PF) into changing his will in favour of 
F as part of a plan to kill (PF) and make his 
death look like suicide. The court was told that 
F had carried out a sustained “gaslighting” plot 
aimed at making PF question his sanity. PF’s 
drinks were topped up with bioethanol and 
poteen, a high strength Irish alcohol, and his 
food was laced with drugs in the lead up to his 
death in 2015. 
 
  
 

The initial appearance was that PF had drunk 
himself to death. F inherited substantially from 
PF’s estate. PF’s cause of death was later 
confirmed to be acute alcohol toxicity and 
Dalmane (a drug prescribed for insomnia) use. 
 
F accepted that a bottle of strong whisky he 
had left out to tempt PF (who had given up 
drinking for medical reasons) had played some 
part in bringing about the death of PF but 
claimed that he had not intended to kill him. F 
argued that he had played no direct part in PF 
drinking alcohol prior to his death and that he 
was not present when PF died. 
 
 The judge left it to the jury to determine 
whether F’s actions were more than a minimal 
cause of PF’s death. He told the jury if they 
were sure that, with intent to kill, F in person 
gave PF drink, and PF drank it, it was open to 
them to conclude that the giving of the drink 
was the cause of death; but told them that 
conclusion would not be open to them if PF 
knew the drink being offered was intended to 
cause his death. He also told them that if PF 
agreed to drink – not knowing that it was 
intended by F that it was to kill him – it would 
be open to them to conclude that F’s giving of 
the drink was the cause of PF’s death. 
 
The jury rejected F’s account that he had left 
the whisky out for PF as a temptation. They 
concluded that F was present and had 
provided PF with alcohol (and/or Dalmane 
and/or smothered him). F was convicted of 
murder. F appealed on the ground that the trial 
judge had misdirected the jury on the issue of 
causation. 
 
The appeal court upheld F’s conviction. The 
court held that the judge’s direction rightly 
recognised that in this case the jury had to be 
sure that the drink was given to PF (i) with 
intent to kill; and (ii) that the drink was a more 
than minimal cause of death; and (iii) that PF’s 
act of drinking was not a free, voluntary 
informed decision such as to break the chain 
of causation. 
 
                                              Clive Hamblin. 
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A Farmer’s Eye View of the  
War in Ukraine 
Reprinted from British Farmer & Grower magazine 
 

Mariia Dudikh, of the Ukranian National 
Agrarian Forum describes what life has been 
like for farmers going about their business in 
the war-torn state since Russia’s invasion. 
 
On February 24th, 2022, Russian invaded 
Ukraine and the war in Ukraine has been going 
on for 8 months.  However, despite this, our 
farmers went to the fields in extremely difficult 
conditions and worked to feed not only 
Ukrainians, but also to ensure food security in 
the world.  North Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia are highly dependent upon food from 
Ukraine. 
 

Losses in the Ukrainian agriculture sector 
because of the war are topping $4.3 billion.  
The Russians have taken away thousands of 
tons of grain and agricultural machinery from 
the occupied territories and destroyed 
agricultural enterprises.  But our farmers have 
been able to sow more than 80% of the 
planned areas (14.2 million hectares).  This 
was achieved due to early preparation for the 
spring sowing campaign.  Even before the 
start of the war, farmers bought large amounts 
of fertilisers, seeds and other inputs.  It was 
also made possible with financial resources 
from Ukrainian banks, secured with the 
support of the state and included interest-free 
loans issued for six months under state 
guarantees for the spring sowing campaign. 

 

Sowing of winter crops for grain for the 2022 
harvest was carried out on 8.38 million 
hectares.  Now farmers have started 
harvesting early grain and leguminous crops in 
almost all regions.  The first million tons of 
grain were threshed on July 8th.  This harvest 
took place under attack from the shelling of 
cluster shells and incendiaries that threatened 
a world food crisis, but our farmers have 
worked hard through these terrible conditions. 
 

According to preliminary expert estimates, the 
total grain harvest in 2022 will be about 50.5 
million tons (m/t) compared to 86 m/t in 2021.  
In addition to this, Ukraine still has about 18 
m/t of grain and oil crops from the previous 
harvest. 
 

Before the war, Ukraine had no shortage of 
capacity - that is, we had a maximum of 40-45 
m/t of storage.  As of May 2022, Ukraine has 
already lost 13 m/t of elevator capacity.  Part 
of it is destroyed completely, the rest is in the 
occupied territories.  Of those elevators that 
can now work, 35 will not be released to 
accept the new harvest.  Thus, according to 
the experts’ data, already in the autumn, 
Ukraine is facing a noticeable shortage of 
capacity of around 10-15 million tons for 
storing the new crops. 
 

Today, the Ukrainian dairy sector is on the 
verge of a catastrophe.  Because of the war, 
dairy farms have been destroyed, and more 
than 50,000 milk cows have been lost.  In the 
front-line and occupied territories, farms are 
barely surviving, often without electricity, 
communication, or the ability to transport and 
prepare fodder.  This is the situation in Kharkiv 
and Kherson regions, a number of parts of 
Zaporizhzhia, Donetsk and Luhansk. 
 

Due to communication problems, it is difficult 
to estimate the exact loss of livestock, 
especially in the private sector.  It is difficult to 
get reliable information about what is 
happening in the above-mentioned regions, 
but the losses of the industrial sector are at 
least 50,000 head, which in monetary terms is 
$80 million. 
 

Before the war, Ukraine provided the Middle 
East with affordable milk protein and fat, 
exporting products through seaports.  During 
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the first two months of the war, significant 
volumes of so-called exchange products were 
accumulated in warehouses.  The warehouses 
accumulated dry milk, dry whey, and butter, 
which were to be sent to Asia and Africa, which 
are the main consumers of these products.  
The impossibility of exporting these products 
has had a negative impact on dairy 
enterprises, which in turn cannot pay for raw 
materials.  The shelf life of dry milk is on 
average six to eight months; the question of its 
sale is already becoming critical. 
 
The dairy sector figures are not final, as every 
day the Association of Milk Producers of 
Ukraine receives reports of new attacks on 
dairy farms.  The situation in Kharkiv Oblast is 
particularly alarming.  Invaders often carry out 
targeted attacks, and heavy mortar and rocket 
fire, theft and raiding are putting farms on the 
edge of survival in one of the top three milk 
producing regions in Ukraine.  Powerful dairy 
farms are concentrated there. 
 

Another problem of the livestock sector is the 
decrease in the purchasing power of the 
population and the loss of a large share of 
customers.  The number of Ukrainian refugees 
has exceeded 6.5m, most of whom are women 
and children.  On the other hand, the number 
of internally displaced persons has exceeded 
8m people who need humanitarian assistance 
and have no work. 
 
Export and Effects 
At the beginning of the war, the export of 
agricultural products was completely stopped.  
The Russian invaders have blocked Ukrainian 
ports and are deliberately undermining sea 
routes. 
 

According to the UN, Russia’s blockade of 
Ukrainian ports threatens the economic 
collapse of Ukraine’s agriculture, which feeds 
400 million people worldwide.  The inability to 
export grain from one of the world’s largest 
exporters of wheat, barley and sunflower oil 
could result in a global food crisis, or more 
simply, famine. 
 

In addition, the blocking of exports causes 
financial difficulties for farmers due to the 
inability to sell their products.  Thanks to the 
joint actions of the Government of Ukraine, 

international partners and business, 
alternative export routes (railway, river, and 
road) have been formed, but their capacity is 
very low.  Also, logistics costs have increased 
significantly and now account for more than 
50% of the cost structure.  Because of this, the 
prices on the domestic market are much lower 
than the world prices and farmers are forced 
to sell their grain at a loss. 
 
Losses and Solutions 
Russia has stolen at least 600,000 tons of 
grains from occupied Ukrainian territory to sell 
on the international markets, and now invaders 
take vegetables, fruits and other agricultural 
products from the occupied regions. 
 

According to our calculations, the industry 
needs 80-90 billion Ukraine hryvnia (UAH) of 
financial support today. The task of the state is 
to find these funds. The task of farmers is to 
preserve the harvest. Farmers also need state 
interventions:  buying out part of the crops or 
helping with grain storages. 
 
And what does the future hold in 2023?  
Ukrainian farmers will cross over to military 
crop rotation: 
 

• 30% land fallow. 
• Producing without fertilisers. 
• a reduction in maize planting. 

 

With the end of the war in Ukraine, there will 
be a problem of restoring milk and commodity 
complexes, combined feed and milk 
processing plants.  They should be rebuilt 
according to new modern trends – efficient, 
energy-saving, in according with GreenDeal 
requirements.  Investments in a new farm will 
amount to 7-10 thousand dollars per dairy cow, 
which is one of the largest investments in 
animal husbandry.  The payback of such 
projects is up to 10 years. 
 

Due to the blocked ports and the fact that 
Ukraine still has a lot of grains and other 
commodities for export, we assume that for all 
parties (donors of humanitarian aid, Ukrainian 
farmers, Ukrainian citizens who need 
humanitarian aid) it will be more effective to 
help Ukrainians by giving money instead of 
food in physical form. It became clear that food 
and agricultural inputs are more profitable and 
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faster to buy and give to those in need in 
Ukraine.  There are some advantages of this 
approach: 
 

• food is at least 20-30% cheaper now 
than in Western Europe, which means 
we can feed more people. 

• there aren’t large transport and logistic 
costs associated with delivery over 
thousands of kilometres. 

• loading of capacities of Ukrainian 
processing enterprises, which creates 
jobs, taxes to the UA budget and, 
consequently, potentially reduces the 
number of refugees to an already 
overcrowded Europe. 

