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Welcome to Autumn,  
when the countryside around us starts to 
glow with a range of colours, the wind picks 
up, the daylight hours diminish and the 
November issue of Focus arrives.  
 

This month’s copy is packed full of interesting 
village news, updates and articles from 
various groups and individuals across the 
village. There is an amazing amount going on 
in the village and the locality and we are 
spoilt for choice. There really is an event for 
everyone between now and the end of the 
year!   
 

We have included a village quiz, some 
inspiring poetry and a special article featured 
in the centre pages prepared by Annette 
Mawes (who is a nonagenarian!) showing us 
some of the beautifully coloured and shaped 
trees to be found in Africa, where she lived 
for many years. Thank-you to Annette for 
your excellent contribution (and, of course, 
Fiona her sub editor). 
 

Whilst you are thumbing through Focus 
before leaving it on the coffee table to gather 
dust, do check out the various 
advertisements that so many of our local 
businesses have put into the magazine as, 
without them, Focus would not be able to 
survive. Food for thought! 
 

Russ Clarke 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 2022 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or  
changes. Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  
Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 
 

MON 7TH  WELCOME CAFÉ IN WI HUT EVERY MONDAY 2.30PM 

THURS 10TH  THORVERTON LADIES GROUP AT MOSS BANK. 7.30PM 

FRI 11TH ARMISTICE DAY SERVICE FOR REMEMBERANCE 10.00AM 

FRI 11TH REDLAND BINGO AT SANDFORD CRICKET CLUB OPEN FROM 6.30PM 

SAT 12TH BIG BREAKFAST & CRAFT FAIR AT TMH  9.00AM-2.00PM 

SUN 13TH  REMEMBERANCE SERVICE AT THORVERTON CHURCH  10.00AM 

TUES 15TH  THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AT TMH 7.00-9.00PM 

FRI 18TH  FILM NIGHT AT TMH – DOWNTON ABBEY  7.30PM 

TUES 22ND TMH TRUSTEES MEETING 7.00-9.30PM 

TUES 22ND CARER’S SUPPORT GROUP AT EXE VALLEY FARM SHOP 12.30PM 

SUN 20TH  LEGO BUILDING TOGETHER 4.00-6.00PM NEWTON ST CYRES CHURCH 

FRI 25TH  SILVERTON HUNT BINGO NIGHT AT TMH 7.00-9.00PM 

SAT 26TH UPTON PYNE  GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 7-7.30PM 

SUN 27TH  VILLAGE WINDOW ADVENT CALENDAR BEGINS  

           
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Thorverton Parish Council Update 
  
It’s been three months since I wrote an update article for Focus; the PC didn’t have a full meeting in 
August and the September meeting was postponed for two weeks following the death of HM Queen 
Elizabeth, so I missed the deadline for that edition.  There is therefore quite a lot to get through here! 
  
In August the PC set up a small group to look into Affordable Housing for Thorverton; it consists of 
Bry Uglow and Jan Wills from the Council along with the PC Clerk, Jim Roberts, and myself.  We have 
also been very fortunate in recruiting Andrew Wiles who moved into the village a few years ago.  Andrew 
Wiles played a key part in the successful Affordable Housing project in Upton Pyne, so brings a wealth of 
local experience to our team.  
  
This is going to be a long project, but I am very pleased to tell you we have made a good start.  The first 
bridge we needed to cross was to complete a ‘Housing Needs Survey’ and MDDC agreed to finance this 
at a recent meeting.  We are in the process of preparing the final survey and expect this to be completed 
in a few weeks.  Every household in the village will be sent a copy and asked to complete this, but, with 
Christmas looming we felt it best not to deliver this in December but wait until January for the process to 
start. At that time we will also hold an Open Meeting in the Village Hall as many may want to discuss this 
important issue before completing their survey.  More details will follow later. 
  
As part of this project we have been talking to other PC’s that have similar schemes to seek their 
guidance; the main messages we received were that great patience will be required as the process will 
take years, along with the need to keep parishioners informed of the progress we make.  I will keep you 
posted through these Focus updates, but if you have any queries then the first contact should be the 
Clerk.  His contact details are shown below. 
  
As you may remember we held a meeting in the Village Hall in July to look at how we can make best use 
of the Open Spaces in the village and how to use some of the available grants for this.  The first project 
we are tackling is improving the Barliabins area and there is a separate article for you to read on 
this.  Six volunteers from the village have joined the PC members on this group, but more are always 
welcome.  The most enthusiastically greeted suggestion on the night was from the very youngest person 
there, who would like a Pump Track for the teenagers in the village.  If, like me, you had no idea what a 
Pump Track is I can now tell you that it’s a short BMX-style track.  We’re going to look into this but are 
conscious that it will require a slice of land.    
  
We had an enquiry from a resident recently regarding parking in Bullen St.  During the harvest the 
largest combines struggled to get past the parked cars at the Quarry Car Park end of the street.  What 
do you, the parishioners, think of the idea of removing the last parking space to make the gap a little 
wider at that point?  Let us have your thoughts, again via the PC Clerk.  The final say is with DCC 
Highways, but we can put any recommendations to them. 
  
Elsewhere in Focus this month you will find details of the annual PC survey, so please find time to look 
at this and have your say.  One of the recurring comments last year was the lack of info coming from the 
PC and we have really tried to improve on this aspect. As well as this regular update in Focus we now 
have our own Facebook page.   Six months ago we produced the ‘Here to Help’ leaflet; amongst many 
things you can use this to see who is responsible for repairing pot holes, who looks after the Rec 
Ground, how to apply for a grant as well as the contact details of all the Councillors.  As this Focus 
update shows we are also now tackling bigger issues such as Affordable Housing and use of our Public 
Open Spaces.  Use the survey to comment on how well you think the PC is doing in serving the 
community.  
  
For all queries concerning the Parish Council please contact Jim Roberts, Thorverton PC Clerk 01392 
202692  or thorvertonpc@gmail.com 
  
  
A N D R E W   F O S T E R 
Thorverton Parish Council 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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BARLIABINS – UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
  
Those of you who came to the Open Meeting to discuss Open Space in July will have heard the Parish 
Council’s plans for Barliabins.  We are writing now to update you on what we need to do next. 
  
For those who couldn’t attend that meeting, Barliabins is the piece of land above the Quarry car park 
alongside the path that connects Dark Lane to Lynch Road.   The Parish Council aims to enable the 
land, which has wonderful views over the surrounding hills and fields, to be a place for peace and 
tranquility and quiet reflection. This ambition was endorsed at the Open Meeting, and a number of 
residents volunteered to join the Working Group that will make it happen.   
  
The Working Group will work on detailed plans for the future of Barliabins in the Spring, which are likely 
to include planting for wildlife, perhaps some places to sit, and measures to make the area more 
accessible.  The Parish Handyman, Ben Fitch, will also lay the boundary hedge. If you would like to join 
the Working Group to help shape the proposals you would be very welcome.   
  
To start the process the Parish Council has taken extensive advice from a number of tree experts about 
the condition of the trees at Barliabins, which include several tall larch trees, and an ash.   Some of that 
advice suggests there are signs of ash die-back, but it is not absolutely certain, and as the tree is so 
beautiful the Parish Council has resolved to monitor the health of the ash tree for at least a full year in 
the hope that it can be retained and thrive. 
  
Unfortunately the advice in relation to the larch trees is more negative, and difficult to ignore.  There is 
clear evidence that some of them have Phytophthora ramorum (larch blight) which will spread to all the 
larches relatively quickly and kill them.  As they are so tall they could become dangerous quite soon, and 
so the recommendation is to fell them all. 

It is always sad when trees have to be lost. The Parish Council has explored every option to see if it 
could be avoided but has now resolved to accept the expert advice and fell the larch trees at Barliabins, 
probably early in the new year.  We want Thorverton residents to be aware of this and understand the 
reasons, and ideally to join in the work to replace the habitat that will inevitably be lost with the larches. 
  
The Parish Council will discuss this at its next meeting on 15 November, so if you have any comments or 
questions please do send an email to the Parish Clerk on thorvertonpc@gmail.com or come along to the 
meeting, or contact any Parish Councillor  http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk  
  
  

 
  

 

LUCY’S LARDER 
For those in the local community  

with difficulty accessing food and other items. 
 

As well as the usual boxes of food and other items in the church 
porch, request slips can also be used. Using these where there is a 

continuing need means a wider range could be provided that is 
more tailored to your needs. 

 

Pick up a slip from the porch, or from the Rev’d Tim Collins 

tel: 07449 111663. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Council Satisfaction Survey 

Help Us to Help You 

Thorverton Parish Council would again like to receive feedback from parishioners about how well they feel that 

the Council is serving the community.  Please complete the following short survey, either using this form or online 

(using a link on the Council’s website).  Analysis of the results helps the Council to see where it needs to improve 

and also to see how its impact is perceived. 

  

Knowing Us 

  Yes Maybe No 

1. Do you know the names of three or more parish councillors? 

 

   

2. Do you know what the parish council is responsible for? 

 

   

3. Do you know what any of the council’s priorities are? 

 

   

  

Approaching Us 

  Yes Maybe/OK No 

4. If you wanted to ask the parish council about something would 

you know who to approach? 

   

5. Have you had any contact with the parish council over the last 

year? 

   

6. If you did have contact with the parish council, were you happy 

that the matter was dealt with well? 

   

 

Assessing Us 

  Very 

good 

Good Acceptable Poor 

7. How would you describe the service that the parish council 

has provided over the past year? 

    

8. How would you describe the quality and quantity of 

information from the parish council? 

    

 

Is this the first time that you have taken part in this annual survey (of which this is the 4th such survey)? 

 Completed previously Not completed previously Not sure/Can’t remember 

9. 

 

   

 

Any comments? – Please use the space below (or continue on a separate page) to make any comments, in 

particular improvements that you would like to see from the Parish Council. 

 

Please return this form by 30 November 2022 either leaving it in the receptacle in the Post Office, or by sending it 

to our clerk, Jim Roberts, at 8 Little Silver, Exeter, EX4 4HU, or by email to thorvertonpc@gmail.com.  Feedback will 

be treated anonymously. 

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 

 

for SILVERTON LINK UP                  
charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham 
House Surgery patients to healthcare 

appointments. In a rural area where public 
transport can be difficult you would find it 
most rewarding providing a vital lifeline to 

vulnerable patients.                                      
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one 
journey a week or as little as one a month, 
whatever suits. You would use your own 
vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed.                  

Suitable for all age groups men or women. 
 

If interested and for further information 
please contact Link Up coordinator:-  

    Roger Higman, 07821718672    
        

roger.higman@icloud.com 
 

 

 
 

Welcome Café 
 

Every Monday 
 (except Bank Holidays) 

 

2.30pm in the WI Hut 
Thorverton 

 

Tea, coffee, cake and company. 
 

