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Welcome back to you all after the Focus 

Winter break. 

 

There is lots packed into this issue and hope 

you will find it both enjoyable, informative 

and a true reflection of the wide variety of 

personal interests and voluntary work that 

takes place in our beautiful village. 

 

For over thirty years, Focus has provided a 

platform for sharing information, enabling 

discussion, supporting local groups, events, 

and promoting a wide range of local trades 

and services and it is good to know it 

continues to be a valued part of the 

Thorverton culture. 

 

This month’s menu includes a conversation 

with Ben Fitch about the local spaces 

regeneration project, Spaceport Cornwall 

and rocket planes, an interesting talk about 

our village church, Shakespeare’s Winter’s 

Tale for Everyone and a host of updates and 

reports on local group activities and events. 

So, put the kettle on and settle down and take 

a close look at your village magazine.  

 

Our aim is to embrace both the printed and 

digital formats and continue to provide easy 

access to Focus for all members of our local 

community here in the village and also, 

technically, worldwide!   

 

We are proud to have in Thorverton 

genuinely local village magazine. 

Editor 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 2023 
 

Please notify the Editor of additions or  
changes. Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com  
Details of most events are in the Notices Section of Focus. 

 

FEBRUARY 
Wednesday 1st  Winter Warmth Exeter Inn & Thorverton Arms 2.30pm 

Monday 6th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Tuesday 7th  WI Meeting WI Hut - Alex Fice - 2.30pm 

Wednesday 8th Winter Warmth Exeter Inn & Thorverton Arms 2.30pm 

Thursday 9th   Ladies Group 7.30pm 

Saturday 11th   TMH Big Breakfast & Saturday Market 9.30am 

Monday 13th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Wednesday 15th Winter Warmth Exeter Inn & Thorverton Arms 2.30pm 

Friday 17th  Film Night  TMH ‘The Outfit’ 7.30pm 

Monday 20th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Wenesday 22nd Winter Warmth Exeter Inn & Thorverton Arms 2.30pm 

Saturday 25th  WI Coffee Morning & Market WI Hut 10.00am 

Monday 27th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

 

MARCH 
Wednesday 1st  Winter Warmth Exeter Inn & Thorverton Arms 2.30pm 

Wednesday 1st  FOCUS Magazine AGM WI Hut 7.30pm 

Monday 6th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Tuesday 7th  WI Meeting WI Hut – Charles Palmer- 2.30pm 

Saturday 11th  TMH Big Breakfast & Saturday Market 9.30am 

Monday 13th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Friday 17th  Film Night TMH ‘Mrs Harris Goes To Paris’ 7.30pm 

Monday 20th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Saturday 25th  WI Coffee Morning & Market WI Hut 10.00am 

Monday 27th  Welcome Café WI Hut 2.30pm 

Friday 31st  Easter Bingo TMH 7.00pm for 7.30pm Start 
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THORVERTON PARISH    
  COUNCIL 

 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

  

As you know there is no Focus magazine in 

January, which means it’s too late to say 

Happy New Year to you all, let alone refer 

back to Christmas.  However, this is the first 

opportunity I have had to thank Dom and 

Natasha Carbine and Sam and Nic Fice for 

their hard work in putting up the Christmas 

lights on the Jubilee Green; their efforts 

deserve a special ‘thank you’. 

  

The main news for you from the Parish 

Council this month is about the Precept for 

2023-24.  This is the amount we have 

calculated is needed to cover the costs of the 

PC (clerk’s and handyman’s salaries etc) in 

the next financial year.  Last year we 

managed to avoid any increase at all but we 

couldn’t do so two years on the trot.  Despite 

rising costs all around us the Precept this year 

will rise by only 3%, which for a Council Tax 

Band D household will mean a increase of 

£1.25 to £43.05 per year.  One of my personal 

aims has been to reduce the size of the PC 

reserves and this is the second year that we 

have chosen to use some of these to cover 

the increase in annual costs.  The reserves 

may still look high to some, but much of these 

have been allocated to specific projects, like 

the new cemetery.  No announcement of an 

increase in prices is welcome, but given the 

current rates of inflation I hope this looks 

reasonable.  Further details on how we spend 

your money are available on the PC website. 

 

DCC are responsible for setting speed limits 

on our roads and they are looking again at 

establishing 20mph zones around 

schools.  We have been asked ‘to express an 

interest’ in this if we think it is required and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

have responded immediately to support the 

proposal.  More details will follow. 

After it’s been missing for a long time we 

have, at last, been able to go ahead with a 

replacement for the Raddon road sign on the 

grass bank between the Raddon and 

Berrysbridge roads.  Look out for this soon! 

  

The ‘Winter Warmth’ Wednesdays started in 

January; the PC is sponsoring a total of eight 

of these and the project is being generously 

supported by both The Exeter Inn and The 

Thorverton Arms.  Future dates for Feb and 

March are as follows and the PC will look at 

the possibility of extending the project in the 

Feb meeting -  if we do I will update the list of 

dates in the next issue of Focus: 

 

 

 

Thorverton Arms Exeter Inn 

1 Feb 8 Feb 

15 Feb 22 Feb 

1 Mar   

 

 

 

 

For those in the local community  
with difficulty accessing food  

and other items. 
 

As well as the usual boxes of food and other 

items in the church porch, request slips can 

also be used. Using these where there is a 

continuing need means a wider LUCY’S 

LARDER range could be provided that is 

more tailored to your needs. 
 

Pick up a slip from the porch, or from the 

Rev’d Tim Collins 

tel: 07449 111663. 
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Building Affordable Housing in Thorverton  
 

You know the old saying - if no-one will do it for you … you just have to do it yourself.  This now 

includes building new homes in Thorverton.  

 

The idea was discussed at the Open Meeting at the Memorial Hall on 19th January when the 

Thorverton Affordable Housing Group (TAHG) explained what was possible if enough local people 

are interested and willing to help. 

 

As Andrew Foster outlined, TAHG was formed by members of the Parish Council after the 

disappointment with the affordable housing (AH) provision at Leonard Square.  Surely, it was felt, 

a bigger and better commitment could be made?  Bryanna Uglow shared that their 5 grown-up 

children had all had to leave the village meaning that the long-established Uglow name will 

eventually disappear from Thorverton.  This is the case for many families, but TAHG also wants to 

cater for older residents wishing to stay in the village but downsize to more manageable 

accommodation.  

 

TAHG includes three other Councillors and Andrew Wiles who is an expert in housing and, to our 

good fortune, lives here and was involved with the AH scheme at Upton Pyne.  Andrew W 

explained that AH can include rented properties – either ‘Affordable Rent’ which is 80% market 

value or ‘Social Rent’ at 60% market value – co-ownership/shared equity properties where the 

property is part-owned, part-rented and homes for sale at less than market value to local people.  

TAHG wants to make sure that any homes sold will be sold on by the first buyer (if they wish to 

move out) at a similar low price to other locals in need. 

 

Andrew W went on the explain that Thorverton would need to set up a Community Land Trust 

(CLT) which would make any AH project happen.  Devon has more than its fair share of successful 

CLTs including the one Andrew himself had been part of at Upton Pyne which built 7 affordable 

homes and 3 open-market properties for the landowner(to make the whole scheme financially 

viable). 

 

Beer CLT in East Devon (which TAHG members had visited) had worked wonders dealing entirely 

with an AH project – planning permission, grant funding, land purchase, physical building and 

managing the properties – all in just 2 years.   This takes a lot of effort and work by the CLT, but 

that is possible if enough local people join in and the whole community is behind the project.  As 

was pointed out at the meeting this is quite exceptional as Lynch Close took 7 years from start to 

finish. 

 

CLTs often partner with existing Housing Associations, but this does mean agreeing key elements 

with the HA, notably the type and number of properties and who gets priority to live in them.  

Questions were asked about housing allocation and Andrew advised that conditions can be built 

in to the Planning Permission.  Currently, HA and Council properties are allocated using Devon 

Home Choice, but some at the meeting had been told by DHC that they don’t qualify.  TAHG feel 

strongly that a Thorverton CLT must use DHC with care and hope to have control over the lettings. 
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In the lively discussion that followed modular housing was suggested (properties are largely built 

off-site) and using local tradespeople to save money as they could be employed directly, rather 

than subcontracting.   The issue of land availability was discussed and whether the Church 

Commissioners or the Diocese could be persuaded to sell land for AH.  People were also concerned 

that any project had a good mix of housing, 1-, 2- & 3-bed homes, bungalows and flats, for all 

types of need. 

 

It was pointed out that many people in Newton St Cyres had ignored their Housing Needs Survey 

(HNS) as they felt ‘nothing will come of it’.  As a result an ex-resident of that village said only 4 AH 

were built, inadequate for the actual level of need. 

 

Thorverton’s Housing Needs Survey is live as you read this – a copy was sent to every household.  

Please, please, please fill it in and ask your neighbours to as well.  You may well be very happy 

with your home and have no housing concerns for your family and friends.  But your feelings about 

affordable housing in Thorverton do need to be heard.  If TAHG or the CLT can show overwhelming 

community support for AH it will really help to get the grants and planning permission we will 

need. 

 

The Survey can be completed online using this web address – 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ThorvertonHNS 

 

At the close of the meeting 12 people left contact details to be involved in the CLT.  If you’re 

interested just email me, Jim Roberts, the PC Clerk at thorvertonpc@gmail.com or call 01392 

202692. 

 

Jim Roberts 

TAHG 

 

LUCY’S LARDER 
DONATIONS WELCOMED 

 

The Larder’s existence depends on the generosity of individuals 
and organisations which is much appreciated. 

Continuing donations of food/other items/money are always much  
needed as demand exceeds supply.  

Please pass to Sarah Acock though food/other  
items may be left in the boxes. 

Payments including regular donations may also be made through 
the Parish Church Treasurer using the following account details: 

 
PCC Thorverton   -   Sort Code: 30-93-14   -   A/c no: 00436138   -  Ref: Lucy’s Larder 

 
Lucy’s Larder sends all good wishes for 2023 to everyone and thanks for the many generous  

financial donations and practical contributions to the 2 boxes in the church porch. 
Money and goods are much appreciated and continue to be welcome.  

Not only welcome, but essential for the continuation of the Larder. 
 

A request slip system also is in use. 
Any queries to Sarah Acock 07811494940.
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THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL        
 

 

It was great to see so many people enjoying their 

breakfasts and looking around the stalls at the 

Saturday Market last month, the first one we’ve had 

in January for a couple of years so thanks to those 

who came along and supported it. The next one is 

on Saturday 11th February and we look forward to 

seeing you then. 

 

The TMH Committee is delighted to welcome Penny 

Wiles as the new Chair. Penny is an experienced 

trustee and committee member having worked very 

successfully with other local village halls. 

 

This month’s film night is on Friday 17 February 

showing The Outfit, a gripping film from the 

Academy Award-winning writer of The Imitation 

Game, Graham Moore. The Outfit is a single 

location thriller with Mark Rylance giving an 

extraordinary performance. The year is 1956 and 

Leonard (Mark Rylance) a master English Taylor  

 

who’s ended up in Chicago, operates a corner shop 

where he makes beautiful clothes for the only people 

around who can afford them, a family of vicious 

gangers. One night two of the killers knock on his door 

in need of a favour…. 

 

A note for your diary there will Easter Bingo on Friday 

31st March in Thorverton Memorial Hall, eyes down 

hope to see you there.  
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Sometimes you might just need a bit of help  

to use your computer or mobile phone. 
 

Perhaps you need to order your prescriptions online or manage a supermarket shop! 
 