 

Given this, on the behalf of the Ukrainian 
National Agrarian Forum (UNAF), we’re 
asking you to consider supporting UA citizens 
and farmers directly via special Charity Fund 
“Save UA”.  One of UNAF’s members, 
Ukrainian Agrarian Council (UAC), is in a close 
cooperation with this fund and are delivering 
all humanitarian aid to civilians and farmers as 
well. 
 

On July 22nd, Ukraine signed an agreement 
with Turkey and the UN to unblock three 
seaports in Odesa.  For UA farmers this is an 
extremely important step, because, due to the 
blockade of the ports, the cost of logistics has 
increased up to $200-300 per ton.  We have 
high hopes for it and really believe there will be 
a huge growth in grain exported and, as a 
result, finances flowing directly to farmers that 
will enable them to carry out the next sowing 
campaign in the autumn.  Otherwise, farmers 
will not have the opportunity to sow in the 
autumn, and 30% of the area will be left 
unsown.  Also, due to the lack of money, it will 
be unprofitable for farmers to grow winter 
wheat, and, next year, the shortage of food 
grains in the world will be felt much more. 
 

However, the chances are not great.  The day 
after the signing, Russia bombed Odesa Sea 
Port.  We don’t know if safe export by sea is 
possible.  In 2023 the whole world will talk 
about hunger again but there will be no more 
grain in Ukraine. 
  
To donate to the Ukrainian Agrarian Council’s fund, 
search for ‘Save UA’ at https://uacouncil.org/ for bank 
details. 

 
      Spotted at the Ploughing Match 

   
    Amusing entries in the produce tent  
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The World Pays Tribute  
to our Queen   

Personal reflections on an unforgettable day 
 

 
 
I well remember the death of George VI but I 
have absolutely no recollection of his 
funeral.  So as the world’s most distinguished 
citizens gathered at Westminster Abbey to say 
goodbye to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
this was a first for me, as for the vast majority 
of our fellow citizens. In my childhood the 
commentator on such occasions was 
invariably the incomparable Richard 
Dimbleby.  These days we hear commentaries 
from both the great man’s sons, but the 
journalist who has done the most to bring 
home the import of the Queen’s death to the 
great majority of us is the BBC’s Huw 
Edwards.  So, it was for this day of 
thanksgiving for the life of the Queen.  It was 
Huw whose dulcet Welsh tones described for 
us the historic events of the first part of the 
day, exercising once more the descriptive 
powers and ad-libbing talents that have 
astonished the nation over the days since the 
Queen died. 
 
As the world’s leaders filed in and took up their 
places, with the muffled tolling of Big Ben in 
the background, the thoughts of many, both 
there in the Abbey and watching at home, 
must have turned to the modest funeral of the 
Duke of Edinburgh and noted the striking 
contrast between the two events.  We were 
now watching a stunning spectacle on a scale  

 
 
 
perhaps never seen before in the history of the 
world, whereas a cruel Covid pandemic 
robbed the Duke of the honour that was 
rightfully due to him.  Who can forget that stark 
image of a black-masked Queen grieving 
alone in her pew at St George’s Chapel?   But 
now we were watching the pageantry of the 
ages, and the commentators were perhaps 
never so eloquent as when they fell silent for a 
few minutes now and again to let us take in the 
grandeur of the spectacle which we would not 
see again for many a year. 
 
The service was solemn but not gloomy, with 
its exquisite choral music, traditional 
hymns and Bible readings.  A life of 96 years 
was to be celebrated, not regretted.  The 
archaic language of the earliest Book of 
Common Prayer reminded us poignantly of 
the first Elizabethan Age, as the second one 
was so magnificently drawing to a close.  Was 
the commentator right who fancied he saw the 
‘ghost of a smile’ from the King as the service 
concluded with everything having gone 
according to plan? 
 
But only the first part of the day was 
over.  After the mainly distinguished 
congregation of Westminster Abbey, a second 
congregation waited at Windsor and, whereas 
many of the names of the Westminster guests 
were well-known to us, in St George’s Chapel 
a humbler gathering was made up in part of 
people who had worked for the royal 
household in a number of capacities over the 
years.  But first, the funeral cortège travelled 
through the capital and Londoners lined the 
streets in their thousands, rank upon rank of 
them, to pay a last tribute to the one who had 
served them with devotion for seventy 
years.  Some spectators wept openly, others 
bowed their heads in silent respect, while still 
others applauded or threw floral tributes.  The 
march up the Mall to Buckingham Palace was 
particularly poignant as the gun carriage, an 
island in a sea of sailors, headed towards the 
palace and the famous balcony where she had 
communed with her people so many times 
over the decades. 
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At one point a particular striking act 
of vox populi took place when someone in the 
crowd shouted, ‘Thee cheers for the Queen’ 
and as the ‘Hip, hip hoorays’ rang out how 
refreshing it was that for once they were not in 
response to some military command but a 
spontaneous expression of popular 
affection.  As the cortège passed by the 
Victoria Monument, one commentator 
wondered aloud what monument a grateful 
people would erect to this monarch?  What 
indeed? 
 
And now the drive to Windsor, to St George’s 
Chapel and its long association with the Order 
of the Knights of the Garter, dating back to 
1348.  The cortège joined the escort which 
was to accompany it along the Long Walk to 
the chapel.  As they regrouped in a quiet 
country road before turning left into the Long 
Walk, the contrast could not have been greater 
between the feverish activity of the city and the 
quiet of the countryside, reminding us that the 
Queen was at heart a countrywoman, happiest 
with her dogs and horses.  Further reminders 
of these simple tastes came with the presence 
of two of her corgis and her pony as the 
cortège neared the chapel gates.  As it did so, 
a flurry of arms with mobile phones shot into 
the air like so many Hitler salutes.  Back in 
London such an act had provoked 
aggrieved shouts of ‘Arms down!’ ‘Live in the 
moment!’ ‘Appreciate the history!’ 
 
The Long Walk was resplendent with 
blooms on either side, as were some 
large spaces within the Castle grounds. This 
was not the work of Nature but of royal 
gardeners who had ingeniously arranged 
hundreds of individual bouquets brought by 
the public into something resembling 
flowerbeds - a wonderful effect. 
 
The service in St George’s began with 
the resounding declaration, ’I am the 
Resurrection and the Life,’ a testimony to the 
Queen’s Christian faith, and ended 
dramatically with the coffin being 
slowly lowered into the Royal Vault.  A later, 
final interment was due to take place in the 
presence of the royal family and a few other 
intimates, but for us, the public, it was all 

over.  As was said of Abraham Lincoln: ‘Now 
she belongs to the ages.’ 
 
I close with a quotation, not from Shakespeare 
but from his contemporary Queen Elizabeth 
I.  In the so-called Golden Speech, the last she 
made to her Parliament very near the end of 
her life, she spoke these words, which can 
legitimately be applied to our own late Queen: 
‘Though God hath raised me high, yet this I 
count the glory of my crown, that I have 
reigned with your loves.’ 

 
Maurice Harrison 
 

 
WOMENS INSTITUTE 
WI Report for September 2022 
 
On Tuesday 6th September we had a most 
fascinating talk by Alan Pewsey of Dartmoor 
Search & Rescue (Ashburton team).  
 
We learned that the Dartmoor Rescue Group 
comprises of 4 teams, who are based in 
Ashburton, Okehampton, Tavistock and  
Plympton, and that they cover the whole of 
Dartmoor, as well as all of Devon and 
Cornwall, and they also work with the Cornwall 
Search & Rescue Teams.  
 
The Dartmoor Rescue group was set up 
originally in 1968, after there were some tragic 
Army Cadet fatalities, in order to provide a 
permanent professional search and rescue 
service for the Devon and Cornwall areas. 
Ashburton was the final team to make up the 
group in 1976 and at that time many members 
were also part of the South Devon 
Mountaineering Club. 
 
All team members are unpaid volunteers, and 
upon enrolment are fully and professionally 
trained in searching, navigation, casualty care, 
search dog handling and water rescue. All 
team trainees undergo a training period of 
between 12 to 18 months, then upon  
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completion, a successful trainee becomes a 
fully-fledged callout member. Training 
continues for all members on Wednesday 
nights, with a minimum of 12 winter and 6 
summer sessions. Each team has specialists 
in Swift Water Rescue, Rope Rescue on steep 
ground, Micro Navigation at any time of day or 
night, The Hasty Team who are fit and 
experienced runners, and of course Casualty 
Medical Care, being a very high level of above 
average primary care. 
 
The Ashburton Group is based on the outskirts 
of Ashburton, on the edge of South Dartmoor. 
They go out to find the lost, missing, injured 
and vulnerable people, not just on Dartmoor, 
but also across South and East Devon, 
including urban areas such as Torbay and 
Exeter, and have also upon occasion been 
called to help at major national incidents, (i.e. 
the York floods). 
 
We were very surprised to learn that the 
Dartmoor Rescue Groups rely entirely upon 
business and public donations to keep going 
and provide a vital and essential service totally 
free of charge. It costs the Ashburton group 
over £28,000.00 a year to run the team and 
they rely upon public generosity to survive. 
The volunteers in this team provide all their 
own equipment and devote at least 5 hours per 
week to training, fundraising and attending 
callouts to those in need. 
 
At the end of the talk, we all felt very privileged 
to learn that we have such a wonderful and 
responsible group of people in our area, and 
we were all amazed at the amount of work and 
dedication which is ongoing in all the teams. 
 