Everyone welcome 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
 

Next meeting will be hosted at Moss Bank, 
School Lane, by Mrs Beryl Grace at 7.30 
pm on Thursday 10th November. Come 
along if you want to help decide where we 
will go for our Christmas meal this year! For 
any enquiries regarding Ladies Group 
please contact Sue Batty on 01392 860140. 
 
 

mailto:roger.higman@icloud.com
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THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton  EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and banking services (inc. for business),               

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, online shopping returns, phone top-ups, gift cards, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings cards, local postcards, notelets, posting and packing 

materials, photocopying + lots more      

Christmas supplies including charity cards IN STOCK from early November  

TCT Shop 

                   Mon – Fri      9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

                                       Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

                                       Sun & BHs     9.00 – 10.30 

                           

Post Office 

                   Mon – Fri       9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

                                       Sat                9.00 – 12.00 

                                       Sun & BHs     Closed 
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THORVERTON CHURCH : MUSIC   ♫   ♫ 
 

The choir usually has weekly Thursday evening practices in the church from 7.45 – 9.00pm. 
You are always welcome to come to hear us or to join in. 

 
We also have instrumentalists accompanying some services, so do get in touch  

if you’d like to be part of the band. 
 

As many of you know, we always welcome extra singers to join the choir for our Christmas 
Carol Service/events so please contact me ASAP if you’d like to sing with us on Dec 21st. 

 
We’d also welcome some ideas for that service since as well as having Bible readings telling 
the Christmas story, we hope to include other prose and poetry related to Christmas and the 

festive season. 
 

The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere in this Focus edition, but those at Thorverton 
Church with the choir singing, are listed here: 

 
             Nov 6th     Book of Common Prayer Choral Communion service : 9.30am 

 
            Nov  13th    Remembrance Sunday service : 10.00am  

                      followed at c.10.50 by the Act of Remembrance by the War Memorial 
 

             Dec   4th     Communion service : 9.30am 
 

             Dec   21st   Christmas Celebration/Carol Service : 7.00pm (Wednesday) 
 
 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    Thorverton Parish Church 
heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk        01392 86041 

 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD  
supporting Thorverton Post Office                  

NOV  2022 

It’s good to see our PO and its shop used every day and as Christmas approaches, we hope you will use us 
even more. Not only will you be able to use the post office’s postal services, but our shop will have posting 

and packing materials as well as Christmas wrapping paper, labels, etc. plus lots of charity Christmas cards. 

We are very likely to be your nearest bank branch.  Do ask at the PO about which transactions and services 

are available for you. 

We have convenient FREE parking just outside. 

Our shop sells lots of useful things. Profits go towards helping to keep our post office running so please buy 

newspapers, magazines, greetings cards, stationery, posting and packing materials, use the photocopier and 

ask if you’d like us to get something special for you.  

As you know our post office staff and TCT volunteers work very hard and selflessly to keep the business up 

and running.       Thank you everyone for giving your time for the community.                                                                                 

If you’d like to be one of our helpers, then please get in touch or mention this when you next visit. 

Also, many local residents give £10 per person per annum as subscriptions to our community-run 

organisation TCT Ltd. This is vitally important for keeping the business (and thereby the post office here) up 

and running. We need more people of all ages to keep doing this please. 

Please come to us FIRST before shopping elsewhere.  

Heather Kershaw      Chair and Membership Secretary   TCT Ltd    01392 860419    

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk                        Thorverton  PO    01392 860455 

    

LUCY’S LARDER 
DONATIONS WELCOMED 

 

The Larder’s existence depends on the generosity of individuals 
and organisations which is much appreciated. 

 
Continuing donations of food/other items/money are always much 

needed as demand exceeds supply.  
Please pass to Sarah Acock though food/other  

items may be left in the boxes. 
 

Payments including regular donations may also be made through 
the Parish Church Treasurer using the following account details: 
PCC Thorverton   -   Sort Code: 30-93-14   -   A/c no: 00436138 

Ref: Lucy’s Larder 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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History Society

Investigating Prehistoric Landscapes in the Lower Exe Valley by Olaf Bayer                 
Archaeological Investigator for Historic England.   

 

On Friday 23 September we gathered in the WI Hut to hear a 
fascinating explanation of methodology and historic investigation 
into the lithic scatters of the Lower Exe Valley, which have helped 
us piece together what, when and where things were happening 
in this area of prehistory. 

Olaf had used a variety of sources.  Substantial recorded aerial 
reconnaissance in the Exe Valley, from the 1950s onwards, 
provided tantalising clues.  There is also a wealth of local, 

systematic and thorough field walking results, which provided mapped areas of numerous 
and durable flints from working waste and recognisable artefacts, and finally, recently 
produced paleo-environmental sequencing from the Mesolithic to the Bronze Age. Professor 
Thurston Shaw and John Uglow were significant in contributing to the data and collections 
used by Olaf for his Phd work, of which this presentation was a celebration! 
(olaf.bayer@historicengland.org.uk for further information) 

The evidence indicated the changing nature and the impact of our ancestors: from the 
appearance of mobile hunter gatherers after the last Ice Age and the microliths used for arrow 
heads, into the early Neolithic primitive farming communities, when broader arrow heads 
became more prevalent and functional tools and monuments began to appear (such as the 
causeway enclosure at Raddon).  As we near three thousand BCE, further evidence of chisel 
arrow heads appear as well as cursus and oblong ditches which were evidenced in our own 
village archaeological dig, and then yet another change in flint fashion, to more oblique 
arrowheads, thumbnail scrapers and then barbed arrow heads and the first knives as we 
reach the Bronze Age with the advent of new materials and more settled systems. 

Although we were told 97% of the resource material might be ‘rubbish’ (i.e.the working waste), 
these fragments from the knapping process can be mapped and still provide not only a 
chronological sense of the developing skill of the early stone workers, but also the geological 
of source for their materials. 

Of great interest to the audience were the applied examples which demonstrated how 
combining the elements of the present physical landscape, an appreciation of the dynamic 
River Exe flood plain, ordnance surveys and doctoral evidence, allowed us to appreciate the 
layers of history still evident to be interpreted by the archaeologist, as demonstrated in our 
local Nether Exe field system. Here we could suddenly see the remains of Romano-British 
and Bronze Age enclosures leaping out at us! 

Unfortunately, our acid soils preclude the possibility of organic evidence, but it just goes to 
show how the reading of these little fragments of rock remain an invaluable resource. 

A fascinating view into the trained eye! 

Our next talk in November will be ‘Thorverton Church - Fabric and Folk’ delivered by two of 
our own members.                                                                                                                         

K A Marshall

mailto:olaf.bayer@historicengland.org.uk
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NEW YOGA CLASS 
                                                                   

Might you be interested in joining a new 
yoga class on a Tuesday morning in 
Thorverton Memorial Hall? 

 

We need a minimum of 8 participants to 
make the session viable – we already  
have six who are inteested – just need  
two more! 
 

Janet Hockley is an experienced qualified 
instructor who runs classes in a number  
of Devon village halls. 
 

Charge -  £8 per one hour lesson 

Start time – flexible at this stage 

Beginners welcome 

 

If you think you might like to give this class a try please do contact me 

 

Penny Wiles 

07884 312627 
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CHURCH SERVICES & NEWS  
SERVICES & INFORMATION NOVEMBER 2022 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 
Sunday 6 November 3rd Sunday before Advent 
09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP]      Thorverton TC  
10:30 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 
11:15 am Café Church     Rewe Lay Led 
 
Friday 11 November Armistice Day 
10:50 am Armistice Day Service*     Rewe War Memorial, Green Lane, Rewe TC 

10:50 am Armistice Day Service*  Thorverton War Memorial, Thorverton Churchyard JH  
*Please note these are Open Air Services, please dress accordingly 

 
Sunday 13 November Remembrance Sunday 
10:00 am Remembrance Service with Royal British Legion Thorverton TC  
10:15 am  Remembrance Service                      Stoke Canon    Lay Led 
10:50 am Remembrance Service with Holy Communion  Upton Pyne   GC 

Joint with Brampford Speke Church 

10:50 am Remembrance Service     Newton St Cyres  Lay Led/LF 
10:50 am Remembrance Service     Rewe    Lay Led 
06:00 pm Remembrance & Remembering Service   Cadbury   TC 
 
Sunday 20 November Sunday before Advent 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke  TC 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury   JH 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Rewe    TC 
04:00 pm Lego Church      Newton St Cyres   TC 
05:00 pm Holy Communion by Extension    Stoke Canon   LF  
 
Wednesday 23 November 
07:00 pm Re-dedication of Bells     Cadbury   TC/Bishop 
Robert 

 
Sunday 27 November Advent 1 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
04:00 pm Evening Service     Upton Pyne   TC 
06:00 pm Mission Community Advent by Candlelight  Newton St Cyres   TC/JH/LF 
  with Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday 22 November 
09:00 am Chattertots      Thorverton   Lay Led 
 
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 
homepage. 
 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking   LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister]    
TL Revd Tony Lane   KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter  MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org  
    
Correspondence: The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, EX5 4AS. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:tim.collins@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:administration@netherexe.org
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PARISH LETTER 
Sacrifice and Remembering 

 

We have seen a great deal of our armed forces on 

display this year. With the late Queen’s Jubilee, and 

more recently following her death. We have seen the 

soldiers, sailors, and airmen parade in their number 

ones (their best uniforms) for both occasions. We 

are able to feel proud of our men and women who 

serve this country, but that is only one part of their 

duties. There is also a less beautiful side to their 

duties. They are here for the protection of the 

monarch and the nation. They serve all over the 

world and perform jobs most of us would not want 

to do, and do not want to know about either. They 

act as a visible sign of our ethos as a nation and their 

actions are seen as representing us all. There are 

times when their lives are under immense threat 

whilst protecting us and they do not swerve from 

that duty either. Unfortunately, some are killed, and 

we not only mourn their loss, but we call them 

heroes. The military have codes of honour and duty 

instilled in them from the start and order and 

discipline are vital to ensure they all work together 

with one accord. If one falls, they could all fall, and 

then we are all at risk. 

 

We only see the remarkable and the spectacular, 

which in times of war are horrific and brutal. It has 

not escaped the notice any of us, that Ukraine is 

under threat and its army is working hard to protect 

their people from the threats and incursions made 

by Russia. The battles are heard of, but the worst is 

not seen, only the results of actions and its effects on 

their nation as a whole. There is a lot of bravery in 

their actions as they fight against a much larger 

force. To defend one’s property, or in this case their 

country, the Ukrainians have a greater strength than 

the Russians. That strength comes from the love, 

pride and right to be able to live at peace within their 

own homes, just as we take for granted in our 

peaceful land. 