Joan at Wyndham House Surgery is able to help you: 

Shop online, Manage prescriptions online.  Connect with friends and family. 

Use your voice to make phone calls.  Anything else that helps you with  

your mobile phone, laptop or computer.   Just ask! 

 

If you or someone you know could use some help then call  

07958 190554 to leave a message and arrange a visit. 
 

This is a service supported by  

Friends of Wyndham House Surge

  

Play Bridge at 

Exeter Bridge Club 

 

We meet at the Isca Centre (EX4 4NT) on Tuesday evenings 

(6.15pm for a 6.30 start) and on Thursday afternoons 

(1.15pm for a 1.30 start). We play duplicate bridge at just 

£2.50 per session. 

 

Do come along and play. If you don’t have a partner please contact Neville Lane 

(details below) to see whether we can provide a partner – we usually can. 

 

There is ample free parking at the Isca 

Centre, which is close to the Exeter 

Arena. You can purchase drinks at the 

Isca Centre. 

 

You can also join us online on Mondays at 7.15pm or on Fridays at 3pm.  

 

Contact Neville Lane on 01392 861062 or 07496 392106 or by email 

nevilleslane@gmail.com, or visit our website at www.bridgewebs.com/exeter 

for further information.  

♥  ♣  ♦  ♠  ♥  ♣  ♦  ♠  ♥  ♣  ♦  ♠  ♥  ♣  ♦  ♠  ♥  ♣  ♦  ♠ 

Exercise your mind 
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VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED 
 

for SILVERTON LINK UP    charity no. 1034252 

 

Join our team of drivers taking Wyndham House Surgery patients to healthcare appointments. 
In a rural area where public transport can be difficult you would find it most rewarding providing 

a vital lifeline to vulnerable patients. 
It is voluntary, no commitment, could be one journey a week or as little as one a month, 

whatever suits. You would use your own vehicle with travel expenses reimbursed. Suitable for 
all age groups men or women. 

 

If interested and for further information please contact Link Up coordinator:- 
Roger Higman, 07821718672 

 
roger.higman@icloud.com 

 

 
 

 
THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD  
supporting Thorverton Post Office                  

FEB  2023 
 

Thank you for supporting us over the Christmas period once again. We were able to send almost 
£500 to Hospiscare as a result of Christmas card sales and you supported the TCT business with 
purchase of other Christmas goods and postage and packing materials. 
 
We are very grateful to all our PO staff who have had a challenging time over this year’s Christmas 
posting period and also to our many unpaid volunteers who help TCT every day sorting and 
delivering newspapers come  rain, shine, snow , ice...! We couldn’t keep going without them. If 
you’d like to join the ‘team’ please get in touch with me or mention this at the PO counter. 
 
Be proud of our community-run venture. Many people have worked very hard to keep our post 
office so please continue to support it. Remember there’s lots you can do and buy at the post 
office counter and the TCT shop sells a wide range of newspapers and magazines seven days a 
week. 
 
Come to us FIRST before shopping elsewhere please. 
 
Heather Kershaw    Chair and Membership Secretary   TCT Ltd    01392 860419    
heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk                              Thorverton  PO    01392 86045 
 

Thorverton Ladies Group 
 

Thorverton Ladies Group meeting for 
February is on Thursday 9th February 
at 7.30pm at the home of Beryl Grace.  

 
For general enquiries regarding this 
group please contact Sue Batty on 

01392 860140. 
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THORVERTON POST OFFICE 

& TCT LTD NEWSAGENT/STATIONERS  

your local bank  

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road, 

Thorverton  EX5 5NG   01392 860455 

REALLY EASY PARKING + ACCESS 

 

We offer a wide range of Post Office and banking services (inc. for business),          

CASH withdrawal, cash/cheque deposit, online shopping returns, phone top-ups, gift 

cards (multi-store + Amazon ones), newspapers, magazines, stationery, greetings cards, 

local postcards, notelets, posting and packing materials, photocopying + lots more.     

 

Seasonal cards : Valentine’s Day, Mothering Sunday + Easter, soon in stock 

 

TCT Shop 

      Mon – Fri      9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

              Sat               8.00 – 12.00 

                    Sun & BHs    9.00 – 10.30 

                           

Post Office 

Mon – Fri      9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00 - 2.00) 

                       Sat               9.00 – 12.00 

                      Sun & BHs     Closed 
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Programme – February 1st- February 22nd  2023 

 

The weekly programme of Exeter Forum talks from Wednesday 1 February to 

Wednesday 22 February 2023 is listed here.  Meetings take place in the Mint Methodist 

Church, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT, the talks starting at 10:45am, coffee being 

available from 10:15am. Full descriptions of talks and speakers appear in the weekly 

newsletter sent to Forum members.  Visitors are welcome subject to a small charge of 

£3 for each talk. Any programme changes will be shown on the Exeter Forum website 

at: www.exeterforum.org 
 

Wednesday 

1 February 

2023 

Mike 

Richards 

A History of Exeter Hospitals 

Exeter Forum member Mike Richards will look at the long history of 

hospitals and medical care in the city of Exeter from Mediaeval times to 

the present day. He will outline how some of the main establishments 

evolved and detail some of the local characters. He will also show the 

important part Exeter has played in introducing significant medical 

procedures. 

Wednesday 

8 February 

2023 

Dr John 

Salvatore 

What the Romans did for Exeter! 

Archaeologist and Roman historian Dr John Salvatore will provide an 

overview of how the Romans shaped the development of Exeter as a city, 

from water supply and baths to roads and villas. 

Wednesday 

15 February 

2023 

Charlie 

Courtenay, 

The Earl of 

Devon 

Exeter and the Earls of Devon – frenemies for a millennium 

Charlie Courtenay, the Earl of Devon, will tell the story of the 

relationship between the Earldom and the City of Exeter over the last 

1000 years, recounting the good times and bad that helped shape our 

historic community. 

Wednesday 

22 February 

2023 

Derek Gore The Kingdom of the Dumnonia 

Historian David Gore from the University of Exeter will describe the 

Kingdom of the Dumnonia in the South West and how it evolved after 

the Romans left. He will show how recent	excavations,	stone	sculpture	

inscriptions	and	pottery	finds	are	helping	to	provide	a	clearer	picture	

and	explain	how	an	organised	church	and	trade,	high	status	activity	

and	some	fabled	kings	feature	in	this	still	mysterious	period.	
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EQUITY RELEASE 
           UNLOCK TAX FREE CASH! 
 

* CONSOLIDATE OUTSTANDING DEBT  * OPTIONS OF VOLUNTARY PAYMENTS 

* REPAY YOUR MORTGAGE    * FRIENDLY, LOCAL, EXPERT ADVICE 

* HOME IMPROVEMENTS     * NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION 

* HELP YOUR FAMILY      * MEMBER OF EQUITY RELEASE COUNCIL 
 

Call Us For An Informal Chat On… 01392 666 270 
 

We offer a comprehensive range of Equity Release products from across the market. Think carefully before securing other debts against your home. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments 

on a mortgage or any other debt secured against it. All loans are subject to status. Ask for a personalised illustration. You may be required to pay a broker fee depending upon the type of mortgage recommended. 

Registered in England and Wales 3110231 – Registered Office: Sommerville House, 30 Southernhay East, Exeter, Devon EX1 1NS. The Mortgage Shop is a trading name of The Mortgage Shop (Exeter) Limited which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 302305 Check that this mortgage will meet your needs if you want to move or sell your home or want your family to inherit it. If you are in any 

doubt, seek independent advice.  

 

www.themortgage-shop.co.uk 
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       Thorverton Community Defibrillator Trust 
 
Just as a reminder for some, or to make any newcomers to the village aware – the 

Thorverton Community Defibrillator Trust was established in March 2021.  
 

 

 

There are currently 4 Trustees who can be contacted for any issues as follows: 
 

 Maggie DUNLOP    01392 861185   dunlop_maggie@hotmail.com 

Di FOXFORD    01392 860067   kennethfoxford@yahoo.co.uk 

           Sharon MCKEE                      01392 860190              snlmckee@hotmail.com 

Wendy COLES     01392 861283   wendy.j.daly@googlemail.com 

 
  

The Trustees meet a couple of times a year. The Trust as owners of the two village Defibrillators, are responsible for 

the maintenance, insurance, and replacement of consumables and also to make sure that they are always 'Rescue 

Ready' for use.  
 

It may seem that once they are in place, they are self-functioning, this is not the case. They are checked on a weekly 

basis to confirm that they are in full working order; these checks are currently carried out by Di FOXFORD (The Bury) 

and Barbara TOOZE (the WI Hut).  
 

A supply of consumables needs to be available at all times, as well as funds to replace the devices when they come to 

the end of their life. (One is almost seven years old). The outgoings are not huge; however, we do need to ensure we 

always have funds available.  
 

We will be having a fundraising event in the not-too-distant future to build up our funds and your support for this 

would be appreciated. Further details to follow.  
 

For anyone who is not sure of their whereabouts – they are situated:  

1. On the wall of the Drs’ surgery – THE BURY, THORVERTON, EX5 5NT  
 

2. On the wall of the WI Hut – this is situated right next to the Recreation Ground / at the end of CLEAVES CLOSE, 

THORVERTON, EX5 5NN  
 

If anyone would like to be involved with the Trust now or in the future, please contact Maggie DUNLOP or speak to one 

of the other Trustees. Hopefully you will never require the defibrillator, but they really are a great asset to the village. 
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SERVICES & INFORMATION FEBRUARY 2023 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 
 
Sunday 5 February 3rd Sunday before Lent 
09:30 am Holy Communion      Thorverton JH   
10:00 am Morning Worship  Stoke Canon Lay Led 
10:00 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 
11:15 am Informal Service     Cadbury Lay Led 
11:15 am Informal Service  Rewe Lay Led 
 
Sunday 12 February 2nd Sunday before Lent 
10:00 am Informal Service  Newton St Cyres Lay Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion     Upton Pyne   TC 
 
Sunday 19 February Sunday before Lent 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Brampford Speke  TC 
  
09:30 am Choral Morning Prayer     Thorverton   Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Cadbury   KR 
05:00 pm Holy Communion     Stoke Canon   JH 
   
Tuesday 21 February 
09:00 am Chattertots      Thorverton   Lay Led 
 
Wednesday 22 February Ash Wednesday 
11:00 am Ash Wednesday Service    Cadbury   TC 
06:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service    Upton Pyne   LF 
 
Friday 24 February 
06:00 pm A Service for Peace      Stoke Canon   TC 
  [on the anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine] 
 
Sunday 26 February 1st Sunday of Lent 
09:30 am Holy Communion     Newton St Cyres  JH 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Rewe     TC  
04:00 pm Evening Prayer      Upton Pyne   TC 
 
Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  
   
 This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the 
homepage. 
 
Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
TC Revd Tim Collins 
JH Revd Julia Hocking   LF Laura Ford [Licensed Lay Minister]   
  
TL Revd Tony Lane   KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter  MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
SN  Sheila Newton [Licensed Lay Minister] TBC To be confirmed. 
 
Revd Tim Collins Rector Tel: 01392 860767 tim.collins@netherexe.org  
 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org   
   
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church,  

Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS. 
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 PARISH LETTER 
 

It’s always a tricky thing writing a piece for a 

magazine that is due out weeks after the 

article was written! Even more so for a 

February edition, when there hasn’t been a 

January one! It is definitely too late to share 

experiences of Christmas and to wish you all a 

Happy New Year (though it was so good to be 

able to enjoy an amazing range of services 

and celebrations across the area, from a very, 

very chilly Cadbury Church in the middle of 

that really cold spell in December, to the ‘olde 

worlde’ atmosphere of the candlelit carol 

service at Netherexe; Thorverton Church 

bedecked for its Christmas Story 

Extravaganza, and outdoor carols at 

Brampford Speke – and my huge thanks go to 

all who were involved in ensuring all these 

services and events happened).  