 DATES TO NOTE:- 
 
Thurs 27th Oct Soup and Pudding Evening at 
the WI Hut 6 for 6.30pm 
 
All monthly meetings are at the Thorverton WI 
Hut starting at 2.30p.m. 
 
New members are very welcome, as are 
visitors who can come along to 
see what we do. 
 
 

 

 

 

ThorvertonAFC  

Monthly Report 
 
Rather than the usual match reports, I am 
providing an off the pitch update as we 
commence the new season. 
 
We are running two men's teams and welcome 
anyone connected with the village to approach 
us if they are interested in playing. By the time 
you read this, due to the lack of daylight, we 
will have moved training from Thorverton to 
Isca in Exeter - every Tuesday from 11th 
October at 8pm. 
 
We are again hosting Culm Valley Youth U15s. 
To address the queries over why we do not 
have our own youth, disability or woman's 
teams, it is because we are not aware of 
enough players in the village and surrounding 
area to form a team, plus we would need 
volunteers to come in and assist with this.  
 
Any additional teams beyond the three that 
currently play on the pitch, would currently be 
difficult given the wear and tear three teams 
already do to the pitch during the winter 
months. 
 
To aid this, we have obtained a grant from the 
Football Foundation to spend £19,000 
maintaining the pitch for the next six seasons. 
Whilst the pitch looks OK when cut, it is 
currently rated as 'basic' by the Football 
Association. Club volunteers are currently 
learning how to look after a pitch (more 
complicated than you may think - well at least 
to us footballers!) and will be getting 
assistance with aeration, fertilising etc with a 
view to improving the pitch to good or 
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advanced by the end of the grant period. This 
will help the pitch be able to sustain more  
 
 
games, have a thicker growth of grass that will 
reduce injuries and  
 
provide an improved playing surface so it is 
easier to develop skills on. Naturally, the pitch 
will remain available to all to use all year round 
(we want children and adults playing fun 
games on the pitch when we are not around 
using it). 
 
We would like to thank the Women's Institute 
for allowing us to create a club house for the 
first team for use on match days. This 
establishes us amongst our peers in the 
Devon league, as well as allowing us to make 
some money to fund costs and also, we hope 
allows the WI to earn some money for their 
own causes. We have arranged a TV licence 
and alcohol licence to run a members' club on 
the premises. This means the public cannot 
simply walk in but we hope that many of you 

who do support us will become a member so 
you can enjoy our hospitality. 
 
We are trialling this and hope to expand to the 
second team although we do need some 
further volunteer support to allow us to do this. 
The seconds are therefore currently being 
hosted by the excellent Exeter Inn. 
 
Finally, we do rely on volunteer support and 
are willing to speak to anyone interested in 
helping us from running our social media 
accounts, taking pictures, writing match 
reports, helping in our members' bar, or even 
just helping with being available to cut or mark 
our pitch when the weather leaves us limited 
scope to do so with the volunteers that 
currently work. 
 
Anyone wanting to volunteer or to 
communicate with the club can contact Paul 
Webb, Secretary on 079445 333 72 or via:  
 grecianwebb@blueyonder.co.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NEWTON ST CYRES TENNIS CLUB  

 

The LTA joins with the 

tennis community 

across Great Britain in 

paying tribute to Her 

Majesty the Queen, 

following her passing 

on 8 September 2022. 

She was a patron of the LTA for many 

years.  

 

In line with National Mourning Guidance 
we followed the advice of the LTA that 
recreational tennis could continue to be 

played during the period of mourning, and 
continued our normal club sessions, junior 
coaching and club competitions. 
 
If anyone would like to find out more about 
any of these activities please see our 
website  
www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, or 
contact our membership secretary Laura 
Leigh on  01647 24259 

 
Sally Baldwin
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THE SKY AT NIGHT 
 
October sky. Look out for Mercury appearing 
as a small star (it won’t twinkle) rising before 
the dawn Sun, best on October 8. The next 
day will be a Full Moon all night, setting just as 
the Sun rises! And the bright star next to the 
Moon? That would actually be Jupiter. Find 
some binoculars to spy its four largest moons 
all in a row! The Orionids meteor show briefly 
reaches its maximum of 20 meteors per hour 
on the night of 21 October. Try Googling for the 
position of Orion and note the sky wide streaks 
emanating from its direction. Unless you’re in 
Kazakhstan, the partial solar eclipse will be 
almost invisible on October 25. Either way, 
you’ll need a pinhole/card projection device or 
bespoke, extremely dark Sunscreening film to 
view it: anything less may blind you. 
 
The Moon: what’s the fuss? 
If, like me, you’re old enough to recall the 
excitement of the first Moon landing by the 
craft Eagle in 1969 and to remember the 
courage of those first Moonwalkers, led by the 
global hero Neil Armstrong, then you’ll know 
how that bookending to the wacky 60’s 
heralded a new discovery age of the 70’s. 
Three years later, USA’s spare cash was spent 
and the piggy bank was dry. Apart from a few 
more Moonwalks and some Russian soil 
gathering, it was all over.  
 
The manned programmes of Mercury, Gemini 
and Apollo along with the Soviet space 
programme had led to the deaths of 30 
spacemen. Safety standards are now higher, 
but the risks will also remain great. The NASA 
Artemis mission involves international 
partners as well as commercial companies to 
solve the wealth of new challenges that are 
being posed. Space laboratories have 
continued to be more cheaply  
 
used and it’s no surprise that 50 years have 
passed (where did they go?). Now, a new 
space race of sorts is underway. Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One reason is discovery - because it’s there! 
Previously, we’ve had space labs in Earth  
orbit. Now there’ll soon be a ‘Gateway’ station 
in permanent Lunar orbit, see fig.1.  
 
Fig.1 A full view of NASA Gateway that 
includes elements from international partners. 
Built with commercial and international 
partners, the Gateway is critical to sustainable 
lunar exploration and will serve as a model for 
future missions to Mars. First phase November 
2024 
 
Also, much more work on the Moon can be 
achieved by using a surface-based outpost 
that previous generations only dreamed of! 
Use of the Moon’s ice/water to create useful 
oxygen and hydrogen gases will be a critical 
technological innovation to pioneer. The 
capabilities for living on the lunar surface will 
be tested and retested. The dynamics of 
cooperation between two communities of 
experts on the surface and in orbit will be 
monitored and optimised as well as the 
essential technical collaboration between 
several nations. 
 
Another reason is Mars. Engineering, 
technical and human lessons learnt from the 
habitation and experimentation on the Moon 
will be applied directly. Of course, journey 
times are hopelessly different: 3 days vs up to 
a year! If you’re interested in the next steps 
see what NASA has to say:  
 “Gateway will be humanity’s first space station 
in lunar orbit to support NASA’s deep space 
exploration plans, along with the 
Space Launch System (SLS)  
rocket, Orion spacecraft, and the Human 
Landing System (HLS) that will send 
astronauts to the Moon. NASA has focused 
Gateway development on the first two 
elements – the Power and Propulsion Element 
(PPE) and the Habitation and Logistics 
Outpost (HALO) - which will launch together  
on a commercially procured launch vehicle.  
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Artemis missions enable a growing lunar 
economy by fueling new industries, supporting 
job growth, and furthering the demand for a 
skilled workforce.” 
 
Artemis project starts with uncrewed, then 
crewed flight tests of the Space Launch 
System and the Orion lunar-orbiting 
spacecraft. The Gateway station will remain in 
Moon orbit for more than a decade, providing 
a place to live and work, and supporting long-
term science and human exploration on and 
around the Moon. The Artemis Base Camp 
concept includes a modern lunar cabin,a rover 
and a mobile home. 
 
Indian (Chandrayaan) and Chinese (Chang’e) 
craft have plied their own separate ways to the 
Moon recently. The Indian project had modest 
goals on a tiny budget! Among its many 
achievements was the discovery of 
widespread presence of water in lunar soil!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

Finding reserves of water ice nearer the poles 
is the ultimate goal though. The Chinese 
however have a different approach: they will 
collect lunar samples from the near-side and 
send them to Earth; finally they’ll develop a 
robotic research station near the Moon's south 
pole. Meanwhile, their recent missions have 
studied the Sun, Moon as well as radio 
astronomy! China began returning soil 
samples in 2020, whilst Russia managed it 
between 1970 and 1976. The Indian project 
has different goals.  
 
The shifting priorities of various nations and 
corporations will clearly have to merge in order 
to reliably deliver manned craft safely and 
sustainably to Mars. Will it happen in our 
lifetimes? Now there’s a question! 
 
                                               Peter Hargood 
Fig 2 

  Fig 1 
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The Joy of Living in Kenya 
 
In 1966, following supply teaching for two 
terms at Bridgnorth Grammar School, and 
achieving our ambition of buying a new 
split-screen VW camper, we arranged a 
return to Kenya. Fortunately I had a 
contact in the Ministry of Education in 
Nairobi, and viewed a list of vacancies for 
Physics teachers in Kenya. We chose a 
Quaker-established school on the lower 
slopes of Mt Elgon close to the Uganda 
border. The job started in January 1967, 
so we had a few months available to travel. 
We tested the van with a trip to 
Ardnamurchan peninsular in Scotland and 
booked a passage on a ship from Jeddah 
in Jordan to Mombasa (in the event, this 
ship was delayed, so an alternative was 
booked from Naples and our itinerary 
altered to return to Italy after driving to 
eastern Greece.) The 2-month trip 
followed the Danube and the coast of 
(then) Yugoslavia, skirting Albania via 
Kosovo to Thessaloniki in Greece. Then 
the ferry from Igumenitsa to Brindisi, 
followed by several days camping in the 
fuming Solfatura Crater in Naples waiting 
for the (delayed) ship to arrive. 
 