 

The nature of a fighting force, whether in times of 

war and aggression or during peacetime, is one of 

accepting that one is willing to die for the cause. To 

do this, they must believe the cause is worth that 

sacrifice. In the example of Ukraine, the Russian 

forces are realising that the war which their leaders 

have embarked upon is not worth that sacrifice and 

we hear some are demoralised and families back 

home are changing their minds about the whole 

thing. 

The sacrifice that each individual is willing to make 

for the benefit of the greater good, is noble and 

worthy of remembering, especially if they succumb 

to the ultimate fate. It is this act of remembering 

which the Church makes every week for the actions 

of Jesus. He willingly allowed the course of people’s 

actions to be followed through, in order for a greater 

good to come. He died, through the sins of everyone, 

to bring forgiveness to all those who wish to accept 

it, enabling us to live in freedom, from the sins we 

know we are culpable of throughout our lives, if we 

are truly sorry. 

 

Our national heroes are remembered each year for 

the sacrifice they made, so that we can live in 

freedom, from the sins of others, in our homes. This 

month is the time when we mark the remembrance 

of all our heroes. It serves as a reminder of, things 

which never should be, the great sacrifices made by 

those, and their families, who put us first. It is our 

gratitude which should ensure this is never 

forgotten. I am one who has never lived through a 

time of war on our own soil, but I have had relatives 

who have served this country with and without loss 

of life. I know I live in relative comfort because of the 

likes of them, and I remember those whose sacrifice 

has been made. It is hard to make that connection if 

you have no connection with the Armed Forces. If 

you are one of these people, may I suggest a look 

into your ancestors from 1914-1918 or 1939-1945. 

Once you find a connection, no matter how far 

removed from your present situation, you will feel 

very different. On a trip to Ypres and the Menin Gate, 

I went, with the knowledge of past members of my 

family who died there. I was so moved by the 

memorial where I found a name which matched 

mine, and I cannot conceive of anyone who is totally 

untouched by war at some time, whether through 

death or survival. Survival is not always the easiest of 

paths to walk either. Memories of war can haunt a 

person for life, and that is their sacrifice, and their 

families too. 

 

Should the Church condone war? I don’t believe it 

should. However, I believe protecting the weak and 

vulnerable is what we should stand up for, and many 

have died protecting them (us). 

 
Rev’d Julia Dallen
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     The Royal British Legion 

 
On Armistice Day Friday 11th, 11am the roll of Honour and the national 2-minute silence will be 

observed, later at 1400 with the Thorverton Primary school in attendance both the Roll of Honour 

& the 2-minute silence will again be observed and the laying of the school wreaths. Afterwards on 

both occasions enjoy a tea or coffee at the Thorverton Arms, sponsored by the Legion.  

 

A Service for Remembrance Sunday at Thorverton Church 13th November 10am.  

Followed outside at the War Memorial, at 11am by the roll of honour, the national 2-minute silence 

and the laying of 5 wreaths by the RBL, WI, Football Club, Cricket Club and the Parish Council. 

Afterwards light refreshments at the Thorverton Arms. 

A small remembrance garden will be just inside the main church entrance for your own individual 

wooden cross in memory of a lost loved one. Poppy’s may be bought at any of our local amenities 
as there will only be a limited door to door poppy collection. 

 

         
 

Quiz nights.  

We have organized two more quiz nights this year, the Thorverton Arms on Wednesday 2nd 

(Sponsored by Sam Fice, Energy Systems)November and the following Wednesday on the 9th  at the 

Exeter Inn, both start at 7.30pm £2 per player maximum of six per team with a raffle on both nights, 

why not book up to guarantee your table. Money raised will be for the Royal British Legion Poppy 

Appeal and the Branch/Community funds. A port toast will be provided at both establishments to 

celebrate the new king “Charles III”. 
 

For the Legion to maintain an active village branch we need people just like you to join, you do not 

have to have served in the Armed Forces to be a member. If you would like to join the Thorverton 

branch, please contact a member or you can easily join on-line. 

A Fice  Thorverton RBL. Tel. 861136 - srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
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Village Window Advent Calendar 

 

Residents of Bullen Street, The Bury and Silver Street (odd numbers up to 13) 

Would you like to have fun creating a scene in one of your street-facing windows for our Village 

Advent Calendar? And perhaps win the prize for the best window? 

The first one will appear on Advent Sunday, which is on 27th November this year. Then we hope we 

can plan for a new window to appear every day until Christmas Day; that’s 29 decorated windows! 

For everyone else who wants to spot the new window each day, there’ll be a vote for the best 
window, a Window Passport to be stamped and a small present for everyone with a completed 

passport at the last window to be revealed in the churchyard on Christmas Day. 

For further details, please be in touch with: 

Jean Brown: landline 01392 861176; mobile 07979 816033; jbrown326@btinternet.com or 

Allison Toogood: landline 01392 860314; mobile 07936 978779; toogood@waitrose.com 

from Thorverton Parish Church 
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LEGAL EAGLE 
 
In 2004, the post of chief executive officer was 

advertised at St Margaret’s Hospice, Taunton. The 
advertisement stated that a first degree was 

“essential” and an MBA “desirable”. In terms of 

experience, ten years of management experience, with 

three years in a senior position were specified as 

“essential”.  The Trust received an application from Jon 
Andrews who claimed to have obtained a first degree 

from Bristol University, an MBA from Edinburgh 

University and also claimed that he was in the process 

of completing a PhD at Plymouth University. In terms 

of his professional qualifications Mr Andrews claimed 

to have an advanced diploma in management 

accounting. 

Mr Andrews was one of two candidates to be 

interviewed for the job, he was offered the post at an 

initial salary of £75,000. 

In 2006 Mr Andrews told staff that he had obtained the 

PhD from Plymouth University and insisted that he 

should be referred to as Dr Jon Andrews. 

In 2007 he applied for, and was appointed to, the 

additional role of non-executive director 

(remunerated) at Torbay NHS Trust. In his application 

for the post, Mr Andrews used the same information as 

when applying for the St Margaret’s post but adding his 
recently obtained PhD. 

In 2015 he was additionally appointed as chairman of 

the Royal Cornwall NHS Trust, another remunerated 

post. In his application for the post, he again used the 

information previous used in connection with the St 

Margaret’s and Torbay posts. 

Sadly, none of the information which Andrews had 

provided regarding his academic qualifications and his 

experience were true. Matters came to light in 2015 

and his employment at St Margaret’s, Torbay and 
Cornwall were terminated. Andrews was prosecuted 

and pleaded guilty at the Crown Court in Exeter to two 

counts, one of deception and the other of fraud. Mr 

Andrews was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment. 
The question then arose whether it would be 

appropriate in the circumstances to make a 

compensation order under the provisions of the 

Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 and if so, in what sum. The 

Act provides by s6(5) that where a court decided that a 

convicted person had benefitted from criminal conduct  

 

 

it had to decide on a “recoverable amount” which the 
defendant had to pay by way of a confiscation order, 

provided that “it would not be disproportionate”. 

Section 7 of the Act provides that the “recoverable 
amount” was the lower of the defendant’s benefit from 
the conduct concerned or the “available amount”. 

Section 9 provides that the “available amount” was the 
aggregate of the free property then held by the 

defendant and the values of any tainted gifts. 

Recorder Meeke QC, decided that Mr Andrews had 

benefitted from his criminal conduct by his net 

earnings from his employment with St Margaret’s and 
his two NHS appointments, that sum being £643,602. 

However, the “available amount” i.e., the amount 
recoverable, was agreed to be £96,737.24 and a 

confiscation order was made in that sum. 

Mr Andrews appealed to the Court of Appeal and his 

appeal was successful. The Court reasoned that the 

order was disproportionate under s6(5), as Mr 

Andrews had given full value for the remuneration 

which he had received. 

The Crown appealed to the Supreme Court. The Court 

reasoned that if one were to focus solely on the 

defendant’s performance of the services, it would be 
hard to deny that St Margaret’s and the two trusts had 
received full value in exchange for the salary paid. On 

the other hand, both St Margaret’s and the two trusts 
had sought to employ or engage in a senior 

management position a person of honesty and 

integrity and the defendant would not have obtained 

the employment or office, if the truth about his 

qualifications had been known. 

The Court decided, in relation to the confiscation 

order, to adopt a middle way. The contrast between 

the salary of the defendant in his new job and the 

salary that he had been earning was 38 per cent. Taking 

a broad brush approach a proportionate confiscation 

order would be 38 per cent of £643,602, namely 

£244,569. That was the profit he had made from his CV 

fraud. It was therefore appropriate to confiscate the far 

lower recoverable amount of £96,737.24. The 

confiscation order made by Recorder Meeke QC, in the 

Exeter Crown Court would be restored. 

                                              Clive Hamblin 
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APPLE SEASON AT FAIR OAK 1928. 
 

It’s that time of year and the apple harvest is getting into full swing around the country and to a lesser extent 
here at Fair Oak.  We do not have many apple trees remaining in the 3.5 acres orchard but in the past, it was 
full of trees. 
  Judy’s Grandfather spent most of his time during October and November harvesting the apples and sending 
them far and wide by train to Whiteway’s cider producers in Whimple, to Wales and London.  He also 
provided cider to his Cousins Charlie Hawkins who farmed at Ashley Farm and George Curwood who farmed 
at Terley, Cadbury.  
We are lucky enough to have the original diary of Judy’s Grandfather, which starts in 1928, and have 
reproduced below the day by day record of his work during the harvesting season.  Interestingly, he only 
worked Monday to Saturday, so Sunday was his day of rest when he wrote up the diary.  Saturday afternoons 
were also his time for going into Exeter County Ground to watch Exeter rugby team (not called the Chiefs 
then). 
When Judy’s parents Jim and Ethel came back here to live in 1968 the orchard was still in full swing and they 
used to pick the apples and turn the garage into a shop and sell the apples from there.  Someone even came 
up from Cornwall each year for a couple of bags!  Sadly, time went on and gradually the trees either died 
from old age or were blown down and the desire for apples decreased. 
We are saddened that the orchard is only a shell of its former self but as you can see it was a full-time job for 
one man and at times back breaking having to pick them from the ground. 
We have planted a few apple trees amongst the ones remaining as a nod to the past and to keep us going in 
eaters, cookers and cider apples for making our own apple juice and cider (nothing on the sort of scale that 
Judy’s Grandfather did). 
Obviously, there were lots of rabbits about and trapping them was a big thing, and we can imagine a lot of 
rabbit stew was consumed, all helping in their self-sufficiency. 
 

OCTOBER. 1928 

Mon 1st – Thurs 4th.   Pick apples. 
Fri 5th.     Wet morning.  Plant out West Ellam cabbages.  
Sat 6th.    Pick apples & see Rugby.  Exeter 13 v Sidmouth 8. 
Mon 8th   All week pick apples and pick up apples. 
Weds 10th.    Let C Hawkins have hogshead of cider.  He paid £5.00. 
Mon 15th & Tues   Self pack and take 32 Bushels of apples to railway station.  
Weds 17th- Fri 19th.   Pick Golden Balls (cider apple) and pick up apples. 
Sat 20th.    Take back rabbit traps (caught 98) and see Rugby.   