But by the beginning of February the tinsel 

and turkey are distant memories, New Year’s 

resolutions have probably already been 

slightly bent, if not well and truly broken, and 

already we are catching glimpses in the 

gardens and hedgerows that Winter is 

drawing to a close and that Spring is just 

around the corner. Though with my luck, 

even as you are reading this, we may well be 

either struggling through an avalanche of 

snow, wading through inches of rainwater or 

basking in brilliant sunshine – such are the 

vagaries of our all too fragile climate. 

 And so, as the year turns, thoughts quickly 

focus on the next of the ‘seasonal’ periods in 

the year of the Church - Lent. Lent, that time 

of reflection, a ‘wilderness’ time. A time for 

many of self -denial, of giving up – chocolate, 

coffee, alcohol etc; or a time for taking on  

 

something extra – prayer, bible study, 

community service. The forty days from Ash 

Wednesday to Good Friday (and before you 

get your calendars out, I know that is more 

than 40 days, but Sundays don’t count!) 

reflects the time Jesus is said to have spent in 

the wilderness after his baptism by John the 

Baptist. And since the very early days of the 

church, the time has also traditionally been a 

period of intense preparation for those who 

wished to become part of the family of 

Christians. A time for seeking and searching, 

exploring one’s deepest thoughts and beliefs. 

And so, the people and parishes across the 

area will once again be encouraged to use the 

time of Lent to deepen their understanding 

by reflecting on the time of trial that Jesus 

endured in the wilderness, and to consider 

the needs of the wider communities. We will 

be offering a number of opportunities to 

creatively explore aspects of prayer during 

Lent, so please keep an eye out for “Creative 

Conversations with God – Stepping Out into 

Prayer” 

All blessings 

Tim 

Revd Tim Collins 

Priest-in-Charge, Netherexe Mission Community 
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THORVERTON CHURCH : MUSIC         ♫     ♫ 

The choir usually has weekly Thursday evening practices in Thorverton Church from 7.45 – 9.00pm. 

You are always welcome to come to hear us or to join in. We usually sing at services twice a month. 

We also have instrumentalists accompanying some services, so do get in touch if you’d like to be part 

of the band. 

The full list of upcoming services is elsewhere in this Focus edition, but those at Thorverton Church 

with the choir singing, are listed here: 

 

Feb   5th     Communion service : 9.30am 

 

Feb  19th    Choral Morning Prayer : 9.30am 

 

Mar   5th    Communion service : 9.30am 

 

Mar  19th   Mothering Sunday  Family service : 10.00am 

 

Heather Kershaw      Music Director and Organist    Thorverton Parish Church 

 

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk        01392 860419 

 

 

Thorverton Royal British Legion 

Back in the summer after we had raised money from our cream tea event, it 

was decided to donate £400 to help people in Ukraine. We didn’t really want 

to give it to a big charity where it would just get swallowed up with lots of 

other money.  

In December we found out that a volunteer from Efford, Shobrooke was 

collecting cloths, first-aid, etc to take to Ukraine in February. The van, diesel 

and B&B for him has all been sponsored. Felicity Cashmore our treasurer and 

I went into Baker’s yard Exeter, which is an Army, Navy & Government 

surplus store to buy clothes. The owner knew what we were doing and 

helped us pick and choose the right things. We bought 20 thermal jumpers, 

Norwegian fleece under garments, thermal long-sleeved vests, thermal long 

johns, thermal hats and gloves of all various sizes. We had about £550 worth of clothing, the owner 

generously gave us £150 discount. The clothing has been dropped off and is ready to go. 

Thank-you to Matt & Rick Cox at the Exeter Inn for donating £174.50p to the Thorverton 

branch/community fund which was part of their Christmas draw  

Our cream tea delivery event this year will be on Saturday 12th August. 

If you would like to join the Thorverton Branch you can easily join online at the Royal British Legion 

Membership site. You do not have to have served in the Armed Forces to be a member. 

If any young person between the age of 12 and 18 would like to join it is free, but you will need a 

paper membership form that has to be signed by a parent, if you would like a form, please contact 

myself Alex Fice Tel. 861136 or srbf@hotmail.co.uk . 
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Ben Fitch - Thorverton's handyman 
 
You may have noticed that work has started on laying the hedge in Barliabins, overlooking 
the Quarry car park.  This is all part of the regeneration project that we have written about in 
past editions of Focus.  The work has been undertaken by our own handyman, Ben Fitch, 
and I took the opportunity to chat with him about his background on a very wet and windy 
day – as you can see from the photo! 
  
Ben started work in the building industry; ironically he started life replacing hedges with 
brick walls rather than maintaining them.  He joined his brother working as a ranger on the 
South Downs about 20 years ago and has loved the outdoor life since then.  He went on to 
train as a Wildlife Trust Management student, gaining qualifications in tree felling and 
hedge laying amongst many other skills, before then moving on to teaching these skills to 
18-24 year old unemployed young people.  
  
Ben then moved to working on fresh water conservation, reporting to the Environment 
Agency, which took him all over the country.  Again, he told me, this suited his love of being 
out in the open air until he found that the report writing and general paperwork began to 
take over.  By now Ben was married and living in Crediton with his wife and two 
children.  He took a leap of faith and set up his own contracting business in 2021 and 
Thorverton PC were one of his first clients.  
  
Ben’s activities in the village include grass cutting, verge strimming and leat clearing, with 
his work being managed by the PC through Colin Marshall.  If you think anything in this 
work area needs attention then please contact the Parish Clerk, Jim Roberts, preferably by 
email at thorvertonpc@gmail.com or speak to Colin. 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
A N D R E W   F O S T E R 
Thorverton Parish Council 
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Spaceport Cornwall: white knight or pink elephant? 
 

Situated near Exeter we are blessed with an international airport, but in Cornwall there is actually a 

space airport! What more could you want? Did you see the footage of RAF test pilot Mathew 

Stannard, flying the Virgin Orbit 747 (see fig.1)? He brazenly pressed the release button for a multi-

million pound space missile to be dropped from its wing 

attachment. This recent, much vaunted, typically British near-miss 

with Virgin’s Cosmic Girl, launching its faulty satellite, was a 

reminder of the two faces of derring-do: calculated bravado vs 

luckless accident (see fig.2 - the cautious delivery of the satellite at 

the Spaceport). 

 

 

My first introduction to 

Cornwall Airport Newquay, its other moniker, was in 1972 (yes, 

I’m that old) when, as an air cadet I arrived on that busy tarmac 

courtesy of an old RAF Devon (or was it a Dove? See fig.3). I 

believe we had around half an hour, just enough time to grab a 

glorious cuppa at the NAAFI (the only place I know who can turn 

tea, fried bread, bacon and eggs into a heady mixture somewhere 

between nectar and ambrosia). It was largely a military airfield at that time, but even then a 

commercial enterprise was well underway and British Midland were setting up a daily Newquay-

London service. Little did I realise that it would be fifty years before 

I would next set foot on this hallowed land last summer. 

 

Within the perimeter, among others, is the reduced RAF unit, 

Spaceport Cornwall, Aerospace Cornwall and even the Cornwall 

Aviation Heritage Centre. This successful, collaborative working 

style is clearly a historical tradition that is continued today at and 

is not to be underestimated. 

 

 

Spaceport Cornwall is an effective consortium of partners working together to deliver the UK’s first 

satellite launch. The partners include, Cornwall Council, Virgin Orbit, Goonhilly Earth Station (a world 

class radio observatory just round the corner) and the UK Space Agency. The commercial significance 

cannot be underestimated as job opportunities for Cornwall and the burgeoning UK satellite industry 

are escalating towards 2030. 

 

And what of the future? Currently, the RAUXAF 505 squadron will continue to serve with training and 

auxiliary support for the RAF. Although they no longer own the runway, you can bet that RAF and 

NATO aircraft will not be put off from accessing the airport as and when  necessary. The Heritage 

Museum is being challenged to improve its delivery and move  

to a nearby site: a plucky museum of military aircraft that is wholeheartedly supported by a bevy of 

knowledgeable volunteers if not, unaccountably, the fractious County Council. Impressive planes on 

offer include, in no particular order, the Lightning (see fig.4), Shackleton, Harrier, Hunter, Vampire, 

Tornado, Canberra, Hawk, VC10. Each plane represents a step in the development of higher, heavier 

and faster journeys into the skies, culminating of course, with superfast rocket-planes.   
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Space is becoming more open: less the preserve of a few 

nations, and increasingly accessible to different users, whether 

governments, institutions, companies or individuals. They’re 

all becoming more dependent on space-enabled services and 

applications, not least the ability to observe the planet from on 

high and track environmental changes. The launch of small-

sized satellites is inexpensive, requiring far less fuel and 

materials to send into orbit. In the near future, numerous 

companies based in the UK and internationally will be playing 

vital roles in UK’s satellite launch capabilities. Vertical launches 

may soon become a possibility, particularly from Sutherland in Scotland, but the smaller, lighter 

payloads will always find plane-launch, like Virgin Orbit, to be a serious, cheaper contender. 

 

Then there’s the Virgin Galactica rocket plane (another plane launch): examples of such rocket planes 

were designed and even built throughout the C20th but are only now coming into their own this year 

(see fig.5): a sort of orbital/sub-orbital project that might one day take off from Newquay, eventually, 

finally and triumphantly reaching space. Imagine that! 

 

 

           
 
 
          Peter Hargood 
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Fact, Fiction and Biography 
 

I love historical fiction.  Especially when it is 

backed up by meticulous research, as in the 

case of the writer Hilary Mantel, who sadly left 

us recently.  So do many of you, to judge from 

the viewing figures of The Crown.  Such a series 

is not historical fiction à la Mantel but rather an 

attempt to recreate, in as authentic a manner 

as possible, the actual events of a given period, 

using actors to portray the main characters. It 

is fictional in the sense that much of it, for 

example the weekly sessions between 

Monarch and Prime Minister, can never be 

anything other than clever 

imaginative reconstructions of what might 

or might not reasonably have taken place.  

 

 Indeed, The Crown has been heavily criticised 

for what many consider to be a very cavalier 

portrayal of personalities and events.  I have no 

contribution to make here to the ongoing 

debate on the essential propriety of 

undertaking such a project.  It exists.  At its 

best, The Crown is very effective in 

portraying to younger viewers what for those 

of riper years is not history at all but rather  

 

 

 

a part of our recent collective memory.  Such 

reconstructions can therefore play a very 

constructive role in initiating younger 

generations into a knowledge of the events of 

which their parents and grandparents were 

onlookers or even participants. 

 

This brings me to the issue of biography.  Some 

of the characters portrayed in The Crown are 

eerily accurate.  Two striking examples of this 

are the widely-acclaimed role of Claire Foy as 

the Queen in the earlier episodes, and, much 

later on in the series, the portrayal of Prime 

Minister Harold Wilson by Jason Watkins.  Both 

actors portray their character to a remarkable, 

uncanny even, degree, for any older viewer 

who remembers them well.  It is the next best 

thing to actually having been there at the time. 