We visited the pyramids and the 
Tutankhamun exhibit in Cairo while the 
ship was travelling through the Suez Canal 
and arrived in Mombasa in December 66. 
We had the van hoisted off the ship, and 
drove the 620 miles to our new posting at 
Friends School, Kamusinga. We stopped 
on the way to be reunited with our 3 yr-old 
white labrador (called If), who had spent 
the previous 15 months with an American 
Peace Corps teacher (who was returning 
to USA). When If saw me he ran up the 
garden, and, putting his paws on my 
shoulders, and licked my face..a 
completely delightful reunion. At 
Kamusinga he used to join me in the 
school, often after I had started teaching, 
the lab door would be pushed open and he 
was flop down below the blackboard, put 
his head on his paws, give deep sigh and 
go to sleep. It was said the he attended 
more physics  

 
 
lessons than the A level pupils. 
 
Kamusinga had been established in 1956, 
so the buildings were all fairly new and in 
good condition, and like my previous 
school in Embu, was a boys' boarding 
school serving the local (up to about 50 
miles radius) community. The physics lab 
was fairly well equipped and even had a 
reflecting astronomical telescope. One 
evening, I tried it out with several of the 
interested pupils waiting to use it. I spotted 
a particularly bright planet, suggesting I 
thought it was Jupiter, but when I adjusted 
the focus, I could clearly see the rings of 
SATURN. The boys were suitably 
impressed. Later I supplemented the 
equipment in the lab by shipping some 
surplus power supplies and radioactivity 
devices from Aldermaston (via a depot at 
Leicester University).  
 
During the rainy seasons, in October and 
April, it usually rained (very heavily) in mid 
afternoon. The classrooms had single-skin 
corrugated iron roofing, and the noise 
made teaching impossible. The solution 
was to not teach in the afternoon, by 
starting teaching at 7 am, break for 
breakfast at 9 and finish for the day at 
1.30pm. This gave us a free 
afternoon..every day ! Each member of 
staff was allowed free periods to allow time 
for a trip to the nearest town, Kitale, 30 
miles away to access the bank and visit 
the shops. This could be quite an 
adventure in the rainy seasons when the 
20 miles of unsurfaced murram road 
turned into very sticky mud. On one 
occasion I had to abandon the van about 
2 miles short of the school, walk home to 
collect sleeping bag and food, and return 
for a night in the van, and wait for the sun 
to dry the road to enable me to complete 
the journey. The weekly visit to Kitale 
included a visit to Kitale Club for a game of 
squash or tennis, and a social drink. 
 
There was no mains electricity at the 
school, but we had a 22kW diesel powered 
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generator which provided power to the 
staff houses and the school buildings, but 
only from 6.30pm to 10.30pm.  
Unfortunately, if all lights on the site were 
switched on the system attempted to take 
more than 50kW from the generator. When 
demand exceeded supply the engine 
struggled, slowed down and emitted 
clouds of sooty black smoke, and the lights 
flickered. I, being i/c generator, then had to 
jump on my bike and cycle round the 
compound telling everyone to switch off 
lights.  Note: this was a small scale version 
of what is likely to happen in UK next 
winter...can you imagine Liz Truss cycling 
round Britain ?! I solved the lack of light at 
night in the house by installing small 6V 
bulbs with push-button switches in all the 
rooms and wired them to a connection to 
the campervan battery (the T1 campers 
only had a 6V system), and this got 
recharged every time we drove the van. 
 
Saturday mornings were spent doing 
Community Service. One group of boys 
were out tending to the maize crop (the 
School was almost self-sufficent in basic 
food, maize which was cooked to provide 
a type of porridge called ugali). I 
supervised another group maintaining the 
electricity supply to all the buildings. On 
one occasion I was at the top of a ladder 
cutting away a tree branch which was 
touching the wire, when I head the chug-
chug of the diesel engine starting up ready 
to switch on the power. Fortunately, the 
main switch was thrown only after the 
engine reached working speed so I had 
time to let go of the wire before I got fried. 
The instruction to not use the generator 
had been ignored. 
 
The staff were a mixture of UK, US, and 
Kenyan teachers, living in the 20 houses 
on site. The houses, were equipped with a 
Kuni (wood-burning) stove in the kitchen, 
and a fridge powered by a paraffin burner. 
If the wick on the burner had not been 
properly trimmed you could wake up to be 
greeted with the living room filled with 
floating soot filaments and a strong smell. 
The two bedrooms were very small, so 

after my first two year contract, when we 
returned to UK for a two month leave, we 
had a large bedroom extension added to 
the end of the house, at a cost of £70.! The 
veranda off the sitting room overlooked a 
reasonably large garden and thatched 
summer house, built by the gardener in the 
style of the local huts.  
 
Kitale was a town built by white settlers in 
the early part of the century (20th). They 
lived on large farms within a radius of 
about 30 miles from the town. Most of the 
farms were ranching cattle. Part of the 
post-Independence agreement between 
the UK government and the new Kenya 
Government was that these farms would 
be bought out (with grants from the UK) 
and the land provided for local Kenyan 
farmers. During the time we were there the 
number of white farming families in the 
area reduced from about 600 to single 
figures. Some went to Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe and Zambia), some to Australia 
and some returned to UK. We bought two 
horses (for £15 including saddles and 
bridles) from a farmer who was heading to 
South Africa, and we rented a field with a 
stream, near the school. Our gardener 
was able to look after the horses and often 
collected and saddled them ready for an 
afternoon ride up onto the slopes of Mt 
Elgon. Our local area had never had 
horses before and many of the local 
people had to ask “What is that animal?” 
as we rode past their shamba (patch of 
land). Labrador If , happily settled into his 
new home, usually ran along behind the 
horses during our rides. 
 
Now that we had the campervan, travel 
around East Africa was much easier. And 
allowed us wild-camp close to the wildlife.  
Although the T1 was underpowered, we 
managed trips to Lake Rudolf (now Lake 
Turkana), across into Uganda, and south 
to the Serengeti and Ngorongoro Crater. 
We also spent several holidays on the 
coast at Malindi and Turtle Bay at Watamu. 
I also joined a group of teacher-friends to 
climb to the summit of Kilimanjaro, which 
gave magnificent views above the glacier 
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and clouds to Kenya in the north and  the 
other volcanos to the west and south. After 
an accident with the van it was fitted with 
a new hinged windscreen which opened 
allowing the use of a long camera lens 
from the driving seat for photographing the 
wildlife in the Game Parks..and allowing a 
cooling breeze for the driver. I will leave 
out further details of, the black mamba, the 
gin smuggling, bbq-ed shark steaks, the 
clam-bake (inedible), If chasing the robber, 
driving the Citroen ID19 with no 
suspension, the bogged-down Land-rover 
in Lake Rudolf,...and other notable events. 
 
We left Kenya in after 5 years at 
Kanusinga in December 71 with an an 

addition to our family, Jason, who was 
born at Kitale Hospital in February 70. We 
left If with our Scottish neighbour to 
continue his happy life visiting his dog-
friends in the local area, and sold the 
campervan in Nairobi. The journey home 
followed a route initially south, with a flight 
to Johannesburg, car to Durban, and 3 
weeks on the Edinburgh Castle ship to 
Southampton, via Capetown and Gran 
Canaria with Christmas Day spent 
crossing the Bay of Biscay. 
 
Then to look for another job, and another 
campervan...but that's another story. 
 
John Spivey 
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TARTS NEWS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers & Trampers 

Saturday 3rd September – Eggesford  
 
Caroline led a walk of around 5 ½ miles starting 

from Eggesford Station. Heading up the road past 

what is sadly no longer Eggesford Garden Centre, 

we soon passed All Saints church. The TARTS can 

never resist an opportunity to explore an ancient 

church (an oxymoron?) so we decided to pop in. 

The church originally stood in the grounds of 

Eggesford House which was home to a branch of 

the Chichester family. It was demolished in the 19th 

century. The church was rebuilt in 1860 and while 

it boasts no impressive ecclesiastical furniture it 

does contain some impressive lavish memorials to 

the Chichester family.  

We followed the Tarka Trail for a good section, 

before following a public footpath sign across 

several fields, some of them very overgrown. 

Eventually reaching a lane we headed northwest 

to Lama Cross where we planned to have lunch at 

the  Lymington Arms. The pub was closed when I 

did the recce a few days before, but the website 

assured me it was open for lunches on Saturdays. 

Unfortunately we realized straight away that we 

should have booked. Walking into a near empty 

pub around noon the landlady expressed what can 

only be described as shock and dread when she 

worked out 10 hungry walkers were after lunch. A 

huge shout out to her and the chef though. They 

immediately rallied round and did their best to 

accommodate us. The menu was limited to 

baguettes and, when they ran out, chips. But it was 

all delicious, cooked and presented to perfection 

and with fantastic service. I can thoroughly 

recommend it – but maybe book next time! 

After lunch we were lulled into a false sense of 

security with a downhill section to a stream. Of 

course the old hikers saying rang true that 

whatever goes down must go up and we had a 

rather strenuous climb to reach a bridleway that 

would take us to Wormsdown plantation. Our path 

descended through a coppice of Ash and Hazel, 

past the hunt kennels and back onto the road 

leading us back to the cars.  

 

Saturday 17th September – Bampton and 

Morebath 

 

Mike led another party of 10 TARTS plus Katie dog 

on a 5 ½ mile walk starting from Bampton. We 

were very fortunate to be joined by two Ukrainian 

friends of Caroline, so if there are any Ukrainian 

guests in Thorverton please get in touch, we would 

love to welcome you on our walks.  