        Exeter 13 v Taunton 14. 
Mon 22nd.    Let G Curwood have 60 galls of cider and pick up apples. 
Tues 23rd & Weds.  Pick up apples and set wires (rabbit traps) by cork tree. 
Thurs 25th.  Odd jobs & clear higher ditch in the orchard. Let C Hawkins have   

a hogshead  of cider. Take to Ashley. 
Fri 26th.    Take 10 rabbits to Mr & Mrs Rosser. 
Sat 27th.    Pick up Ponsfords (cooking apple). 
Mon 29th.    Pick up apples. 
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Tues 30th.    Pick up apples and help C Hawkins at Ashley. 
Weds 31st.    Fetch apple bags. 
 

NOVEMBER. 
Thurs 1st.   Help draw mangels (root crop for animals like swede) for C Hawkins at Ashley and do 

calf at Terley. 
Fri 2nd.    Bag up apples. 
Sat 3rd.    Tie up bags and see rugby.  Exeter3 v Wellington 10. 
Mon 5th.    Pick over apples. 
Tues 6th.    Take cider apples to railway station. 
Weds 7th & Thurs.   Set traps and wires.  Take Mr Gills his apples.  Hogshead of cider to C Hawkins, Ashley. 
Fri 9th.    Pack 2 boxes of Blenheims for London. 
Sat 10th.  Take apples to railway station collect Maize for home.  See rugby Exeter 4 v Blues 9. 
Mon 12th & Tues.   Plant currants and pick out weeds and trapping. 
Weds 14th & Thurs.   Clean hedgerow below pump and let C Hawkins have Hogshead cider. 
Fri 16th 7 Sat.    Rough gales.  Fetch empty containers and pack them. 
Mon 19th& Tues.   Self finish pack and take 48 bushels of apples to railway station. 
Weds 21st.    Trapping. 
Thurs 22nd.    Take apples to Mr Potter and go to Ashley for straw. 
Fri 23r& Sat.   Root apple tree and repair wire fence.  Hard wind today.  Trapping rabbits. 
Mon 26th.    Take up bean sticks. 
Tues 27th.    Go to Whiteways.  C Hawkins put his sheep here. 
 

Weds 28th.    Pack 2 barrels of apples for Mr Carpenter and take to railway station. 
 

Thurs 29th.    Fetch 48 bushels apples from orchard and put in strings. 
 

Fri 30th & Sat.    Pack apples and see rugby.  Exeter 2 tries v Bridgwater 1 try.  
 

FOOTNOTE. 
Hogshead is a large barrel for beer, Ale, Wine or Cider.   
Bushel is a measure of capacity. 
By the beginning of December 1928, the apple harvest is virtually over for the year.  It will  
continue in Autumn 1929 and successive years in the same way.  Now the harvest is over  
Grandad Way can continue with all of the other jobs around Fair Oak.  
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                                                    WI Report for 0ctober 2022 
 

At the October WI Meeting, we were joined by John Lowe who presented his talk entitled ‘The Boys.’  
Having retired from teaching, John enjoys being in wild country and often walks on Dartmoor.  One 
day he was following a Dartmoor Guide Book which referenced a granite stone on Hameldown Hill.  
He found this stone and when he rubbed the surface of it he was able to feel a plaque engraved with 
some initials.  He wanted to know why the granite stone was sited there and who the people whose 
initials were engraved there were.  John has a passion for history and was able to use his experience 
from a career in the RAF to research the final operations of these boys.  He explained that there were 
four crew in extremely cramped conditions on board the plane, he also reminded us that these boys 
were volunteers, not conscripts.  John’s talk took us through his in depth work in finding out who 
the boys were and details of their backgrounds. The WI Ladies were gripped with interest as John 
brought to life the sad story that lies behind the granite memorial that now honours the final resting 
place of the aircraft, a RAF Hampden Bomber, that crashed on the windswept slopes of Hameldown 
on 21st March 1942. 
 

Dates to Note: 
Tuesday, 1st November, 2.30pm – Games afternoon.  Bring a game of your choice!  Competition – A 
decorative pack of cards. 
Saturday, 26th November – WI Coffee Morning and Market, 10 o’clock to about 11 o’clock in the WI 
Hut. 
Monday, 5th December – Federation Carol Service at Exeter Cathedral, members only admission by 
ticket. 
All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut starting at 2.30pm.  New members are always 
welcome, visitors can also join meetings. 
 

Sometimes you might just need a bit of help  
to use your computer or mobile phone. 

 
Perhaps you need to order your prescriptions online  

or manage a supermarket shop! 
 

Joan at Wyndham House Surgery is able to help you: 
Shop online 

Manage prescriptions online 

Connect with friends and family 

Use your voice to make phone calls 

Anything else that helps you with  
your mobile phone, laptop or computer 

Just ask! 
If you or someone you know could use some help then call  

07958 190554 to leave a message and arrange a visit. 
This is a service supported by  

Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 
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NEWTON ST CYRES TENNIS CLUB  

 

The club held a very successful Finals Day in September with perfect weather, some 
great play and a delicious barbecue. Lots of members both old and new turned up 
to watch with family and friends and enjoyed a very sociable day. We were very 
sad to be saying goodbye to longstanding member Martyn Hopwood, who is 
emigrating to Australia with his wife to join their daughter and grandchildren.  
 

Martyn was responsible for getting grant funding forvarious projects including the extension of the 
clubhouse. He worked very hard on the building and decorating and was a courteous and 
gentlemanly player who will be greatly missed. 
 

          
                                 Mens finalists                              Finals Day 

 

In other news our Autumn challenge is progressing well, bringing together both day time and 
evening and weekend players. We have teams playing in the Exeter and East Devon leagues, our 
club sessions are well attended and Wednesday junior coaching is doing well. 
 

There are still places available for this, so if you or your children are interested in joining please 
contact Viv Baber on 07758 747193 or go to our website for further details about all our activities 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 

 

 Sally Baldwin 

 

 
 
 

The Joy of Being Stranded  
 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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The Joy of Being Stranded  

 

During a recent campervan trip to SE 
England, we had an interesting visit to 
Knepp Castle Wilding Estate near 
Horsham. After spending a couple of 
nights with old friends on a farm on the 
northern edge of Knepp, we were going to 
do a short walk at Knepp with our dog 
before continuing our journey to stay with 
family, and then on towards Rye. In the 
event, the planned walk became 
considerably extended... 
 

About half a mile before we reached the 
entrance to Knepp, on the Friday 
afternoon, the red warning light for the 
alternator flicked on...fan belt gone, I 
thought, confirmed seconds later with the 
temperature gauge climbing above 
normal. I turned into Knepp and managed 
to reach a parking area just as the gauge 
hit maximum. A call to the AA was 
answered with the arrival of a roadside 
assistance van within the hour. The 
mechanic found the shredded belt in the 
engine bay and pointed to the water pump 
pulley which wobbled on a shattered 
bearing. “You'll need a new water pump 
and fan belt, neither of which I have.” His 
recommended course of action was to 
have the van returned to C&R in 
Thorverton on a recovery vehicle, which, 
as we only had roadside assistance with 
the AA, at £4.50 per mile would cost over 
£1000! We decided that a local mobile 
mechanic would be a much better - and 
less expensive – option. We rearranged 
plans made for seeing the family – a 
change of venue and a lift from Knepp... 
 

And so the saga commenced... 
 

 

The first mechanic we contacted promised 
to arrive the following day, so we were 
committed to spending the night in the 
van. We explained our predicament to an 
estate volunteer, and that as the van was 
immobile until fixed, we would need to 
camp in the small car park. Note: 
Campervans are not allowed to overnight 
in the Knepp car parks, or on the campsite 
which is for tents only. Fortunately, our car 
park was only 100 metres from the estate 
shop and outdoor cafe...and close to the 
stork nests on high poles (although most of 
the storks had already flown to warmer 
climes for the winter).  
 

After a comfortable night in the van and 
just after the mechanic was due to arrive, 
we received the cryptic message ”Sorry, 
can't come today...been crushed under a 
car”. After a few phone calls, he told us 
that he'd got away with bruising and would 
be fit enough to do the job on Monday at 
7am. As my daughter lived only half an 
hour away we were collected and spent 
the weekend with the family. We returned 
to the van on Sunday evening and slept the 
night in it, ready for an early start the 
following day. The mechanic arrived 
shortly after 7am, confirmed the AA 
diagnosis and left to find the correct 
replacement water pump and belt, saying 
he would contact us and then return that 
evening.  
 

As we were located near the estate 
footpaths into wilding areas, we ventured 
forth in search of fallow and red deer, 
Longhorn cattle, Tamworth pigs and 
storks, and ducks, grebes and other 
wildfowl on the two lakes. Knepp used to 
be a fully managed 3600 acre farm, but 
was not financially viable, so an 
experiment was started about 20 years ago 
to use it as a re-wilding project (see the 
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book Wilding by Isabella Tree). They have 
set up a glamping area and campsite, and 
run safaris in big 4WD trucks to view the 
wildlife and land. If you are going to be 
stranded, then this was almost ideal: 
interesting scenery, wildlife, facilities close 
by, only the distant hum of the A24 half a 
mile away to break the silence, and a spell 
of mainly dry, sunny weather. 
 

Not having heard from the mechanic by 
7pm, we contacted him and were told he 
couldn't get the spares for THREE WEEKS (I 
took this to mean that he didn't want the 
job). Mild panic...and we then phoned 
most of the garages within 20 miles, all of 
whom had the same story...”We are 
booked up to the middle of next week”, or 
“We can't fix your water pump outside the 
garage” or “Your van is too high for our 
workshop”. Eventually, through contacts 
on the estate, we found a recently retired 
mechanic who promised to get the 
required parts by Wednesday 
morning...but he had no time to do the 
fitting. After another 20 or so phone calls 
we eventually found a mobile mechanic 
who repaired trucks and was able to do the 
job. Chris agreed to come Thursday 
lunchtime...wow ...relief...so we then 
explored more of the estate, including 
climbing the stairs to a few of the 
platforms in the giant oak trees, listening 
to the stags rutting. And getting a close-up 
view of a magnificent red deer stag. 
 