 

I have long been an advocate of biography as 

history.  The concept has some noble 

proponents. Thus, the American philosopher 

Ralph Waldo Emerson famously wrote: ‘All 

history is biography,’ and Disraeli’s advice was: 

‘Read no history: nothing but biography, for 

that is life without theory.’  This is the principle 

I have tried to follow when researching how to 

make the writings of the New Testament more 

meaningful to readers today.  I have tried to do 

so not so much by retelling the story but by 

presenting the main characters in that 

story.  For example, the opening chapter of 

Luke’s gospel refers to the birth of Jesus at the 

time of a census organised by the Emperor 

Augustus; furthermore, he sets his account ‘in 

the time of King Herod of Judea.’  Both these 

luminaries are mentioned not because Luke is 

going to relate their stories in detail, but purely 

to provide an appropriate historical context for 

his narrative.  That narrative could not be 

produced in a historical and cultural vacuum.  It 

was, on the contrary, inevitable that 

embedded in Luke’s account there should be 

allusions to various personalities of the 

day.  Sometimes these are passing references; 

at other times, they are integral to the main 

theme.  But Luke only mentions them insofar 

as they have an essential role to play in his 

drama.  

 

For a fuller understanding of the story, it is 

useful to have the reference expanded into a 

biography, even if it has to be a potted 

one.  But first, a decision has to be made on the 

genre of the text.  Are we talking about 

historical fiction/ romance here, or about 

history?  On this point the theologians are 

often more cynical than the historians.  Many 

of the latter consider that Luke has 

‘embellished’ his material in some way, to the 

point that it becomes something more like a 

historical novel than a historical 

work.   Historians, or a number of them, are 

convinced that the evidence of serious 

historical research - today we would call some 

of this ‘investigative journalism’ - found in the 

work of St Luke is more than enough to 

conclude that the author intends us to 
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understand he is writing a historical account. 

Such an assertion is backed up by the 

testimony of, among others, the specialist 

historian Sherwin-White, who writes that the 

confirmation of history is overwhelming.  And 

in that history, the biographies have a vital role 

to play in bringing the reader into the wider 

picture. 

 

A major problem here is the confusion that is 

so easily created in the mind of the reader/ 

viewer.  Is he or she mixing up fact and fiction? 

For instance, is the aphorism ‘Augustus ruled 

the world, but Livia ruled Augustus’ from the 

pages of Tacitus’ Annals or from Robert Graves’ 

‘I, Claudius’? In fact, it is from the latter- a 

brilliant work of fiction, but fiction none the 

less, and the classics student quoting it in an 

essay would obtain short shrift from a tutor. 

Similarly, the filmgoer who has obtained fresh 

insights from Gary Oldman’s portrayal of Sir 

Winston Churchill, perhaps by the scene in 

which the great man slips his bodyguards to 

seek the views of ordinary Londoners 

travelling on the tube, may not realise that this 

foray into real life is entirely made 

up.   Unfortunately, no warning flashes on the 

screen to proclaim ‘The incident you have just 

watched is entirely imaginary,’ no footnote at 

the bottom of a page averts the reader that 

there is no objective documentary evidence for 

the assertions which the writer has just made. 

 

All this means no more and no less than that 

we should regularly be challenging the 

information served up to us by different 

media.  Is it based on ‘facts’?  Or does it belong 

to the category of ‘alternative facts,’ to use a 

term popularised by a White House adviser of 

the Trump administration?  Or does what we 

are being told have no basis in fact 

whatsoever?  Is it propaganda?  A blatant lie? 

 

So…fact, fiction, biography?  The three themes 

are often entwined together, at times in the 

most confused and confusing way.  Although 

complete objectivity is completely impossible, 

we would do well to untangle the trio to the 

best of our ability. 

 

Maurice Harrison 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Christmas lights 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What another great display of Christmas lights 

again this year on the Jubilee green. 

A large crowd had gathered at 5pm on Sunday 

27th November ready for the big switch on. 

Thank you again to Thorfest who have 

generously supplied the lights and especially to 

Sam & Nic Fice and Dom & Natasha Carbines 

who had organised and erected the lights ready 

for the event. 
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History Society 
 

A Talk for the Thorverton History Society  

Our Thorverton church: Fabric and Folk 

By Jean Brown and Ian Stoyle 
 

On Friday 25th November 2022 we had the great pleasure of a talk on 

our own local parish church, St Thomas of Canterbury, given by two of 

our very own members and to a full house! 

Jean led off with an observant and well researched talk on the fabric of 

this lovely listed building drawing on archival documents and her own 

observations. 

 

In common with many parish churches in Devon the church reflects the wealth of the Devon cloth industry 

but also has its roots in a far earlier foundation, indeed the board of rectors inside the church goes back to 

1216.  The Diocesan records office has documents showing that Henry II who reigned from 1154 to 1189 

granted the Manor and church to St Martins Marmoutier in France and any structure of that time would 

have been a vastly simpler, single storey church as evidenced by the tantalising architectural clues on the 

exterior East wall. There is little other evidence remaining of this first church apart from possibly the font 

and the curiously carved stone at the base of the porch staircase 

 

Jean took us through some of the later medieval features within the church such as the lovely angels 

topping the pillars and the remnants of Tudor roses and pomegranates dating back to the wedding of 

Catherine of Aragon to Henry XVIII in 1509.  Although the seating was added to in 1840 , the pew ends in 

the Lady Chapel are the remnants of medieval carvings which were retrieved from Powderham Castle 

in1864, and where some still remain to this day. The Lady Chapel altar and screens were installed from the 

remains of St Edmunds Chapel on the Exe bridge as recently as 1971.  The porch is another area of carving 

and figures often missed while the structure and layout of he church has been changed over the ages to 

remove a screen and rood loft as well as to raise the roof from three roofs with gulleys to the present day 

single span roof. The tower clock dates back to 1745 although the dial belongs to the 1900s.  Many 

Victorian improvements feature in our present church including the organ, memorials and the altar 

furniture as well as the lovely stained glass windows that we have so recently been lucky enough to have 

reset, repaired and cleaned. 

 

Many of the features were followed up by Ian in his talk on the ‘Folk’ of St Thomas evidenced in the 

memorials and tombs of the churchyard and building as well as describing the personal impact of the many 

significant people on the Thorverton community. 

The oldest monument, near the altar, belongs to the Tuckfield family who were lords of East Raddon in the 

1600s as well as the later Pugh family who were the richest of their time in the late eighteenth century. 

Many of the windows, monuments and information centred on the Coleridge family such as Luke Herman 

Coleridge who died in Thorverton ( a brother to the famous poet) and commemorated by his son the then 

Bishop of Barbados.  Later the Rev. James Duke Coleridge became a significant catalyst for change in the 

village during his tenure as vicar (1839-1857).  Looking up at the corona of lights you will see these bear 

their names as well as that of Samuel Childs Clarke, another later and apparently equally unpopular 

conservative rector!! The Moxey and Edwin Harry Coombe windows are equally splendid windows 

providing clues to persons of significance in their time as well as the rolls of honour for the great wars. 

There is so much to appreciate within the church and many contemporary  changes still taking place were 

we have the wonderful working bells as well as many and innovative functional uses for its wonderful 

space. 
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This was a detailed and interesting talk to a very appreciative audience. 

Our next meeting in January will allow members to deliver small talks on their own interests as well as 

dealing with the business of the Society’s administration and in February we look forward to a talk on the 

Exe Valley Railway …another feature of well remembered history. 

Karen Marshall

 

 

WI Report for December/January 

Sylv Gregory joined our December meeting to 

lead a hands on session of ‘decopatch’. She 

began by explaining the origins of the art of 

‘decoupage’ and how it had become popular 

over the years.  She said that the art of 

decoupage was thought to have originated from 

eastern cultures and was brought to Europe 

around the 17th century.  It soon became a 

sought after craft in many countries.  Sylv told 

us that ‘decopatch’ is a spin off from the word 

‘decoupage’ , Decopatch  was the name of the 

first company to make special paper for the 

craft.  Decopatch, a craft using a single layer of 

torn paper, differs from decoupage which uses 

several layers of torn paper, and was begun in 

1993 in a small garage in Lyon, France and can 

now be often seen in many countries. Members 

were asked to bring a small object to use as a 

base for the activity, and Sylv provided a variety 

of colourful papers.  She demonstrated tearing, 

placing and glueing the pieces of torn paper 

onto the bases and then patiently guided 

members so that everyone succeeded in making 

an attractive piece to take home, having had a 

thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. This was the 

last meeting before Christmas, and so was 

followed by a ‘bring and share’ tea of Festive 

Goodies. 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, the December Coffee Morning 

and Market had to be cancelled at short notice. 

This year the January meeting was at the Exeter 

Inn, when most members were able to enjoy the 

post Christmas Dinner.  This was a traditional 

Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings.  Thank 

you Matt, Rick and the team for a most delicious 

meal, a warm welcome and for being excellent 

hosts. 

Dates to Note: 

Tuesday, 7th February, 2.30pm  – Alex Fice – 

Slides of WI Activities over the years in 

Thorverton.  Competition – A photograph of a 

memorable WI Activity. 

Saturday, 25th February – WI Coffee Morning 

and Market, 10 o’clock to about 11 o’clock in the 

WI Hut. 

Tuesday 7th March, 2.30pm – Charles Palmer – 

Local History of East Devon.  Competition – a sea 

shell 

Saturday, 25th March – WI Coffee Morning and 

Market, 10 o’clock to about 11 o’clock in the WI 

Hut. 

Every Monday, except Bank Holidays, Welcome 

Café from 2.30pm until about 4pm in the hut.  

Tea, coffee and cake.  Open to everyone. 

All monthly meetings are in Thorverton WI Hut 

starting at 2.30pm.  New members are always 

welcome, visitors can also join meetings. 

                                                            Judy Bright 



Focus on Thorverton  25  Vol 54 No 1 Februrary 2023  

 

 

THORVERTON CRICKET CLUB 

 
 

Although summer feels a while away there is still 

plenty going on at Thorverton Cricket Club.  

 

The recently formed Womens Softball side have 

training and fixtures throughout the winter as part 

of the Devon Womens Indoor League. 

 

Training at QE Lower School, 6:30pm – 7:30pm  

23rd and 31st January  

Indoor Fixtures at West Exe School  

29th January vs Exeter University - 12:30pm 

12th February vs Exmouth - 12:30pm  

26th February vs Hatherleigh – 12:30pm  

12th March vs Topsham St James – 11am  

 

If you are interested in being involved with Womens 

Cricket then please contact 

womenssoftballthorvertoncc@gmail.com 

 

There is plenty going on in the background as well as 

the club prepare for the upcoming season. 

 

A sub-committee has been formed to start 

planning for a much-needed new pavilion. You 

can provide some initial thoughts on the plans via 

our online survey - just scan the below QR code 

or contact 

thorvertonccdevelopment@gmail.com. 

 

With the cost of living & increases in running 

costs, the club will be under increased pressure  

 

 

to keep cricket at a price which is accessible to all 

members; sponsors go a long way to helping 

achieve this. 

 

There are a host of sponsorship opportunities 

available to support the club, which is solely run 

by volunteers. If you can support in any way 

please contact 

seniors@thorvertoncricketclub.com 

 

 

 

NEWTON ST CYRES TENNIS CLUB  
February Update 

 

The Tennis Club recently held 

a very successful social event 

in the Rec Club. Skittles, 

darts, 

pool and various board games were played, the 

bar was open and a delicious ‘bring and 

share’ supper was enjoyed. It felt like old, pre 

covid times and hopefully will be repeated. 

Many thanks to Sarah for organising and to the 

Rec Club for the use of their facilities. 