We started by climbing northwest along the Exe 

Valley Way. We completed the whole of the Exe 

Valley Way in 2013 for the TARTS 10th anniversary. 

We are open to suggestions as to how to celebrate 

our 20th next year! 

We crossed the track of the old Tiverton and North 

Devon railway line which ran from 1884 to 1964 – 

a casualty of the Beeching cuts. It seemed 

incomprehensible standing in a rather 

unremarkable dip at the edge of a field that 

passengers would in years gone by have 

experienced this landscape from the comfort of a 

railway carriage. Nature really does reclaim the 

land if given the opportunity.  

We had quite a lengthy climb along quiet lanes to 

reach Morebath, an ancient sheep farming 

settlement. We availed ourselves of several 

benches in the church yard to have lunch. The 

weather was perfect, a warm and still late summer 

afternoon and it probably caused us to linger 

longer over lunch than was necessary! 

We then had a sadly unavoidable ¾ mile section of 

road walking where we caused havoc to local road 

users by virtue of our sheer numbers! 

Our walk concluded with a lovely section of green 

lanes and open fields back to Bampton, passing by 

a rather striking Saxon-Norman motte and bailey. 

(Shame on all the Tarts who thought the Motte and 

Bailey was a pub!) 

We finished the walk off in traditional Tarts style 

with the most delicious tea, cake and scones in the 

beautiful gardens of the Bridge House Restaurant. 
 
Future Walks: 
 
Saturday 1st October led by Ann 
Saturday 15th October led by Nick and Judy 
Saturday 29th October led by Neville 
Saturday 12th November led by Jenny 
Saturday 26th November led by Maggi 
Saturday10th December 
Saturday 17th December Killerton Amble and 
Tarts Christmas meal.  
Heather has been leading some mid week walks 
which tend to be at quite short notice because of 
the weather so please let us know if you are 
interested in those and we can keep you posted. 
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All walks will have details emailed to those on the 

list about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 

miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, 

however precise details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be displayed 

approximately a week before the walk in the Old 

Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Новини ТАРТС 

Торвертон Амблерс Рамблер і Трамперс 
Субота, 3 вересня – Еггесфорд 

 

Керолайн почала прогулянку довжиною 

близько 5 ½ миль, починаючи зі станції 

Еггесфорд. Рухаючись дорогою повз те, що, на 

жаль, більше не є Eggesford Garden Centre, ми 

незабаром проминули церкву Всіх Святих. 

TARTS ніколи не можуть встояти перед 

нагодою дослідити старовинну церкву 

(оксюморон?), тому ми вирішили заскочити. 

Церква спочатку стояла на території 

Еггесфорд Хаус, який був домом для гілки сім’ї 

Чічестер. Був зруйнований у 19 столітті. 

Церква була перебудована в 1860 році, і хоча 

вона не може похвалитися вражаючими 

церковними меблями, вона містить кілька 

вражаючих розкішних меморіалів родині 

Чічестер. 

Ми пройшли гарну ділянку стежкою Тарка, а 

потім пішли за вказівником громадської стежки 

через кілька полів, деякі з них дуже зарослі. 

Врешті-решт досягнувши провулку, ми 

попрямували на північний захід до Лама-Кросу, 

де планували пообідати в Lymington Arms. Паб 

був закритий, коли я проводив відпочинок за 

кілька днів до цього, але веб-сайт запевнив 

мене, що він відкритий для обідів по суботах. 

На жаль, ми відразу зрозуміли, що повинні 

були забронювати. Увійшовши в майже 

порожній паб близько полудня, господиня 

висловила те, що можна описати лише як шок і 

жах, коли вона подумала, що після обіду 

залишилося 10 голодних людей. Хоча 

величезний крик їй та шеф-кухарю. Вони 

відразу згуртувалися і зробили все можливе, 

щоб нас прийняти. Меню обмежувалося 

багетами, а коли вони закінчувалися, чіпсами. 

Але все це було дуже смачно, приготоване та 

подане до досконалості та з фантастичним 

обслуговуванням. Я можу настійно 

рекомендувати його, але, можливо, 

забронюйте наступного разу! 

Після обіду ми були заколисані помилковим 

відчуттям безпеки з секцією спуску до потоку. 

Звичайно, стара приказка туристів звучала 

правдою, що все, що йде вниз, повинно 

піднятися вгору, і ми мали досить напружений 

підйом, щоб досягти вуздечки, яка приведе нас 

до плантації Вормсдаун. Наш шлях спускався 

через переліски ясена та ліщини, повз 

мисливські будки та назад на дорогу, яка вела 

нас назад до машин. 

 

Субота, 17 вересня – Бемптон і Морет 

 

Майк очолював ще одну групу з 10 тартів плюс 

собака Кеті на прогулянці 5 ½ милі, починаючи 

з Бамптона. Нам дуже пощастило, що до нас 

приєдналися двоє українських друзів 

Керолайн, тому, якщо в Торвертоні є українські 

гості, будь ласка, зв’яжіться з нами, ми будемо 

раді вітати вас під час наших прогулянок. 

Ми почали з підйому на північний захід уздовж 

Exe Valley Way. Ми завершили весь Exe Valley 

Way у 2013 році до 10-річчя TARTS. Ми відкриті 

до пропозицій щодо святкування нашого 20-

річчя наступного року! 
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Ми перетнули колію старої залізничної лінії 

Тівертон і Північний Девон, яка пролягала з 

1884 по 1964 роки – жертва скорочень Бічінга. 

Здавалося незбагненним, стоячи в досить 

нічим не примітній проваллю на краю поля, що 

пасажири в минулі роки відчували б цей 

краєвид, не виходячи з залізничного вагона. 

Природа дійсно відвойовує землю, якщо їй 

надається така можливість. 

Нам довелося досить довго підніматися 

тихими провулками, щоб дістатися Морбата, 

стародавнього поселення, де розводили овець. 

Щоб пообідати, ми скористалися кількома 

лавками на церковному подвір’ї. Погода була 

ідеальною, теплий і все ще пізній літній день, і 

це, мабуть, змусило нас затриматися на обід 

довше, ніж було потрібно! 

Тоді ми мали, на жаль, неминучий ділянку 

дороги довжиною ¾ милі, де ми завдали хаосу 

місцевим учасникам дорожнього руху завдяки 

нашій величезній кількості! 

Наша прогулянка завершилася чудовою 

ділянкою зелених доріжок і відкритих полів 

назад до Бамптона, проходячи повз досить 

вражаючий саксонсько-нормандський мот і 

бейлі. (Ганьба всім Тартам, які думали, що 

Motte and Bailey — це паб!) 

Ми завершили прогулянку в традиційному 

стилі Тарт найсмачнішим чаєм, тістечком і 

булочками в красивих садах ресторану Bridge 

House. 

 

Майбутні прогулянки: 

 

Субота 1 жовтня під керівництвом Анн 

Субота, 15 жовтня під керівництвом Ніка та 

Джуді 

Субота 29 жовтня на чолі з Невілом 

Субота 12 листопада під керівництвом Дженні 

Субота 26 листопада під керівництвом Маггі 

Субота 10 грудня 

Субота, 17 грудня, Різдвяна трапеза Killerton 

Amble and Tarts. 

 

Хізер проводила деякі прогулянки в середині 

тижня, які, як правило, відбувалися досить 

швидко через погоду, тому, будь ласка, 

повідомте нам, якщо ви зацікавлені в них, і ми 

можемо тримати вас у курсі. 

 

Деталі про всі прогулянки будуть надіслані 

електронною поштою тим, хто внесений до 

списку, приблизно за тиждень до цього з 

інформацією про місце та час початку, і вони 

підходять для собак, якщо не вказано інше. 

Коротші прогулянки зазвичай мають довжину 

4–6 миль, а довші — 6–9 миль, проте точні 

відомості про кожну прогулянку (довжина, 

градієнт, інформація про обід тощо) 

відображатимуться приблизно за тиждень до 

прогулянки у вікні Старої пошти та на дошка 

оголошень села. Якщо ви хочете потрапити 

до списку електронної пошти, зв’яжіться з 

Керолайн (07749775304) або Гремом (860203). 

 

 
 

 
 

RECIPE  
 

A quick tomato sauce for pasta 

A good way to use up the last of the tomatoes. 

Finely chop a medium size onion and cook until 

soft in 2 tablespoons of olive oil, without 

colouring. Add a crushed clove of garlic and 1 

1/2lbs (750g) of chopped  tomatoes.  Bring to the 

boil and then simmer gently for 10 minutes.  

Allow to cool, then rub through a sieve to remove 

the onion, tomato skins and seeds. Return the 

puree to a saucepan and simmer for a further 5 

minutes, season with salt and freshly ground black 

pepper. This can be frozen and used in stews, 

casseroles, and with pasta dishes. 

Paul Cleave 

Sustainable Crediton 
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The Squirrel War (We Won!) 
 
Ever since we erected our first bird feeder, the 
gluttonous squirrels helped themselves to far 
more peanuts than did the birds.  No matter 
how distant the feeders were from the main 
poles, the incredibly athletic peanut poachers 
scampered up the poles and headed straight 
for the feeders. 
 
Mike bought a slingshot and gathered up a 
store of pebbles, taking aim from our upstairs 
bedroom window.  He missed every single 
time. Finally, Mike’s son, Robert, who lives in 
Atlanta sent us a bird feeder with a motorised 
ring designed to fling the squirrel away from 
the feeder.  The squirrels got wise to this, 
avoiding the whirling ring and climbing the 
pole, gripping it with their hind legs and 
reaching horizontally across to the feeder. 
 