Mechanic No. 2, Chris, turned up as 
promised, and dismantled the rear of the 
van to get to the water pump, a much 
bigger job than expected, with several 
bolt-heads getting sheered off. He then 
found that the spare pump which had 
been delivered did not fit, and had to order 

another, which arrived on Friday morning. 
Even the new water pump needed parts 
grinding to shape to make it fit, but 
eventually all was fitted back ready to 
work...except...the new fan belt was too 
large. So Chris dashed off to Horsham to 
source one which was the correct size and 
completed the fitting. So...one week, to 
the hour, since we broke down we turned 
the key (expecting a flat battery after a 
week living in the van), the engine burst 
into life, running sweetly, quieter than 
before the breakdown, and we were able 
to continue our journey to Rye and 
Dungeness for a further three nights' 
camping. Rye is an interesting, historic 
town with wonderful old buildings and 
cobbled streets. Intriguing Dungeness has 
a lot of small flint pebbles on the beaches, 
a nuclear power station, some strange 
black-painted wooden shacks, a couple of 
lighthouses and an RSPB visitor centre! 

 

Despite the stress of making over 45 
phone calls to garages and mechanics, we 
had a lovely week exploring Knepp Estate 
on what turned out to be an ideal 
'campsite'. It was fortunate that we didn't 
breakdown on the A303!  
...And we arrived safely back in Thorverton 
after a very eventful and memorable time. 
 

 

 

 

 

Note: We have now signed up for full 
recovery insurance! 
 

John Spivey and Ros Brimacombe 
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THE SKY AT NIGHT 

November 2022 

 
November sky. On the 1st (and the 29th!) you’ll see the Moon come close to Saturn, whilst on the 4th 
it will be near Jupiter. On November 8, look out for a partial eclipse of the full Moon! On 17th you’ll 
have the chance to see the peak Leonid meteor shower, which is best seen near the horizon after 
11pm to the East/NorthEast.  You must wait for the time after midnight on the 28th to see the peak of 
the Orionids shower. Look slightly west of North.  
 

Asteroid apocalypse  

If you saw the recent dark comedy ‘Don’t look up’ you probably 
didn’t realise it was a comedy: after all, what is there to laugh 
about? In reality, surely the chances of an asteroid strike, of 
significant size, are very, very small? Yes. Nevertheless, procedures 
for preventing significant strikes on Earth are being developed. But 
what happens if small asteroids do hit our planet? For example, if 
a 20m wide asteroid hit the Earth, like Chelyabinsk did in Russia in 
2013, arriving obliquely thankfully, it would shatter windows 
across a large area. Carrying the same energy as ten Hiroshima 
bombs, it fortunately exploded further out, at 20 miles altitude. If 
a 50m rock exploded similarly, as in the Tunguska event in Siberia 
in 1908, then 800 square miles of forest would be flattened! Now, 
if a 160m boulder, the size of little Dimorphos (target of the recent 
NASA pea shoot, see figs.1-4) struck an average British city, then 
much of the city would be generally destroyed, the crater itself 

only a mile across and a quarter the depth, but much of the surrounding counties damaged. So an idea 
to divert such a commonly sized asteroid was well worth testing. 
 

ESA 

The DART (Double Asteroid Redirect Test) mission was launched 
in November 2021, to push an asteroid that is NOT on a collision 
course with Earth, then measure its deflection. In theory, even a 
small space probe could be effective, provided this is done early 
and fast enough (bearing in mind that kinetic energy =1/2 mass 
times speed squared). Theory is not enough, so the DART mission 
was born. DART’s target, Dimorphos, orbits a larger companion 
named Didymos, about 800 meters across. This larger asteroid 
and its moonlet take 11 hours and 55 minutes to orbit one 
another, separated by a kilometre or so. This orbit should have 

been shortened by a few minutes after the DART probe crashed into the plucky little rock, but an accurate 
estimate depends on knowing the masses of the two objects. See fig. 2 for the final pre-impact surface 
image from DART, the largest rock is about 4m across. 
 

NASA 

The DART spacecraft, the weight of a small saloon, rammed into Dimorphos on 26 September, 2022, at 
roughly 22,500 km/h. This is the first test of the “Kinetic Impact” method of asteroid redirection. Other 
methods being explored to protect Earth from an asteroid impact include a nuclear, eleventh hour blast;  
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laser; landing on the asteroid and then installing a rocket motor; stationing a spacecraft near the object 
to deflect it gravitationally; or even painting one side of the asteroid so that it gets unevenly heated by 
the Sun, making it emit more heat radiation from one side than the other, creating a tiny amount of 
thrust! Unsurprisingly, the kinetic impact method is the simplest and doesn’t require the development 
of any new technology. 
 

If astronomers should ever detect an asteroid on a collision 
course with Earth, and if it is massive enough to be a threat to 
human life or property, the best action to take would be to 
change its path early on, say several years ahead so that 
the  collision never happens.  
 

The Didymos and Dimorphos pair occupy an elliptical orbit 
around the Sun, slightly further out from the Sun than Earth, 
and as far out as Mars. Satisfyingly, this orbit never crosses the 
paths of either Earth or Mars and is not a collision risk. The 
DART impact would have changed the speed of Dimorphos by 

only a fraction of a percent (or so we surmised) far too little to create any risk of a collision with Earth or 
any other planet! 
 

The Light Italian CubeSat for Imaging of Asteroids (LICIACube) has returned a series of close-up images 
of the asteroid Dimorphos after last week’s successful impact of the DART probe. The most successful 
(see fig.3) is able to show the minutes after the collision. Future images will hopefully reveal details of 
the impact crater which should help researchers better understand the composition of the little moonlet 
asteroid. The shoebox-sized CubeSat will spend the next few weeks sending the remaining data to Earth 
and may be able to return for a second flyby. 
 

ASI 
Analysis of data by NASA, show they have successfully altered 
the orbit of the target asteroid, Dimorphos (see fig.4). This 
marks humanity’s first time purposely changing the motion of 
a celestial object and the first full-scale demonstration of 
asteroid deflection technology. Its orbit has been reduced by 32 
minutes to 11h 23 min, that’s three times the effect predicted 
and reflects the fact that the asteroid is lighter than expected. 
 

The work doesn’t stop there. The European Space Agency plans 
to launch a probe called Hera to the Didymos system in 2024. 

After arriving in 2026, Hera will stick around for a while, gathering a variety of data about both asteroids. 
The universe has just become that bit closer. 
 
                                              Peter Hargood 
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Trees of Africa 

I did so enjoy the articles about British trees in 

Focus.  Trees are wonderful as they provide 

oxygen, shelter, building material, fruit, juice 

and flowers!  Here are a few native trees that 

my husband and I saw and learned about 

during our stay in Africa from 1957 – 1963. 

 

Sierra Leone 

All the trees that grow in Sierra Leone give 

fruit, except the Flame Tree. 

 

Flame Tree 

 
 

Also known as the Peacock tree. Because of its 

beauty, it is portrayed on flags and stamps.  

The pod is used as a currency, and can be 8 

inches long.  The white stamens attract 

nectar-loving insects. 

 

Avocado Tree 

 
 

The one we had in Freetown was literally 

growing out of a stony area.  The fruit is 

somewhat the shape of a pear – and fleshy 

with a large stone.  We were in Freetown for 

five and a half years.  At that time avocado 

fruits were not sold in England, so I took a box 

of them with me on the ship on our way home 

(where the steward put them in the fridge for 

me) to the delight of friends and family back 

home. 

 

Rose-apple Tree 

 
 

The Rose-apple is a middle-sized tree which 

gives a delicious fruit (pink, of course) when 

eaten raw.  It can be made into a juice or wine, 

though it doesn’t keep for long.  It has many 

medicinal properties - an all-rounder health 

fruit - good to boost the immune system and 

digestion.  If the seeds rattle when the fruit is 

shaken, then it is ripe. 

 

South Sudan 

Koloffra Tree 
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This is a very large tree, with fine-grained 

wood.  A lorry would fit into the cut trunk. 

 

Poison Tree 

 
 

Small, almost a bush.  Used to put poison on 

the tip of arrows, for hunting animals. 

 

 

Ebony Tree 

 
 

A very beautiful tree with hard wood, that 

does not sink in water.  The outer layer of the 

trunk is soft, so insects can penetrate, but are 

prevented from damaging the inner hard layer 

of wood.  Used for carving figures and to make 

furniture. It is also made into building bricks, 

and as an alternative to coal (which South 

Sudan did not have). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somaliland  

Savannah country, so there are few trees. 

 

Aloe Tree 

 

 

It is more a bush than a tree.  About 18 inches 

tall with fleshy leaves. Used today as a beauty 

product. 

 

Lime Tree 

 

 

We had a 5-foot-tall tree, with a very pretty 

round shape.  It gave masses of limes each 

year.  No need to buy juice – it would keep a 

family in juice for some months.  In England 

the fruit is smaller and green.  I remember that 

underneath the tree the ground was covered 

in yellow fruit. 

 

Annette Mawson 
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NATURE NOTES 
Nature Notes 
 

During the latter part of September I spent some 
time in Somerset assisting my daughter with river 
surveying. On day one at Bradford on Tone we saw 
a peregrine falcon harassing a crow. The best bit 
was when we were both in the river measuring its 
width. We were holding the tape measure taught 
at each end when a kingfisher flew downstream 
right under the tape. We couldn’t believe what had 
just happened. Also while stood in the river I 
happened to spot two barbs of a fishing hook with 
lure and I brought it home. 
 

Day three was spent at North Cadbury when after 
we came up out of the river we spotted two roe 
deer further up the field and they weren’t there 
when we arrived in the field. We walked on a few 
yards looking for other access to the river then 
spotted where something was using the opposite 
steep bank to come down and cross the river. In 
the mud near the base of the bank were clear deer 
slots. The deer must have crossed the river while 
we were in the river. They had come out of a field 
of tall miscanthus grass.  
 

As we were leaving Thorverton on day four we 
were stopped by Katharine Gomme who told us 
she had seen a mink whilst travelling between 
Stoke Canon and Huxham. This was to become a 
mustelid day! Today was spent at Shapwick Heath 
National Nature Reserve on the Somerset levels to 
which I had never been and what a splendid day 
was had exploring this gem. We got to walk the 
route of the Sweet Track including a replica of the 
original dating from 3806 BC made by Neolithic 
man. While walking beside the South Drain (man-
made drainage channel) along the path that was 
once a railway line we saw as many as 24 little 
egrets among cows. The best sighting was when 
Rowena saw an otter come up out of the drain, 
crossed the path and disappeared into the reeds. 
Unfortunately I was looking the other way and 
missed it.  
 

Day five and back to Shapwick Heath from where 
we walked to Ham Wall RSPB Nature Reserve. All 
the birders seemed to be here today with their 
cameras and telephoto lenses. Today we saw a few 

great white egrets, grey heron, stonechat, mallard, 
and coots, two juvenile great crested grebes with 
their striped necks and many widgeon. 
 

The Somerset Levels Project set up in 1973 to 1989 
was directed by local archaeologist Bryony Coles 
and her late husband John. The project involved 
excavation and recording of trackways and other 
objects. Their pioneering work on techniques of 
wetland archaeology still used worldwide today 
won awards.  
 