Although lots of tennis has been rained off in an 

extremely wet January, tennis players are a 

hardy lot and continue play if possible in spite of 

wind, rain, and blindingly low sun on the 

occasional sunny day. Ice always stops play as the 

courts become lethal when they are 

occasionally frozen. 

In spite of adverse weather conditions our league 

teams are doing well, with our Mixed 

Team third in Division 1 of the East Devon League, 

and our Men’s Team first in Division 4 of 

the Exeter and District League. 

Our membership year starts in March and we 

always welcome new players, and new juniors 

in our junior coaching on Wednesday evenings. 

All details about the club can be found on our 

website www.newtonstcyrestennis club.co.uk 

 

 

Sally Baldwin 
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The Joy of Winter Sunshine 
 
The second day of 2023 was much better than the first. The 1st of January was cloudy and showers of rain 

kept walking to a minimum. However, the morning of the 2nd day of the year dawned with bright sunshine. 

The walk round the Millennium Green was a delight with warm rays on our faces when we sat on the Denman 

seat. It had been a cold night with heavy dew (or even frost) still on the grass which the sun had not yet 

reached. Children were playing pooh-sticks under the north bridge. 

The sheep in field beyond the southern fence were finishing off the Christmas turnips with the path to the 

top of the hill clearly marked with green growth on either side. Xanthe dashed through the Narrows to find 

her favourite broadleaf grass for some New Year grazing. We followed on the concrete slabs, avoiding the 

slippery mud on the main path. 

 

With optimism in the air, we started a New Year...with the hope that the disasters and bad news of 2022 were 

behind us. We returned via the village ford where cold water under the humpback bridge satisfied Xanthe's 

thirst. The Jubilee Green looked very smart with the close-cropped grass and the brilliant Christmas lights. 

The day ended as I returned from Silverton with a really impressive sunset reflected in the River Exe before 

darkness descended on our little village.  

 

The following Saturday (7 January) started with a torrential downpour, which cleared by 11 am. Strong 

sunshine appeared almost horizontally along School Lane and lit up the north side of Bullen Street. The  

deserted play equipment in the Rec was strongly illuminated. In January the winter sun doesn't get very high 

in the sky (it's actually about 17 degrees max at midday). You need a cap with an adjustable visor to keep the 

sun out of your eyes. Let's hope the weather is kind to us this year and we avoid the destructive storms that 

have hit North America... And, a rather belated Happy New Year to Everyone (as it will be February when you 

read this). 

 

John Spivey 
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01392 860205 

Our Smaller appitites menu is available-Monday to Friday lunchtimes! 

2 courses £7.95 or 3 courses £9.95 

Have a taste of the six nations 

Enjoy a FREE sample of Englands opponents cuisine during half time 

throughout the competition! 

Our first game is against Scotland, so we will have a piped in haggis with taties 

and a nip of whiskey! 

Our valentimes menu is available with includes a free drink 

2 course 29.95 3 courses £35.00 
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NATURE NOTES 
 

Tadpoles 

 

In the third week in November a tadpole was 

found in a garden pond in the village. Why was it 

still a tadpole? There could be several reasons 

including a shortage of food if there were so many 

tadpoles and other aquatic creatures in spring 

competing for the resource. It could be that the 

pond may be too cold if in a shaded position. The 

tadpole will overwinter in the pond and mature 

this spring. This is for Liz and thank you for telling 

me about the tadpole. 

 

Beachcombing 

 

Some of us at Raddon had a planned power cut 

from 9.30am that happened to go on until around 

5.30pm on 23rd November, so we had to plan what 

we were going to do without electricity. I chose to 

do a trip to North Cornwall with Lin Balkwill to do 

some beachcombing. On the way down we 

unexpectedly drove through a quick moving hum 

dinger of a storm with lightning, thunder, 

torrential rain and hail. When we arrived at the 

coast we could barely stand with the strength of 

the wind and the sea was magnificent, waves and 

wind sending foam scurrying up the beach. At 

Constantine the sea had pushed onto the beach a 

big tree, its trunk (that’s all there was of it) felt and 

looked like it could be a fir or pine. Also on this 

beach I picked up a small plastic toy shaped as a 

dog bone which was hollow on one side. At 

Porthcothan I found a mermaid’s purse. Here there 

was a mass of gulls on the sea that  

appeared to be feeding but we don’t know what 

they were feeding on. The last time we  

did a trip like this was in January 2016 and then on 

Porthcothan beach I found a little brown plastic 

besom that I chose to discard, oh how I wished I’d 

kept it. It wasn’t until I saw an article on TV in 2022 

it transpired it was a piece of lego that must have 

come from one of the containers that washed into 

the sea from the Tokyo Express off Land’s End on 

13th February 1997. You may recall in June I wrote 

about submitting mermaid’s purse findings to The 

Shark Trust by following the instructions in  

 

 

 

 

their website. I did this easy process and my 

mermaid’s purse eggcase is confirmed by the 

Shark Trust as that of a spotted ray. The eggcase 

now hangs clean and dry in our conservatory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hedge 

The hedge and its verge were trimmed in 

November. I can now see two species of fern that 

were otherwise hidden from view. One is a Hart’s-

tongue fern and the other a Soft shield-fern.   

 

Jenny Garne 

 

 

Egg case after 
submergence 
in water for an 
hour to return 
it to its natural 

state. 
 

Jenny Garne 

Egg case 
submerged in 

water after 
removal of air. 

  
Jenny Garne 
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NATURE NOTES    A to Z    Weather Diary 1977 
 

I took to my diaries to see what weather we’d had in a January and February month. The first diary I opened 

was 1977 which certainly had some weather and this is what I wrote. I have made a few changes to suit this 

article. 

 

January 8th. I went with Will and Brandy (our first boxer dog) for a walk down the river (River Creedy.) We 

saw that it was frosty along the river’s edge. Two moorhen ran across the water to the opposite bank. Two 

cormorants were in the big willow tree and they flew off at our approach. Beneath the tree was their 

splattered guano and two fish tails, identified as dace by Will. Several white coloured worms, one and a half 

inches long and rubber looking were lying around; Will said the dace had eaten the worms. 

 

January 10th. On getting up this morning snow was all around. On Exmoor the snow had fallen eight inches 

deep. 

 

January 11th. Dad asked me to go to Barnstaple with him in the car. I did not record why he had to go to 

Barnstaple. Just before Lapford it started to snow and continued until just outside Barnstaple. On the 

outbound trip two cars had skidded and on the return trip we saw a school coach had slid into a field. It was 

so white and beautiful. Dad stopped the car to let me take a picture of the snowy scene.  

 

January 12th. We had a hoar frost and fog that remained all day. The QE school buses brought children 

home early from school due to the bad road conditions. Snow had fallen in Wembworthy and Hatherleigh. 

I did an afternoon walk with Will to the river. It was beginning to get dark and the fog so thick we could 

hardly see anything in front of us. 

 

January 13th. It pelted with rain all day. 

January 14th. It was windy and the rain has been constant. 

January 15th. The river is in flood. 

January 17th. It was frosty today and snowing at Wembworthy. 

 

January 18th. Cowley Bridge Road was blocked off to cars between the junction of New North Road and 

Red Cow due to a landslide of trees and debris knocking down a wall and bank covering the footpath. 

 

January 19th. There was black ice on the roads today. In New North Road a car had skidded and wrapped 

itself around a gatepost! 

 

There was more snow and rain during the rest of the month. 

 

Wembworthy is specifically mentioned because my brother was going out with a girl from that village at 

that time. 

 

February 1st. While walking to work in Exeter, in Queen Street I slipped up on the icy pavement and felt 

very self-conscious! 

 

February 12th. Will and I did a walk near the river when it started to rain and then hail, my goodness did it 

hail. Will said the hailstones hurt and they were sticking to his hair, I was lucky to have a hood to my coat. 

We tried to shelter without much luck. Brandy didn’t like it very much. 

 

February 13th. It didn’t rain at all today; in fact it was quite warm. 
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February 20th. Will and I walked to the river to see how high it had risen (I made no mention of rain) and it 

was out in the field. The stream that flowed through the field had frogspawn in it and spawn had floated 

out onto the grass and would get stranded when the water receded. In the afternoon, armed with a camera 

and a bucket we went down again. The water level was practically back to normal. There were six lots of 

stranded spawn. We returned it to the stream. 

 

February 23rd. It rained nearly all day and at lunchtime it hailed. 

February 24th. The sun shone and it was really hot but rained in the evening. 

February 25th. It rained heavily from 12.20 onwards. 

February 26th. The river hasn’t gone down much from the floods. We found a golf ball. Finding golf balls 

was a common occurrence, probably floated down the river from Downes Golf Course. 

February 27th. It was bitterly cold this day.       

 

These weather conditions followed the drought year of 1976. 

 

Will was one of my childhood friends on the housing estate where we grew up. A few of us would frequently 

go off on walks in the countryside. Sadly Will passed away in 2014. At his funeral, his brother Peter told us 

of Will’s love of fishing which I guess began when we were much younger. We children would go off catching 

stone loach, miller’s thumb or bullhead and brook lamprey. We would let them go. We all had and still do 

have a love of nature. 

 

Local sightings reported in December and January. 

Blackcap, Bullfinch, Jay, Sparrowhawk, Merlin, Woodcock, Tawny Owl and Fox. Great Spotted Woodpecker 

was heard drumming at Silverton before Christmas and a flock of some 40 Lapwing were settled on the 

ground at Raddon Top on 17th December, a sure sign of bad weather.  

 

Jenny Garne 01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 
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WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY 
 

Mind matters 

We always think of keeping active as relating 

to the physical, however there is a strong 

argument that exercising our minds is equally 

important. Exercise helps keep muscular 

strength for longer but it is actually just as 

important to protect our ability to finely control 

the weakening muscles. This requires us to 

engage our brains in regular practice of slow 

steady movements as you find in Thai Chi and 

Balance Classes, both of which run in 

Silverton.   

 

Whilst we accept that muscles will wear out, 

our understanding of longevity of cognitive 

function is less clear.  There are diseases that 

affect our memory, Alzheimer’s being the most 

familiar.  The other main cause of dementia is 

vascular damage; changes in blood flow to the 

brain, caused by long standing raised blood 

pressure, poorly controlled diabetes or 

smoking can lead to a series of very small 

strokes in discrete but very important parts of 

the brain.  We have medical approaches to try 

and prevent or slow down progression of both 

these diseases and regular physical exercise 

is an important one of them. However, regular 

cognitive challenges have a role to play too.  

There are a range of simple things you can do 

on a daily basis that are likely to help over the 

years.  Crosswords, word puzzles and Suduko 

are the longest standing examples of brain 

workouts. Every day three million people 

around the globe tackle the challenge of the  

 

 

 

 

 

Wordle App (needing to find a 5 letter word) or 

Worldle (identify a country from its outline).  If 

you have not heard of these look them up and 

have a go.  If none of the last two sentences 

make sense then let us know at the surgery 

and we will put you in contact with Joan our 

Digital Social Prescriber who will be delighted 

to introduce you to the App Store.   

 

However, you do not have to go digital; having 

a jigsaw always on the go is an excellent idea.  

I used to have several patients where this was 

the case and when visiting I had to resist 

spending too much time helping them search 

for the next piece.  Taking up a new challenge, 

learning a new skill will also produce a lot of 

healthy mental stimulation.  It is also incredibly 

enjoyable and satisfying if you start to produce 

or create items either artistic or practical from 

painting, potting, or wood working.  I attended 

two oil painting courses in the last 6 months 

and thoroughly enjoyed both.   