One morning I had a “light bulb” moment. I 
rummaged around for my Crisco, a vegetable 
shortening, and marched over to the bird 
feeder poles.  I greased every one of them with 
the viscous, slippery fat.   
 
Ah, what pleasure to watch Mr. Squirrel begin 
his fateful ascent of the pole—-down he slid to 
the ground—-again and again. We renewed 
the greased poles as needed, noting the 
diminishing number of peanut thieves.  One 
day as I watched from our kitchen window, a 
squirrel walked solemnly across the grass and 
gave me what I swear was a deeply resentful 
look. 

Now, a couple of months after the first pole 

was greased, we have NO squirrels. 

Becky Stannard 

 

 
      ‘’Excuse me, did you say NO Squirrels!!’ 

 
 

NATURE NOTES 
 

Although we have had a serious lack of rain 
this year, some plants and trees have done 
well. I previously mentioned there is a good  
crop of acorns but also beech, bramble, apple 
trees and wild hop have produced abundant 
fruit. Catkins have started to grow on hazel 
and on some hazel bushes also new leaf 
growth.  
 
Sadly, much of hogweed has died so insects 
will not have access to late flower umbels from 
this plant. What rain we have had in early 
September has certainly encouraged a 
greening up of the countryside. On 16th 
September I counted 26 species of wild plants 
that were in flower along the lanes. 
Nevertheless, the streams are very low in 
water. Various fungi have sprung up in 
September including field mushrooms, giant 
puffballs and parasol mushrooms.  
 

In Thorverton we had around 12 days of rain 
last October and on some of those days it 
lashed down. One of those days was 20th 
October when we started to see the effect of 
Storm Aurore. The next day the bridge at 
Stoke Canon was like an island with all the 
fields around it flooded. The month of October 
was unseasonably mild. 
 
Do you remember Cumbre Vieja volcano on 
the Island of La Palma, Canary Islands started 
erupting on 19th September 2021 and was still 
erupting in October with the last eruption 
declared as 13th December 2021. As well as 
its terrible destruction of buildings and 
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agricultural land and cutting off the coastal 
road its larva created a new peninsula. 
 
The Hedge 
Garden spiders made their webs on the hedge 
this September. They suspend themselves in 
the centre of their web waiting for a meal to 
become entrapped in the silken threads. 
Garden spiders are the most common of the 
orb spiders. I took one picture of a garden 
spider on the hedge then noticed another one 

 
next to it. This garden spider had successfully 
caught a prey on its web and partially wrapped 
it in thread. I think it is a bush cricket or maybe 
a grasshopper. In order to get a better angle 
for the picture I would have wrecked the web. 
The next day the webs and spiders were gone. 
Heavy downpours of rain had taken out the 
webs. Webs have since been rebuilt by the 
resident spiders. 
 
A to Z  Viburnum opulus Guelder 
Rose 
A shrub found in damp hedges and edge of 
woods. It flowers from May to July. Flower 
umbels are creamy-white, the outer ring of the 
umbel has larger flowers and these are sterile 
and there to attract insects to the fertile inner 
flowers. Red berries are produced from August 
to November and humans can only eat these 
berries once cooked. Birds such as robin, 
bullfinch and mistle thrush will take the berries. 
Leaves have three to five lobes and are similar 
to maple and change colour in autumn. It was 

named after Guelderland an ancient province 
in the Low Countries now part of the 
Netherlands. Guelder Rose is an indicator of  
 
ancient woodland. I have known this shrub 
since childhood as it grows on the edge of the 
woods at Newton St Cyres.   
 
I would not have written about this shrub but 
for Mike Stannard who informed me of the 
significance of this plant to Ukraine and 
Russia. It is found in Ukrainian folklore in 
songs, decorative art, Ukrainian embroidery, 
and poetry. In Ukraine it is known as Kalyna 
and traces its roots back to Slavic paganism. 
Its berries symbolise the home and native 
land, blood and family roots. It also represents 
the beauty of a young woman. Red beads 
symbolising the red berries are worn by 
Ukrainian women as part of their national 
dress. 

 
 
Guelder Rose is one of the national symbols 
of Russia and is depicted on national 
ornamental wood painting. In Russia Guelder 
Rose fruit is called Kalina and the name of the 
song Kalinka is derived from Kalina. I 
remember singing this song in primary school. 
Here is a picture of Guelder Rose taken from 
beside the River Culm at Columbjohn by Mike. 
Notice a wasp is also in the shot.  
 
                                                     Jenny Garne. 

01392 860875  
          jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Buckingham Palace Garden 
Party 1997 
 
We arrived at Victoria Station at above 2pm on 
Thursday 17th July.  I was one of the many 
ladies clutching a bag containing a hat and we 
were all making our way to the “Ladies” which 
soon became a hat shop!  The weather was 
warm but cloudy, and showers had been 
forecast, so large umbrellas were also in 
evidence.  They soon went up as we queued 
outside Buckingham Palace, luckily it was only 
a light drizzle.  Your representative from 
Thorverton was wearing a large navy hat with 
a turquoise silk jacket and a navy and 
turquoise dress - her escort wore a suit of slate 
blue with a blue shirt and crimson tie. 
 
As we stood outside the Palace it was like 
watching a fashion show! Every colour and 
material represented in hats and dresses and 
the gentlemen were looking so smart in either 
suits, morning dress or uniforms.  There were 
many people from overseas in their 
appropriate costume, many had golden 
threads woven into the materials. 
 
At 3pm, the queues started to move and we 
noticed that the first lady in was still holding a 
M&S plastic bag!  We were soon inside the  
gates walking towards the Gurkhas who were 
on duty outside their sentry boxes, they hardly 
moved their eyes as so many people just 
missed stepping on their boots.  We walked 
through the first passage where the Venture 
Scouts took our tickets and then scrunched 
our way onto the Quadrangle of red grit (not a 
grey one to be seen) gazing up at all the 
windows wondering if the Queen was putting 
on her hat yet or whether she still had her feet 
up! Up the carpeted stairs we went into one of 
the passages through the Palace that led onto 
the terrace and the gardens beyond.  As we 
passed through, we noticed many china dinner 
services displayed in floor to ceiling glass 
cabinets, most likely gifts from afar - and then 
we saw the long green and white marquees 
set up in the gardens.  There were also tents 
for the two bandstands and the ladies and 
gents toilets all in the same colours, green and 
white - none of the port-a-loos here!  We 
walked slowly past the marquees, down to the 

lake, turning around occasionally to look at the 
Palace behind us.  Then we turned and 
watched everyone parading past in their finery 
with the bands playing. 
 
As it had started to drizzle again, we thought 
we would join the bun fight in the tea tent, and 
luckily found a queue that was not too long and 
was under cover.  We counted 34 silver tea 
urns (the Royal Tent had golden urns) all with 
huge flower arrangements in front of them.  
We decided to have iced coffee rather than tea 
to drink, and helped ourselves to an 
assortment of salmon profiteroles, small 
sandwiches, french fruit tarts, lemon cake, 
swiss rolls, shortcake, fruit cake and a dark 
chocolate gateaux with super thick icing on! 
There certainly was a crush in the marquee 
while it was wet outside, and then it was the 
problem of balancing the cup or glass and 
eating everything without dropping the 
umbrella.  We went back later for another cup 
of tea and some ice cream. 
 
After our tea, the rain stopped and we made 
out way around the lake, looking back at all the 
people, about eight thousand in all, gathered 
on the lawns in front of the Palace.  We 
continued around the gardens until about 4pm 
when the National Anthem was played, and 
Her Majesty and Prince Philip came out onto 
the Terrace.  Then some Beefeaters in full 
costume lined up at the steps and all the 
people who were about to be presented were 
requested to form two avenues, one for the 
Queen and one for Prince Philip to walk down. 
At this moment I wished I had on some thick 
platform shoes that would make me 6ins taller 
in an instant.  When eventually I had a good 
view, the umbrellas went up again, so we gave 
up and went to have another cup of tea. I did 
see the Queen’s outfit, a sky-blue hat sporting 
white and blue feathers and a white coat.  She 
looked very happy and relaxed as she held a 
see-through umbrella overhead, chatting to 
various people.  
 
As the sun came out again, we joined 
everyone and managed to get some good 
views of both the Queen and Prince Philip.  
Then we had another walk around the superb 
flower beds and the smaller lake.  We both 
decided that we must visit the loos inspite of 
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long queues at the “Ladies”. Everything was 
plumbed in with china wash hand basins and 
loos, not a plastic seat in sight! A wooden 
dressing table and chair, long mirror on a stand 
and a chilled water fountain were provided and 
I learned later that his was so in the “Gents” 
too.  Staff were on duty here, as was someone 
outside - one girl was complaining that her legs 
were aching. 
 
As we made our way back, the National 
Anthem played again to announce the 
departure of the Queen, and as some of the 
chairs were now vacant, we decided to take a 
seat and be one of last to leave.  We chatted 
to the youngsters who had been doing the 
catering, a very busy day for them and they still 
had to clear up.  Their firm had managed to 
secure the catering for all five Garden Parties 
on this summer.  They all looked very smart in 
their black and white uniforms and when it 
rained they wore clear plastic capes. 
 

As the chairs were folded up behind us, we 
made our way up to the Terrace and through 
the main doors into another part of the Palace.  
We were able to take longer passing through 
this time so we could see all the interior decor 
and the paintings.  Outside the Palace, people 
were looking through the gates at us coming 
out.  We stood for a while beside Victoria 
statue watching rush hour traffic up the Mall 
and reflecting on a wonderful afternoons 
experience. As we made our way back to 
Victoria underground station, we passed the 
side entrance of the Palace where the catering 
staff were queueing to collect their pay, and 
noticed most were holding aloft large bunches 
of flowers from the tea tents as going home 
gifts! 
 