Over the six days spent in Somerset we saw the 
same insects at every site and they were speckled 
wood and small white butterflies, male and female 
common darter dragonflies and other brown and 
blue dragonflies I could not identify. There were 
also a few red admirals, a single small tortoiseshell 
and small copper butterfly. Other single sightings 
were of a devil’s coach horse beetle, a jay, a hobby 
and a yellowhammer. 
 

In May this year the Somerset Levels was given the 
status of Super National Nature Reserve by the 
Government, the second one to be created. The 
first Super National Nature reserve was awarded 
to Purbeck Heaths in Dorset in March 2020. 
 

Back to the subject of egrets, Elspeth and Ken 
Holmes notified me of 27 little egrets among cattle 
in the field that will hold the new cemetery. The 
sighting was on 30th September. A great white 
egret was seen on the Exe estuary on 10th October 
with a colour ring that was identified as it being 
ringed as a chick this year from a nest at Ham Wall 
Nature Reserve. 
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The Hedge 

Only one garden spider visible on the ‘hedge’ now 
and on 20th September it had entrapped another 
insect and had already wrapped it well in silk 
thread but I think the insect looks like a black 
beetle of some kind. On 29th September a female 
Dark bush cricket was seen there resting on an oak 
leaf. I checked the hedge again on 10th October and 
the web and spider had gone but it was back again 
by 16th October when it had caught another meal, 
probably a fly. What an industrious little spider to 
having to keep rebuilding its web after rain and 
wind.  
 

A to Z  The Vestal Rhodemetra sacraria 

This immigrant moth has turned up in reasonable 
numbers this year. My first one I trapped at home 
on 21st July, 2 on 14th September and 1 on 23rd 
September. One was trapped at my sister’s on 1st 
August and 4 at Wood Farm, West Raddon on 31st 
August. The latter record is the most I’ve ever 
trapped at a moth trapping session. The moth 
comes from  
 

 

 

Southern Europe and North Africa. It has various 
colour forms. The wings can be cream, sandy or 
pink and its distinctive stripe pink, maroon or 
brown. It is a small moth with a wingspan of 22-
28mm. 
 

Last Word 

Have you noticed the abundance of hornets this 
autumn? Other insects that have done well 
according to Butterfly Conservation are holly blue 
and common Blue butterflies. During the Tarts 
walk on 6th August we saw lots of common blue in 
a field above Branscombe Mouth. On 14th October 
Tarts did a mid-week walk in farmland at Silverton 
and Royston  
 

 

Kershaw spotted a common blue. Common blue 
usually has two broods a year but in one of my 
books it states ‘in favourable summers this 
butterfly may emerge in October to form a small 
third generation’.   
                                                                                                                                       
Jenny Garne. 
                                                                                                                                     
01392 860875 

                                                                                                                  
jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
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A Stroll Down Covid Memory Lane 
 

I belong to Exeter Male Voice Praise choir.  When the 

pandemic first struck, some two and a half years ago, 

and we had to cancel our practices and 

engagements, it was decided that I would write 

regular emails to our members so that we could all 

keep in touch with one another in a context where 

the future was very uncertain. Recently I have been 

browsing through these letters (over a hundred of 

them) and reminding myself of those strange days 

we lived through. 

 

For the choir, the fateful date was 15th March 

2020.  On that day, a Sunday, we sang at the evening 

service of Tiverton Baptist Church.  We said goodbye 

to one another on that occasion in the 

firm expectation that we would meet again a few 

days later for another engagement.  It was not to 

be…. The very next day the press conference of our 

erstwhile Prime Minister Boris Johnson dealt choir 

members a double whammy on the grounds of both 

age and travel.  We oldies were summarily confined 

to the home until further notice. 

 

However, even geriatric gentlemen like us were 

allowed out to take a little exercise, and I took 

advantage of this loophole to go tramping through 

the muddy fields and lanes of Thorverton as 

usual.  The lambs were a delight to watch as they 

scrambled to the safety of their mothers’ 
protection.  I was left to reflect on all the effort that 

had gone into bringing them into the world.  A 

few evenings previously a farmer friend had told me 

he was going back home and would be on duty in the 

lambing shed from 11 till … - a far cry from life in the 

industrial West Midland where I was born and bred! 

 

News from the French members of our family led us 

to count our blessings somewhat. There, lockdown 

conditions were more severe.  If you wanted to leave 

home you had to download an official form, fill it in, 

sign it and take it with you when you went out.  The 

different grounds allowed were: being on the way to 

work if you weren’t able to work from home; to buy 
basic food items; for essential health reasons; to give 

urgent help to vulnerable people; and for a brief 

period of exercise or to walk the dog.  I read on-line 

that one wag had added and ticked another box: ‘My 
wife is driving me crazy.’ !  I am not sure whether 

that reason would have been accepted by any of the 

hundred thousand or so police and officers who 

were checking anyone found outside.   

 

Our son ventured out for a little walk round the 

picturesque little village where he has an apartment 

in Provence, and was immediately challenged by a 

policeman.  Fortunately, he had the correct 

documentation and was allowed to proceed.  But 

anyone failing to provide a valid reason for being out 

was subject to a fine of about £120.  Even in the early 

days, over 4,000 of these had been issued. 

 

In choir letter number two of 20th March I wrote: ‘We 
shall not be seeing each other for a long time.’  No-

one then dreamt how long that would turn out to 

be.  And of course, everyone’s plans and activities 
had to be cancelled or put on hold.  Fiona and I had 

planned to travel up to Stourbridge in the West 

Midlands for the funeral of one of my oldest and 

dearest friends.  Alas, we were unable to go, barred 

by government ‘advice’ with regard to both age and 
travel restrictions. In a sad foretaste of what was 

later to become the norm on such occasions, the 

funeral service took place in surreal conditions, with 

only 35 people, well-spaced out, forming a 

congregation that would otherwise have consisted 

of at least 200 mourners. 

 

This same letter mentioned the good weather we 

were experiencing, which was something of a 

consolation in confinement.  We could at least 

sunbathe in our gardens and take in the vitamin D so 

necessary to build up our immune systems and 

thereby reduce the chances of falling ill.  I also urged 

choir members to keep on singing!  After all, singing 

boosts the immune system, gives you a stronger 

diaphragm and increases your aerobic capacity and 

stamina.  On a psychological level, it is a natural anti-

depressant and releases endorphins, those feel-

good chemicals that lift your mood in such a positive 

way. 

 

Most of the letters contained some attempt at 

humour.  Here is an early specimen, the best joke I 

had seen on-line concerning the situation, in the 

shape of a cartoon showing passengers in an 

aeroplane listening to a communication over the 

loudspeaker: ‘This is your captain speaking.  I am 

working from home today…’ 
 

Maurice Harrison 
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Our Farm 
Ratcliffe Farm, October. 
 

We have finished ploughing and cultivating and all the arable crops for next year are in the ground. 
As the soil was still warm from the long summer, everything has emerged and all the fields are 
looking green. We have had some useful days of rain, but need many more. The spring in the orchard 
has dried up, and this is one of the tributaries to the stream that goes through our farm and on 
through to Berrysbridge and then the Exe. None of our fields have mains water, with most of them 
having streams or open ditches that the animals drink from.  
 

We have put all the rams in with the ewes, and this for us is the start of next years cycle of life. The 
cattle have all left our farm and been sold fat. Michael will now start buying eight to twelve months 
old cattle for us to winter and summer again. 
 

We have been busy taking down our shippon and cubicles. The quote we have for a new shed is for 
us to clear the site. The good sheets of corrugated iron have been sold to a farmer at Cheriton 
Fitzpaine. We have a trailer filling up with everything metal, and this will be taken to the scrape-yard 
at Tiverton to be sold. The useful timber is being stored dry in a shed, and the rubbish stuff is going 
to the bottom of the orchard for our annually bonfire get together, (around November the 5th) with 
my side of the family. Just a warm fire, sparklers for the children and plenty of marshmallows.  
Of course, a cider helps the evening go along for the adults. 
 

In half-term Michaels family all get invited to our apple pressing event, the younger cousins usually 
run riot around the orchard, and the adults do all the work of cutting up the apples and bottling the 
juice. It’s an Ayre family farm where Michael and his siblings grew up, and their children visited Grand 
parents here.  So, the day works well for all, and the kitchen table groans with the weight of the 
“bring-and-share” food. 
 

This year has seen a bumper crop of every trees fruit, from an abundance of apples and pears, hedges 
dripping with blackberries, elderberries, sloes, and rose hips. The chestnuts are huge inside their 
“hedge-hog” coverings and I’ve even been able to find walnuts before the squirrels got them all. Get 
out and forage!! Make use of the free apples being offered, they freeze so well and easily. 
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                       Tina Ayre 
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SHAKESPEARE FOR STUDENTS 
 

 

Othello 
 
Othello tells of a strong-hearted, brave, noble man who 

lets his mind be poisoned by jealousy. It is also a study 

in evil, for the poisoner, Iago, derives active pleasure 

from what he does. 

 

   The play opens in Venice with Iago explaining to one, 

Rodrigo, his reason for hating his general, Othello. He 

had hoped he would have been chosen as his 

lieutenant.  Instead, Othello chose a comparatively 

inexperienced soldier, Michael Cassio, as his personal 

standard- bearer. Iago admits he is staying in the 

Moor’s service only because he plans revenge. “I follow 

him to serve my turn upon him.” 

 

   Iago learns that Othello has been secretly married to 

a lovely lady named Desdemona, and he sets out to 

“poison his delight.” Rodrigo is in love with her and is 

happy to assist Iago in spoiling their marriage.  Iago 

wants Othello to regard him as a loyal and devoted 

friend, “though I hate him as I do hell’s pains,” and he 

tricks Desdemona’s father into believing that his 

daughter has run off with a black man. When her father 

finds Othello, he storms out his accusation: 

 

     O thou foul thief, where hast thou stowed my 

daughter? 

     Damned as thou art, thou hast enchanted her …. 
 

   The Duke and his council are disturbed by rumours 

that the Turkish fleet is planning an attack on the island 

of Cyprus, and they are discussing a plan to send 

Othello there to defend it when Desdemona’s father 

arrives to accuse Othello of witchcraft. 

 

  Othello asks that his wife be sent for and, while the 

senators are waiting, he describes the way he wooed 

her. He told her stories of his adventures, of being sold 

into slavery, of travelling over strange deserts and high 

mountains, and of all the other terrors he had endured. 

 

     She loved me for the dangers I had passed, 

     And I loved her that she did pity them. 

     This only is the witchcraft I have used. 

 

   Desdemona enters. She has to choose between her 

father and her husband. All her gentleness and love 

have reached out to an equal love and gentleness in 

Othello, and it does not matter that he is an older man 

of a different race. When she is asked to name the man 

who is her sovereign lord, she does not choose her 

father as he expects, but the man she married that 

night.  