 

We are very fortunate to have a multitude of 

activities in and around Silverton.  They are all 

easy to find through the SCENE (Senior 

Citizens of the Exe Valley News & Events) 

booklet; the 2023 updated edition is just 

published and can be picked up from the front 

desk in the surgery.  As GPs we are always 

going to encourage you to get exercising, but 

this is not just physical – we also need to keep 

our grey cells on their toes. 

 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery 
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TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers & Trampers 

 

On Saturday 26th November 18 of us (TARTS plus a few friends) had a leisurely 6-mile walk starting 

at Killerton. Our leader Maggie had advertised it as the Sprydon Walk. I was pleased to find I was not 

the only one who had not heard of Sprydon. I was also wondering why it would take us 3 hours to 

walk 6 miles. Soon after leaving the park runners behind and crossing the road by the Killerton 

entrance I was to find out why. As well as leading the walk Maggie was giving us a fascinating history 

lesson into the Acland family and stopping to explain the relevance to the family of many of the 

properties and artifacts, we saw enroute. 

Despite being a frequent visitor to Killerton most of the walk was new territory to me. If you look for 

Sprydon on the OS map it is actually a house in the small hamlet of Sprydoncote. I was only asked to 

do this write up halfway round the route and I can’t recall all the information Maggie gave us but it 

did prompt we use google and if you open the link SPRYDON HOUSE, Broad Clyst - 1098354 | 

Historic England it will lead to finding out more. 

On our return we crossed the M5 via a pedestrian bridge which whilst driving I had often wondered 

why it was there. The thought is that it was on the direct route the Acklands used to get from their 

Sprydon House to Killerton. We also passed through a part of Danes Wood which was new to me. 

Thank you, Maggie, for such an interesting walk. We look forward to you leading another walk. 

 

On Saturday 17th December we started out with the now traditional Killerton Amble! Meeting in the 

car park at Killerton there were 16 of us and one canine. 

We began by taking a slightly different route and starting by crossing the field on the public footpath 

that leads from the road alongside the house and garden. When we got to the gate into the parkland 

Ann Marshall led the rest of the walk and took us along footpaths leading to the edge of Danes Wood 

and over to Columbjohn Chapel, which was somewhere I have never been before despite all my years 

in the area.  

The chapel today dates from only the 19th century but it stands on the site of an earlier chapel and 

the original manor house that was home to the Acland family. The chapel itself was not open which 

was a shame but there was a tomb to various members of the Acland family just outside the church. 

We took advantage of a break to study the church and broke out the now equally traditional mulled 

wine and mince pies.  

Our return route took us to Ellerhayes Bridge and back through the woodland to Killerton. As the 

way out takes you through the shop it would have been rude not to browse, and also sample some 

refreshments from the Stables cafe.  

In the evening we enjoyed a Christmas dinner at the Thorverton Arms. A record 25 of us this year! 

The food was good and plentiful, and the service was excellent.  

 

Future Walks Saturday 4th February led by John Kingdom               

 

Saturday 18th February led by Jenny 

 

Saturday 4th March led by Nick and Judy 

 

Saturday 18th March led by John and Fiona 
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Saturday 1st April led by Caroline                         

 

Saturday 15th April led by Ann 

 

Saturday 29th April led by Neville 

 

Saturday 13th May led by Jenny 

 

Saturday 27th May led by Caroline 

 

 

Heather has been leading some mid week walks which tend to be at quite short notice because of 

the weather so please let us know if you are interested in those and we can keep you posted. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

All walks will have details emailed to those on the list about a week beforehand giving details of start 

location and time, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 

miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each walk (length, gradient, 

lunch information etc) will be displayed approximately a week before the walk in the Old Post Office 

Window and on the village notice board. If you would like to be included on the email list contact 

Caroline (07749775304) or Graeme (860203). 
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LEGAL EAGLE 
 

Christmas and New Year are done and dusted and 

for many, including myself, thoughts will turn to 

the start of the domestic cricket season. That 

would certainly have been the case for players and 

supporters at Colehill Sports and Social Club, 

Dorset, where cricket has been played for 118 

years. Sadly, in response to complaints from 

neighbours, the committee has decided to cancel 

all adult matches rather than face a claim for 

damages or meet the cost of erecting protective 

netting, estimated to be between £15,000 and 

£35,000. So far more than 22,000 people have 

signed a petition to “save cricket in Colehill” but, 

unless the neighbours relent or some compromise 

can be found, adult cricket at Colehill will become 

a thing of the past. 

The leading case on a claim made by neighbours in 

similar circumstances is Millar -v- Jackson  

 

[1977]. In 1972, houses were built in an empty 

field next to a village cricket ground which had 

been used for almost 70 years. The claimants 

bought one of the houses; its garden wall was only 

102 feet from the wicket, so cricket balls kept 

sailing over it, and they complained bitterly. The 

cricket club erected the highest possible wire 

fence atop the wall, but even so, five more balls 

came over in 1975. The claimants refused offers to 

instal unbreakable glass and to cover the whole 

garden with a safety net and sought an injunction 

to prevent the defendants playing cricket in such a 

manner that cricket balls came into the claimants’ 

garden. The trial judge granted the injunction. The 

defendants appealed.  Lord Denning M.R. said that 

the test to be applied was whether the use by the 

cricket club of the ground for playing cricket was a 

reasonable use of it. His Lordship concluded, “To 

my mind it is a most reasonable use.” So, no 

nuisance, no injunction. The two other judges 

Geoffrey Lane L.J. and Cumming-Bruce L.J. 

concluded that there was a nuisance and found for 

the claimants. This left the matter of the 

appropriate remedy to be awarded. The claimants 

had asked for an injunction which, if awarded 

would mean that cricket could no longer be played 

on the ground. 

Geoffrey Lane L.J. felt that the appropriate remedy 

would be the award of an injunction. Cumming-

Bruce L.J. felt that damages would be an adequate 

remedy, so was not prepared to grant the 

injunction applied for. Lord Denning M.R. who was 

not prepared to find liability in either nuisance or 

negligence, was nevertheless happy to approve an 

offer by the club to pay for any damage so in the 

result, an order for damages was made which 

meant that cricket could continue to be played on 

the ground. 

The matter did not, however, end there. In the 

subsequent, non-cricketing case of Kennaway -v- 

Thompson [1981] the claimant built a house near 

a man-made lake, which for several years had 

been used for motor-boat racing. The claimant 

sought an injunction The defendants were held 

liable for the nuisance created by the noise. At first 

instance, applying Millar, the claimant was 

awarded damages of £16,000. The claimant 

appealed and the appeal was allowed. An 

injunction was granted but limited in operation, 

the court used its discretion to stipulate a strict 

timetable for international, national and club 

events, thereby allowing racing to continue in a 

limited form. The court also used their power to 

suspend the injunction to give the defendant the 

opportunity to remedy the nuisance. 

The Court was of the opinion that the failure in 

Millar to grant an injunction was wrong and flew 

in the face of previous authority. 

So, on the basis of existing precedent, the decision 

of the committee at Colehill would appear to be a 

pragmatic acceptance of what would be likely to 

happen if the matter ever came to court. The idea 

of a limited injunction does not really work in 

cricket, except perhaps in the manner anticipated 

by the committee, namely using the ground 

exclusively for junior cricket. Alternatively, the 

court might have granted an injunction but 

suspended its operation to give the club the 
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opportunity to remedy the nuisance, but it seems 

that all options have already been considered and 

found to be too expensive despite the offer of one 

neighbour, Kelly Webb, a former mayor of 

Wimborne, to help pay for the required netting. 

The difficulty is finding a solution which balances 

the interests of the respective parties. In Millar, 

Lord Denning M.R. felt that the public benefit 

should outweigh private interests. In Kennaway, 

the court placed private interests above the public 

interest and awarded an injunction but sought to 

soften the blow. 

Unless the parties can reach a compromise there 

will continue to be winners and losers. In the 

present case 118 years of history has given way to 

the demands of three neighbours of the Sports 

and Social Club. In a statement the club committee 

said that it had decided to restrict cricket to under-

15s, “with a heavy heart and as an absolute last 

resort”. The committee said: “A ground of our size 

and nature relies on having understanding 

neighbours who are prepared to accept the 

occasional inconvenience and want to embrace 

living next to a cricket ground. We have many 

neighbours who follow this mantra, but we are 

encountering those who want to adopt a 

‘compensation culture’.” 

Perhaps, given the publicity which the matter has 

received, the parties might have another go at 

reaching a compromise or finding a solution which 

is not prohibitively expenses. 

Clive Hamblin 

  SHAKESPEARE FOR EVERYONE 
 

 
 

The Winter’s Tale 
 
The poetry in the first part of the play is as harsh 
and strong as winter, and as lovely and flowerlike 
as Spring in the second part.   
 
The play opens in Sicily where King Leontes is 
entertaining his boyhood friend, the King of 
Bohemia. Two lords are discussing the lavishness 
of the hospitality and the pleasure their two rulers 
take in one another, and then the scene shifts to a 
room of state in the palace and to Leontes himself. 
His friend, the King of Bohemia, feels he must 
leave the following morning, and Leontes is trying 
to persuade him to stay.   
 
Leontes’s wife, the beautiful Hermione, delights in 
their guest’s company because he can tell her of 
her husband’s boyhood. She is sure they must 
have had a happy childhood together, and the King 
of Bohemia agrees. 
 
     We were, fair queen, 
     Two lads that thought there was no more          
                                                            behind, 
     But still a day tomorrow as today, 
     And to be boy eternal. 
 
The Queen exerts herself to persuade him to stay 
a little longer in Sicily, treating him with the 
charming ease and familiarity of an old friend, and 
her husband, looking on, is suddenly 
possessed by the insane conviction that they have 
fallen in love. 
 
Turning to their son, Leontes almost persuades 
himself that his wife has always been unfaithful 
and that the little prince is not his child at all. The 
more Leontes lets his anguished mind play with 
the idea of his wife’s infidelity, the more completely 
it gets out of control. He finally calls in one of his 
most trusted lords, a man named Camillo, and 
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orders him to murder the King of Bohemia. 
Camilo does not believe any of Leontes’s wild 
accusations. Instead, he warns the royal guest that 
his life is in danger, and the two of them slip away 
to Bohemia, leaving Leontes convinced by their 
flight that all his suspicions are true. 
 
Leontes is as crazed by jealousy as a man in a 
nightmare. He sends his wife to prison and 
closes his ears to the pleas of his lords in her 
favour. The only concession he makes is to 
dispatch a messenger to the Delphic oracle to ask 
for supernatural guidance in judging Hermione. 
 
The wife of one of the noblemen, a gallant and 
loving woman named Paulina, goes to the prison 
and finds that the Queen has given birth to a baby 
girl. She brings the baby to the King, sure that the 
sight of his little daughter will release him from his 
restless tormented imaginings. “I come to bring 
him sleep. “But the King is convinced that the child 
is not his. He commands Paulina’s 
husband to take the baby “to some remote and 
desert place” far from Sicily and there leave her to 
die. 
 
Leontes orders a public trial for his queen, 
although he has already decided what the verdict 
will be. She speaks nobly and patiently in her own 
defence, and when the messengers arrive from the 
priest of Apollo at Delphos, they confirm everything 
she has said. But by this time Leontes is so 
unhinged he cannot believe even the oracle, and 
he orders the trial to continue. 
 
Tragic news is brought to the courtroom. The little 
prince, who has been ill with worry over his 
mother, is dead. Leontes is a devoted father and 
he is shocked back into sanity by this news, 
which he feels is heaven’s vengeance on him for 
scorning the oracle. Hermione faints when she 
hears of her son’s death, and as her ladies take her 
away, the king in anguish tells them to treat 
her tenderly. 
 