Elspeth Holmes   
 
 

 

 
Our Farm 
Ratcliffe Farm, September   

 
Well, the month has just flown by, the early days were spent sorting through sheep. The lambs were 
divided into two flocks the heaviest  150, 38kg and over,  were put in one group and now have good 
grass in front of them and are getting some trough food. The remainder 160 were shorn and just put 
in grass,  60 ewe lambs were also shorn. Only one shearer came, and Brent and Etienne helped all 
day keeping the pens full and picking up wool. Some well-earned pocket-money for them. The lambs 
were all wormed and 150 were sold privately to a dairy farmer in Somerset; who will use them to 
graze his farm through the winter whilst his cows are housed.  We just have about 50 fat lambs left 
and 10 or so scraggy things which will take months to put any weight on. 
 
The grass has greened up and all the ewes are now getting good grass and putting some condition 
on ready to go to the ram. Michael and Reg went to Blackmoor Gate on Exmoor and bought 38 
Exmoor mules, these were all 2 years old, Michael also went to Exeter market and bought 20 
Exmoor mule ewe lambs, that had come off Dartmoor.  This breed of sheep suits our system well, 
and it ensures someone is keeping Exmoor Horns; an ancient indigenous breed of Exmoor that can 
survive anything the winter throws at them. It is a breed that is on the “at risk” list, but these hill 
farmers cross the ewe with a Blue-faced Leicester and it make this excellent ewe. ( an Exmoor mule) 
She’s  hardy, a good mother, and will look after two lambs well just off grass. We put a Texel ram on 
her which gives us a lovely fat lamb. 
 
 We plan to dip all the sheep again this month just to make sure these bought-in sheep aren’t 
carrying any external parasites. We loaded all the wool and took it to the wool-board depot at South 
Molton to be graded, they then sell it for us. We took a trailer load of “stuff” to a collective auction at 
Cheriton Bishop, we have to clear out the shippon that had its roof badly damaged in the February 
winds. Michael said the prices were less than he’d hoped, .... but it’s all gone now!    It was a beautiful 
September day for the ploughing match, and many people walked up from the village to support it.  
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Reg is hedge-trimming now, it’s best to go around all the fields before they’re ploughed. It’s a big 
machine to put on the tractor and takes a couple of hours to hitch up and get all the guards on. Once 
he’s finished all the field hedges, he’ll take it off the tractor and put the plough on. He will put it on 
again when we’ve done all the autumn tilling, to do the road hedges. We only have two big tractors, 
so they do most of the work; we also have two little yard tractors, which are both older than Reg, 
and one tele-handler.  I know I’m tempting providence, but we still desperately need rain. 
                                 Tina Ayre 
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SHAKESPEARE FOR STUDENTS 
 

 

   

 

Henry V 

Henry V tells of Prince Hal as King of England. 
The King is presented as the most heroic of 
monarchs, with a nature as simple and stirring 
as a trumpet call. He was played to perfection 
by Laurence Olivier in his fine film of the play. 
 

It opens in London, where the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Bishop of Ely are 
discussing a bill which has been presented in 
Parliament. The bill would strip the church of 
most of its wealth, and both men hope the new 
King will resist it, for he has shown himself to 
be a devout monarch and deeply interested in 
the church’s welfare. In return, the churchmen 
are prepared to give Henry a huge sum of 
money for his military preparations if he 
decides to invade France, with full backing for 
his claim to the French crown. 
 

Henry is not sure he has a right to the French 
crown and refuses to start a war unless he is 
certain of his position. The Archbishop gives 
him a long and learned lecture as to why his 
claim is legitimate, and also urges the glory to 
be gained. Henry still hesitates, for it is 
possible that the Scots will invade England 
while he is gone. The Archbishop is convinced 
the government will continue safely in his 
absence and gives him a reassuring picture of 
the orderliness of a well-run country like 
England.It is like a community of bees with 
each one doing his special work, from the ones 
that act as porters bringing in the honey, to the 
“singing masons building roofs of gold.”  
 

The King is reassured and decides he will 
invade France and give audience to the 
ambassador from the French prince, the 
Dauphin. The Dauphin has sent him a highly 
insulting gift; instead of the valuable jewels 
that usually pass between princes, he has sent 

him a box of tennis balls, in reference to the 
King’s reputation as a light reveller when he 
was Prince Hal. The King is furious and 
promises to avenge such mockery.   
 

All England is seized by the excitement of the 
military expedition to France.  “Now all the 
youth of England are on fire.” Then Pistol and 
his friends learn that Falstaff is very ill. 
Mistress Quickly goes to nurse him, convinced 
that he is dying of sorrow and has never 
recovered from King Henry’s rejection of him.  
“The king has killed his heart.”  The fat old 
knight will never be able to go on the 
expedition to France, but his trio of old friends 
plans to accompany the army and make as 
much money out of it as they can.  
 

Pistol and the rest of Falstaff’s friends are 
shocked to learn that he is dead. One of them 
suggests that Falstaff may have gone to hell, 
but Mistress Quickly knows better. She 
describes his death in prose that is as 
remarkable in its way as the greatest of 
Shakespeare’s poetry, and Falstaff could 
never have a better epitaph. “Nay, sure, he’s 
not in hell; he is in Arthur’s bosom, if ever man 
went to Arthur’s bosom. A’ made a finer end 
and went away an’ it had been any Christom 
child; a’ parted even just between twelve and 
one, even at the turning o’ the tide: for after I 
saw him fumble with the sheets and play with 
flowers and smile upon his fingers’ ends, I 
knew there was but one way; for his nose was 
as sharp as a pen, and a’ babbled of green 
fields. ‘How now, Sir John!’ quoth I: ‘What, 
man! Be of good cheer!’ So a’ cried out, ‘God, 
God, God!’ three or four times: now I, to 
comfort him, bid him a’ should not think of God, 
I hoped there was no need to trouble himself 
with any such thoughts yet.  So a’ bade me lay 
more clothes on his feet: I put my hand into the 
bed and felt them, and they were as cold as 
any stone; then I felt to his knees, and so 
upward and upward, and all was as cold as 
any stone.”  
 

So Falstaff fittingly dies in immortal prose. He 
could never have remained in the play, for it is 
dominated by a conception of military glory 
that would only have made him laugh, and he 
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and the new King had nothing more to say to 
each other. 
 

King Henry sets sail for France, the silk and 
banners streaming from his ships as they 
converge on the French port of Harfleur. The 
English King leads his men in an attack on the 
walls of the city, and when they are thrown 
back it is his shout that rallies them:  
 

“Once more unto the breach, dear friends, 
once more;  
Or close the wall up with our English dead!” 
 
The English manage to capture Harfleur and 
the noblemen of France press the French king 
to let them march against the invaders. The 
daughter of the King of France goes so far as 
to take English lessons. The French king 
finally consents and sends his own son and 
the flower of his French army against the 
English, who have become ‘sick and famished’ 
in their long winter marches and are in no 
shape for fighting. King Henry is determined to 
prevent looting or any cruelty to the French 
peasants and when one of Pistol’s friends robs 
a French church, he is hanged. The French 
Herald arrives with a challenge and Henry 
admits that his army is too ‘weak and sickly’ to 
meet it. Nevertheless, they will fight. 
 
Henry’s brother expresses openly what is in 
the thoughts of all: “I hope they will not come 
upon us now.” But Henry will not permit that 
kind of despair. “We are in God’s hand, 
brother, not in theirs.” 
 
The two opposing armies wait for the dawn. 
On the French side are 60,000 fighting men, 
and all night long the excited noblemen talk of 
their horses and wait impatiently for the dawn. 
On the English side there are only 12,000 
men, worn out with sickness and as thin as 
ghosts. They sit by the campfire waiting 
patiently for the coming battle, and King Henry 
spends the night among them. He has 
borrowed one of his officer’s cloaks and the 
men do not know him. Three ordinary soldiers 
are afraid of what will happen, and they are 
sure that the King is afraid too. The disguised 
King tries to rouse the men to a sense of 
valour. He knows the odds – five Frenchmen 
against each Englishman – and when he is 

alone, he prays that his men will forget the 
odds against them:  
 

“O God of battles, steel my soldiers’ hearts; 
Possess them not with fear, take from them 
now The sense of reckoning ....” 
 
Daylight comes, and the French cavalry rides 
forth in a massed glory of banners and 
glittering armour to destroy the waiting 
English. The English know that they face 
‘fearful odds’, and one of them wishes they 
had more men. King Henry hears him and 
orders any soldier who wishes to leave to do 
so, and in a magnificent speech he rallies his 
men:  
 

“This day is called the feast of Crispian:  
He that outlives this day, and comes safe 
home,  
Will stand a tip- toe when this day is named, 
And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  
Old men forget: yet all shall be forgot, 
But he’ll remember with advantages 
What feats he did that day ....” 
 
King Henry then names the men who will fight 
on St. Crispin’s Day, those who will carry their 
country’s banner even when they are 
desperately outnumbered: 

 

“We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; 
For he today that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother...” 

 
Winston Churchill was memorably to describe 
the outnumbered Battle of Britain pilots who 
saved our country as ‘the few.’ 
 
The great battle of Agincourt is now joined. 
The English bowmen rout the French cavalry 
and a French Herald returns humbly to ask 
permission to take the dead bodies from the 
field.  
 