 

   The Duke puts Othello in command of the defence of 

Cyprus and is willing to give Desdemona permission to 

accompany him. But Othello must set sail immediately, 

and he entrusts his wife to the care of Iago, who will 

follow after. Othello has the greatest faith in his 

standard-bearer; “A man he is of honesty and trust.”  

Since Desdemona is lost to him, Rodrigo is prepared to 

go out and drown himself. Iago laughs at him. “Drown 

thyself? Drown cats and blind puppies.” 

 

   He assures Rodrigo that so unnatural a marriage 

between a “barbarian and a super– subtle Venetian”, 
will never last and, as soon as he is alone, he lays his 

plans to destroy it. Iago wants to also destroy Michael 

Cassio, the man who supplanted him as lieutenant, and 

a brilliant plot comes to him. It is based on Othello’s 

trustfulness – “the Moor is of a free and open nature 
“– and on the Moor’s (Othello’s) affection for Iago. 

 

     I have ‘t; it is engendered.  Hell and night 

     Must bring this monstrous birth to the world’s light. 

 

   There is a kind of creeping evil about Iago, a slow 

inching along that never stops until it has wrecked so 

loving a marriage. A rumour comes that the Turkish 

fleet has been destroyed in a storm, and Desdemona 

worries for her husband’s safety; then a flourish of 

trumpets heralds his safe arrival and he lands and 

embraces his wife. 

 

                 O my soul’s joy, 

     If after every tempest come such calms, 

     May the winds blow till they have wakened death …. 
 

   He proclaims there is to be feasting that night in 

honour of his wedding, and puts his lieutenant Cassio 

in command of the guard. Iago suggests to Cassio that 

they drink to Othello’s health. He wants to get him 

drunk so that Rodrigo will be able to pick a quarrel with 
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him, but Cassio politely refuses. “Not tonight, good 

Iago; I have very poor and unhappy brains for drinking.” 

Iago implies that any man who refuses a glass or two is 

no man at all, and finally Cassio gives in. 

 

    It turns out Cassio is correct about his inability to 

hold his drink.  “Do not think, gentlemen, I am drunk… 

This is my right hand, and this is my left hand. I am not 

drunk now. I can stand well enough, and speak well 

enough.” When Othello arrives, he is faced with a 

“barbarous brawl” which appears to be Casio’s fault. 

 

                 Cassio, I love thee, 

     But never more be officer of mine. 

 

   Iago tells the disconsolate Cassio that he can recover 

Othello’s favour if Desdemona, who Othello dotes on, 

will intercede for him. Cassio resolves to follow this 

suggestion, and Iago plans to make it appear to Othello 

that she is pleading for her lover. Desdemona agrees to 

try and persuade her husband to take Cassio back into 

favour. Othello and Iago enter at a distance, and Iago 

pretends discomfort when he sees Desdemona and 

Cassio together. Othello turns to him.  “What dost thou 

say?” “Nothing my Lord, or if - I know not what.”  “Was 

that not Cassio parted from my wife?” 

 

     Cassio, my Lord? No, sure, I cannot think it, 

     That he would steal away so guilty like, 

     Seeing you coming. 

 

   This is the first, small drop of poison, delicately 

administered. Desdemona is fervent in Cassio’s 

defence, and Othello finally gives in to her. “I will deny 

thee nothing.” Iago now has the situation where he 

wants it, and in troubled tones asks if Cassio knew her 

before the marriage. Othello says he did and Iago 

becomes even more troubled, giving the impression of 

a reluctant friend who hesitates to disclose what any 

husband has a right to know. Under Othello’s prodding 

he reluctantly admits that he thinks Cassio and 

Desdemona are lovers, and that it is only his great love 

for Othello that makes him reveal this. 

 

                I am much to blame; 

     I humbly do beseech you of your pardon 

     For too much loving you. 

    

   Othello believes him. He is an old friend, and Othello 

has always trusted him. Othello knows that his 

marriage is a risky one, and nothing holds it together 

but Desdemona’s love for him. He recalls the warning 

that Desdemona’s father gave him before they left 

Venice: 

 

     Look to her, Moor, if thou hast eyes to see, 

     She has deceived her father, and may thee. 

 

    He is incapable of behaving in his usual manner when 

Desdemona enters, and she is instantly troubled. “Are 

you not well?” He replies he has a pain in his forehead, 

and she tries to bind it with a small hanky. He pushes it 

away, and the handkerchief falls to the ground. Emilia, 

Desdemona’s maid, finds it and gives it to Iago. 

 

Othello, sleepless with worry, enters, and Iago is 

delighted. 

 

                    Not poppy, nor mandragora, 

          Nor all the drowsy syrups of the world 

         Shall ever medicine thee to that sweet sleep 

         Which thou ow’dst yesterday. 

 

    Gradually Iago elaborates a string of lies, describing 

how he heard Cassio talking in his sleep, re-living a love 

scene with Desdemona. “Damn her…. O damn her.” 

Iago promises he will help Iago take revenge on Cassio, 

and Othello promptly rewards him. “Now art thou my 

lieutenant.” 

 

    Othello asks to borrow Desdemona’s hanky, which 

she has lost. He shouts at her, knowing it is in Cassio’s 

hands and thinking she gave it to him. She finds she is 

out of favour with Othello, and cannot fathom why. 

She has never given him a reason to be jealous, and 

Emilia remarks that jealousy is a monster. Desdemona, 

increasingly troubled, prays, “Heaven keep that 

monster from Othello’s mind.” 

 

    The prayer comes too late for the monster has 

already settled in. Iago is present, alert, affectionate 

and sympathetic, making the pain worse. Finally, 

Othello’s agony is such that even pity cannot enter it.  

“My heart is turned to stone, and it hurts my hand.” He 

resolves that his wife must die, and that he will strangle 

her that night in her bed. “But yet the pity of it, Iago! O 

Iago, the pity of it!” Iago is of course delighted, but 

pretends otherwise. 

 

   A messenger arrives. Othello is to be recalled to 

Venice, and Cassio is to take over the government of 

the island. When Desdemona remarks innocently that 

she rejoices, Othello strikes her. The Venetian 

messenger is appalled, and she responds to her 

husband’s brutality, “I have not deserved this.”  

 

   Othello tries to force his wife’s maid to admit that 

Desdemona and Cassio are lovers. When Emilia denies 

this, he sends for his wife and tries to force the same 

admission from her. She thinks her father may have 
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something to do with her husband’s black suspicious 

mood. 

  

        If haply you my father do suspect 

        An instrument of this your calling back, 

        Lay not your blame on me; if you have lost him, 

        Why, I have lost him too. 

 

     Desdemona, confused, gradually realises of what 

she is being accused. Even then she can only deny the 

charge of adultery with all the lack of skill that her 

innocence can summon. She is like a child beaten into 

stupefaction before deciding to send Iago to ask her 

husband to forgive her - for whatever it is that has 

made him angry.  

 

                            O good Iago, 

       What shall I do to win my Lord again? 

 

   Iago assures her that it is some political matter that is 

troubling Othello, and that it will pass. “Go in and weep 

not; all things shall be well.” He then sends Rodrigo 

who will do anything to get Desdemona for himself, to 

murder Cassio.   

 

   It is night and Othello sends Desdemona off to bed 

with instructions that her maid is to leave her. Emilia is 

reluctant, but her mistress insists. “We must not now 

displease him.” Bewildered and not really awake, she 

cannot keep herself from thinking of her husband’s 

accusation. She finally goes to sleep, with a light 

burning beside her. Othello enters and stares down at 

her, shaken both by his love and his anguish. When he 

kisses her, Desdemona wakes. “Will you come to bed, 

my Lord?” She must be given time to save her soul 

before he kills her, and he tells her so. 

 

    Desdemona struggles to make him realise she is 

innocent, but he will not listen. Then she learns that 

Cassio is dead and no-one is left to defend her. She 

pleads for time; “Kill me tomorrow, let me live tonight.” 

Othello fears he might weaken. He speaks the final 

terrible line, “It is too late,” and smothers her. Emilia 

calls from the other side of the door and Othello 

presses harder. 

 

     What noise is this? Not dead? Not yet quite dead? 

     I that am cruel am yet merciful; 

     I would not have thee linger in thy pain. 

     So, so. 

 

   He draws the curtain to hide what he has done and 

Emilia enters to say that Cassio is not killed but only 

wounded. She finds her mistress dying and barely 

conscious. She tries to find out who committed the 

murder and Desdemona has just enough strength to 

protect her husband. “Nobody, I myself, farewell.” 

 

   Emilia turns on Othello in rage and grief. He tries to 

justify his reasons and she sweeps them aside. Then he 

tries to threaten her, but he is unable to frighten Emilia. 

Her cries bring the whole company into the room but 

Othello still tries to silence her. She manages to tell him 

who made her steal the handkerchief before he stops 

her with a knife thrust. Emilia dies, remembering the 

last song she heard her mistress sing. “She loved thee, 

cruel Moor.” 

 

   Othello loses all sense of direction. “Where should 

Othello go?” He has no need to wait to go to hell, for 

he is there now, and his attempt to kill Iago is half-

hearted. “I’ll have thee live ; for in my sense, ‘tis 

happiness to die.” Othello asks forgiveness of the 

wronged Cassio, who gives it freely. And then, with a 

final return to his natural dignity and control, he sends 

a message to the Venetian state. 

 

     When you shall these unlucky deeds relate, 

     Speak of me as I am; nothing extenuate,  

     Nor set down aught in malice; then must you speak   

     Of one that loved not wisely but too well; 

     Of one not easily jealous, but being wrought, 

     Perplexed in the extreme….. 
 

   “Let the senators of Venice also be told that once, 

when a Turk insulted their city, Othello took him by the 

throat and smote him thus.” With that he drives a 

dagger into his own body and falls dying on the bed 

beside his wife. “I kissed thee ere I killed thee.”  And so, 

kissing her again for the last time, he dies. 

 

   Cassio pronounces the epitaph on the general he 

loved. “He was great of heart.” As the new governor of 

Cyprus, it is his task to arrange for the punishment of 

Iago, “that hellish villain,” and so the play ends. 

 

Andrew Hoellering 

 
 

THORVERTON  W.I. HUT 
Raddon Road 

 
The Hut is available for hire. 