He is sure she will recover, but Paulina brings back 
word that the Queen is dead, and the King, his 
whole family destroyed by his wilful blindness, 
dedicates himself to a life of mourning. 
 
Paulina’s husband takes ship to a desert country 
in faraway Bohemia to leave the baby princess 
there as he has been ordered. In that wild country 
he is eaten by a bear, and a young shepherd 
reports the news to his father in lurid detail. 
 
He watched while the men on the ship were 
drowned. He tells his father that he has just 

found a baby girl and a bundle of gold, so that they 
are now rich. 
 
Sixteen years pass, and the scene shifts to the 
palace of the King of Bohemia. Camillo, the old 
lord who once saved his life, is longing to return 
home to Sicily, but the King of Bohemia cannot 
bear to part with him. He leans on him for advice 
and needs it in the case of his son, the 
handsome young Florizel. Prince Florizel has been 
spending most of his time in the house of a 
shepherd who has grown unaccountably rich and 
who has a most beautiful 16-year-old 
daughter. The two men decide to go in disguise to 
the shepherd’s house to question him. 
 
It is sheep-shearing time, and the shepherd has 
planned the usual feast. His beautiful foster 
daughter, who has been named Perdita, has made 
two dozen nosegays for the shearers 
and there is to be much singing and dancing. She 
has sent her foster brother, the shepherd’s son, to 
buy supplies, and his own feeling is that she has 
overdone it. “Three pounds of sugar, five of 
carrots, rice – what will this sister of mine do with 
rice? But my father has made her mistress of the 
feast, and so she lays it on.” 
 
But he buys none of them, because his pocket is 
picked by a cheerful rogue named Autolycus. 
Autolycus comes singing down the highway, 
looking for sheets spread out to dry on the hedges, 
for he is, as he happily admits, “a snapper up of 
unconsidered trifles. “Having parted the 
shepherd’s son neatly from his money he decides 
to attend the sheep shearing too, and goes off 
down the road, still singing. 
 
Perdita and Florizel wait for the shearers to arrive. 
Perdita is very conscious of the fact that he is a 
prince while she is merely a shepherd’s daughter, 
and although Florizel is sure they will be wed 
eventually, she cannot believe it will ever happen. 
Her old foster father, the shepherd, then enters 
with the neighbours who have come to the feast, 
and among them are the King and Camillo in 
disguise. Perdita bids them welcome as though 
she herself were the goddess of the Spring; 
 
                                  Here’s flowers for you, 
    Hot lavender, mints, savoury, marjoram; 
   The marigold that goes to bed with the sun 
   And with him rises weeping; these are flowers 
   Of middle summer, and I think they are given 
   To men of middle age. You’re very welcome. 
 
She has no flowers of the Spring, but she longs for 
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them because they would be the right ones 
for Florizel –  
 
                           daffodils, 
  That come before the swallow dares, and take 
  The winds of March with beauty; violets dim, 
  But sweeter than the lids of Juno’s eyes. .... 
  The crown-imperial; lilies of all kinds, 
  The flower-de-luce being one. O, these I lack 
  To make you garlands of . ...... 
 
She is suddenly abashed by the way she has been 
behaving, but in the eyes of the adoring 
Florizel she can do no wrong. Whatever she does 
is set to music by his emotion in more of the Bard’s 
lovely lines: 
 
   When you do dance, I wish you 
   A wave o’ the sea, that you might ever do 
  Nothing but that ... 
 
Autolycus arrives, complete with false beard and a 
peddler’s pack, and shows a gift for 
advertising his wares. He is particularly successful 
with the ballads he has in stock – the naughty ones 
with the refrain, “whoop, do me no harm good 
man,” and a cautionary one about the money-
lender’s wife who gave birth to 20 moneybags. 
 
The only young man who does not buy anything 
from the peddler’s pack is Florizel; and when 
his disguised father asked him why, he explains 
that he has already given Perdita the best gift you 
can, his heart and the promise of marriage. 
Outraged, his father doffs his disguise and says he 
will never permit his son to marry a peasant girl. He 
would kill her rather than permit such a thing to 
happen, and the old man departs leaving a trail of 
threats behind him. 
 
Perdita goes after him, knowing that her dream of 
marrying Florizel is ending but she is unwilling 
to abase herself, even to a king. 
 
   I was not much afeard, for once or twice 
   I was about to speak and tell him plainly, 
  The selfsame sun that shines upon his court 
  Hides not his visage from our cottage.... 
 
Florizel is determined not to lose her, and they 
decide to run away together. Camille has 
suggested they go to Sicily, for he thinks that the 

king will not follow them and that he himself will 
be able to see his own home again. 
 
Autolycus returns, having sold every ribbon and 
bracelet in his pack and snipped a great many 
purses. He agrees to change clothes with Florizel 
to give the prince a disguise, so that he and Perdita 
can take ship and sail at once. The shepherd and 
his son come in, terrified of the king’s displeasure 
and anxious to prove that Perdita is no relative of 
theirs. Autolycus in his fine clothes convinces them 
he is a great lord who will intercede for them with 
the king, and instead he puts them on the king’s 
boat and they all set sail for Sicily. 
 
Leontes, the unhappy king of that country, has 
spent the last 16 years mourning his dead wife 
and children, and he has promised Paulina he will 
never get married again until she herself chooses 
his bride. Florizel and Perdita arrive at his court, 
pretending they have been sent by the king of 
Bohemia; but an outraged message comes from 
the king himself, who is pursuing them and is close 
on their heels. Leontes is greatly attracted to the 
two beautiful young strangers, forgives their 
deception and promises to do what he can for 
them. 
 
The shepherd and his son have not yet been able 
to tell Florizel their secret, for the voyage has been 
stormy and the Prince worried about Perdita. Now 
they are on dry land they take their 
evidence to the palace and present it to the two 
kings and the assembled court. They show them 
a royal mantle and identify Perdita as the long- lost 
daughter of Leontes, and the whole country 
welcomes the news with rejoicing. 
 
The King now has everything to make him happy 
except the fact that his wife is dead, and Paulina 
offers to take him to her house where she will show 
him a statue of Hermione. But it is the real 
Hermione, who did not die but has been kept in 
hiding, and the mother and a daughter have a 
joyful reunion. 
 
And so The Winter’s Tale concludes. At the 
beginning of the play the little prince said, “A sad 
tale’s best for winter,” and the first part of the story 
is sad enough, but it ends merrily in a 
Springtime of rejoicing. 

 
Andrew Hoellering 
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2022 Satisfaction Survey Results 
 

Thorverton Parish Council held its fourth annual satisfaction survey in November. The results for each 

question are set out on the following page. In summary: 

 

• 35 people completed the survey (compared with 29 in 2021 and 73 in 2020). The majority 

completed the survey online, although there were also a few forms completed in hard copy.  

  

• Councillors found it a little disappointing that, despite having issued a Here to Help leaflet, held 

an open meeting to discuss the possibilities for using open spaces, had a regular presence at the 

monthly Saturday markets and having had a survey to gather views on the possibility of installing 

electric vehicle charging points, there was still a significant proportion (more than 40% of respondents) 

who indicated that they did not know what the parish council was responsible for or what its priorities 

were.  

 

• More encouragingly, a far greater proportion of respondents (80% as compared with 66% the 

previous year) indicated that they would know who to approach if they wanted to ask the parish 

council about something. And of those who had had contact with the parish council in 2022, 90% (up 

from 60% in 2021) were happy that the matter was dealt with well. 

 

• The perception of the service provided by the parish council rose in 2022, compared with the 

two previous years: in 2019 77% felt that the service was either very good or good; in 2020 this was 

54%; in 2021 it was 48%; and in 2022 it was 64%. 

 

• The perception of the quality and quantity of information from the parish council also improved: 

in 2019 75% felt that the information provision was very good or good; in 2020 this was 53%; in 2021 

it was 41%; and in 2022 it was 62%. 

 

These results were considered at the Council’s January meeting. Councillors were encouraged that 

there had been some improvement in perceptions about the parish council, but acknowledged that 

even more needed to be done to improve the understanding that parishioners have of the parish 

council and its activities. Councillors also noted the additional written comments which 13 

respondents had made. While it is not feasible to respond to each comment individually, particularly 

given that they were made anonymously, if anyone would like a response to their comment, please 

contact the clerk.  

Councillors were most grateful to those who took part in the survey, which provides invaluable 

feedback on how aware parishioners are of the parish council and its activities, and of where 

improvements might be needed.

 
Thorverton’s Emergency Plan 
 

Did you know that there is an Emergency Plan in 

place for Thorverton?  

 

It is not something that has received much 

publicity to date, although you may recall that 

we did issue a “Home Emergency Plan” a couple 

of years ago, which we recommended every 

household should use as it gave some basic but  

 

nonetheless very useful information to have to 

hand should there be an emergency. The Home 

Emergency Plan is actually part of Thorverton’s 

overall Emergency Plan. 

 

All parishes in Devon have been encouraged to 

have in place emergency plans. These are kept 

on a central database by Devon Communities 

Together.  Thorverton Parish Council recently 

reviewed and updated our Emergency Plan. This 
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identifies risks to the community – in particular 

from flooding, heavy snow or loss of power; it 

identifies ways of reducing risks and of 

responding to an emergency; it considers the 

need to help vulnerable people who may need 

assistance in an emergency; and it lists contact 

details for Thorverton’s Community Response 

Team and for local authorities and emergency 

services. Our Community Response Team 

currently comprises John Hodge as coordinator, 

Graham Sims and Neville Lane. All three are 

parish councillors, whose contact details are 

readily available on the Council’s notice board 

or website. It would be really good to bring 

some new blood onto the team. This is not a 

very time-consuming role at all, but it could be 

an important one should we have an emergency 

situation in Thorverton, so if you feel that you 

would like to join the team please contact one 

of us.  

 

One of the key points about the Emergency Plan 

is outlining how we might help vulnerable 

people. However, at the moment we do not 

have a list of vulnerable people who might 

require assistance in an emergency situation. 

We would very much like to know of anyone 

who should be considered in this way, so please, 

if you feel that you might need assistance, even 

if it would just be a case of someone calling on 

you to check whether you needed any food 

shopping or extra heating, in the case of major 

flooding or impassable roads/paths due to 

heavy snow in the village or of sustained loss of 

power, please let one of our Community 

Response Team know. Be assured that your 

information would be treated confidentially, 

kept by that team alone. 

 

You can see the whole Emergency Plan through 

the Council’s website. It is not too weighty a 

document, with much of it covering the Home 

Emergency checklist. The Plan cannot cover 

absolutely every eventuality of course, but we 

hope that it is reassuring to know that we have 

considered issues. And if you are aware of any 

gaps in its coverage, which should be picked up 

at a local community level, do let one of the 

Community Response Team know. 

 

Neville Lane 

(01392 861062 

 

 

RADDON TOP  (New years Day) 
The Fice family & friends New year’s day walk to Raddon Top this year was our 23rd consecutive walk, we 

met at our house “Lynch Cottage” as normal at 10.30am, this year there were 52 walkers, the most we’ve 

ever had, for a few people it was their first time. A port was available to those who fancied one before we 

set off at 10.40am along Lynch Road to Chapple corner, we then used the public footpaths past Raddon 

hill lodge to the top. The weather was cloudy but no rain, it was mild until we got to the top where there 

was a chilly wind. Most people took a drink and a snack to eat at the top, once nourished we took our 

group photograph and headed back a different route (with the farmers permission) along the hill ridge to 

Eastern Down and then Dinneford meadow.  