Henry,surrounded by his rejoicing army, grants 
the request. He goes to the French court to 
discuss peace. One of the provisions is that 
the King shall marry Princess Katharine of 
France, and they are tactfully left together.  
 
The Princess knows very little English, and the 
two enact a charming scene - the gentle coy 
lady who pretends not to understand anything 
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he is saying and the lively blunt Englishman 
who cannot woo in silken phrases. “I know no 
way to mince it in love but directly to say ‘I love 
you’ ... and so clap hands and a bargain.” 
 
Peace is declared between England and 
France, and Henry is made the heir to the 
French throne. There is hope that the two 
countries may be united and the long wars 
between them cease. But Henry dies young, 
leaving a baby to inherit the crown, and the 
next reign sees not only the loss of France but 
the scourge of war descending upon England 
itself. 

Andrew Hoellering 
 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY 
Essential and hard but inevitable 

 
Grieving is multifaceted and complicated. It is 
very personal. The strength and value of our 
close relationships are ultimately only known 
to each of us internally.  Sadly, the importance 
of these are often only truly realised once 
someone is no longer with us. As humans we 
do not naturally dwell on our evident mortality; 
spending excessive time pondering our finite 
future is a symptom of low mood.  However, 
reflection on what will happen when you or 
someone close to you does die is a healthy 
activity. Planning for death through making a 
Will, organising a Lasting Power of Attorney, 
discussing inheritance with families, specifying 
the details of your own funeral are all normal 

things to do.  Many of these are prompted by 
the death of somebody else.    
 
September was a month of grieving and a lot 
of this was uncharacteristically public.  Due to 
the circumstances this was grieving at scale 
and on TV; in this case, in my opinion, both 
very important.  As a result, there was a lot for 
us to both experience and learn from to help 
each of us through our own inevitable periods 
of grieving ahead. 
 
The presence and support of family was very 
evident. None of us will ever have the forensic 
media analysis the Royal Family lives under, 
but we will all experience some degree of 
family rift at some point in our lives. Even if 
small and temporary these will make us feel 
uncomfortable.  If long and severe they will 
often be the underlying source of other 
physical or mental health problems.  If they are 
on-going, or occur coincidentally, at a time of 
loss then they can become amplified to much 
greater than their actual underlying 
significance.  As we have seen the initial 
grieving period is an ideal time to try repair 
these relationships and appropriately bury any 
hatchets. 
 
How long should you grieve for? There is no 
correct answer to this question. Grieving is 
studied and taught as a subject at medical 
school. It is a normal process of variable length 
but you can get stuck. If you think this might be 
the case please come and talk with one of us 
at the surgery.  We have a variety of different 
services we can direct you to: Laura our Social 
Prescriber is trained in grief counselling, Bryn 
our new Mental Health Practitioner is a new 
resource. There are also excellent nationally 
run telephone helplines: Marie Curie Charity 
(0800 090 2309) and Cruse Bereavement 
counselling (0808 808 1677).   
 
Grief is hard work but is an essential process; 
you cannot avoid it. It is too simplistic to think 
that you can pass through it.  Grief will always 
remain, however, with sharing and support 
from others life will build again around it. 
 
 

Anthony O’Brien 
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PUZZLES  
The answer to September’s Student Problem 
was that Claude Deneuve listens 
simultaneously to Bach’s “B Minor Mass” and 
Adele. I can give you the full sequence of steps 
to arrive at this answer if you would like to see 
them. I am leaving the dot puzzle for you to 
have another go this month because I would 
love to see some answers – please don’t be 
shy. 
 
a) Dots 
 
Can you connect these 9 dots by drawing four 
continuous straight lines? 

 

● 
 

● ● 

● 
 
 

● ● 

● 
 

● ● 

b) Su Doku 
 
Each horizontal and vertical line and each 3x3 
square must contain each of the numbers from 
one to nine:  
 

8 2   7  1   

 6    5 7  8 

9     8   5 

 4    1    

  2    6   

   6    4  

3   7     2 

1  4 5    8  

  6  4   3 7 
 
 
 
 
 

c) Futoshiki 
 
Fill in the blank boxes so that each row and 
column contains the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
The symbols tell you whether the number is 
larger (>) or smaller (<) than the number in the 
box next to it. 
 
   > 

     

        <
 

  3 > 
     

      <
 

  

   > 
   > 

 

    <
 

    

4       <  

         

 < 
       

 
 
 
d) Number Square 
 
All of the digits from 1-9 are used in this grid, 
but only once each. Place the numbers in the 
grid so that each of the different sums (from 
left to right and from top to bottom) works. 
 

 x  +  =43 

x  -  -  

 +  x  =26 

+  x  +  

3 +  x 1 = 9 

=  =  =  
66  6  7  

 
 

Neville Lane 
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 
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THORVERTON PARISH INFORMATION 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
       Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Church (C of E)              Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager. Contact Netherexe  
                                         Parishes Administration, email: administration@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  
Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)             edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust    Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 
      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
                                                          By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk               Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
    Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 
    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw, 
    Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                          Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                          Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
Thorverton Millennium      

Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.
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THORVERTON ORGANISATIONS 
 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
   Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  
   details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
   Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
Bridge Club            Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 
            New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
                                    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                     Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 
 

Saturday Market    2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
                                     See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 
TMH  Committee   Chair: Russ Clarke 

Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 
Toddler Group           Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
     Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
      healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 2.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
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DOCTORS’ SURGERIES 
 

  
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 
Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 

  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  
 

We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  
She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 
Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 

 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 
 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  
 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 
 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  
  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   
 Dunn 
  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   
  Nichols, Griffiths,  
 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  
 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  
 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  
 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 
 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our 
online repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
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                        Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 
(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 
Emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:30 – 17:30 

 
Please note:  
Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-
Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our 
website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 
Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask.
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WASTE COLLECTION DATES 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated 
otherwise.  
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylo
okup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority 
of the village, but outlying parts may have 
different collection days) 
 
General refuse, recycling boxes & food caddy  
Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
     

 
From October the general waste will be 
collected on a 3-weekly basis, but the 
recycling boxes and garden waste 
continues every alternate 2 weeks and the 
food caddies every week. 
 
 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   
Every 4 weeks on Thursdays :  Sept. 15th / Oct. 
13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 

Union Flag-Flying Days in Oct 
None 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on 
road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches 
No.678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section 
served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 
675) 10.09 from Broadlands and The Berry, 
10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to 
arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) 
at 10.48. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from 
Broadlands and The Berry.   Scheduled to 
arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 10.48. 
Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) 
service 55B:  

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank 
Holidays): 
 
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 
13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (these last two on 
Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 
155 service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45. 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 
station) from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands: 
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17. 
 
To Thorverton from Exeter bus station (via St 
David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 
11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 16.45 (both these Sats 
only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service 
& does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much 
every half-hour in each direction along the 
Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the Ruffwell 
(Thorverton turn). Please consult Stagecoach 
55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except 
Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days) 
 

Stagecoach service 55A:  
To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 
14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 
To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 
13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions 
for regular commuters, shoppers, children, 
students and jobseekers as well as one-day 
unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details 
from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 
664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or 
www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available 
at the Post Office 
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“The Final Farewell”  
A Village Tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

On Monday the 19th of September at 10am at the Jubilee green, the Thorverton branch of the Royal 

British Legion organized a Village Tribute to the late Queen Elizabeth II. The Union flag had been flying 

half-mast on the green since her death on Thursday the 8th of Sept. until 8am the following day of her 

funeral, and then flown full mast until Monday the 26th 

James Meredith the bugler started the proceedings followed by Matt Cox conveying our Condolences 

to the Royal Family, then a short reading about the Queen was read by Rhys Roberts. This was followed 

by the Last Post, a two-minute silence and then Reveille during which time the RBL standard carried 

by Alex Fice and the Union flag by Paul Backhouse were both lowered and raised. Lewis Jones then 

attached a poppy wreath with a centre picture of the late Queen to the flagpole. 

A final farewell to the Queen and God bless her were spoken by Rhys and then Matt welcomed the 

new King Charles III to the Throne, the National Anthem was then sung followed by a rousing hand 

clap. Rhys finished the proceedings with a few well-spoken words, also in attendance was Lucy Wells 

of the Air Cadets.  

Thank you to everyone who came along to support “The Finale Farewell” to a great Monarch. 

  

    
 

An amendment to the total money raised from the recent RBL cream teas an extra £100 of donations 

were donated so the grand total is £1,125. 

 

After last year’s very successful quiz nights we have organized two more for this year, the Thorverton 

Arms on Wednesday 2ed November and the following Wednesday on the 9th at the Exeter Inn, both 

start at 7.30pm with a raffle on both nights, why not book up to guarantee your table. £2 per player, 

maximum of six per team. Money raised will be for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and the 

Branch/Community funds. 

 

On Armistice Day Friday the 11th of November at 11 o’clock a two-minute silence will be observed at 

the War Memorial and later at 2 o’clock the Thorverton Primary school will lay wreaths and observe 

their two-minute silence. Remembrance Sunday is on the 13th of Nov.  

The church service will start at 10am followed by the roll of honour and the national 2-minute silence 

at 11am outside at the War Memorial. 

 

The Thorverton branch A.G.M is on Tuesday 18th October 7.30pm at the Exeter Inn. 

For the Legion to maintain an active village branch we need people just like you to join, you do not 

have to have served in the Armed Forces to be a member. If you would like to join the Thorverton 

branch, please contact a member or you can join on-line. 

 A. Fice Thorverton RBL. Tel. 861136 - srbf@hotmail.co.uk 