 
For further details contact 

Sue Maguire – 01392 860631 
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WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY 
Double trouble 
 
Influenza has been circulating in the human 
population for hundreds of years. We are all 
familiar with the symptoms of fever, cough, 
sore throat, muscle aches, headaches, a 
runny nose and fatigue. These often appear 
suddenly, and most seasonal flu patients will 
recover in two weeks. It is not a minor illness; 
no matter your age or your fitness if you are 
not laid up in bed for a few days and do not 
need time off work to fully recover, then you 
probably did not have flu.  It is most prominent 
during the winters with infections normally 
reaching a peak in January and February each 
year. However, the effects of Covid and the 
current balance of resources within the NHS 
mean that this is not a normal year  
Australia has just suffered the biggest flu 
outbreak for several years. Fortunately for us 
this means we have identified the most 
prominent mutation that is currently heading 
towards us, as the vaccine we use is based on 
the data from the previous winter in the 
Southern Hemisphere.  Our Covid social 
distancing measures mean we have had very 
little influenza over the last two years and as a 
result this winter it will return and spread 
amongst us earlier than normal.  Hospitals 
routinely test for influenza and we are already 
starting to see a surprising level for this time of 
year. 
All our pandemic public health modelling up 
until Covid was based on flu. We will all 
remember the early advice – Hands, Face & 
Space.  This is all about prevention of spread 
of a flu-like virus.  We now know that Covid is 
only transmitted via an airborne route and this 
is why Space ie social distancing and avoiding 
meeting inside were so important. Social 
distancing reduces flu transmission but 
washing our hands plus using and disposing 
of tissues safely are equally important parts of 
prevention. 
Our main weapon against both influenza and 
coronavirus infection is vaccination.  Children 
are vaccinated as they are the biggest 
potential pool of infection; a massive reservoir 
that very easily passes to their grandparents.  
People over 50 or those with chronic 
underlying illness are those most likely to  

 
experience complications of contracting flu 
and being admitted to hospital.  This is why a 
large outbreak would cause problems.  If 
hospitals are full due to increase in flu related 
admissions, then there will be insufficient 
resources to keep normal services operating, 
let alone tackle the enormous Covid linked 
waiting lists. The Covid vaccination 
programme has been amazing, however, to 
enable full and complete recovery of our health 
system then it is essential that we have an 
early comprehensive flu vaccine programme 
this year. We need as many people as 
possible to be vaccinated against both viral 
infections. 
We ran our first flu clinic at Wyndham House 
on 30th September and vaccinated over 700 
65+ year olds. We will be running our second 
clinic on Saturday 12th November and will be 
texting appointment slots for patients who are 
50+ years and those with long term conditions.  
Please come and have your flu jab.  
Unfortunately, the NHS rules do not allow the 
surgery to immunise our other patients, but all 
pharmacies will be able to offer you a vaccine 
and I would encourage everyone to have one.   
Anthony O’Brien 
Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Anthony O’Brien 
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PUZZLES  
Many congratulations – and thanks from me for 

showing that there is at least one reader of these puzzle 

pages – to Ian Stoyle for submitting a sheet of answers 

to October’s puzzles, all of which were correct. I will 
reproduce below the solution to the question as to how 

to connect the nine dots with four continuous straight 

lines. You will see that the solution involves going 

beyond the boundaries formed by the nine dots: 

 
 

On to this month’s puzzles: 
 

a) Magic Squares 

When I was a young boy I had some fascination with 

magic squares. I would be interested to know whether 

anyone composes them nowadays.  

 

A magic square is a set of boxes forming a square 

pattern with a different number in each of the boxes. A 

4x4 square would use each of the numbers from 1 to 16, 

a 5x5 square the numbers from 1 to 25 and so on. Each 

row, column and long diagonal must add up to the same 

number (this will be 34 for a 4x4 square, 65 for a 5x5 

square etc). Here is an example of a 5x5 magic square 

where, as you can see, each row, column and long 

diagonal adds up to 65: 

 

 

17 

 

24 

 

1 

 

8 

 

15 

 

23 

 

5 

 

7 

 

14 

 

16 

 

4 

 

6 

 

13 

 

20 

 

22 

 

10 

 

12 

 

19 

 

21 

 

3 

 

11 

 

18 

 

25 

 

2 

 

9 

 

I used to think that the central number of a 5x5 magic 

square had to be 13 for the sums to work, but apparently 

that is not correct and any number could be in the centre. 

Can you compose a magic square with 1 in the central 

cell? 

 

b) Su Doku 
Each horizontal and vertical line and each 3x3 square 

must contain each of the numbers from one to nine:  

 

2 3 5 8 1    6 

 7 1 6      

  6  7   8  

  7   1    

    2     

   4   7   

 5   4  8   

     2 1 4  

1    3 8 9 2 7 

 

c) Futoshiki 
Fill in the blank boxes so that each row and column 

contains the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The symbols tell 

you whether the number is larger (>) or smaller (<) than 

the number in the box next to it. 

 

1 
        

 

   

 

 
 

 

<
 

  
 

      

    <
 

 

 

 
 

        
5 

<
    

<
  

 

 

 

 
        

  <
 

 

<
    <

 

       < 
 

 
 

Happy puzzling.       Neville Lane 
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 
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THORVERTON PARISH INFORMATION 
 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 

Carers Support Group Lunch at Exe Valley Farm Cafe on the 4th Tuesday of 
the month at 12.30pm. Please contact Trish Jones for details 07484 377298 

Church (C of E)              Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager. Contact Netherexe  
                                         Parishes Administration, email: administration@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens    Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
       Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 
Church Choir                  Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 
P.C.C. Treasurer     Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 
County Councillor    Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 
District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:       Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  
Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
(Western Power)             edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  
Gas Emergency    0800 111999. 
Leonard Trust    Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

      Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 
Member of Parliament    Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 
                                                          By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 
Parish Clerk               Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  
Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    
                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   
Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 
Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 
Police    Non-emergency number:  101. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
    Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30 
    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw, 
    Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 
Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 
                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 
                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 
                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 
                                          Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 
                                          Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
School P.T.F.A.                Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 
                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 
                                            Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 
South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Community     
Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 
Thorverton Millennium      
Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.

mailto:administration@netherexe.org
mailto:argaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
mailto:hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
mailto:thorvertonPTFA@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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THORVERTON ORGANISATIONS 
 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 
   Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  
   details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 
   Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  
Bridge Club            Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 

            New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club               Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
                                    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 
                   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine         Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
                   Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  
                   Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
                   Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society          Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 
                                     Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 
 

Saturday Market    2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
 
 

Thorverton Pre-School 01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 

  Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 
  8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 
 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
                                     See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 
 
TMH  Committee   Chair: Russ Clarke 

Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 
Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 
Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 
Toddler Group           Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 
     Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     
      healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              
                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 

  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 2.30 pm. 
  W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:sheena@marhaus.co.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:sjjml@hotmail.com
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:emcarmstrong@outlook.com
mailto:srbf@hotmail.co.uk
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DOCTORS’ SURGERIES 
 

  
 

(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 
Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 

  

Newcombes 
Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 
Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 
Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  
Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  
 

We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  
She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 
 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  
 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 
 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  
  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   
 Dunn 
  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   
  Nichols, Griffiths,  
 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  
 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 
(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 
 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 
15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  
 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 
 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  
 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 
 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 
GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 
Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 
self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our 
online repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 
                                                                                                                                   

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
http://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/
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                        Wyndham House Surgery 

 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 
 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 
O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 
Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 
(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 
14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 
 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 
Emergencies 

only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 
15:30 – 17:30 

 
Please note:  
Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-
Consult to let the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our 
website. 
 
Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 
 
Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  
 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 
 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 
 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 
 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required - just ask.

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  63    Vol 53 No 10 November  2022 

 

 

WASTE COLLECTION DATES 
Collections on Mondays, unless stated 
otherwise.  
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylo
okup 
 (These collection dates apply to the majority 
of the village, but outlying parts may have 
different collection days) 
 
General refuse, recycling boxes & food caddy  
Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 
     
 
From October the general waste will be 
collected on a 3-weekly basis, but the 
recycling boxes and garden waste 
continues every alternate 2 weeks and the 
food caddies every week. 
 
 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   
Every 4 weeks on Thursdays :  Sept. 15th / Oct. 
13th / Nov. 10th / Dec. 8th   
 

Union Flag-Flying Days in Oct 
None 
 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on 
road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 
 
 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches 
No.678  
Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section 
served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 
675) 10.09 from Broadlands and The Berry, 
10.10 from Latchmore Green. Scheduled to 
arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes and Poltimore) 
at 10.48. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from 
Broadlands and The Berry.   Scheduled to 
arrive Exeter (via Upton Pyne) at 10.48. 
Return on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
13.35 from Exeter bus station. 
 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline) 
service 55B:  

MONDAY-SATURDAY (except Bank 
Holidays): 
 
To Tiverton from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands:  
7.55 (operated by Dartline) 09.16, 11.31, 
13.46, 16.06, 17.11 (these last two on 
Saturdays only), 17.29 (Mon-Fri. This is the 
155 service), 18.21.  
 
To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  
07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 15.55 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 16.45. 
 
To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 
station) from Thorverton The Berry & 
Broadlands: 
08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 16.27 
(Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.17. 
 
To Thorverton from Exeter bus station (via St 
David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline), 08.50, 
11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 16.45 (both these Sats 
only), 17.05 (Mon-Fri. This is the 155 service 
& does not stop at St David’s station),17.55.  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much 
every half-hour in each direction along the 
Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the Ruffwell 
(Thorverton turn). Please consult Stagecoach 
55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 
SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except 
Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days) 
 

Stagecoach service 55A:  
To Tiverton from the Ruffwell: 10.42, 12.42, 
14.42, 16.42, 18.42, 20.42, 22.42. 
 
To Exeter from the Ruffwell: 09.56, 11.56, 
13.57, 15.57, 17.57, 19.57, 21.57. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions 
for regular commuters, shoppers, children, 
students and jobseekers as well as one-day 
unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details 
from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 
664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or 
www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available 
at the Post Office 
 
 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylookup
http://roadworks.org/
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The Crow’s Lament 
 

Razor-beaked and feather-cloaked, 
Upon the fence a gaunt crow croaked; 
“I did not ask to be a crow, 
For all men hate me, this I know, 
Begrudging me their crumbs of bread, 
Knowing my nestlings must be fed; 
Yet freely strewn are offerings 
For many other fluttering wings. 
 
“Blackcap, robin, finch and thrush, 
All sing sweetly from the bush; 
But that which issues from my throat 
I know it is a raucous note. 
To scare me, men clap hands or yell, 
To be a crow is sometimes hell! 
As farmers with loud bangers try 
To scare me witless from the sky. 
 
“I did not ask to be a crow, 
Why so black?  I do not know. 
My one good deed - to clear away 
Carrion, from the King’s highway. 
Forgive the song I’ll not attain, 
Forgive my blackened visage plain. 
If you will spare some mouldy cheese, 
I’ll disappear among the trees.” 

 

                Doreen Beer (from her book “Westcountry Wanderings in Poetry”) 
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       Morag Lobley 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE

The fallen
Lives given
The ultimate sacrifice...

Remember

The other lost lives
Other fallen
Other lives given...

Remember

Who refused to kill
Killed...

Remember

Minds mangled by slaughter
Forever lost...

Remember

Senses savaged
Endlessly maimed...

Remember

Little ones traumatised
Growth constrained...

Remember

War ravages.

Remember

Remember
Remember.
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