Forty people had pre-booked for a brunch at the 

Exeter Inn which was served at 1.15pm followed by 

an enjoyable game of Bingo. We had a donation 

box where we raised £75 for Thorverton pre-

school. Everybody enjoyed a lovely day, and any 

pre-walk hangovers were a distant memory. After 

thanking Matt & Rick Cox for a great brunch the 

proceedings finished at 3pm.       

Happy New Year Alex & Penny Fice.
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Postcards of Thorverton  
 

Photos donated by Alex and Sam Fice  
Available from  

 
The Berry Dairy and the Post Office  

 
All proceeds in aid of the  

Thorverton pre-school and  
Thorverton Post Office 
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THORVERTON PARISH INFORMATION  
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND: Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD: Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 

Carers' Support Group   Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 

Carers Support Group Lunch at Exe Valley Farm Cafe on the 4th Tuesday of  the month at                

12.30pm. Please contact Trish Jones for details 07484 377298 

Church (C of E)          Juliette Lea /Peter Shepherd, Administration Manager. Contact Netherexe  

                                           Parishes Administration, email: administration@netherexe.org 

Church Wardens          Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

            Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe. 860419 

Church Choir                   Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton 860419. 

P.C.C. Treasurer           Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419. 

County Councillor.         Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 

District Councillor         Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 

Doctors:          Redlands Primary Care 01363 727111. Wyndham House Surgery 01392 860034  

Electricity                        Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 

(Western Power)            edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0800 197 6763.  

Gas Emergency         0800 111999. 

Leonard Trust          Supporting local people’s needs with small grants: elspeth.holmes@btinternet.com 

           Sec: Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, Lynch Road, Thorverton, 01392 860535. 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Every 4 weeks 3.45 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park (see below for dates) 

Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By post: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                                            By phone: 02072197037. By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr Andrew Foster:  01392 759560. 

Parish Clerk                     Jim Roberts: 01392 202692 or 07768457590. email: thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

Parish Council Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the month (except August), at 7pm in the Memorial Hall    

                                          (see Notice of Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board in School Lane)   

Parish Allotments           Contact the Parish Clerk on . Jim Roberts 202692   

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, next to the Thorverton Arms. 

Pension Service    PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265. 

Police           Non-emergency number:  101. 

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 

           Mon-Fri: 9.00-1.00, 2-5.30; Sat: 8.00-12.00 (PO opens 9.00); Sun: 9.00-10.30   

                    (for newspapers only). Business Management Team: Royston Kershaw,   

                     Heather Kershaw, Helen Ratcliffe. Tel: 860419. 

Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419. 

Public Telephone Kiosk     Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

                                          Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mr John Jolliffe. 

                                          Head of School (Thorverton): Mr Chris Holding 01392 860374. 

                                          School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374. 

                                           Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Jackie Enright 01392 851859. 

                                           Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Heidi Last, hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

School P.T.F.A.                 Chair: Wendy Coles; Vice chair: Elaine Green; Secretary: Amy Crebo 

                                           Treasurer: Peter Stevens. : thorvertonptfa@exevalleyfederation.org.uk 

                                           Please contact any members of the PTFA via the school office: 860374. 

South West Water       24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Community     

Defibrillator Trust              Chair:  Di Foxford, Secretary: Maggie Dunlop, 01392 861185. 

Thorverton Millennium      

Green Trust          Chair: John Spivey, 01392 861324, Secretary: Peter Hargood.
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THORVERTON ORGANISATIONS 

 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, 

               Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: For  

               details of meetings please contact sheena@marhaus.co.uk or by phone. 
 

Association Football Club   Chairman - James Vanstone, 07985662384 

               Secretary and Treasurer - Paul Webb - 07944 533372  

Bridge Club                Graeme Culshaw, tel: 860203. Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays of month from 7pm 

               New members always welcome, no partner needed. Contact Graeme for venue. 
 

Cricket Club                     Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  

                                           Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF. 01884 255076. 

                     Fixture Sec: J Meredith, Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
 

Focus Magazine              Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 

                     Editor: Russ Clarke, Wagon Works, Thorverton  

                     Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 

                     Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. 860309. 
 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton    C/o Exeter Inn, 01392 860206. 
 

History Society              Chair: Richard Pocock 01884 855450 

                                          Secretary: Karen Marshall 01392 860831 
 

Ladies Group                  Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
 

 

Saturday Market           2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

 
 

Thorverton Pre-School  01392 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 

                     Mondays to Fridays during term-time at Thorverton Primary School site. 

                    8.45 - 11.45 am, & 12.45 - 3.30 pm, & Lunch Club 11.45 am - 12.45 pm. 

 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                     Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 

                                           See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window, Bullen Street. 

 

TMH  Committee   Chair: Russ Clarke 

Secretary: Mike Baldwin, tel. 860853. sjjml@hotmail.com 

Bookings: thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.co.uk 

Website: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Toddler Group                  Liz Armstrong: emcarmstrong@outlook.com 

      Thursdays during term time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am. £2 per family,     

       healthy snacks for the children and tea/coffee for the adults included. 
 

Royal British Legion.       Chairman/Hon.Sec. : Alex Fice, Lynch Cottage, Thorverton 861136,              

                                                                                                                   srbf@hotmail.co.uk 

                      Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Felicity Cashmore. 
 

Women's Institute.         Bookings: Sue Maguire, 860631 

                    W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 2.30 pm. 

                    W.I. Market & Coffee: 4th Saturday of the month, W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 
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(formerly New Valley Practice) 
 

Drs. Saunders, Braddick, Griffiths, Harris, Kirwan, 

Ziegler, Cook, Vidoni, Nicholls, Dunn and Brighton 
  

Newcombes 

Crediton EX17 2AR 

The Surgery, The Bury 

Thorverton EX5 5NT 

Chiddenbrook, Threshers 

Crediton EX17 3JJ 

  

Main telephone: 01363 727111 Press 2 for direct line to Thorverton Surgery 

https://www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk/  

 

We would like to welcome nurse Sophie Dixon to the team.  

She will work in Thorverton:  Wed 08:30 – 13:00, Thur 08:30 – 12:30 and 14:00 17:30. 

  

   Crediton GPs available Thorverton GPs available 

Monday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Harris, Saunders, 

 Braddick, Ziegler, Dunn, 

 Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 

15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Michael  

 Kirwan 

Tuesday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick, Brighton, 

 Vidoni, Cook, Saunders,  

  Harris,Dunn (pm) 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Natasha   

 Dunn 

  

Wednesday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Braddick (pm),   

  Nichols, Griffiths,  

 Ziegler, Kirwan 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr Michael  

 Braddick   

Thursday 08.30 – 18.00 

(closed 1-2pm) 

 Drs. Harris, Saunders, 

 Kirwan, Dunn, Vidoni. 

08.30 - 13:00 

15:00 - 17.30 

 Dr Emma  

 Ziegler 

Friday 08.30 – 18.00  Drs. Braddick, Griffiths, 

 Kirwan,Cook, Nichols,  

 Brighton. 

08.30 - 13:00   Dr  Michael 

 Braddick  

*Dr Dunn and Dr Brighton join the partnership in  

Extended surgeries are offered on weekday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

in Crediton (pre-bookable appointments only). 

GP and nurse (blood tests only) can be booked through SystmOnline. 

Please ask at reception for details. 

Our doctors can also be consulted online through eConsult. 

This service lets patients request advice and treatment from our practice online and get 

self-help advice for hundreds of common conditions. 

Please see our website for information and the eConsult link. 
  

Please note we do NOT take prescription requests over the telephone or by email. 
  

Repeat prescriptions (Monday-Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by using our online 

repeat prescription request at www.redlandsprimarycare.nhs.uk 

 Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions.                                                                          
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                      Wyndham House Surgery 
 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony 

O’Brien 

Dr Catherine 

Burkill 

Dr Jeff Solman Dr Craig Lunt 

(Registrar) 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00-11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Tuesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

(Diabetes clinic) 

09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11.30 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 09:00 – 11:30 

 

09:00 – 11:30 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 

Emergencies only 

09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:30 – 17:30 

 

Please note:  

Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently more convenient to use e-Consult to let 

the surgery know your medical issue – this is available on the front page of our website. 

 

Surgery hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:   Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  

Friday 08.30 - 17:00  

 

There is no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

 

Flexible appointments at beginning and end of day if required 
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WASTE COLLECTION DATES 
 

Collections on Mondays, unless stated otherwise.  

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/collectiondaylook

up 

 (These collection dates apply to the majority of 

the village, but outlying parts may have different 

collection days) 

 

Food caddies: every week. 

 

General refuse in black wheelie bins: every 3 

weeks: 

Dec.19, Jan.10 (Tues), & 30, Feb. 20. 

 

Recycling boxes: fortnightly: 

Dec. 5 & 19, Jan. 4 (Wed.), & 16 & 30,  

Feb. 13 & 27. 

 

Chargeable garden waste: fortnightly: 

Dec. 12 & 28 (Wed), Jan. 10 (Tues), & 23.  

Feb. 6 & 20.  

 

 

Mobile Library 
3.45–4.30 pm in Quarry/Post Office Car Park.   

Every 4 weeks on Thursdays :  

 2023: Feb 16th / Mar 16th / Apr 13th / May 11th / 

June 8th / July 6th / Aug 3rd & 31st / Sept 28th / Oct 

26th / Nov 23rd.   

 

 

Union Flag-Flying Days Feb. 

None 

 

Road works 

If you want to see up to date information on road 

works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No.678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served 

on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675) 10.09 from 

Broadlands and The Berry, 10.10 from Latchmore 

Green. Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via Ellerhayes 

and Poltimore) at 10.48. 

 

Wednesday and Friday 10.09 from Broadlands 

and The Berry.   Scheduled to arrive Exeter (via 

Upton Pyne) at 10.48. Return on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday 13.35 from Exeter bus 

station. 

 

Service no. 355 (no more 55A or 55B) 

Stagecoach (and some Dartline):  

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY (except Bank Holidays): 

 

To Tiverton and Silverton from Thorverton The 

Berry & Broadlands:  

7.55, 09.15, 11.31, 13.46, 16.06, 17.31, 18.21.   

   

To Thorverton from Tiverton Bus Station:  

07.30, 08.35, 09.55, 12.10, 14.25, 16.45, 17.45 

(Dartline). 

 

To Exeter Bus Station (and St David’s train 

station) from Thorverton The Berry & 

Broadlands: 

08.00, 09.06, 10.27, 12.42, 14.57, 17.17, 18.10. 

 

To Thorverton from Exeter bus station (via St 

David’s train station): 7.30 (Dartline from Sidwell 

St.), 08.45, 11.05, 13.20, 15.40, 17.05, 17.55.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every 

half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-

Tiverton road, from 5.45 to 22.15, stopping at the 

Ruffwell (Thorverton turn). Please consult 

Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this 

service. 

 

SUNDAY and BANK HOLIDAYS (except Christmas, 

Boxing & New Year’s Days): 

9.30 – 20.00 at 1hr.30 min. intervals. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for 

regular commuters, shoppers, children, students 

and jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use 

Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 

01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or 

www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 

0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post 

Office 
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POETS CORNER 
 
 
 

   
      
 
 

          
 
 
Poems by Stephen Toogood 
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Thorverton – Quarry Car Park 

every 4 weeks on Thursdays 15:45 – 16:30 
Jan 19, Feb 16, Mar 16, Apr 13, May 11, Jun 8,  

Jul 6, Aug 3 & 31, Sept 28, Oct 26, Nov 23. 
 


